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The author examines the events of one August night
in 1964, when U.S. ships were allegedly attacked by
the North Vietnamese, leading to an escalation of
U.S. involvement in the war, and demonstrates that
the attack never took place. UP.
The United States involvement in Vietnam began in
1950 when President Truman provided aid to the
French military in Indochina and deployed 35
American advisors. By 1969 the United States had
543,000 troops in Vietnam engaged in a war to
thwart communist expansion in the region and
stabilize the fledgling South Vietnamese
Government. The most dramatic increases occurred
between 1965 and 1968 following the initial
deployment of U.S. ground combat troops. The chain
of events that forced President Johnson and his
advisors to choose this course of action have been
the topic of debate for 35 years, with conclusions
ranging from benign criticism to charges of criminal
misconduct. This paper will document the
incremental increases of U.S. involvement in the war
effort and explore the rational for each specific
escalation decision. The escalation of the War in
Vietnam was a direct result of the inability of the U.S.
to make a firm commitment during the early stages
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of the conflict. Had we had a better understanding of
the situation early in the game, we may have known
that an early and strong commitment of U.S. forces
could have forced Hanoi to accept the South
Vietnamese Government and the partitioning of the
country.
This book provides a comprehensive narrative
history of U.S. involvement in Southeast Asia, from
1942 to 1975--with a concluding section that traces
U.S.-Vietnam relations from the end of the war in
1975 to the present. Unlike most general histories of
U.S. involvement in Vietnam--which are either
conventional diplomatic or military histories--this
volume synthesizes the perspectives to explore both
dimensions of the struggle in greater depth,
elucidating more of the complexities of the
U.S.-Vietnam entanglement. It explains why
Americans tried so hard for so long to stop the
spread of Communism into Indochina, and why they
failed. Key topics: The Fall of Saigon: The End as
Prelude. Vietnam: A Place and A People. The
Elephant and the Tiger. An Experiment in Nation
Building. Raising the Stakes. Going to War. The
Chain of Thunders. The Year of the Monkey. A War
to End a War. The End of the Tunnel. Market: For
anyone curious to know about the long American
involvement in Southeast Asia, 1942-1975.
"Through a collection of original source documents
and the words of those who lived through it, The
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Vietnam War gives insight into the historic
background and events leading to American
involvement and escalation of the war. Professor
Mitch Yamasaki examines the major interpretations
of how and why the U.S. became involved, what it
hoped to accomplish, and how a poorly armed
guerilla army thwarted U.S. efforts. Carefully
selected materials highlight the forces that led to
President Johnson's dilemma, the country's deep
divisions over the war, and the ongoing
reexamination of the Vietnam War."
"Masterful. . . . Logevall presents a vivid and tragic
portrait of the elements of U.S. decision-making on
Vietnam from the beginning of the Kennedy
administration through the announcement of the
American ground war in July 1965. In the process he
reveals a troubling picture of top officials in both the
Kennedy and Johnson administrations persisting in
efforts to boost the fortunes of sucessive
governments of South Vietnam, even while they
acknowledged that their chances for success were
remote. In addition, he places the decision-making
squarely in the international context."—Robert D.
Schulzinger, author of A Time for War: The United
States and Vietnam, 1941-1975 "Stunning in its
research and highly sophisticated in its analysis,
Choosing War is far and away the best study we
have of Lyndon Johnson's escalation of the conflict
in Vietnam."—George C. Herring "In this fine book,
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Fredrick Logevall offers the first detailed examination
of why diplomacy failed to head off the Vietnam War.
Grounding himself in documentary research and
other sources from several countries, Logevall
comes closer than anyone ever has to explaining
what happened. His clear writing and deep analysis
may well change our understanding of Vietnam as a
quagmire."—John Prados, author of The Hidden
History of the Vietnam War "A rising star among a
new generation of historians, Fredrik Logevall has
written the most important Vietnam book in years. By
explaining the international context of that tragic
conflict, Choosing War provides startling answers to
the question, Why did the war happen?
Controversial yet fair, this account challenges the
reader to think through John F. Kennedy's and
Lydon B. Johnson's individual responsibility for
Vietnam. The effect is compelling, unforgettable
history."—Timothy Naftali, co-author of "One Hell of a
Gamble:" Khrushchev, Castro, and Kennedy,
1958-1964
This text examines the great unanswered question
on the Vietnam War: could the tragedy have been
averted? It challenges prevailing myth that the
outbreak of large-scale fighting in 1965 was
unavoidable and argues that the war was
unnecessary.
Why did the US make a commitment to an
independent South Vietnam? Could a major war
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have been averted? Fredrik Logevall provides a
concise, comprehensive and accessible introduction
to the origins of the Vietnam War from the end of the
Indochina War in 1954 to the eruption of full-scale
war in 1965, and places events against their full
international background.
More than a quarter of a century after the last Marine
Corps Huey left the American embassy in Saigon,
the lessons and legacies of the most divisive war in
twentieth-century American history are as hotly
debated as ever. Why did successive
administrations choose little-known Vietnam as the
"test case" of American commitment in the fight
against communism? Why were the "best and
brightest" apparently blind to the illegitimacy of the
state of South Vietnam? Would Kennedy have pulled
out had he lived? And what lessons regarding
American foreign policy emerged from the war? The
Columbia Guide to the Vietnam War helps readers
understand this tragic and complex conflict. The
book contains both interpretive information and a
wealth of facts in easy-to-find form. Part I provides a
lucid narrative overview of contested issues and
interpretations in Vietnam scholarship. Part II is a
mini-encyclopedia with descriptions and analysis of
individuals, events, groups, and military operations.
Arranged alphabetically, this section enables readers
to look up isolated facts and specialized terms. Part
III is a chronology of key events. Part IV is an
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annotated guide to resources, including films,
documentaries, CD-ROMs, and reliable Web sites.
Part V contains excerpts from historical documents
and statistical data.
Get out! Run! We must leave this place! They are
going to destroy this whole place! Go, children, run
first! Go now! These were the final shouts nine yearold Kim Phuc heard before her world dissolved into
flames—before napalm bombs fell from the sky,
burning away her clothing and searing deep into her
skin. It’s a moment forever captured, an iconic
image that has come to define the horror and
violence of the Vietnam War. Kim was left for dead in
a morgue; no one expected her to survive the attack.
Napalm meant fire, and fire meant death. Against all
odds, Kim lived—but her journey toward healing was
only beginning. When the napalm bombs dropped,
everything Kim knew and relied on exploded along
with them: her home, her country’s freedom, her
childhood innocence and happiness. The coming
years would be marked by excruciating treatments
for her burns and unrelenting physical pain
throughout her body, which were constant reminders
of that terrible day. Kim survived the pain of her body
ablaze, but how could she possibly survive the pain
of her devastated soul? Fire Road is the true story of
how she found the answer in a God who suffered
Himself; a Savior who truly understood and cared
about the depths of her pain. Fire Road is a story of
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horror and hope, a harrowing tale of a life changed in
an instant—and the power and resilience that can
only be found in the power of God’s mercy and love.
To fully comprehend the Vietnam War, it is essential
to understand the central role that southerners
played in the nation's commitment to the war, in the
conflict's duration, and in the fighting itself. President
Lyndon B. Johnson of Texas and Secretary of State
Dean Rusk of Georgia oversaw the dramatic
escalation of U.S. military involvement from 1965
through 1968. General William Westmoreland, born
and raised in South Carolina, commanded U.S.
forces during most of the Johnson presidency.
Widely supported by their constituents, southern
legislators collectively provided the most dependable
support for war funding and unwavering opposition
to measures designed to hasten U.S. withdrawal
from the conflict. In addition, southerners served,
died, and were awarded the Medal of Honor in
numbers significantly disproportionate to their states'
populations. In The American South and the Vietnam
War, Joseph A. Fry demonstrates how Dixie's
majority pro-war stance derived from a host of
distinctly regional values, perspectives, and
interests. He also considers the views of the
dissenters, from student protesters to legislators
such as J. William Fulbright, Albert Gore Sr., and
John Sherman Cooper, who worked in the corridors
of power to end the conflict, and civil rights activists
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such as Martin Luther King Jr., Muhammad Ali, and
Julian Bond, who were among the nation's most
outspoken critics of the war. Fry's innovative and
masterful study draws on policy analysis and polling
data as well as oral histories, transcripts, and letters
to illuminate not only the South's influence on foreign
relations, but also the personal costs of war on the
home front.
This book is about the past and continuing debate
over the causes of United States involvement in the
Vietnam War. It brings together readings that best
exemplify the widely varying answers that historians,
political scientists, social scientists, policymakers,
journalists, and novelists have given to the essential
question of American involvement: why did the U.S.
intervene diplomatically and militarily in Vietnam
between 1945 and 1975?Ó --from the Preface To
Reason Why breaks new ground in covering and
analyzing this issue. Kimball has gathered together
thirty-eight readings -- including speeches,
interviews, and articles -- that best exemplify the
conflicting ideas and theories about the U.S.
intervention in Vietnam. Among these thirty-eight
readings are excerpts from David Halberstam,
Daniel Ellsberg, Frances FitzGerald, Henry
Kissinger, Lyndon Johnson, and Richard Nixon.
In November of 1964, as Lyndon Johnson
celebrated his landslide victory over Barry
Goldwater, the government of South Vietnam lay in a
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shambles. Ambassador Maxwell Taylor described it
as a country beset by "chronic factionalism, civilianmilitary suspicion and distrust, absence of national
spirit and motivation, lack of cohesion in the social
structure, lack of experience in the conduct of
government." Virtually no one in the Johnson
Administration believed that Saigon could defeat the
communist insurgency--and yet by July of 1965, a
mere nine months later, they would lock the United
States on a path toward massive military intervention
which would ultimately destroy Johnson's presidency
and polarize the American people. Into the Quagmire
presents a closely rendered, almost day-by-day
account of America's deepening involvement in
Vietnam during those crucial nine months. Mining a
wealth of recently opened material at the Lyndon
Baines Johnson Library and elsewhere, Brian
VanDeMark vividly depicts the painful unfolding of a
national tragedy. We meet an LBJ forever fearful of a
conservative backlash, which he felt would doom his
Great Society, an unsure and troubled leader
grappling with the unwanted burden of Vietnam;
George Ball, a maverick on Vietnam, whose carefully
reasoned (and, in retrospect, strikingly prescient)
stand against escalation was discounted by Rusk,
McNamara, and Bundy; and Clark Clifford, whose
last-minute effort at a pivotal meeting at Camp David
failed to dissuade Johnson from doubling the
number of ground troops in Vietnam. What comes
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across strongly throughout the book is the deep
pessimism of all the major participants as things
grew worse--neither LBJ, nor Bundy, nor McNamara,
nor Rusk felt confident that things would improve in
South Vietnam, that there was any reasonable
chance for victory, or that the South had the will or
the ability to prevail against the North. And yet
deeper into the quagmire they went. Whether
describing a tense confrontation between George
Ball and Dean Acheson ("You goddamned old
bastards," Ball said to Acheson, "you remind me of
nothing so much as a bunch of buzzards sitting on a
fence and letting the young men die") or corrupt
politicians in Saigon, VanDeMark provides readers
with the full flavor of national policy in the making.
More important, he sheds greater light on why
America became entangled in the morass of
Vietnam.
Seminar paper from the year 2005 in the subject
History Europe - Other Countries - Newer History,
European Unification, grade: 1,7, University PierreMendès-France (Institut des Etudes Politiques),
course: Cours spécialisé, 11 entries in the
bibliography, language: English, abstract: Since the
beginning of the escalation of the Vietnam War
politicians and scientists are discussing the reasons
for this intensification of military action. One can find
as much theories as theorists. In the following I will
present the most important and disseminated
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concepts. To create a foundation for my presentation
I will shortly describe the chronology of the events
which frame the escalation and the escalation itself.
After that I will at first present the official,
government explanation for the escalation, which is
based on the containment of Communist aggression.
Subsequent to that I will portray the two most
important theories: the 'Quagmire Theory' and the
'Stalemate Theory'. Furthermore some analysts saw
the dilemma in the personality and the authority of
the American Presidents. At least there is the idea
that the escalation was a result of political and
economical interests of the USA. Finally I will finish
my work with my own conclusion about the
intervention in the Vietnam War and its escalation.
The Vietnam War was, in the words of a preeminent
scholar of the conflict (George C. Herring),
"America's longest war." The Indochina conflict
spanned the first generation of the larger Cold War
and lasts to this day in American memory and
cultural representation. Although the war remains a
sensitive subject for many, a consensus exists that
would echo the words of former Secretary of
Defense Robert S. McNamara in his memoir, In
Retrospect, "We were wrong, we were terribly
wrong." The six volumes in this series pull together
the best article literature on the History of American
Involvement in Vietnam. The scholars writing in the
first volume explore the roots of U.S. intervention,
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which followed in the wake of France's failed effort
(supported and financed in Washington) to assert
imperial control over Indochina. Volume II analyzed
military aspects of the Vietnam War's history Volume
V focuses on the lessons and legacies of the conflict,
the source of a particularly sharp debate during the
first administration of President Ronald W. Reagan.
The final volume in the series analyzes the Vietnam
War's extensive afterlife - in memory, film, literature,
and popular discourse. Available individually by
volume. Volume 1. The Origins of Intervention
(0-8153-3531-8) Volume 2. Military Strategy and
Escalation (0-8153-3532-6) Volume 3. ExecutiveLegislative Relations, Tracing the Impact of the War
on U.S. Governmental Structures and Policies
(0-8153-3533-4) Volume 4. The Diplomacy of War
(0-8153-3534-2) Volume 5. The Anti-War Movement
(0-8153-3535-0) Volume 6. Representation,
Memories, and Legacies (0-8153-3536-9)
Going beyond the dominant orthodox narrative to
incorporate insight from revisionist scholarship on
the Vietnam War, Michael G. Kort presents the case
that the United States should have been able to win
the war, and at a much lower cost than it suffered in
defeat. Presenting a study that is both
historiographic and a narrative history, Kort analyzes
important factors such as the strong nationalist
credentials and leadership qualities of South
Vietnam's Ngo Dinh Diem; the flawed military
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strategy of 'graduated response' developed by
Robert McNamara; and the real reasons South
Vietnam collapsed in the face of a massive North
Vietnamese invasion in 1975. Kort shows how the
US commitment to defend South Vietnam was not a
strategic error but a policy consistent with US
security interests during the Cold War, and that there
were potentially viable strategic approaches to the
war that might have saved South Vietnam.
From the end of World War II down to the dissolution
of the Soviet Union, the primary objective of U.S.
foreign policy has been to prevent the expansion of
communism. Indeed, that objective was directly
embodied in the so-called strategy of containment, a
global approach to the pursuit of U.S. national
security interests that was first adumbrated by
George F. Kennan in 1947 and later became the
guiding force in U.S. foreign policy. At first, the
concept of containment was applied primarily to
Europe. It was there that the threat to U.S. interests
from international communism directed from Moscow
was first perceived, in the form of Soviet efforts to
dominate the nations of Eastern Europe and extend
Soviet influence into the eastern Mediterranean and
the Middle East. Other areas of the world—Asia,
Africa, and Latin America—were considered to be
less threatened by forces hostile to the free world or
more peripheral to U.S. foreign policy concerns. At
least that was the view initially proclaimed by George
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Kennan himself, who identified five areas in the
world as vital to the United States: North America,
Great Britain, Central Europe, the USSR, and Japan.
Only the latter was located in Asia. By the end of the
decade, however, the focus of U.S. containment
strategy was extended to include East and
Southeast Asia, primarily because of the increasing
likelihood of a communist victory in the Chinese Civil
War, which, in the minds of some U.S. policymakers,
would be tantamount to giving the Soviet Union a
dominant position on the Asian mainland. Added to
the growing threat in China was the increasingly
unstable situation in Southeast Asia, where the long
arc of colonies that had been established by the
imperialist powers during the last half of the
nineteenth century was gradually but inexorably
being replaced by independent states. The
emergence of such colonial territories into
independence was generally viewed as a welcome
prospect by foreign policy observers in Washington,
but when combined with the impending victory of
communist forces in China it raised the unsettling
possibility that the entire region might be brought
within the reach of the Kremlin.
The anti-Vietnam War movement marked the first time in
American history that record numbers marched and
protested to an antiwar tune-on college campuses, in
neighborhoods, and in Washington. Although it did not
create enough pressure on decision-makers to end U.S.
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involvement in the war, the movement's impact was
monumental. It served as a major constraint on the
government's ability to escalate, played a significant role
in President Lyndon B. Johnson's decision in 1968 not to
seek another term, and was a factor in the Watergate
affair that brought down President Richard Nixon. At last,
the story of the entire antiwar movement from its advent
to its dissolution is available in Antiwarriors: The Vietnam
War and the Battle for America's Hearts and Minds .
Author Melvin Small describes not only the origins and
trajectory of the anti-Vietnam War movement in America,
but also focuses on the way it affected policy and public
opinion and the way it in turn was affected by the
government and the media, and, consequently, events in
Southeast Asia. Leading this crusade were outspoken
cultural rebels including Abbie Hoffman and Jerry Rubin,
as passionate about the cause as the music that
epitomizes the period. But in addition to radical
protestors whose actions fueled intense media coverage,
Small reveals that the anti-war movement included a
diverse cast of ordinary citizens turned war dissenter:
housewives, politicians, suburbanites, clergy members,
and the elderly. The antiwar movement comes to life in
this compelling new book that is sure to fascinate all
those interested in the Vietnam War and the turbulent,
tumultuous 1960s.
Publisher's description: "This book presents new
perspectives on the Vietnam War, its global
repercussions, and the role of this war in modern history.
The volume reveals 'America's War' as an international
event that reverberated all over the world: in domestic
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settings of numerous nation-states, combatants and noncombatants alike, as well as in transnational relations
and alliance systems. The volume thereby covers a wide
geographical range-from Berkeley and Berlin to
Cambodia and Canberra. The essays address political,
military, and diplomatic issues no less than cultural and
intellectual consequences of 'Vietnam'. The authors also
set the Vietnam War in comparison to other major
conflicts in world history; they cover over three centuries,
and develop general insights into the tragedies and
trajectories of military conflicts as phenomena of modern
societies in general. For the first time, 'America's War' is
thus depicted as a truly global event whose origins and
characteristics deserve an interdisciplinary treatment."
This riveting history includes a clear discussion of the
roots of American involvement in Indochina in the days
just after World War II and goes on to explore the varied
and complex motives behind America's effort to halt the
spread of communism in Asia. In clear, lucid prose,
Maurice Isserman explores the critical questions
surrounding the United States experience in Vietnam:
What led President Lyndon Baines Johnson to commit
combat troops in 1965? How was it possible for North
Vietnamese to suffer a military defeat in the Tet
Offensive in 1968 and yet achieve a political victory?
What has America learned from the experience of
fighting in Vietnam? The need for objective and accurate
information about the Vietnam War has never been
greater than it is today. This excellent resource is a
perfect starting point for students who want to get the
facts about this tragic episode in American history. New
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box features cover topics such as why the counterculture
flourished during the war; how the war helped win Nixon
the election and helped lose him the presidency; and
why Vietnam continues to haunt Americans.
Presents a short history of the Vietnam War and
discusses the invasion of French Indochina in July 1941,
U.S. involvement in 1962 and escalation in 1965, TET
Offensive, anti-war movement, and the withdrawal of
troops.
In 2014, the US marks the 50th anniversary of the Gulf of
Tonkin Resolution, the basis for the Johnson
administration's escalation of American military
involvement in Southeast Asia and war against North
Vietnam. Vietnam War Slang outlines the context behind
the slang used by members of the United States Armed
Forces during the Vietnam War. Troops facing and
inflicting death display a high degree of linguistic
creativity. Vietnam was the last American war fought by
an army with conscripts, and their involuntary
participation in the war added a dimension to the
language. War has always been an incubator for slang; it
is brutal, and brutality demands a vocabulary to describe
what we don't encounter in peacetime civilian life.
Furthermore, such language serves to create an intense
bond between comrades in the armed forces, helping
them to support the heavy burdens of war. The troops in
Vietnam faced the usual demands of war, as well as
several that were unique to Vietnam - a murky political
basis for the war, widespread corruption in the ruling
government, untraditional guerilla warfare, an
unpredictable civilian population in Vietnam, and a
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growing lack of popular support for the war back in the
US. For all these reasons, the language of those who
fought in Vietnam was a vivid reflection of life in wartime.
Vietnam War Slang lays out the definitive record of the
lexicon of Americans who fought in the Vietnam War.
Assuming no prior knowledge, it presents around 2000
headwords, with each entry divided into sections giving
parts of speech, definitions, glosses, the countries of
origin, dates of earliest known citations, and citations. It
will be an essential resource for Vietnam veterans and
their families, students and readers of history, and
anyone interested in the principles underpinning the
development of slang.
The editors of this collection of essays have thoughtfully
and thoroughly compiled a sequence of essays that take
readers through the high-controversial and devastating
Vietnam War. The essays are international sources,
giving multiple perspectives. Readers receive a historical
background on the war and learn of the major factors
that contributed to it. They will read about the
controversies surrounding it, as well as read compelling
personal narratives from those who lived through it or
were directly impacted by the war.
Fresh out of West Point, John Howard arrived for his first
tour in Vietnam in 1965, the first full year of escalation
when U.S. troop levels increased to 184,000 from 23,000
the year before. When he returned for a second tour in
1972, troop strength stood at 24,000 and would dwindle
to a mere 50 the following year. He thus participated in
the very early and very late stages of American military
involvement in the Vietnam War. His two tours—one as a
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platoon commander and member of an elite
counterguerrilla force, the second as a senior advisor to
the South Vietnamese—provide a fascinating lens
through which to view not only one soldier’s experience
in Vietnam, but also the country’s.
Into the Quagmire presents a closely rendered, almost
day-by-day account of America's deepening involvement
in Vietnam during those crucial nine months.
In the summer of 1965, President Lyndon B. Johnson
faced an agonizing decision. On June 7, General William
Westmoreland had come to him with a "bombshell"
request to more than double the number of existing
troops in Vietnam. LBJ, who wished to be remembered
as a great reformer, not as a war president, saw the
proposed escalation for what it was—the turning point for
American involvement in Vietnam. This is one of the
most discussed chapters in modern presidential history,
but George Herring, the acknowledged dean of Vietnam
War historians, has found a fascinating new way to tell
this story—through the remarkable legacy of LBJ’s taped
telephone conversations. Underused until now in
exploring Johnson’s decision making in Vietnam, the
phone conversations offer intimate, striking, and
sometimes poignant insights into this ordeal. Johnson
emerges as a fascinating character, obligated to pursue
victory in Vietnam but skeptical that it is even possible,
the whole while watching his plans for domestic reform
threatened. The president walks a fine line between a
military he must placate and a Congress whose support
he must maintain as he tries to implement his Great
Society legislation. The reader can see the flaws in the
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Cold War sensibility contributing to Johnson’s tragic
attempt to hold ground against an enemy with whom he
had no leverage. The cast includes many of the era’s
most iconic players, such as Secretary of Defense
Robert McNamara, General Westmoreland ("I have a lot
riding on you," LBJ tells him—"I hope you don’t pull a
MacArthur on me!"), House minority leader Gerald Ford,
anti-war advocate Robert Kennedy ("I think you’ve got to
sit down and talk to Bobby," LBJ tells McNamara), and
former president Eisenhower, a valuable contact in the
Republican camp. A concise, inside look at seven critical
weeks in 1965—presented as a Rotunda ebook linking to
transcripts and audio files of the original presidential
tapes— The War Bells Have Rung offers both student
and scholar a vivid and accessible look at a decision on
which LBJ’s presidency would pivot and that would
change modern American history. Miller Center Studies
on the Presidency is a new series of original works that
draw on the Miller Center's scholarly programs to shed
light on the American presidency past and present.
Documents the origin of American involvement in the
Vietnam War and how the policies in the Eisenhower,
Kennedy, and Johnson administrations led to war.
"The war in Vietnam was not lost in the field, nor was it
lost on the front pages of the New York Times or the
college campuses. It was lost in Washington, D.C." - H.
R. McMaster (from the Conclusion) Dereliction Of Duty is
a stunning new analysis of how and why the United
States became involved in an all-out and disastrous war
in Southeast Asia. Fully and convincingly researched,
based on recently released transcripts and personal
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accounts of crucial meetings, confrontations and
decisions, it is the only book that fully re-creates what
happened and why. It also pinpoints the policies and
decisions that got the United States into the morass and
reveals who made these decisions and the motives
behind them, disproving the published theories of other
historians and excuses of the participants. Dereliction Of
Duty covers the story in strong narrative fashion,
focusing on a fascinating cast of characters: President
Lyndon Johnson, Robert McNamara, General Maxwell
Taylor, McGeorge Bundy and other top aides who
deliberately deceived the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the U.S.
Congress and the American public. Sure to generate
controversy, Dereliction Of Duty is an explosive and
authoritative new look at the controversy concerning the
United States involvement in Vietnam.
The Escalation of American Involvement in the Vietnam
WarTonkin Gulf and the Escalation of the Vietnam
WarUniv of North Carolina Press
General Wallace M. Greene Jr. was the 23d
Commandant of the Marine Corps, serving from 1964 to
1967, a period in which American involvement in
Vietnam increased dramatically. The Greene Papers:
General Wallace M. Greene Jr. and the Escalation of the
Vietnam War, January 1964-March 1965 contains more
than 100 documents from the personal papers of
General Greene and is the first edited volume of
personal papers to be published by the Marine Corps
History Division as a monograph. Produced by a
member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, General Greene's
notes provide readers with a firsthand account from one
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of the main participants in the decision-making process
that led to the commitment of a large-scale American
expeditionary force in Southeast Asia. Because of
President Lyndon B. Johnson's reticence to regularly
consult the Joint Chiefs on military matters, however, the
notes also give readers a second point of view: that of a
frustrated advisor kept on the outside and forced to look
in, observe, and reflect on major military decisions often
made without his input or support. Also apparent are the
tensions between Greene and President Johnson's
aggressive and domineering Secretary of Defense,
Robert S. McNamara. This volume begins in January
1964 and ends just before the landing of the 9th Marine
Expeditionary Brigade at Da Nang on 8 March 1965, a
pivotal moment that marked the official transition from
the United States' advisory mission to a more active
combat mission. In doing so, it traces Greene's growing
frustration with McNamara's and Johnson's equivocation
and uncertainty about Southeast Asia. Along with a
series of commemorative pamphlets, this book is part of
the Marine Corps History Division's effort to mark the
fiftieth anniversary of the Vietnam War. Other
publications avaialble from the United States Marine
Corps can be found here:
https://bookstore.gpo.gov/agency/922 Other publications
about the Vietnam War can be found here: https://bookst
ore.gpo.gov/catalog/us-military-history/battleswars/vietnam-war
From the late 1950's and especially after the election of
President John F. Kennedy in 1960, US involvement in
Vietnam had steadily increased. In 1963, most of the
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American troops in South Vietnam were Army Special
Forces (better known then as the "Green Berets"). By
1965, events both military and political had led to a
massive escalation in US involvement in the country. In
1963 there were some 16,000 men US servicemen in
Vietnam. By 1966 when David Dolby arrived "in-country",
there were nearly 400,000. David was born in the small
city of Norristown, Pennsylvania on May 14, 1946 to
Charles ( a WWII veteran and POW) and Mary Dolby.
Mary and Charles also had a younger son named Daniel.
At Spring Ford High School, David was on both the
football and wrestling teams - his brother called him "the
toughest guy in three counties". Upon graduation, David
almost immediately went to the local recruiting center
and enlisted in the US Army. By the time he entered the
army David was a solid and muscular six feet tall. In
1964-65 when David joined the army, most Americans,
while perhaps not rabid supporters of the war, felt that
America's interest in Southeast Asia was warranted. It
did not take long for these opinions to change, and by
the late 1960's and early 1970's more and more
Americans were urging both the Johnson and later, the
Nixon administrations to end our involvement there.
When Americans look back on the 1960's today in
relation to the Vietnam War through documentaries and
movies we are bombarded with images of anti-war
demonstrators and activists demanding that the US
government end its involvement in Vietnam. There is no
mistaking that as time went by the anti-war movement
grew in strength. Many Americans began to see that the
war was un-winnable, that perhaps the United States did
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not have vital interests in Vietnam, and that the war was
at the center of much of the strife that was beginning to
tear the nation apart.
#1 NATIONAL BESTSELLER. The definitive insider's
account of American policy making in Vietnam. "Can
anyone remember a public official with the courage to
confess error and explain where he and his country went
wrong? This is what Robert McNamara does in this
brave, honest, honorable, and altogether compelling
book."—Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. Written twenty years after
the end of the Vietnam War, former Secretary of Defense
Robert McNamara's controversial memoir answers the
lingering questions that surround this disastrous episode
in American history. With unprecedented candor and
drawing on a wealth of newly declassified documents,
McNamara reveals the fatal misassumptions behind our
involvement in Vietnam. Keenly observed and
dramatically written, In Retrospect possesses the
urgency and poignancy that mark the very best
histories—and the unsparing candor that is the trademark
of the greatest personal memoirs. Includes a preface
written by McNamara for the paperback edition.
A concise, accessible history of one of the most
important and fascinating conflicts of the 20th centuryOn
March 8, 1965, 3,500 U.S. Marines of the 9th Marine
Expeditionary Brigade made an amphibious landing at
Da Nang on the south central coast of South Vietnam,
marking the beginning of a conflict that would haunt
American politics and society for many years, even after
the withdrawal of U.S. forces in 1972. For the people of
North Vietnam it was just another in a long line of foreign
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invaders. For 2,000 years they had struggled for selfdetermination, coming into conflict during that time with
the Chinese, the Mongols, the European colonial
powers, the Japanese, and the French. Now it was the
turn of the United States, a far-away nation reluctant to
go to war but determined to prevent Vietnam from falling
into Communist hands. This history explains how the
U.S. became involved in its longest war, a conflict that,
from the outset, many claimed it could never win. It
details the escalation of American involvement from the
provision of military advisors and equipment to the
threatened South Vietnamese, to an all-out shooting war
involving American soldiers, airmen, and sailors, of
whom around 58,000 would die and more than 300,000
would be wounded. Their struggle was against an
indomitable enemy, able to absorb huge losses in terms
of life and infrastructure. The politics of the war are
examined and the decisions and ambitions of five
presidents are addressed in the light of what many have
described as a defeat for American might. The book also
explores the relationship of the Vietnam War to the Cold
War politics of the time.

When life loses its meaning, when suddenly the world is
turned upside down, when there's nothing left that resembles
life as we've known it, where do we find the strength and
sustenance to go on?
For naval aviator Jerry Coffee and others who were held as
prisoners of war in North Vietnam, there was only one choice:
to go within.
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Beyond Survival is a journey into the invincible human spirit
that unites heart and mind in a compelling and unforgettable
experience. Drawing from his seven years as a POW,
Captain Coffee provides timeless lessons that apply to the
physical, emotional, and ethical challenges of everyday life.
Proving that leadership and creativity are possible in difficult
and uncertain circumstances, Captain Coffee offers a
message we can draw on in any trying situation. His story
demonstrates that conviction must come from within, and in
telling that story he touches the place inside of us where
growth begins.
Beyond Survival is a positive statement about love and
commitment in the midst of war and division. It contrasts the
cold reality of war, degradation, and torture with the warmth of
human connections, inner serenity, and kinship with all of life.
It poignantly illustrates that to be stripped of everything that is
familiar and by which we identify ourselves leaves us with
only what unites us - our human identity. It conveys truths
about relationships at every level - with ourselves, with
others, with our country, and with our God.
Without inflaming the wounds inflicted by America's
involvement in Vietnam, Beyond Survival explores an issue at
the heart of every free society: the willingness of ordinary
individuals to maintain a passion for freedom so compelling
that adversity strengthens rather than weakens personal
resolve in the worst of circumstances. Through Gerald
Coffee's story you will discover the universal principles of
survival and triumph that empower anyone to overcome
adversity.
An exploration of the effects of US propaganda on America's
Western allies - particularly France, West Germany, Great
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Britain, Australia and New Zealand - from the time when the
Vietnam War began to escalate in February 1965 to the
American withdrawal and its immediate aftermath. One of its
main aims is to assess the amount and veracity of information
passed on by the US administration to allied governments
and to compare this with the level of public information on the
war in allied countries.
The Gulf of Tonkin: The United States and the Escalation in
the Vietnam War analyzes the events that led to the
escalation of the conflict in Vietnam and increased American
involvement. On August 4, 1964, the captains of two
American destroyers, the USS Maddox and the USS Turner
Joy, reported that their ships were being attacked by North
Vietnamese torpedo boats. This report came on top of a
previous report by the captain of the USS Maddox, indicating
that he had been attacked by torpedo boats two nights
earlier. The text introduces readers to the historiography of
these incidents and how the perception of the events
changed over time. The attacks, which were collectively
called the Gulf of Tonkin incident, are presented in the
context not only of the Vietnam War but also of the Cold War
and U.S. government powers, enabling students to
understand the events’ full ramifications. Using essential
primary documents, Tal Tovy provides an accessible
introduction to a vital turning point in U.S. and international
affairs. This book will be useful to all students of the Vietnam
War, American military history, and foreign policy history.
"If a historian were allowed but one book on the American
involvement in Vietnam, this would be it." — Foreign Affairs
When first published in 1979, four years after the end of one
of the most divisive conflicts in the United States, The Irony of
Vietnam raised eyebrows. Most students of the war argued
that the United States had "stumbled into a quagmire in
Vietnam through hubris and miscalculation," as the New York
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Times's Fox Butterfield put it. But the perspective of time and
the opening of documentary sources, including the Pentagon
Papers, had allowed Gelb and Betts to probe deep into the
decisionmaking leading to escalation of military action in
Vietnam. The failure of Vietnam could be laid at the door of
American foreign policy, they said, but the decisions that led
to the failure were made by presidents aware of the risks,
clear about their aims, knowledgeable about the weaknesses
of their allies, and under no illusion about the outcome. The
book offers a picture of a steely resolve in government circles
that, while useful in creating consensus, did not allow for
alternative perspectives. In the years since its publication,
The Irony of Vietnam has come to be considered the seminal
work on the Vietnam War.
While most historians of the Vietnam War focus on the origins
of U.S. involvement and the Americanization of the conflict,
Lien-Hang T. Nguyen examines the international context in
which North Vietnamese leaders pursued the war and
American intervention ended. This riveting narrative takes the
reader from the marshy swamps of the Mekong Delta to the
bomb-saturated Red River Delta, from the corridors of power
in Hanoi and Saigon to the Nixon White House, and from the
peace negotiations in Paris to high-level meetings in Beijing
and Moscow, all to reveal that peace never had a chance in
Vietnam. Hanoi's War renders transparent the internal
workings of America's most elusive enemy during the Cold
War and shows that the war fought during the peace
negotiations was bloodier and much more wide ranging than
it had been previously. Using never-before-seen archival
materials from the Vietnam Ministry of Foreign Affairs, as well
as materials from other archives around the world, Nguyen
explores the politics of war-making and peace-making not
only from the North Vietnamese perspective but also from
that of South Vietnam, the Soviet Union, China, and the
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United States, presenting a uniquely international portrait.
"The most thoughtful and judicious one-volume history of the
war and the American political leaders who presided over the
difficult and painful decisions that shaped this history. The
book will stand for the foreseeable future as the best study of
the tragic mistakes that led to so much suffering."—Robert
Dallek Many books have been written on the tragic decisions
regarding Vietnam made by the young stars of the Kennedy
and Johnson administrations. Yet despite millions of words of
analysis and reflection, no historian has been able to explain
why such decent, brilliant, and previously successful men
stumbled so badly. That changes with Road to Disaster.
Historian Brian VanDeMark draws upon decades of archival
research, his own interviews with many of those involved, and
a wealth of previously unheard recordings by Robert
McNamara and Clark Clifford, who served as Defense
Secretaries for Kennedy and Johnson. Yet beyond that, Road
to Disaster is also the first history of the war to look at the
cataclysmic decisions of those in the Kennedy and Johnson
administrations through the prism of recent research in
cognitive science, psychology, and organizational theory to
explain why the "Best and the Brightest" became trapped in
situations that suffocated creative thinking and willingness to
dissent, why they found change so hard, and why they were
so blind to their own errors. An epic history of America’s
march to quagmire, Road to Disaster is a landmark in
scholarship and a book of immense importance.
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