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The Wpa Guide To New York City
During the 1930s in the United States, the Works Progress Administration developed
the Federal Writers’ Project to support writers and artists while making a national effort
to document the country’s shared history and culture. The American Guide series
consists of individual guides to each of the states. Little-known authors—many of whom
would later become celebrated literary figures—were commissioned to write these
important books. John Steinbeck, Saul Bellow, Zora Neale Hurston, and Ralph Ellison
are among the more than 6,000 writers, editors, historians, and researchers who
documented this celebration of local histories. Photographs, drawings, driving tours,
detailed descriptions of towns, and rich cultural details exhibit each state’s unique
flavor. The WPA Guide to Georgia describes the rich historical and cultural background
of America’s Peach State. With varied and interesting photos, the guide gives readers
a real taste as to what sweet southern living was like in the 1940’s, all the way from the
top of the Blue Ridge Mountains down to the roaring Mississippi River valley.
During the 1930s in the United States, the Works Progress Administration developed
the Federal Writers’ Project to support writers and artists while making a national effort
to document the country’s shared history and culture. The American Guide series
consists of individual guides to each of the states. Little-known authors—many of whom
would later become celebrated literary figures—were commissioned to write these
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important books. John Steinbeck, Saul Bellow, Zora Neale Hurston, and Ralph Ellison
are among the more than 6,000 writers, editors, historians, and researchers who
documented this celebration of local histories. Photographs, drawings, driving tours,
detailed descriptions of towns, and rich cultural details exhibit each state’s unique
flavor. The WPA Guide to New York provides a total of 45 excellent tours, taking the
reader across the Empire State, from Niagara Falls and the Adirondacks to the five
boroughs of New York City. In addition to the nation’s center for culture and industry,
New York also contains rich Native American, Revolutionary, and immigration
history—all detailed in this diverse guide for a diverse state.
All of us, at one time or another, have had a strong desire to be able to get into a time
machine and be transported magically to an earlier place and time. Science has not yet
produced for us such a time machine, but the Federal Writers Project (FWP), a division
of the Works Progress Administration, did produce for prosperity guides to all of the old
48 states. Using talented local researchers and writers the FWP created an image of
America fifty plus years ago. North Carolina: The WPA Guide to the Old North State is
a reprint of the original WPA guide. It contains a calendar of events and sections on the
natural setting, Indians, history, Negroes, agriculture, modes of travel, industry and
labor, education, religion, sports and recreation, folkways and folklore. A section on the
principal cities and towns, their history and interesting facts about the present-day
communities, and points of interest are included.
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During the 1930s in the United States, the Works Progress Administration developed
the Federal Writers’ Project to support writers and artists while making a national effort
to document the country’s shared history and culture. The American Guide series
consists of individual guides to each of the states. Little-known authors—many of whom
would later become celebrated literary figures—were commissioned to write these
important books. John Steinbeck, Saul Bellow, Zora Neale Hurston, and Ralph Ellison
are among the more than 6,000 writers, editors, historians, and researchers who
documented this celebration of local histories. Photographs, drawings, driving tours,
detailed descriptions of towns, and rich cultural details exhibit each state’s unique
flavor. The WPA Guide to Oregon contains some quaint features, including a chapter
entitled “Tall Tales and Legends” and a recipe for huckleberry cakes. The impact of the
depression on the people of the Beaver State is discussed, and the beauty of the state
is emphasized from the tips of the Cascadian Mountains to the agricultural region of
Willamette Valley.
compiled by Workers of the Writers Program of the Work Projects Administration in the
State of New Mexico.
During the 1930s in the United States, the Works Progress Administration developed
the Federal Writers’ Project to support writers and artists while making a national effort
to document the country’s shared history and culture. The American Guide series
consists of individual guides to each of the states. Little-known authors—many of whom
Page 3/15

Acces PDF The Wpa Guide To New York City
would later become celebrated literary figures—were commissioned to write these
important books. John Steinbeck, Saul Bellow, Zora Neale Hurston, and Ralph Ellison
are among the more than 6,000 writers, editors, historians, and researchers who
documented this celebration of local histories. Photographs, drawings, driving tours,
detailed descriptions of towns, and rich cultural details exhibit each state’s unique
flavor. The guide to California stands out among the rest of the WPA guides for the
quality of its writing, photographs, and pen-and-ink drawings. The Golden State
contains much diversity of people, places, and things, and the WPA Guide expertly
reflects and records the eclectic quality of this quintessentially American state.
Published in 1939, the guide’s essays on history cover everything from the gold rush to
the movie industry at the nascence of Hollywood’s golden age, and its back-road tours
through California's coastal fishing villages and mountain mining towns still provide a
splendid alternative to freeways.
Describes a pivotal moment in Los Angeles history, when writers like Raymond
Chandler, Nathanael West, and F. Scott Fitzgerald were creating the images and
associations--and the mystique--for which the City of Angels is still known. Los Angeles
in the 1930s a guide to the contemporary culture, with a brief L.A. history, revisiting the
Spanish colonial period, the Mexican period, the brief California Republic, and finally
American sovereignty.
During the 1930s in the United States, the Works Progress Administration developed
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the Federal Writers’ Project to support writers and artists while making a national effort
to document the country’s shared history and culture. The American Guide series
consists of individual guides to each of the states. Little-known authors—many of whom
would later become celebrated literary figures—were commissioned to write these
important books. John Steinbeck, Saul Bellow, Zora Neale Hurston, and Ralph Ellison
are among the more than 6,000 writers, editors, historians, and researchers who
documented this celebration of local histories. Photographs, drawings, driving tours,
detailed descriptions of towns, and rich cultural details exhibit each state’s unique
flavor. WPA Guide to Maine focuses in on the very tip of the Northeastern United
States, also known as the Pine Tree State. With a short but comprehensive description
of Maine’s history, two of the most enthralling sections of the guide include essays on
Maine’s folklore and maritime heritage.
"In no other single book is the essence of this region gathered for the general reader so
schematically, so accessibly and so interestingly as in this volume ... New Mexico has
reason to be proud of this civilized and entertaining book." So wrote Axton Clark in the
New York Times when this practical guidebook was first published as part of the Work
Projects Administration's American Guide Series. Half a century later, it stands as a
historic document containing a wealth of information about New Mexico's places and
people. The WPA Guide to 1930s New Mexico leads the modern traveler along
eighteen fascinating road trips and offers and unimpeachable reference of comparing
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what is with what once was. Enhanced by the outstanding photography of Laura Gilpin
and Ernest Knee, it captures the spirit of a place and time that still lingers in the "Land
of Enchantment."
Describes the history and culture of Minnesota, surveys the state's sights and
attractions, and suggests tours through the state
Originally published: New York: Hastings House, 1940, as part of the American guide
series. Title of rev. 2d ed. (1947) was: San Francisco, the bay and its cities.
The WPA Guide to New York CityThe Federal Writers' Project Guide to 1930s New
York : a Comprehensive Guide to the Five Boroughs of the Metropolis-- Manhattan,
Brooklyn, the Bronx, Queens, and Richmond
Originally published during the Great Depression, The WPA Guide nevertheless finds
much to celebrate in the heartland of America. Nearly three dozen essays highlight
Iowa's demography, economy, and culture but the heart of the book is a detailed
traveler's guide, organized as seventeen different tours, that directs the reader to
communities of particual social and historical interest.
During the 1930s in the United States, the Works Progress Administration developed
the Federal Writers’ Project to support writers and artists while making a national effort
to document the country’s shared history and culture. The American Guide series
consists of individual guides to each of the states. Little-known authors—many of whom
would later become celebrated literary figures—were commissioned to write these
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important books. John Steinbeck, Saul Bellow, Zora Neale Hurston, and Ralph Ellison
are among the more than 6,000 writers, editors, historians, and researchers who
documented this celebration of local histories. Photographs, drawings, driving tours,
detailed descriptions of towns, and rich cultural details exhibit each state’s unique
flavor. The WPA Guide to New Mexico certainly shows how this Southwest state
earned its nickname the “Colorful State.” The blended influence of Native American,
Spanish, and Anglo-American cultures account for the Land of Enchantment’s distinct
flavor, thoroughly captured in the guide’s stunning photography as well as in its many
essays on art, folklore, and language.
Describes the history and folklore of Kansas and looks at the state's agriculture,
industry, education, religion, literature, and art
Originally published in 1939 at the time of the World's Fair, this is a reissue of this guide
for time-travellers. It offers New York-lovers and 1930s-buffs a look at life as it was lived
in the days when a trolley ride cost only a few cents, a room at the Plaza was $7.50,
Dodger fans flocked to Ebbetts Field, and the new World's Fair was the talk of the town.
The New York of 1939 was a city where adventures began under the clock at the
Biltmore, the big liners sailed at midnight, and Times Square was considered the
crossroads of the world.
In 1935 the FDR administration put 40,000 unemployed artists to work in four federal
arts projects. The main contribution of one unit, the Federal Writers Project, was the
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American Guide Series, a collectively composed set of guidebooks to every state, most
regions, and many cities, towns, and villages across the United States. The WPA arts
projects were poised on the cusp of the modern bureaucratization of culture. They
occurred at a moment when the federal government was extending its reach into
citizens' daily lives. The 400 guidebooks the teams produced have been widely
celebrated as icons of American democracy and diversity. Clumped together, they
manifest a lofty role for the project and a heavy responsibility for its teams of writers.
The guides assumed the authority of conceptualizing the national identity. In The WPA
Guides: Mapping America Christine Bold closely examines this publicized view of the
guides and reveals its flaws. Her research in archival materials reveals the negotiations
and conflicts between the central editors in Washington and the local people in the
states. Race, region, and gender are taken as important categories within which
difference and conflict appear. She looks at the guidebook for each of five distinctively
different locations -- Idaho, New York City, North Carolina, Missouri, and U.S. One and
the Oregon Trail--to assess the editorial plotting of such issues as gender, race,
ethnicity, and class. As regionalists jostled with federal officialdom, the faultlines of the
project gaped open. Spotlighting the controversies between federal and state
bureaucracies, Bold concludes that the image of America that the WPA fostered is
closer to fabrication than to actuality. Christine Bold is director of the Centre for Cultural
Studies and an associate professor of English at the University of Guelph in Guelph,
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Ontario.
During the 1930s in the United States, the Works Progress Administration developed
the Federal Writers’ Project to support writers and artists while making a national effort
to document the country’s shared history and culture. The American Guide series
consists of individual guides to each of the states. Little-known authors—many of whom
would later become celebrated literary figures—were commissioned to write these
important books. John Steinbeck, Saul Bellow, Zora Neale Hurston, and Ralph Ellison
are among the more than 6,000 writers, editors, historians, and researchers who
documented this celebration of local histories. Photographs, drawings, driving tours,
detailed descriptions of towns, and rich cultural details exhibit each state’s unique
flavor. The WPA Guide to Washington exhibits the beauty and individuality found in the
Pacific Northwest. The guide takes the reader on a journey across the Evergreen State,
from Seattle to Spokane with the Cascades in between. Essays on the state’s large
lumber industry and its role in the westward expansion are included.
During the 1930s in the United States, the Works Progress Administration developed the
Federal Writers’ Project to support writers and artists while making a national effort to
document the country’s shared history and culture. The American Guide series consists of
individual guides to each of the states. Little-known authors—many of whom would later
become celebrated literary figures—were commissioned to write these important books. John
Steinbeck, Saul Bellow, Zora Neale Hurston, and Ralph Ellison are among the more than
6,000 writers, editors, historians, and researchers who documented this celebration of local
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histories. Photographs, drawings, driving tours, detailed descriptions of towns, and rich cultural
details exhibit each state’s unique flavor. The Granite State has a rich history and varied
landscape, beautifully presented in the WPA Guide to New Hampshire. The driving tours
highlight the White Mountains, Lake Winnipesaukee, and the coast near Portsmouth. This New
Hampshire guide also has traditional photographs of churches, landscapes, and colonial
houses which give readers a feel for life in New England in the early 20th century.
During the 1930s in the United States, the Works Progress Administration developed the
Federal Writers’ Project to support writers and artists while making a national effort to
document the country’s shared history and culture. The American Guide series consists of
individual guides to each of the states. Little-known authors—many of whom would later
become celebrated literary figures—were commissioned to write these important books. John
Steinbeck, Saul Bellow, Zora Neale Hurston, and Ralph Ellison are among the more than
6,000 writers, editors, historians, and researchers who documented this celebration of local
histories. Photographs, drawings, driving tours, detailed descriptions of towns, and rich cultural
details exhibit each state’s unique flavor.
San Diego in the 1930s offers a lively account of the city’s culture, roadside attractions, and
history—from the days of the Spanish missions to the pre-Second World War boom. The guide
is revealing both in the opinions it embodies and in the juicy details it records—tidbits such as
the bloodiest and most incompetently fought battle of the Mexican-American War, Emma
Goldman’s abruptly terminated speech to local Wobblies in 1912, and even a delightfully
anachronistic way to beat a San Diego speeding ticket. Brimming with tours that can prove
challenging to retrace, this book reminds us of the changes wrought by seven decades of
Page 10/15

Acces PDF The Wpa Guide To New York City
intervening war, peace, and biotechnology. Unlatching a remarkable trapdoor into the past, this
compact and charming document of the Depression era invites repeated browsing and is
generously illustrated with striking black-and-white photographs that bring the period to life.
.
This tour guide for time travelers offers New York lovers and 1930s buffs an endlessly
fascinating look at life as it was lived in the days when a trolley ride cost five cents, a room at
the Plaza was $7.50, and the new World's Fair was the talk of the town. Hailed by the New
York Times as one of the 10 best books ever written about the city. Photos. Maps.
If you’ve traveled the nation’s highways, flown into New York’s LaGuardia Airport, strolled
San Antonio’s River Walk, or seen the Pacific Ocean from the Beach Chalet in San Francisco,
you have experienced some part of the legacy of the Works Progress Administration
(WPA)—one of the enduring cornerstones of Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal. When
President Roosevelt took the oath of office in March 1933, he was facing a devastated nation.
Four years into the Great Depression, a staggering 13 million American workers were jobless
and many millions more of their family members were equally in need. Desperation ruled the
land. What people wanted were jobs, not handouts: the pride of earning a paycheck; and in
1935, after a variety of temporary relief measures, a permanent nationwide jobs program was
created. This was the Works Progress Administration, and it would forever change the physical
landscape and the social policies of the United States. The WPA lasted for eight years, spent
$11 billion, employed 8½ million men and women, and gave the country not only a renewed
spirit but a fresh face. Under its colorful head, Harry Hopkins, the agency’s remarkable
accomplishment was to combine the urgency of putting people back to work with its vision of
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physically rebuilding America. Its workers laid roads, erected dams, bridges, tunnels, and
airports. They stocked rivers, made toys, sewed clothes, served millions of hot school lunches.
When disasters struck, they were there by the thousands to rescue the stranded. And all
across the country the WPA’s arts programs performed concerts, staged plays, painted
murals, delighted children with circuses, created invaluable guidebooks. Even today, more
than sixty years after the WPA ceased to exist, there is almost no area in America that does
not bear some visible mark of its presence. Politically controversial, the WPA was staffed by
passionate believers and hated by conservatives; its critics called its projects make-work and
wags said it stood for We Piddle Around. The contrary was true. We have only to look about us
today to discover its lasting presence.

During the 1930s in the United States, the Works Progress Administration developed
the Federal Writers’ Project to support writers and artists while making a national effort
to document the country’s shared history and culture. The American Guide series
consists of individual guides to each of the states. Little-known authors—many of whom
would later become celebrated literary figures—were commissioned to write these
important books. John Steinbeck, Saul Bellow, Zora Neale Hurston, and Ralph Ellison
are among the more than 6,000 writers, editors, historians, and researchers who
documented this celebration of local histories. Photographs, drawings, driving tours,
detailed descriptions of towns, and rich cultural details exhibit each state’s unique
flavor. The Keystone State is well represented in the WPA Guide to Pennsylvania. The
essays explore the rich descriptions of the states historically significant cities—such as
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Pittsburgh and Philadelphia—as well as the diversity of the state which also includes
many farms and small mining communities.
In 1938, under the direction of novelist and historian Lyle Saxon, The Federal Writers'
Project of the Works Progress Administration produced this delightfully detailed portrait
of New Orleans. Containing recipes, photographs and folklore, it is consistently hailed
as one of the best books produced about the city. Remarkably, many of the sites and
attractions the WPA chronicled in 1938 are still around today.
An immersive account of the New Deal project that created state-by-state guidebooks
to America, in the midst of the Great Depression—and employed some of the biggest
names in American letters The plan was as idealistic as it was audacious—and utterly
unprecedented. Take thousands of broke writers and put them to work charting a
country on the brink of social and economic collapse, with the aim of producing a rich
and beguiling series of guidebooks to the forty-eight states. There would be hundreds
of other publications dedicated to cities, regions, and towns, plus voluminous
collections of folklore, ex-slave narratives, and even recipes, all of varying quality, each
revealing distinct sensibilities. All this fell within the singular purview of the Federal
Writers’ Project—a division of the Works Progress Administration founded to employ
jobless writers, from bestselling novelists and acclaimed poets to the more dubiously
qualified. It was a predictably eclectic organization, directed by an equally eccentric
man, Henry Alsberg—a disheveled Manhattanite and “philosophical anarchist” who was
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prone to fits of melancholy as well as bursts of inspiration. Under Alsberg’s direction,
the FWP took up the lofty goal of rediscovering America, and soon found itself
embroiled in the day’s most heated arguments regarding literary representation, radical
politics, and racial inclusion—forcing it to reckon with the promises and failures of both
the New Deal and the American experiment itself. Scott Borchert’s Republic of Detours
tells the story of this raucous and remarkable undertaking by delving into the stories of
several key figures and tracing the FWP from its optimistic early days to its
dismemberment by the House Committee on Un-American Activities. Along with
Alsberg and a cast of New Dealers, we meet Vardis Fisher, the cantankerous Western
novelist whose presence on the project proved to be a blessing and a curse; Nelson
Algren, broke and smarting from the failure of his first novel, whose job saved him from
a potentially grim fate; Zora Neale Hurston, the most published Black woman in the
country, whose talents were sought by the FWP’s formally segregated Florida office;
and Richard Wright, who arrived in the chaotic New York City office on an upward
career trajectory, courtesy of the WPA. Meanwhile, Ralph Ellison, Margaret Walker,
John Cheever, and many other future literary stars found sustenance when they
needed it. By way of these and a multitude of other stories, Borchert illuminates an
essentially noble enterprise that sought to create a broad, inclusive, and collective selfportrait of America at a time when the nation’s very identity and future were thrown into
question. As the United States enters a new era of economic distress, political strife,
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and culture-industry turmoil, this book’s lessons are urgent and strong.
During the 1930s in the United States, the Works Progress Administration developed
the Federal Writers’ Project to support writers and artists while making a national effort
to document the country’s shared history and culture. The American Guide series
consists of individual guides to each of the states. Little-known authors—many of whom
would later become celebrated literary figures—were commissioned to write these
important books. John Steinbeck, Saul Bellow, Zora Neale Hurston, and Ralph Ellison
are among the more than 6,000 writers, editors, historians, and researchers who
documented this celebration of local histories. Photographs, drawings, driving tours,
detailed descriptions of towns, and rich cultural details exhibit each state’s unique
flavor. For a reader interested in small town life in the early 20th century, the WPA
Guide to Ohio is an excellent resource. A series of photographs by Ben Shahn for the
Farm Security Administration is well complemented with 17 selective essays about the
political, industrial, and cultural life in the Buckeye State. The essay on the economy
provides interesting information on the labor movement in Ohio.
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