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Russian political history and Russian church history are tied together very tightly. One cannot
properly understand the overall history of Russia without considering the role of the Orthodox
Church in Russia. Cross and Kremlin uniquely surveys both the history and the contemporary
situation of the Russian Orthodox Church. The first chapter gives a concise chronology from
the tenth century through the present day. The following chapters highlight several important
issues and aspects of Russian Orthodoxy -- church-state relations, theology, ecclesiastical
structure, monasticism, spirituality, the relation of Russian Orthodoxy to the West, dissidence
as a frequent phenomenon in Russian church history, and more.
The Romanovs by Simon Sebag Montefiore | Summary & Analysis Preview: Simon Sebag
Montefiore’s The Romanovs: 1613-1918 is a chronicle of the Romanov dynasty over its
300-year reign in Russia. The book focuses on the personalities, choices, and actions of the
royal family including their sexual and romantic relationships. Montefiore provides extensive
quotations from the letters and diaries of the Romanovs, many of them unpublished. By telling
the story of the Romanovs, Montefiore also tells the story of Russia’s rise to empire. The reign
of the Romanovs began after the death in 1598 of Feodor Ivanovich, the last of the
descendants of Ivan the Terrible. Numerous false heirs—called the False Dmitris—claimed the
right to the throne. At the same time, Russia experienced a brutal famine, and Polish and
Lithuanian forces invaded the country. The chaos of the Time of Troubles led a national
assembly to choose Michael Feodorovich, nephew of a former tsarina, to be the next monarch.
Michael was underage at the beginning of his reign so his father, Filaret, Patriarch of Russia,
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became effectively the first Romanov ruler… PLEASE NOTE: This is key takeaways and
analysis of the book and NOT the original book. Inside this Instaread Summary of The
Romanovs: · Overview of the Book · Important People · Key Takeaways · Analysis of Key
Takeaways About the Author With Instaread, you can get the key takeaways, summary and
analysis of a book in 15 minutes. We read every chapter, identify the key takeaways and
analyze them for your convenience.
The Gulf is a sub-region consisting of Saudi Arabia and five small states, namely Kuwait,
Qatar, Oman, the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain. This sub-region emerged after the British
recognized the independence of the above-mentioned small entities between 1961 and 1971.
Having an abundant amount of natural resources, i.e. oil and natural gas, the Gulf States are
among the richest countries in the world; therefore, they do not share the poverty and political
instability widely found in the Middle East. The Gulf is a sub-region consisting of Saudi Arabia
and five small states, namely Kuwait, Qatar, Oman, the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain.
This sub-region emerged after the British recognized the independence of the abovementioned small entities between 1961 and 1971. Having an abundant amount of natural
resources, i.e. oil and natural gas, the Gulf States are among the richest countries in the world;
therefore, they do not share the poverty and political instability widely found in the Middle East.
The sub-region was institutionalized with the establishment of the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) in 1981 as a result of three important regional developments –the Iranian Islamic
Revolution in 1979, the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in 1979, and the outbreak of the IranIraq war in 1980. The GCC was mainly designed as a security institution to counter regional
threats emanating from the other side of the Persian Gulf, namely Iran. However, after the
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invasion of Kuwait, by Saddam’s Iraq, the Gulf States became alarmed and asked the United
States to protect their political independence against all regional threats. After the collapse of
the Cold War, the Gulf States initiated a process of regional integration and significant steps
were taken to achieve a monetary and economic union. At the end of the first decade of the
21st century, the Gulf States decided to introduce “al-khaleeji” as the common currency.
However, this promising process was halted with the eruption of the Arab uprisings and
revolutions. The Arab uprisings have imposed the greatest threat to the unity of the Gulf. For
the first time in their history, the Gulf States began to be challenged politically from not only
external threats but also internal dynamics. The process of sweeping changes throughout the
Middle East instigated great concern in the Gulf, the most pro-status quo states in the region.
During the first two years, 2011-2013, the Gulf States tried to follow a defensive policy against
the powers of change. They strived to keep the wave of uprisings away from the Gulf. After
they had overcome their shock and confusion, they began to take initiatives to intervene into
the regional crises. Some of the Gulf countries, especially Saudi Arabia and the UAE,
organized a military coup against the region’s first and only democratically elected government
of Muhammad Morsi, placing Egypt in an economically and politically vulnerable position.
Furthermore, these two countries interfered into the domestic affairs of other regional states in
crisis such as Libya, Yemen and Lebanon. They succeeded in turning the “Arab Spring” into
an “Arab Winter” by eliminating, de-legitimizing and weakening the carriers of reform, the
Muslim Brotherhood and its affiliates, throughout the Arab world. Thus, indirectly they
suppressed the moderate non-state actors in favor of radical actors and terrorist groups such
as ISIS and al-Qaeda. Saudi Arabia and the UAE went further and tried to redesign the region
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through their ambitious regional policies. Encouraged by the United States and Israel, they
gained the support from countries that are dependent on their petro-dollars such as Bahrain,
Egypt and Jordan. These two states attempted to lead both the Arab and Muslim worlds; and
therefore, mobilized their only asset, billions of petro-dollars, to buy influence in the region. In
order to be able to lead the Arab world, Saudi Arabia and the UAE had to delegitimize the
Muslim Brotherhood and affiliated groups and political parties –the main carriers of popular
demonstrations throughout the Arab world. Therefore, they declared all these political groups
and social movements as “terrorist organizations.” They even attempted to ostracize those
regional countries, i.e. Turkey and Qatar that support these popular movements, while at the
same time forcing other countries to support their regional policies. The first target was Qatar;
the Arab state most open to liberal values and diversity. In 2014, Saudi Arabia and the UAE
forced Qatar to cut its relations with regional non-state actors such as the Brotherhood and
Hamas, but the Obama Administration did not allow Riyadh and Abu Dhabi to instigate a crisis.
However, after Trump came to power, these two states reintroduced the crisis and imposed
their blockade against Qatar. Nevertheless, with the strong support of Turkey and Iran, two
significant regional powers, the policy of Saudi Arabia and the UAE has failed. As a result,
Riyadh and Abu Dhabi have shattered the unity of not only the Arabs but also that of the Gulf.
While Oman maintained its neutral position, by following an active neutrality policy and playing
a mediating role, Kuwait tried to prevent the breakup of the Gulf region. Although it has not
declared so publicly, Kuwait rejects the regional design attempts by the Saudi and Emirati
governments. To lead the Muslim world, Saudi Arabia led the foundation of the so-called
“Islamic Military Alliance” comprising of more than 50 nations. However, it became clear in a
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short time period that this attempt was not a real Islamic alliance to bring stability to the region,
but a measure to fortify a Sunni bloc against Iranian regional expansionism. That is, Saudi
Arabia tried to utilize the Sunni Islamic understanding for its regional policies. It is not difficult to
claim that Saudi Arabia and the UAE will not be able to realize this project. The possibility of
ending up with the disillusionment of the Arab and Muslim streets and alienation of some Sunni
countries is quite high. Overall the project, which has been executed with the support of the
U.S. and Israel, is an attempt to deepen the sectarian strife between Shias and Sunnis and it
will not bring political stability or peace to the region. In conclusion, in order to protect
themselves against regional threats and to establish a balance of power against other regional
powers, the small Gulf States must form military alliances and political institutions with other
regional countries. First, they need to maintain the unity of the Gulf. Second, Riyadh and Abu
Dhabi should encourage other regional actors to contribute to the regional stability. Saudi
Arabia and the UAE have to end the Qatari crisis, a lose-lose crisis manufactured by these two
states, since it is undermining the sub-region’s security and economic outlook. Third, the Gulf
States must keep the sub-region as the island of political and economic stability in the chaotic
Middle East and contribute to the gradual and peaceful reconstruction of the region. To
achieve this objective, the Gulf States must stop using conflicting political discourses.
Considering all these important developments, the Gulf region has attracted a lot of attention
among the scholars and Insight Turkey, through this special issue, aims to cover some of the
main topics such as the Qatari crisis, the rise of sectarianism, the foreign policies of the prostatus quo countries and the relations of these states with Turkey. The situation in the Gulf
region gets more complicated as time passes and the division between blocks has started to
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become deeper. Ufuk Uluta? and Burhanettin Duran provide a comprehensive analysis of all of
the actors, including here global and regional ones, which are currently included in the Gulf
affairs. Without any doubt, the Qatari crisis has played a decisive role in manifesting the
existing regional rifts. In the light of this, Kristian Coates Ulrichsen and Marwan Kabalan focus
on this crisis, which started with the blockade of Qatar by the so-called Quartet, i.e. Saudi
Arabia, the UAE, Bahrain and Egypt. With a special focus on the Gulf and U.S. policies
respectively, both of the authors provide valuable insights regarding the crisis and the future of
the Gulf. The main division in the region comes as a result of the rise of sectarianism, which
has transformed into local sectarian and regional geopolitical confrontations among some Gulf
States –mainly Saudi Arabia and the UAE– and Iran. Emad Kaddorah, in his commentary,
argues that the regional conflict over the Gulf region is geo-sectarian, meaning that it is a
geopolitical contest, which has recently been engulfed by a sectarian dimension. Saudi Arabia
remains one of the main actors in the region and it deserves special attention. The articles of
Simon Mabon and May Darwich help to better understand the domestic and foreign policies of
Saudi Arabia. Mabon looks at the actions of the new crown prince to explore the impact of Bin
Salman’s influence on both the Kingdom and the Middle East more broadly. On the other
hand, Darwich analyzes the Saudi intervention in Yemen, a war that many have started to
consider as “Saudis Vietnam war.” More specifically, May Darwich offers an alternative
explanation for the abrupt Saudi aggressiveness toward Yemen and argues that this
intervention is driven by the Saudi leadership aims to assert the Kingdom’s status as a
regional power in the Middle East. Despite Saudi Arabia, the UAE is another important actor in
the region, whose impact is underestimated. By focusing on the military bases built by the UAE
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in the Horn of Africa, ?smail Numan Telci and Tuba Öztürk Horoz provide an explanation on
the real motivations behind the Emirati foreign policies which have started to focus more on
hard power, a deviation from the perpetual foreign policies of the other Gulf States. Amidst the
shattering order of the Gulf, Turkey has pursued a careful and balancing policy, finding itself
sided neither with the Saudi-led block, nor with the Iranian-led block. At this point it is important
to understand the background of the Turkey-GCC states relations and Özden Zeynep Oktav in
her article brings a detailed analysis of the root causes that led to the policy divergences
between Turkey, and some GCC states, i.e. Saudi Arabia and the UAE. This special issue of
Insight Turkey includes five off-topic pieces, which indeed are closely related with the Gulf
affairs. In his commentary, M. Akif Kireçci, focuses on the initiatives undertaken by Turkey after
Trump declared Jerusalem as the capital of Israel and how the divided Gulf States left aside
their disparities to protect the rights of Palestinians against this fallacious decision. The article
of Osama Anter Hamdi complements Kireçci’s commentary, as the author provides a
comprehensive analysis of the American foreign policy toward the Arab-Israeli conflict since
the establishment of the Israeli state. Iran, of course, deserves special attention as the foreign
policies of the Gulf States are mostly designed to balance the Iranian influence in the region.
The three remaining articles of the issue deal with U.S. Iranian relations, the nuclear deal and
how Iran and Turkey serve as a model of emulation for other states in the region. Written by
?mran Demir, Farhad Rezaei, and Ibrahim Khatib and As’ad Ghanem, respectively, these
three articles are worth reading in order to better understand the Iranian policies. “The Gulf on
the Verge: Ambitions, Crises and Shattering Order,” provides timely analyses for a region that
once again has become the linchpin of global affairs. We are confident that this issue of Insight
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Turkey will be a great contribution to the Gulf studies.
Was there ever such a thing as the Byzantine Empire and who were those self-professed
Romans we choose to call "Byzantine" today? At the heart of these two interlinked questions is
Anthony Kaldellis's assertion that empires are, by definition, multiethnic. If there was indeed
such a thing as the Byzantine Empire, which rules bounded majority and minority ethnic
groups? The labels for the minority groups in Byzantium are clear - Slavs, Bulgarians,
Armenians, Jews, Muslims. What was the ethnicity of the majority group? Historical evidence
tells us unequivocally that no card-carrying Byzantine ever called himself "Byzantine." He
would identify as Roman. This line of identification was so strong in the eastern empire that
even the conquering Ottomans saw themselves as inheritors of the Roman Empire. In Western
scholarship, however, there has been a long tradition of denying Romanness to Byzantium. In
the Middle Ages, people of the eastern empire were made "Greeks," and by the nineteenth
century they were shorn of their distorted Greekness and turned "Byzantine." In Romanland,
Kaldellis argues that it is time for historians to take the Romanness of Byzantines seriously so
that we can better understand the relations between Romans and non-Romans, as well as the
processes of assimilation that led to the absorption of foreign groups into the Roman genos.-Law, Rights and Ideology in Russia provides a rich examination of Russia's particular attitude
to political liberalism, the rule of law, and rights.
This companion comprises 28 essays by international scholars offering an analytical overview
of the development of Russian history from the earliest Slavs through to the present day.
Includes essays by both prominent and emerging scholars from Russia, Great Britain, the US,
and Canada Analyzes the entire sweep of Russian history from debates over how to identify
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the earliest Slavs, through the Yeltsin Era, and future prospects for post-Soviet Russia Offers
an extensive review of the medieval period, religion, culture, and the experiences of ordinary
people Offers a balanced review of both traditional and cutting-edge topics, demonstrating the
range and dynamism of the field
What was happening in early history around the world? Investigate the early history Africa,
learn about Russia during the Middle Ages, and discover the Byzantine Empire, the Vikings,
and the Crusaders.
Constantinople was once known as the “city of the world,” but this was only one important
settlement in the Byzantine Empire. This title explores the geographical reaches of the eastern
part of the Roman Empire, with a focus on the multicultural people who made it their home.
The text covers the lives of Christians, Jews, and Muslims, as well as the merchants, Viking
mercenaries, and barbarian hordes that made this culture unique. Other important social
studies topics include arts, architecture, education, and family life. Readers will be fascinated
by the ancient world of the Byzantines!
This new edition retains the features of the first edition that made it a popular choice in
universities and colleges throughout the US, Canada and around the world. Moss's accessible
history includes full treatment of everyday life, the role of women, rural life, law, religion,
literature and art. In addition, it provides many other features that have proven successful,
including: a well-organized and clearly written text, references to varying historical
perspectives, numerous illustrations and maps, fully updated bibliographies accompanying
each chapter as well as a general bibliography, a glossary, and chronological and genealogical
lists.
Page 9/22

Read Book The Byzantine Empire Russia Chapter 10 Test
This new edition retains the features of the first edition that made it a popular choice in
universities and colleges throughout the US, Canada and around the world. Moss’s accessible
history includes full treatment of everyday life, the role of women, rural life, law, religion,
literature and art. In addition, it provides many other features that have proven successful with
both professors and students, including: a well-organized and clearly written text, references to
varying historical perspectives, numerous illustrations and maps that supplement and amplify
the text, fully updated bibliographies accompanying each chapter as well as a general
bibliography of more comprehensive works, a glossary, and chronological and genealogical
lists. Moss’s A History of Russia will appeal to academics, students and general readers alike.
"This volume offers a lively introduction to Russia's dramatic history and the striking changes
that characterize its story. Distinguished authors Barbara Alpern Engel and Janet Martin show
how Russia's peoples met the constant challenges posed by geography, climate, availability of
natural resources, and devastating foreign invasions, and rose to become the world's second
largest land empire. The book describes the circumstances that led to the world's first
communist society in 1917, and traces the global consequences of Russia's long confrontation
with the United States, which took place virtually everywhere and for decades provided a
model for societies seeking development independent of capitalism. This book also brings the
story of Russia's arduous and costly climb to great power to a personal level through the
stories of individual women and men-leading figures who played pivotal roles as well as less
prominent individuals from a range of social backgrounds whose voices illuminate the human
consequences of sweeping historical change. As was and is true of Russia itself, this story
encompasses a wide variety of ethnicities, peoples who became part of the Russian empire
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and suffered or benefited from its leaders' efforts to meld a multiethnic polity into a coherent
political entity. The book examines how Russia served as a conduit for people, ideas, and
commodities flowing between east and west, north and south, and absorbed and adapted
influences from both Europe and Asia and how it came to play an increasingly important role
on a regional and, ultimately, global scale"-This book is a brief, lucid account of Russian and Soviet history from ancient Kievan Rus' to
the present day. Equal attention is paid to the early and the modern periods of Russian history.
The author has revised this new edition to include the dramatic changes in the Soviet Union
and its foreign policy during Gorbachev's first five years in office. The text is supplemented with
maps and illustrations and includes bibliographies at the end of each chapter. Designed for use
by students in either a one- or two-semester introductory course in Russian history, Russia and
the Soviet Union will also be valuable to any reader seeking to become acquainted with the
story of the Russian people—their tribulations and courage, tragedies and triumphs, and their
remarkable contribution to world culture.

It is a truism that Russian culture is based upon the reception of Byzantine culture.
However, the question of what was in fact received is the task that Professor Thomson
has set in these studies, by means of a detailed examination of the corpus of
translations. Down to the 17th century this corpus was essentially made up of works
required for the liturgy and the monastic life. Few works of dogmatic theology and
virtually no classical or philosophical works were translated, neither was a knowledge of
Greek, which would have provided access to the originals, widespread. The result was
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an unreasoning adherence to ritual forms. Western ideas which began to penetrate into
Muscovy in the 17th century were not absorbed by Russian culture but fundamentally
reshaped it, and the result led to a schism within the Church. Russia today is Orthodox
by religion, but Byzantine culture disappeared with Byzantium. A major section of
addenda takes into account the advances in scholarship since the articles were first
published.
In this revision of their best-selling book, MacKenzie and Curran present a clear and
objective account of the history of Russians and other eastern Slavs from its beginnings
in ancient Rus to the demise of the Soviet Union and, most recently, the Putin
presidency. Acclaimed in the field for its clarity, comprehensiveness, and accuracy, the
text balances social/cultural history with political history. The authors' approach weaves
the external geographic determinism of the Eurasian school and the organic, inneroriented approach of Russian historians.
The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire is Edward Gibbon's magnum
opus, written and published over a 13-year period beginning in 1776. It not only
chronicles the events of the downfall starting with the end of the rule of Marcus
Aurelius, but proposes a theory as to why Rome collapsed: the populace, Gibbon
theorizes, lost its moral fortitude, its militaristic will, and its sense of civic duty. History is
considered a classic in world literature, and Gibbon is sometimes called the first
"modern historian" for his insistence upon using primary sources for his research. Many
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scholars today still use his highly regarded work as reference. In this sixth of seven
volumes, readers will find Chapter 52 ("More Conquests by the Arabs") through
Chapter 63 ("Civil Wars and the Ruin of the Greek Empire"), which cover the continued
wars between Constantinople and the Arabs; the rise of Harun al Rashid; Islamic
advances in the sciences; the invasion of Rome by the Saracens; the state of the
Byzantine Empire in the 10th century; the rise of Greek power and influence in the
Eastern Roman Empire; the Paulicans; the establishment of a Bulgarian kingdom; the
origin of the Russian monarchy; the rise of the Normans in Italy; the life of Robert
Guiscard; the many conquests of Sicily; the origin of the Seljuk Turks and their empire;
the Turkish conquest of Jerusalem; the First, Second, and Third Crusades; the break
between the Greeks and Latins in Constantinople; the rule of Emperor Baldwin I; the
resurgence of Greek power in Constantinople; the origins of the family of Courtenay;
and the establishment of the Greek Empire. English parliamentarian and historian
EDWARD GIBBON (1737-1794) attendedMagdelan College, Oxford for 14 months
before his father sent him to Lausanne, Switzerland, where he continued his education.
He published Essai sur l'tude de la Littrature (1761) and other autobiographical works,
including Mmoire Justificatif pour servir de Rponse l'Expos, etc. de la Cour de France
(1779).
THIS BOOK WILL HELP YOU• to appreciate the depth and beauty of the dominant
form of Christianity in Greece, Russia and much of Eastern Europe• to understand the
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tenets, nature and holy days of Orthodox belief• to recognize the physical features of
an Orthodox church, and the spiritual significance of icons• to know what to expect and
how to conduct yourself during Orthodox services and ceremoniesOrthodoxy is the
dominant form of Christianity in Greece, Russia, parts of Eastern Europe and the
Balkans. Its practices are largely unfamiliar in the West, and have remained essentially
unchanged since the earliest days of the faith. This lucid introduction outlines the
tenets, nature and holy days of Orthodox belief with the Western reader in mind. It
describes the physical church, especially icons, services, and common practices, and
offers advice to visitors on how to conduct themselves so that they are accepted and
feel comfortable.Several chapters concern the life of Jesus and the beginnings of
Christianity; others trace the origins and history of the Church, with particular attention
to its great champion, Constantine the Great. The present structure of the Church is
described in brief, and the split between the Eastern and the Western Churches is
related with differences clearly explained.The great antiquity and beauty of its liturgy, its
essentially minimal hierarchy and its mystical yet pragmatic approach make the
Orthodox religion a powerful medium for its profound and universal message. This
deceptively simple volume takes the reader on a journey to the heart of the Christian
tradition.ACCESS THE WORLD’S RELIGIONSSimple Guides: Religion is a series of
concise, accessible introductions to the world’s major religions. Written by experts in
the field, they offer an engaging and sympathetic description of the key concepts,
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beliefs and practices of different faiths.Ideal for spiritual seekers and travellers alike,
Simple Guides aims to open the doors of perception. Together the books provide a
reliable compass to the world’s great spiritual traditions, and a point of reference for
further exploration and discovery. By offering essential insights into the core values,
customs and beliefs of differentsocieties, they also enable visitors to be aware of the
cultural sensibilities of their hosts, and to behave in a way that fosters mutual respect
and understanding.
First Published in 1943 Russia Through the Centuries provides a comprehensive
historical background of the U.S.S.R. The book tries to showcase how Russia grew
through the centuries, and how the new Russia was a consummation of all that went
before. It discusses themes such as the first Russian states and their early struggles;
foundations of the Eastern Slav Empire; the reign of Catherine II; Alexander II and the
era of reforms; Soviets taking control, and the U.S.S.R. and the Second World War.
The author argues that a knowledge of Russian history should be more widespread in
England and the former Anglo-Russian understandings were between Courts and the
upper circles of society and consequently were not lasting. This book is an essential
read for anyone interested in Russian history.
"... an imaginative and dispassionate re-examination of the significance of the Mongol
Conquest and its aftermath for Russias historical development." Slavic Review"On all
counts Russia and the Golden Horde infuses the subject with fresh insights and
Page 15/22

Read Book The Byzantine Empire Russia Chapter 10 Test
interpretations." History"Combining rigorous analysis of the major scholarly findings
with his own research, Halperin has produced both a much-needed synthesis and an
important original work." Library Journal"Halperins new book combines sound
scholarship and a flair for storytelling that should help publicize this all too unfamiliar
tale in the West." Virginia Quarterly Review"It is a seminal work that will be repeatedly
cited in the future... " The Historian"... ingenious and highly articulate... " Russian
Review

The essays which comprise this book aim to identify and discuss aspects of the
Byzantium heritage, whose principal beneficiaries were the Greeks, the Slavs
and, most prominently, Russia. These 12 studies divide into three groups: the
first is concerned with general aspects of Slavo-Byzantine relations; the second
deals with the specific features of the acculturation process; and the third, which
includes among others Russia's Byzantine Heritage is concerned with the
contacts between Byzantium and medieval Russia.
Bestselling author Jackson Spielvogel has helped over 1 million students learn
about the present by exploring the past. His engaging narrative weaves the
political, economic, social, religious, intellectual, cultural and military aspects of
history into a gripping story that is as memorable as it is instructive. Updated to
reflect current scholarship, WESTERN CIVILIZATION, 11th Edition includes
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excerpts of more than 250 primary sources -- showing you the source material
historians use to interpret the past. Detailed maps and vivid photographs bring
chapter concepts to life, while a variety of learning tools make this edition
accessible to any learning style. Important Notice: Media content referenced
within the product description or the product text may not be available in the
ebook version.
How empires have used diversity to shape the world order for more than two
millennia Empires—vast states of territories and peoples united by force and
ambition—have dominated the political landscape for more than two millennia.
Empires in World History departs from conventional European and nationcentered perspectives to take a remarkable look at how empires relied on
diversity to shape the global order. Beginning with ancient Rome and China and
continuing across Asia, Europe, the Americas, and Africa, Jane Burbank and
Frederick Cooper examine empires' conquests, rivalries, and strategies of
domination—with an emphasis on how empires accommodated, created, and
manipulated differences among populations. Burbank and Cooper examine
Rome and China from the third century BCE, empires that sustained state power
for centuries. They delve into the militant monotheism of Byzantium, the Islamic
Caliphates, and the short-lived Carolingians, as well as the pragmatically tolerant
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rule of the Mongols and Ottomans, who combined religious protection with the
politics of loyalty. Burbank and Cooper discuss the influence of empire on
capitalism and popular sovereignty, the limitations and instability of Europe's
colonial projects, Russia's repertoire of exploitation and differentiation, as well as
the "empire of liberty"—devised by American revolutionaries and later extended
across a continent and beyond. With its investigation into the relationship
between diversity and imperial states, Empires in World History offers a fresh
approach to understanding the impact of empires on the past and present.
This volume introduces readers to an age-old question that has perplexed both
Russians and Westerners. Is Russia the eastern flank of Europe? Or is it really
the heartland of another civilization? In exploring this question, the authors
present a sweeping survey of cultural, religious, political, and economic
developments in Russia, especially over the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.
Based on the inter-disciplinary Russian studies program at Dickinson College,
this splendid collection will complement many curricula. The text features
highlight boxes and selected illustrations. Each chapter ends with a glossary,
study questions, and a reading list.
The creation of a powerful state by the first Christian rulers of Russia, its
subsequent fragmentation and subjugation to the Mongol khan and its
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determined reassembly by the Muscovy princes – all of this finds its reflection in
seven centuries of legal development
Argues that the Eurasian steppe political tradition has been globally influential,
particularly in the socio-political formation of modern Russia and Turkey.
In this pioneering book, Eve Levin explores sexual behavior among the peoples of
Serbia, Bulgaria, and Russia from their conversion to Christianity in the ninth and tenth
centuries until the end of the seventeenth century. By ranging across all these
societies, Levin is able to fulfill three basic aims: to delineate the general character of
sexuality among the Orthodox Slavs, to enrich that account by drawing our attention to
regional variations in the sexual mores of these peoples, and to draw suggestive
comparisons between the world of the medieval Orthodox Slavs and their
contemporaries in the Latin West. Levin begins with a study of the ecclesiastical image
of sexuality as expressed in didactic and literary texts, showing that the Orthodox
Church was deeply suspicious of sexuality. Her second chapter, on canon law and
marfiage, examines the conditions for marriage, divorce, and remarriage, the obligation
of the conjugal relationship, and the impact of these rules on social order. Levin looks at
church regulations concerning sexual relations among relatives by blood, marriage,
spiritual kinship, and adoption in Chapter Three, and she devotes Chapter Four to
prohibited sexual practices, both inside and outside of marriage. In the fifth chapter she
studies Russian and South Slavic responses to rape, and demonstrates that these
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societies simultaneously censured violence against women and sanctioned the
attitudes and social structures that justified it. Chapter Six deals with the rules on sexual
conduct for the clergy, whose job it was to enforce sexual precepts. Throughout her
work, Levin argues that, despite its conviction that sexual expression was diabolical, the
medieval Orthodox Church approached sexual matters in a surprisingly practical way;
its official sexual ethic corresponded to a great degree with popular views. Historians of
the Slavic world, both medieval and modern, will welcome this accessible study. It
should also attract comparativists who work in such fields as church history, the history
of women and the family, and the history of sexuality.
While the turn of the century has seen a number of secular sources proclaiming the end
of the worldsuch as Y2K or the end of the Mayan calendaronly to see these events
come and go, there persists yet another source that still accurately foretells the events
and phenomena we see play out on the worlds scene. Instead of focusing on fleeting
signs and events, the Bible shows us how a growing tide of global conflict, human
suffering, and natural disasters points toward a powerful truth: we are living in the end
times. In The Second Coming of Jesus Christ: An Analysis of End Time Bible Prophecy,
author David L. Toney explores how contemporary events not only parallel but also
signify the fulfilment of Bible prophecies throughout both the Old and New Testaments.
From the return of the Jews to Israel as foretold in Ezekiel, to the rise of the Antichrist
as anticipated in Revelation, discover prophecies and the modern-day events related to
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the end of the six-thousand-year reign of humanity, the stirrings of World War III, and
the appearance of catastrophic natural phenomena. That we are living in the end times
is good news for good people and bad news for bad people, and the most important
event prophesied to take place in these latter yearsthe second coming of Jesus
Christwill soon take place.
“This is the revised English translation from the original work in Russian of the history
of the Great Byzantine Empire. It is the most complete and thorough work on this
subject. From it we get a wonderful panorama of the events and developments of the
struggles of early Christianity, both western and eastern, with all of its remains of the
wonderful productions of art, architecture, and learning.”—Southwestern Journal of
Theology
The existence of eunuchs was one of the defining features of the Byzantine Empire.
Covering the whole span of the history of the empire, from the fourth to the fifteenth
centuries AD, Shaun Tougher presents a comprehensive survey of the history and roles
of eunuchs, making use of extensive comparative material, such as from China, Persia
and the Ottoman Empire, as well as about castrato singers of the eighteenth century of
Enlightenment Europe, and self-castrating religious devotees such as the Galli of
ancient Rome, early Christians, the Skoptsy of Russia and the Hijras of India. The
various roles played by eunuchs are examined. They are not just found as servile
attendants; some were powerful political players – such as Chrysaphius who plotted to
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assassinate Attila the Hun – and others were prominent figures in Orthodoxy as bishops
and monks. Furthermore, there is offered an analysis of how society thought about
eunuchs, especially their gender identity - were they perceived as men, women, or a
third sex? The broad survey of the political and social position of eunuchs in the
Byzantine Empire is placed in the context of the history of the eunuch in general. An
appendix listing key eunuchs of the Byzantine Empire describing their careers is
included, and the text is fully illustrated.
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