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The Economic History Of India 1857 1947 Tirthankar Roy
This book is a text for undergraduate students of economics. It is a balanced
reference that reexamines the broad questions that drive the scholarship of
colonial Indian history.
The death of the Mughal emperor Aurangzeb in 1707 until the annexation of
Maratha territories by the British East India Company in 1818 was a period of
transition for the economy of India. This book focuses on these transitions, and
shows how a study of this period of Indian history contributes to a deeper
understanding of the long-run patterns of economic change in India. Momentous
changes occurred in business and politics in India during the eighteenth century the expansion of trade with Europe and the collapse of the Mughal Empire,
resulting in the formation of a number of independent states. This book analyses
how these two forces were interrelated, and how they went on to change
livelihoods and material wellbeing in the region. Using detailed studies of
markets, institutions, rural and urban livelihoods, and the standard of living, it
develops a new perspective on the history of eighteenth century India, one that
places business at the centre, rather than the transition to colonial rule. This book
is the first systematic account of the economic history of early modern India, and
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an essential reference for students and scholars of Economics and South Asian
History.
This book examines the reasons behind the Great Divergence. Kaveh Yazdani
analyzes India’s socio-economic, techno-scientific, military, political and
institutional developments. The focus is on Gujarat between the 17th and early
19th centuries and Mysore during the second half of the 18th century.
Distinct in its inclusive coverage of different methods of analysis and its
comparative approach, this pioneering text provides readers with an essential
first introduction to the economic history of colonialism, helping them develop
informed views of colonialism as a force in shaping the modern world.
Essays in Medieval Indian Economic History is part of a three-volume set,
comprising representative articles of Indian History Congress Proceedings
(1935-85). In their analysis of the economic history of India during the thirteentheighteenth centuries, the essays in this volume delineate a shift from the studies
of policies to the working of the revenue system, and its impact on the lives of the
Indian people. Further, they highlight patterns and trends of agricultural
production, the role of Madadd-i-ma'ash holders, and institutions involved in
agricultural expansion and improvement, and the incidence of rural taxes. The
scholarship also marks the growing interest in urban studies, and in the structure
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and role of the business community in India, in relation to the growth of the
economy in India, and its relationship to the State. Several essays deal with
subjects as diverse as coinage and mints, and the international debate on the
impact of the European trading companies and their system of armed trade and
monopoly on the Indian economy and the Indian business community.
Essays By Leading Scholars Presents India`S Engagement With The World
Economy, And The Ways In Which It Was Transformed And Deepened During
The 19Th And Early 20Th Centuries. Some Essays Shift The Discussion Toward
The Interweaving And Mutually-Reinforcing Contexts Of Colonialism And
Contemporary `Globalization`.
A New Economic History of Colonial India provides a new perspective on Indian
economic history. Using economic theory and quantitative methods, it shows how
the discipline is being redefined and how new scholarship on India is beginning to
embrace and make use of concepts from the larger field of global economic
history and economics. The book discusses the impact of property rights, the
standard of living, the labour market and the aftermath of the Partition. It also
addresses how education and work changed, and provides a rethinking of
traditional topics including de-industrialization, industrialization, railways, balance
of payments, and the East India Company. Written in an accessible way, the
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contributors – all leading experts in their fields – firmly place Indian history in the
context of world history. An up-to-date critical survey and novel resource on
Indian Economic History, this book will be useful for undergraduate and
postgraduate courses on Economic History, Indian and South Asian Studies,
Economics and Comparative and Global History.
India is not only the world's largest and fiercely independent democracy, but also an emerging
economic giant. But to date there has been no comprehensive account of India's remarkable
growth or the role policy has played in fueling this expansion. India: The Emerging Giant fills
this gap, shedding light on one of the most successful experiments in economic development
in modern history. Why did the early promise of the Indian economy not materialize and what
led to its eventual turnaround? What policy initiatives have been undertaken in the last twenty
years and how do they relate to the upward shift in the growth rate? What must be done to
push the growth rate to double-digit levels? To answer these crucial questions, Arvind
Panagariya offers a brilliant analysis of India's economy over the last fifty years--from the
promising start in the 1950s, to the near debacle of the 1970s (when India came to be
regarded as a "basket case"), to the phenomenal about face of the last two decades. The
author illuminates the ways that government policies have promoted economic growth (or, in
the case of Indira Gandhi's policies, economic stagnation), and offers insightful discussions of
such key topics as poverty and inequality, tax reform, telecommunications (perhaps the single
most important success story), agriculture and transportation, and the government's role in
health, education, and sanitation. The dramatic change in the fortunes of 1.1 billion people has,
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not surprisingly, generated tremendous interest in the economy of India. Arvind Panagariya
offers the first major account of how this has come about and what more India must do to
sustain its rapid growth and alleviate poverty. It will be must reading for everyone interested in
modern India, foreign affairs, or the world economy.
This volume is a sequel to the successful decipherment of Harappa Script Corpora as
metalwork catalogues. Rigveda which is the oldest document of the civilization of India
contains unambiguous indicators related to the idea of rastram which is, in effect, a pathway
for wealth creation for the commonwealth of people, ensuring abhyudayam for all and
environment including flora and fauna. While attempts have been made to reconstruct the
Economic History of the World (pace Angus Maddison) from 1 CE, there have been no major
efforts to rewrite the Economic History of the millennia Before Common Era, say, from the days
of the Rigveda dated ca. 8th millennium BCE. This monograph is a preliminary attempt at
building upon the idea of rastram as the movement of wealths across communities as
commonwealths and at narrating historical evolution of sreni as a social corporate form. In this
attempt, significant leads are provided by the decipherment of the Harappa Script Corpora; in
particular, the unique ceramic stoneware responsibility badges with Harappa Script which
describe the assignment of specific functions to participants in a guild. The treasurehouse of
ancient texts of India provide the literary framework to define the weltanschauung of the people
of the rastram. Archaeological discoveries, sculptures and iconography help validate this
framework chronologically in an extensive contact area of Hindu Veda civilization that travelled
along a maritime Tin Route stretching from Hanoi (Vietnam) to Haifa (Israel) through Eurasia,
about two millennia before the dawn of the Silk Road. Given the complex nature of the task,
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this volume is but a continuum of Harappa Script primer --Cryptography for metalwork trade
(2016) and will continue to be a work in progress as multi-disciplinary researchers report their
findings to enable us to narrate the History and Culture of India. with fidelity. In a nutshell, this
is an extraordinary history governed by the primordial value of dharma-dhamma as
performance of one's responsibilities for abhyudayam and nihsreyas-a veritable Pilgrim's
Progress in an enquiry from Being to Becoming, uniting the atman with the paramatman.
Economic history of Ancient India is a story of artha in civilization - artha as defined in
Kautilya's Arthasastra: "The subsistence of mankind is termed artha, wealth; the earth which
contains mankind is also termed artha, wealth; that science which treats of the means of
acquiring and maintaining the earth is Arthasastra, Science of Polity." (R. Shamasastry, tr.,
Kautilya's Arthasastra). The weltanschauung of Meluhha people who encrypted Harappa Script
is expressed in a precise, unambiguous example of Harappa Script cipher: kole.l 'temple' rebus
kole.l 'smithy, forge' (Kota language). This is an affirmation of a value system which governed
the life-activities of Bharatam Janam that 'Work is worship'. This is the principal lesson learnt
from the Economic History of Ancient India. Metalwork is one form of creating wealth of a
rastram. (RV 10.125) atma is devata of the sukta (RV 10.125); Soma is atma of yajna. Creation
of wealth is dharma and a positive affirmation of one's life activity consistent with one's
proclivities and competence. kAyakave kailAsa -- Basava. The idiom means: work is worship.
medha also has the semantics of: 'dhanam, wealth and yajna'.
Economic History Of Early Medieval Northern India Is An Attempt To Present The Picture Of
Agrarian Formation And Economic Changing Which Early Medieval India Had Experienced.
This Book Is A Comprehensive And Systematic Study Of The Economic Institutions Such As
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Agriculture, Types Of Crops, Nature Of Peasantry, Land Grants, Internal And Domestic Trade,
Urban Concept, Forced Labour And Paucity Of Coins Etc.The Book Does Not Claim To
Present A General Economic History Of Early Medieval India In The Traditional Manner. The
Distinctive Characteristic Of This Book Lies In The Fact That It Present The Thesis Of
Economic Development And Changes Which Took Place During The Period Of Study. An
Attempt Has Been Made To Make An Evolution Of The One Of The Most Critical Periods Of
Indian History With Main Focus On Agrarian Structure And Economic Institutions. The Study
Has Been Based Both On The Literary And Epigraphical Sources. The Book, Therefore,
Present A Deteriorating Grim Scenario About The Agricultural And Economic Condition Of The
Historical Period Spanning From 8Th Century To 10Th Century A.D. It Also Traces The Causal
Complexities Which Forced The Peasant To Accept Their Fate Passively And Without A
Murmur.
The history of Indian economic thought provides rich insights into both economic issues and
the workings of the Indian mind. A History of Indian Economic Thought provides the first
overview of economic thought in the sub-continent. Arguing that it would be inappropriate to
rely on formal economic analyses it draws on a wide range of sources; epics, religious and
moral texts for the early period and public speeches, addresses, and newspaper articles for
controversies from the nineteenth century onwards. What emerges is a rich mosaic reflecting
India's different cultures and civilizations. Hinduism, Buddhism and Islam all address economic
issues and British colonial rule had a deep impact, both in propagating Western economic
ideas and in provoking Indian theories of colonialism and underdevelopment. The author
concludes with chapters on Ghandian economics and on Indian economic thought since
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Independence.
Much has been written on the Indian economy but this is the first major attempt to present
India's economic history as a continuous process, and to place the development of agriculture,
industry and currency in a political and historical context.
This new edition of An Economic History of Early Modern India extends the timespan of the
analysis to incorporate further research. This allows for a more detailed discussion of the rise
of the British Empire in South Asia and gives a fuller context for the historiography. In the years
between the death of the emperor Aurangzeb (1707) and the Great Rebellion (1857), the
Mughal Empire and the states that rose from its ashes declined in wealth and power, and a
British Empire emerged in South Asia. This book asks three key questions about the transition.
Why did it happen? What did it mean? How did it shape economic change? The book shows
that during these years, a merchant-friendly regime among warlord-ruled states emerged and
state structure transformed to allow taxes and military capacity to be held by one central
power, the British East India Company. The author demonstrates that the fall of warlord-ruled
states and the empowerment of the merchant, in consequence, shaped the course of Indian
and world economic history. Reconstructing South Asia’s transition, starting with the Mughal
Empire’s collapse and ending with the great rebellion of 1857, this book is the first systematic
account of the economic history of early modern India. It is an essential reference for students
and scholars of Economics and South Asian History.
For a proper understanding of India s economy as we find today with its fast development, a
study of its past economic conditions is necessary. India s economic history spans nearly 5000
years and dates back to Indus Valley Civilisation the two prominent cities of which
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Mohanjodaro and Harappa were big industrial centres having trade relations with West Asia
and other parts of the world. Several sources provide us valuable information about the
economic condition of the people of India at various stages of history. From Vedic literature we
get a detailed description of the economic life of the Aryans. The Buddhist literature,
particularly Jatakas and Tripitaka give us a glimpse of the economic condition of India from 650
to 321 B.C. when every village was a self-sufficient unit. Kautilya s Arthasastra, Magasthenes
Indica and Vishakhadatta s Mudrarakshasa give detailed description of the economic systems
of the Mauryan period. The accounts of Chinese travellers Fa-hien and It-sing are remarkable
evidences of the socio-economic life in Gupta period. Historians like Manucci tell us about the
economic reforms undertaken during Mughal rule in India. The British who carved out their
empire in India in the 17th century, drained India of its wealth, destroyed the self-sufficient
character of villages, increased agricultural indebtedness, and gave rise to a capitalist class in
India with the growth of new urban centres. After the achievement of independence in 1947
started the process of nation-building through economic planning. With the liberalisation of
Indian economy in the 1990s, the country has been put on a high growth path and is making
fast economic progress. The book captures the salient features of India s economic history in
chronological order. It will fulfil the needs of students and teachers of this subject and prove
immensely useful to the aspirants of Civil Services and other competitive examinations.
This book presents the first comprehensive account of the history of economic growth in
modern India.
The studies on economic history of modern India had a very late beginning. During the early
stage of historiography, a few historians recognized the connection between political and
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economic history remained a chapter on economic conditions only. Causes and effects of
economy were never and analyzed. This book attempts to fill that gap. Examining the
characteristic of a colonial economy, the book discusses the process of colonizing Indian
economy, with speared focus on monopolistic trade tactics, banning of Indian products in
Britain, transformation of trade after industrial revolution and entry of foreign enterprises in
India. It also extend an elaborate discussion on land settlement, revenue policies,
commercialization of agriculture, decline of handicrafts, state of irrigation, development of
transport and communication and currency. Finally, it evaluates economic impact of British rule
and addresses the issue of economic drain from India.
This volume explores the economic and social history of India from the thirteenth to the
fifteenth century. It describes the agrarian order, urban economy, and trading world during the
Delhi Sultanate, the subsequent period of political divisions, and conditions in the Vijayanagara
Empire, which flourished during this period in south India.
This is second of the two volumes of the Economic History of India, by ROMESH CHUNDER
DUTT who undoubtedly was one of the great figures of his generation in India.This volume
commences from 1837 and describes the economic conditions in India till the commencement
of the 20th Century. The volume is in three parts, viz. 1.The economic condition under the East
India Company (1838-1858); 2.Under the Queen (1858-1876); and 3.Under the Empress
(1877-1900).This work is considered the first history of economic structure of the colonial
regime in India written from the point of view of its subjects
This book was first published in 1971.
Tirthankar Roy challenges the view that traditional industry was destroyed in the colonial
Page 10/15

Download File PDF The Economic History Of India 1857 1947 Tirthankar Roy
period. Roy argues that while traditional industry did evolve during the industrial revolution,
these transformations had a galvanizing effect on manufacturing generally and that the major
industries in post-independence India were shaped by such transformations.
Before the age of Industrial Revolution, the great Asian civilisations - whether located in the
Middle East, India, South-East Asia, or the Far East - constituted areas not only of high culture
but also of advanced economic development. They were the First World of human societies.
This book examines one of the driving forces of that historical period: the long chain of oceanic
trade which stretched from the South China Sea to the eastern Mediterranean, passing
through a series of rich urban emporia. It also looks at the natural complement of the seaborne
commerce, its counterpart in the caravan trade. In analytical terms, the book emphasises the
methods of multi-dimensional history by highlighting the intricate relationship between space,
time and structure. Its main achievement is to show how socially determined demand derived
from cultural habits and interpretations operated through the medium of market forces and
relative prices. It points out, for the first time, the unique and limiting features of Asian
commercial capitalism, and shows how the contribution of Asian merchants was valued
universally, in reality if not legally and formally. Professor Chaudhuri's book, based on more
than twenty years' research and reflection on pre-modern trade and civilisations, is a landmark
in the analysis and interpretation of Asia's historical position and development.
By accessibly recounting and analyzing the unique experience of institutions in colonial
Indiawhich were influenced heavily by both British Common Law and indigenous Indian
practices and traditionsLaw and the Economy in Colonial India sheds new light on what exactly
fosters the types of institutions that have been key to economic development throughout world
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history more generally. The culmination and years of research, the book goes through a range
of examples, including textiles, opium, tea, indigo, tenancy, credit, and land mortgage, to show
how economic laws in colonial India were shaped neither by imported European ideas about
how colonies should be ruled nor indigenous institutions, but by the practice of producing and
trading. The book is an essential addition to Indian history and to some of the most
fundamental questions in economic history."
Studying firms and entrepreneurs over three centuries, this book unravels the historical roots of
the impressive business growth witnessed in contemporary India.
Examines the history of India during the period c. 1200-c. 1750.
This enthralling book offers a new approach to Indian economic history, placing trade and
mercantile activity in the region within a global framework.
This comprehensive and updated textbook on the economic history of colonial India presents a
lucid account of the factors that shaped economic change in colonial India in the latenineteenth and early-twentieth centuries.
The last available census estimated around 10 per cent of total urban working women in India
are concentrated in the low paid domestic services such as cleaning, cooking, and taking care
of the children and the elderly. This is found to be much higher in certain parts of India,
emerging as the single most important avenue for urban females, surpassing males in the
service since the 1980s. By applying an imaginative and refreshing mix of disciplinary
approaches ranging from economic models of the household, empirical analysis and literary
conventions, this book analyses the changing labour economy in post-partition West Bengal. It
explains how and why women and girl children have replaced this traditionally male bias in the
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gender segregated domestic service industry since the late 1940s, and addresses the question
of whether this increase in vulnerable individuals working in domestic service, the growth of the
urban professional middle class in the post liberalization period, and the increasing incidences
of reported abuses of domestics, in urban middleclass homes in the recent years, are related.
Covering five decades of the history of gender and labour in India, this book will be of interest
to scholars working in the fields of gender and labour relations, development studies,
economics, history, and women and gender studies.
First published in 2000. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
This Palgrave Pivot revisits the topic of how British colonialism moulded work and life in India
and what kind of legacy it left behind. Did British rule lead to India’s impoverishment,
economic disruption and famine? Under British rule, evidence suggests there were beneficial
improvements, with an eventual rise in life expectancy and an increase in wealth for some
sectors of the population and economy, notably for much business and industry. Yet many
poor people suffered badly, with agricultural stagnation and an underfunded government who
were too small to effect general improvements. In this book Roy explains the paradoxical
combination of wealth and poverty, looking at both sides of nineteenth century capitalism.
Between 1850 and 1930, India was engaged in a globalization process not unlike the one it
has seen since the 1990s. The difference between these two times is that much of the region
was under British colonial rule during the first episode, while it was an independent nation state
during the second. Roy's narrative has a contemporary relevance for emerging economies,
where again globalization has unleashed extraordinary levels of capitalistic energy while
leaving many livelihoods poor, stagnant, and discontented.
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Professor Bauer’s book, first published in 1961, reviews the major elements of contemporary
official Indian development policy, considers their economic implications and their probable
political and economic results. He then examines alternative approaches to the promotion of
development. The development plans, notably the Second Five Year Plan and the official
outlines of the Third Plan, receive major attention, but the author also considers other official
policies and measures affecting economic development, which do not usually figure
prominently in the formal development plans. Specific themes which Professor Bauer
considers are: the influence of social customs and attitudes on economic progress; the
relationship between investment expenditure and economic development; inter-relationships
between agriculture and industry; the heavy industry programme; the controls over the private
section; the relation of Plan finance to the foreign exchange crisis; the role of foreign aid; and
the importance of certain major political objectives.
From the end of the eighteenth century, two distinct global processes began to transform
livelihoods and living conditions in the South Asia region. These were the rise of British colonial
rule and globalization, that is, the integration of the region in the emerging world markets for
goods, capital, and labour services. Two hundred years later, India was the home to many of
the world's poorest people as well as one of the fastest growing market economies in the
world. Does a study of the past help to explain the paradox of growth amidst poverty? The
Economic History of India: 1857–2010 claims that the roots of this paradox go back to India's
colonial past, when internal factors like geography and external forces like globalization and
imperial rule created prosperity in some areas and poverty in others. Looking at the recent
scholarship in this area, this revised edition covers new subjects like environment and princely
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states. The author sets out the key questions that a study of long-run economic change in India
should begin with and shows how historians have answered these questions and where the
gaps remain.
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