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Theories Of Religion
Anthropologists have always been concerned with the difference between
traditional (or 'primitive') and scientific modes of thought and with the
relationships between magic, religion and science. John Skorupski distinguishes
two broadly opposed approaches to these problems: the 'intellectualist' regards
primitive systems of thought and actions as cosmologies, comparable to scientific
theory, which emerge and persist as attempts to control the natural world; the
'symbolist' regards them as essentially representative or expressive of the pattern
of social relations in the culture in which they exist. Dr Skorupski considers in
particular the notions of ritual, ceremony and symbol. He shows how their
understanding involves and suggests more general philosophical problems of
relativism, interpretation, translation, and the connections between belief and
action. These are difficult and important problems and require an unusual
combination of imagination and interdisciplinary exercise. This book is intended
especially for philosophers, social anthropologists, social theorists and students
of comparative religion.
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Why has religion persisted across the course of human history? Secularists have
predicted the end of faith for a long time, but religions continue to attract
followers. Meanwhile, scholars of religion have expanded their field to such an
extent that we lack a basic framework for making sense of the chaos of religious
phenomena. To remedy this state of affairs, Martin Riesebrodt here undertakes a
task that is at once simple and monumental: to define, understand, and explain
religion as a universal concept. Instead of propounding abstract theories,
Riesebrodt concentrates on the concrete realities of worship, examining religious
holidays, conversion stories, prophetic visions, and life-cycle events. In analyzing
these practices, his scope is appropriately broad, taking into consideration
traditions in Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, Daoism, and Shinto.
Ultimately, Riesebrodt argues, all religions promise to avert misfortune, help their
followers manage crises, and bring both temporary blessings and eternal
salvation. And, as The Promise of Salvation makes clear through abundant
empirical evidence, religion will not disappear as long as these promises continue
to help people cope with life.
A cutting-edge introduction to contemporary religious studies theory, connecting
theory to data This innovative coursebook introduces students to interdisciplinary
theoretical tools for understanding contemporary religiously diverse
societies—both Western and non-Western. Using a case-study model, the text
considers: A wide and diverse array of contemporary issues, questions, and
critical approaches to the study of religion relevant to students and scholars A
variety of theoretical approaches, including decolonial, feminist, hermeneutical,
poststructuralist, and phenomenological analyses Current debates on whether
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the term "religion" is meaningful Many key issues about the study of religion,
including the insider-outsider debate, material religion, and lived religion Plural
and religiously diverse societies, including the theological ideas of traditions and
the political and social questions that arise for those living alongside adherents of
other religions Understanding Religion is designed to provide a strong foundation
for instructors to explore the ideas presented in each chapter in multiple ways,
engage students in meaningful activities in the classroom, and integrate
additional material into their lectures. Students will gain the tools to apply specific
methods from a variety of disciplines to analyze the social, political, spiritual, and
cultural aspects of religions. Its unique pedagogical design means it can be used
from undergraduate- to postgraduate-level courses.
Interest in theories of religion has never been greater. Scholars debate single
theoretical approaches in different scholarly journals, while the ‘new atheists’
such as Richard Dawkins and Daniel Dennett criticize the whole idea of religion.
For everyone eager to understand the current state of the field, Contemporary
Theories of Religion surveys the neglected landscape in its totality. Michael
Stausberg brings together leading scholars of the field to review and discuss
seventeen contemporary theories of religion. As well as scholars of religion, it
features anthropologists, archaeologists, classicists, evolutionary biologists,
philosophers and sociologists. Each chapter provides students with background
information on the theoretician, a presentation of the theory’s basic principles, an
analysis of basic assumptions, and a review of previous critiques. Concluding
with a section entitled 'Back and Forth', Stausberg compares the different
theories and points to further avenues of discussion for the future.
A comprehensive and approachable introduction to social scientific theories of
religion as they have developed in the twentieth century. In the first section the
groundwork is laid for the theories developed in the twentieth century, introducing
the significant thinkers who have established some of the main avenues of
discussion including Marx, Durkheim, Weber, Freud, Jung, and Otto. The second
section introduces the main approaches of the social scientific disciplines that
study religion: sociological, psychological, phenomenological, feminist and
anthropological. The third section puts religion under the microscope, examining
constituent elements such as ritual, symbolism and myth. Throughout the author
shows that theories and definitions need to be questioned and problematised,
and concludes with suggestions for how new definitions of religion might be
framed to provide more culturally sensitive and open-ended ways of
understanding. The introduction of key issues and thinkers in modern theories of
religion make this an ideal text for all Religious Studies students. Selling Points:
includes the four main modern approaches to religion - anthropological,
sociological, psychological and feminist each chapter includes an ethnographic
case study to exemplify the issues raised covers key themes such as symbolism,
myth, ritual, theories of embodiment, identity, boundaries, Marxism, Feminism,
ethnicity, science, and New Religious Movements
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Nine Theories of Religion, third edition, considers nine of the most important
religious theories that have been put forward since the scientific approach to
religion first caught the imagination of nineteenth century scholars. In each case,
the theory is presented by discussing the background of its major spokesman,
discussing key ideas as they are presented in text, noticing its distinctive features
in comparison with other theories, and recording the main objections raised by its
critics.
Scholars of religious studies from Europe and North America explore what a
secular, or scientific, study of religion should be like, what methods it should
apply, what aims, and what kind of scientific thinking should be pursued. They
also consider scholars as public intellectuals operating within and influenced by
general societal developments. The 18 essays provide a survey of current
thinking in the field. Distributed in the US by ISBS. c. Book News Inc.
The Evolution of Religion is a unique transdisciplinary volume that gathers the
latest research, debates, and programmatic visions of scholars studying religion
from an evolutionary perspective. Anyone interested in the relationship of
evolutionary science to religion will find insight and inspiration in this striking
collection of fifty short essays from a diverse group of renowned international
scolars. Here, God meets Darwin, and the conversation that ensues provides
fascinating reading for those seeking to make sense of religion's place in nature.
Why do human beings believe in divinities? Why do some seek eternal life, while
others seek escape from recurring lives? Why do the beliefs and behaviors we
typically call religious so deeply affect the human personality and so subtly
weave their way through human society? Ideal as a supplementary text in
introductory religion courses or as the main text in theory and method in religious
studies or in sociology of religion courses, Ten Theories of Religion, Fourth
Edition, offers an illuminating treatment of this controversial and fascinating
subject.
"Revised and updated in this second edition, Eight theories of religion considers
how ... fundamental questions have engaged the most important thinkers of the
modern era. Accessible, systematic, and succinct, the text examines the classic
interpretations of religion advanced by theorists who have left a major imprint on
the intellectual culture of the twentieth century."--p. 4 of cover.
""Why theories of religion?" After raising and answering this question the author
begins his examination of theories of religion by first looking at the explanations
given by religious believers (Revelation and Religious Experience). He then
considers the view of thinkers who have sought to transform religion into
philosophy (Plato, Kant and Hegel), before reviewing the theories of those who
have seen religion as arising out of errors in primitive thinking (Tyler, Frazer and
Levy-Bruhl) and those 'masters of suspicion', as Paul Ricoeur has called them,
(Feuerbach, Nietzsche, Marx and Freud) who offered what they believed to be
exhaustive psychological and sociological theories of the origin and nature of
religion. In the course of his discussion the author also engages with many
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contemporary thinkers whose discussions of religion have been based on these
classical accounts."--BOOK JACKET.
For the majority of cultures around the world, religion permeates and informs everyday
rituals of survival and hope. But religion also has served as the foundation for national
differences, racial conflicts, class exploitation, and gender discrimination. Indeed,
religious spirituality, having been transformed by contemporary economic and political
events, remains both empowering and controversial. Religions/Globalizations examines
the extent to which globalization and religion are inseparable terms, bound up with each
other in a number of critical and mutually revealing ways. As the contributors to this
work suggest, a crucial component of globalization—the breakdown of familiar
boundaries and power balances—may open a space in which religion can be deployed
to help refabricate new communities. Examples of such deployments can be found in
the workings of liberation theology in Latin America. In other cases, however, the
operations of globalization have provided a space for strident religious nationalism and
identity disputes to flourish. Is there in fact a dialectical tension between religion and
globalization, a codependence and codeterminism? While religion can be seen as a
globalizing force, it has also been transformed and even victimized by globalization. A
provocative assessment of a contemporary phenomenon with both cultural and political
dimensions, Religions/Globalizations will interest not only scholars in religious studies
but also those studying Latin America, the Middle East, South Asia, and Africa.
Contributors. David Batstone, Berit Bretthauer, Enrique Dussel, Dwight N. Hopkins,
Mark Juergensmeyer, Lois Ann Lorentzen, Eduardo Mendieta, Vijaya Rettakudi
Nagarajan, Kathryn Poethig, Lamin Sanneh, Linda E. Thomas
The second edition of this major book on the social analysis of religion incorporates a
substantial new introduction by Bryan S Turner. Religion and Social Theory assesses
the different theoretical approaches to the social function of religion. Turner discusses
at length the ideas of key contributors to these approaches (including Engels,
Durkheim, Weber, Nietzsche, Freud, Parsons, Marcuse, Habermas and Foucault). In so
doing, he develops a distinctive perspective on the role of religion as an institutional link
between economic and human reproduction. Social theories of religion are explored
through a resolutely comparative and historical analysis of the Abrahamic faiths Judaism, Islam and Christianity. Relating c
An Introduction to Religion and Politics offers a comprehensive overview of the many
theories of religion and politics, and provides students with an accessible but in-depth
account of the most significant debates, issues and methodologies. Fox examines the
ways in which religion influences politics, analyses the current key issues and provides
a state of the art account of religion and politics, highlighting the diversity in state
religion policies around the world. Topics covered include: Secularism and
secularization Religious identity Religious worldviews, beliefs, doctrines and theologies
Religious legitimacy Religious institutions and mobilization Rational and functional
religion Religious fundamentalism Conflict, violence and terror This work combines
theoretical analysis with data on the religion policies of 177 governments, showing that
while most of the world's government support religion and many restrict it; true
neutrality on the issue of religion is extremely rare. Religion is becoming an inescapable
issue in politics. This work will be essential reading for all students of religion and
politics, and will also be of great interest to those studying related subjects such as
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comparative politics, international relations and war and conflict studies.
Karya ini merupakan buku pokok (the source book) dalam studi agama yang sangat
patut dijadikan rujukan utama oleh akademisi sosiologi agama, antropologi agama,
psikologi agama, ataupun filsafat agama. Dengan membaaca buku ni, (utamanya)
pembaca pemula akan sangat terbantu dalam memahami dasar-dasar paradigmatikl
ketujuh tokoh besar yang sangat fenomenal.
Featuring comprehensive updates and additions, the second edition of Understanding
Theories of Religion explores the development of major theories of religion through the
works of classic and contemporary figures. • A new edition of this introductory text
exploring the core methods and theorists in religion, spanning the sixteenth-century
through to the latest theoretical trends • Features an entirely new section covering
religion and postmodernism; race, sex, and gender; and religion and postcolonialism •
Examines the development of religious theories through the work of classic and
contemporary figures from the history of anthropology, sociology, psychology,
philosophy, and theology • Reveals how the study of religion evolved in response to
great cultural conflicts and major historical events • Student-friendly features include
chapter introductions and summaries, biographical vignettes, a timeline, a glossary, and
many other learning aids
Askese und Mystizismus Sakramentalismus und Prophetismus als Idealtypen des
Glaubens Die Religionssoziologie leidet bis in die Gegenwart hauptsächlich unter zwei
Beengungen: der kulturell bedingten Gleichsetzung von Religion mit Monotheis mus
einerseits und der Durkheimschen Reduktion der Religion auf die Gesell schaft
andererseits. Eingeleitet durch die Identitätsphilosophie Schellings und Hegels mit
einem ersten Höhepunkt in Schleiermacher und Fichte, hat erst die Gegenwart,
insbesondere im Werk Tillichs, eine Oberwindung des theistischen Standpunktes
gebracht. Wie schon von Schopenhauer vermerkt, müssen sich Reli gion (Glaube) und
Theismus durchaus nicht decken; vielmehr kann Religiosität durchaus Atheismus mit
umfassen. Zugleich hat uns in jüngster Gegenwart das Werk Glocks und Starks darauf
auf merksam gemacht, daß der synthetisch-deskriptive Begriff der Religion analy tisch
in ganz unterschiedliche Dimensionen zerfällt, deren interessanteste die der
Glaubenserfahrung als der eigentliche Kern der Religion ist. Mit beiden Errun
genschaften: der Ausweitung des Religionsbegriffs über den Theismus hinaus, und der
Verschärfung des Religionsbegriffs durch seine Einengung auf Glauben, ist ein neuer
Ausgangspunkt für die Religionssoziologie gesetzt. Wie immer in teressant die
moralischen, ideologischen, rituellen und dogmatischen l'mplikatio nen sein mögen: der
Kern der Religionssoziologie gilt dem wechselseitigen Ver hältnis von Gesellschaft und
Glauben.
This is the first book to provide an introduction to contemporary cultural approaches to
the study of religion. This book makes sophisticated ideas accessible at an introductory
level, and examines the analytic tools of scholars in religious studies, as well as in
related disciplines that have shaped the field including anthropology, history, literature,
and critical studies in race, sexuality, and gender. Each chapter is written by a leading
scholar and includes: · the biographical and historical context of each theorist · their
approaches and key writings · analysis and evaluation of each theory · suggested
further reading. Part One: Comparative Approaches considers how major features such
as taboo, texts, myths and ritual work across religious traditions by exploring the work
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of Mary Douglas, Phyllis Trible, Wendy Doniger and Catherine Bell. Part Two:
Examining Particularities analyzes the comparative approach through the work of Alice
Walker, Charles Long and Caroline Walker Bynum, who all suggest that the specifics of
race, body, place and time must be considered. Part Three: Expanding Boundaries
examines Gloria Anzaldúa's language of religion, as well as the work of Judith Butler on
performative, queer theories of religion, and concludes with Saba Mahmood, whose
work considers postcolonial religious encounters, secularism, and the relationship
between “East” and “West.” Reflecting the cultural turn and challenging the existing
canon, this is the anthology instructors have been waiting for. For primary texts by the
theorists discussed, please consult The Bloomsbury Reader in Cultural Approaches to
the Study of Religion, edited by Sarah J. Bloesch and Meredith Minister.
This book surveys the major theorists in the psychology of religion—Sigmund Freud,
C.G. Jung, William James, Erich Fromm, Gordon Allport, Abraham Maslow and Viktor
Frankl—who are all seminal thinkers and represent the classical theories in this field.
Each of these theorists presents a more or less comprehensive theory of religion, which
attempts to give an account of the psychological origin and/or value of religion. The
approach of the book, in each case, shows how the theory of religion emerges not only
from the theorist's psychological theory, but also from his own life experience. Each
chapter contains an introductory overview of the theory, biographical material on the
theorist, his theory of personality, his theory of religion, and an evaluation of the theory
of religion. This consistent chapter format discusses the theorists' influence on the field,
points out some developments from and reactions to the theory, and raises certain
questions in order to stimulate readers' own critical responses. For individuals who
wants to view—and better understand—religion from the psychological perspective.
Theories of ReligionA ReaderRutgers University Press
The Handbook of Conspiracy Theories and Contemporary Religion is the first collection
to offer a comprehensive overview of conspiracy theories and their relationship with
religion(s), taking a global and interdisciplinary perspective.
Integrate spiritual traditions with psychological healing! In this fascinating volume,
clinical practitioners of different religious traditions examine the same clinical case,
offering insights, interventions, and explanations of transformation and healing. This
practical approach allows them to explore broader issues of personality theory and
psychology from the perspectives of various spiritual traditions: Hinduism, Buddhism,
Taoism, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Religious Theories of Personality and
Psychotherapy addresses both the practical issues of doing psychotherapy and the
deeper need to relate psychology and theology. After providing a thorough introduction
to the spiritual tradition, each author presents a critical psychological theory of
personality and psychotherapy grounded in that tradition. The authors address the
questions of what it means to be a person, what causes human distress, and how
individuals experience healing. Religious Theories of Personality and Psychotherapy
offers profound insights into the urgent issues of human suffering and psychological
transformation, including: theories of personality structure and human motivation the
nature of experience and processes of change the dialectical relation of theology and
psychology convergences and difference among the religious psychologies Marrying
theory and practice, spirit and psyche, Religious Theories of Personality and
Psychotherapy offers profound insights and effective interventions. Mental health
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professionals, clergy, and scholars in religion, cross-cultural studies, personality,
counseling, and psychotherapy will find this breakthrough book a life-changing
experience and an invaluable resource.
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This book argues that neither theories of secularisation nor theories of lived religion
offer satisfactory accounts of religion and social change. Drawing from Deleuze and
Gauttari's idea of the assemblage, Paul-Francois Tremlett outlines an alternative.
Informed by classical and contemporary theories of religion as well as empirical case
studies and ethnography conducted in Manila and London, this book re-frames religion
as spatially organised flows. Foregrounding the agency of hon-human actors, it offers a
compelling and original account of religion and social change.
Examines 13 secular and 13 religious theories to produce a wide-ranging comparative
study of the roots of moral development.
Sinceits founding by Jacques Waardenburg in 1971, Religion and Reason has been a
leading forum for contributions on theories, theoretical issues and agendas related to
the phenomenon and the study of religion. Topics include (among others) category
formation, comparison, ethnophilosophy, hermeneutics, methodology, myth,
phenomenology, philosophy of science, scientific atheism, structuralism, and theories of
religion. From time to time the series publishes volumes that map the state of the art
and the history of the discipline.
This book provides a comprehensive selection of readings that relate to and explore the
definition of religion. The texts come from a wide range of approaches, unified both by
the questions they address and their broadly social scientific perspective. The
disciplines covered include anthropology, phenomenology, psychology and sociology.
The editors have also included some key texts relating to the feminist approach to and
critique of religion. The initial section of the book includes some of the foundational
texts, such as materials by Marx, Freud, and Durkheim. The remaining sections look at
more recent discussions of the issues from the different disciplinary perspectives. Each
reading is introduced by a biographical sketch of the author. The book also includes
introductory discussions to each section that both raise the key issues developed in a
particular discipline and address the disciplinary approaches from a more critical
stance. Theories of Religion: A Reader is an invaluable critical resource, accessible to a
broad audience as well as students of theology and religious studies.Seth D. Kunin,
dean of Faculty of Arts and Humanities, University of Durham, is author of Religion: the
Modern Theories, coeditor of A Companion to Religious Studies and Theology, and
editor of Themes and Issues in Judaism. Jonathan Miles-Watson is lecturer in
anthropology at the University of Wales Swansea.
Unlike some other reproductions of classic texts (1) We have not used OCR(Optical
Character Recognition), as this leads to bad quality books with introduced typos. (2) In
books where there are images such as portraits, maps, sketches etc We have
endeavoured to keep the quality of these images, so they represent accurately the
original artefact. Although occasionally there may be certain imperfections with these
old texts, we feel they deserve to be made available for future generations to enjoy.
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