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Unmarried Couples And The Law Pocket Guide
Thoroughly revised and updated, a valuable resource for gay and lesbian couples explains
how to obtain domestic-partner benefits, plan for medical emergencies, purchase property
together, inheritance rights, and the practical and legal aspects of having and raising children,
along with a new section on the laws of states offering an equivalent to marriage. Original.
This volume contains twenty-three contributions delivered at the CEFLâ??s second
international conference which took place in Utrecht in December 2004. The interventions
written by both experienced family experts as well as young researchers cover those fields of
family law that are closely related to the activities of the CEFL: (1) divorce and maintenance
between former spouses, (2) parental responsibilities, (3) informal long-term relationships and
(4) the revised Brussels II Regulation. Furthermore, the opening two contributions deal not only
with essential aspects of the harmonisation process of family law in Europe but also with the
CEFLâ??s working method.
It is the most up to date and complete guide to the past, present, and future of same-sex
relationships that exists.
In Unmarried Couples, Law, and Public Policy, Cynthia Grant Bowman explores legal
recognition of opposite-sex cohabiting couples in the United States. Unmarried cohabitation
has increased at a phenomenal rate in the U.S. over the last few decades, but the law has not
responded to the legal issues raised by this new family form. Although a majority of cohabiting
unions dissolve within the first two years, many are longer in term and function like other
families; a large number of children also reside in these households. If one partner dies, is
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injured, or leaves the family, the remaining family members are left in an extremely vulnerable
position in almost every state without any type of survivors' benefits, compensation for loss of a
wage-earning partner, or remedies similar to those available upon dissolution of a marriage.
Living TogetherNolo

The numbers of unmarried cohabiting couples continue to increase, with the
result that the law and practice relating to this area continues to grow
insignificance for family and private client lawyers. This new edition of
Cohabitation: Law Practice and Precedents has been extensively revised to take
account of all procedural developments, as well as analysis of significant caselaw. Whether preparing a cohabitation contract or pre-nuptial agreement, drafting
wills for cohabiting couples, advising on rights on the breakdown of a relationship
or the death of a partner, or applying for a personal protection order or a parental
responsibility agreement, practitioners will find authoritative analysis of the
applicable law and expert guidance on procedural issues. Cohabitation: Law,
Practice and Precedents is the only work on the subject to provide commentary,
checklists, procedural guides and precedents in a single volume making it an
invaluable aid to all practitioners advising unmarried couples. This new edition
comes with a CD-ROM containing all the precedents covered in the volume.
The numbers of unmarried cohabiting couples continue to increase, with the
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result that the law and practice relating to this area continues to grow
insignificance for family and private client lawyers. This new edition of
Cohabitation: Law Practice and Precedents has been extensively revised to take
account of all procedural developments, as well as analysis of significant caselaw.Whether preparing a cohabitation contract or pre-nuptial agreement, drafting
wills for cohabiting couples, advising on rights on the breakdown of a relationship
or the death of a partner, or applying for a personal protection order or a parental
responsibility agreement, practitioners will find authoritative analysis of the
applicable law and expert guidance on procedural issues.Cohabitation: Law,
Practice and Precedents is the only work on the subject to provide commentary,
checklists, procedural guides and precedents in a single volume making it an
invaluable aid to all practitioners advising unmarried couples.
If you are an unmarried couple living in California, you NEED this book.There is
no common law marriage in California. No matter how long you live with your
partner, you are not married until you get married. And there are no laws or
palimony that protect the rights of unmarried couples.This book shows you the
only way that you can get support and/or equal property division, if you and your
partner separate.Don't be the living together partner that gets nothing when you
separate.Buy this book and PROTECT YOURSELF!
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Please note that this edition is now out of print and has been replaced by the
14th edition, also available through MyiLibrary ... Unmarried couples living
together should take certain legal precautions, whether you've lived together for
years on end, or are simply contemplating the idea. This helpful book explains: o
buying or renting a houseo owning cars, boats and other property together or
separatelyo having and raising childreno writing wills and estate planso getting
authorization to make medical decisions for an ill or injured partnero breaking
upThis definitive guide for unmarried couples has been completely updated to
reflect legal changes in common law marriage, property and debts, tax rules,
insurance, medical care, public benefits, pre-marital agreements, alimony, estate
planning and legal issues involving children, from adoption to custody and more.
Includes tear-out agreements and sample forms.
The book that tells cohabiting couples both heterosexual and same-sex what
their rights are and how to protect them. The number of couples living together in
preference to marrying is increasing rapidly. Even if their relationship is long term
and similar in many respects to marriage, unmarried couples should be aware
that the law treats them differently from those who are married. Living Together
shows couples how to protect their financial and legal rights while in a
relationship -- including how to draw up a cohabitation agreement -- and tells
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them where they stand if they split up or if their partner dies. For couples in the
process of breaking up, the sections on mediation and how to resolve disputes
over children and property will be invaluable. Updated to include details of the
Civil Partnership Bill, and packed with case histories, tips, sample agreements
and useful forms, this new guide explains how the law affects heterosexual and
same-sex couples with respect to children, property, inheritance, pensions,
company privileges and state benefits. Separate chapters deal with the
differences in law in Scotland and Northern Ireland.
Covers legal issues for unmarried couples, including living together contracts,
investments, real estate, wills, paternity issues, and separation agreements.
A comprehensive work on cohabitation law for practitioners. Whether instructed
to prepare a cohabitation contract, draft a will for cohabiting couples, advise on a
party's rights on relationship breakdown or death of a partner, or apply for a
personal protection order, practitioners will find an analysis of the applicable law,
explanation of procedural guides for the relevant procedure, and drafted
precedents.
Covers common-law marriages, child custody, gay and lesbian couples, estates,
inheritances, AIDS and the law, prenuptial agreements, and support and property
division laws
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All the law cohabiting couples need to know Laws that protect married
couples—on property ownership, divorce, inheritance rights, and more—don't apply
to unmarried couples. To define and protect your relationship—and your
assets—you need to take specific legal steps and use the right documents.
Whether you're just starting out or are one of the growing number of older
couples who choose to live together, this revised edition has the information you
need. It covers all the big issues facing unmarried couples living together,
including: Money and Property Clarify how you'll share money and other assets.
Estate Planning Leave your assets to whomever you wish, including children
form a prior marriage. Breaking Up Divide property and share child custody fairly.
Children Protect your kids by confirming that you are their legal parents. The
House If you buy a house together, spell out ownership shares in writing. Medical
Decisions Make important medical decisions for each other if necessary.
All the law cohabiting couples need to know Laws that protect married
couples—on property ownership, divorce, inheritance rights, and more—don’t
apply to unmarried couples. To define and protect your relationship—and your
assets—you need to take specific legal steps and use the right documents.
Whether you’re just starting out or are one of the growing number of older
couples who choose to live together, this revised edition has the information you
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need. It covers all the big issues facing unmarried couples living together,
including: Money and Property Clarify how you’ll share money and other assets.
Estate Planning Leave your assets to whomever you wish, including children
from a prior marriage. Breaking Up Divide property and share child custody fairly.
Children Protect your kids by confirming that you are their legal parents. The
House If you buy a house together, spell out ownership shares in writing. Medical
Decisions Make important medical decisions for each other if necessary. With
downloadable forms:customize more than a dozen legal forms, including living
together and property agreements, house ownership contract, acknowledgment
of parenthood, property settlement agreement, and more.
The authors provide financial planning tools and strategies that enable unmarried couples to
solve the financial, legal, and discriminatory dilemmas inherent in their living situation.
Completely updated to cover recent legal changes, this latest edition includes explanations of
California’s marriage laws, sample prenuptial and marriage contracts, and advice on the legal
rights of unmarried couples.
The legal considerations for unmarried couples are considered, with a discussion of property
rights, the need for written agreements, illegitimate children, financial support, taxation, and
recent cases
Written both for married couples and unmarried couples who live together, this handbook
explains divorce and separation procedures, property and maintenance law, the position of
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children, wills, inheritance and taxation. Advantages and pitfalls of different courses of action
are indicated.
This book will enable you to provide holistic and effective advice to unmarried couples, whether
same-sex or opposite-sex, enabling them to make wise decisions about their homes, their
children, and their assets. The fourteen chapters discuss everything that an unmarried couple
is likely to encounter. Also included is a CD-ROM containing all the documents you'll need to
represent these couples, from co-ownership agreements to co-parenting adoptions to sample
wills.

This book has three key aims: first, to show how the legal treatment of cohabiting
couples has changed over the past four centuries, from punishment as
fornicators in the seventeenth century to eventual acceptance as family in the
late twentieth; second, to chart how the language used to refer to cohabitation
has changed over time and how different terms influenced policy debates and
public perceptions; and, third, to estimate the extent of cohabitation in earlier
centuries. To achieve this it draws on hundreds of reported and unreported cases
as well as legislation, policy papers and debates in Parliament; thousands of
newspaper reports and magazine articles; and innovative cohort studies that
provide new and more reliable evidence as to the incidence (or rather the rarity)
of cohabitation in eighteenth- and nineteenth-century England. It concludes with
a consideration of the relationship between legal regulation and social trends.
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Teaches unmarried couples who are living together the financial and legal
strategies necessary to secure their rights in cases of medical emergency, estate
planning, property rights, investments, child custody, and similar areas. Original.
In Unmarried Couples, Law, and Public Policy, Cynthia Grant Bowman explores
legal recognition of opposite-sex cohabiting couples in the United States.
Unmarried cohabitation has increased at a phenomenal rate in the U.S. over the
last few decades, but the law has not responded to the legal issues raised by this
new family form. Although a majority of cohabiting unions dissolve within the first
two years, many are longer in term and function like other families; a large
number of children also reside in these households. If one partner dies, is injured,
or leaves the family, the remaining family members are left in an extremely
vulnerable position in almost every state without any type of survivors' benefits,
compensation for loss of a wage-earning partner, or remedies similar to those
available upon dissolution of a marriage. The author argues that the many
benefits attendant upon formal marriage should be extended to cohabitants who
have lived together for more than two years or give birth to a child. In order to
avoid these consequences, a couple would need to opt out of them by contract.
Professor Bowman reaches this conclusion after a thorough review of the history
of the legal treatment of cohabitation in the United States, the inadequacy of the
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legal remedies available to cohabitants in most states, the now-voluminous social
science literature about cohabitation, and the experience of six other countries
(England, Canada, Australia, France, The Netherlands, and Sweden) that have
attempted a variety of legal reforms to address the problems of cohabitants.
Many unmarried couples living together assume that they have the same legal
rights as married couples, or civil partnerships, should one of them die or the
couple split up. But if you think that cohabiting couples have the same legal rights
as spouses, think again. In the eyes of family law, the terms 'common law
marriage' or a 'common law wife' or 'common law husband' don't exist. So
although you may think you don't need a marriage certificate to prove how much
you're in love, you do need to consider you financial security as living together
does pose risks when you're sharing assets, joining your income and setting up
home together.
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