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The Battle Of Karbala A Marsiya Of Anis
Less than 50 years after the death of Islam’s last prophet, Muhammad, an epic
battle forever altered the course of Islam. Muhammad’s grandson Hussain was
martyred in the sands of Karbala on what is now a holy pilgrimage site. This book
helps to put the Battle of Karbala, known to Muslims as “the great sacrifice,” in a
historical context. Including passages from the Qur’an and insights from religious
scholars both Muslim and non-Muslim, Saving Monotheism in the Sands of
Karbala is a guide valuable to both non-experts and those thoroughly versed in
Islamic history.
A behind-the-scenes look at life in Baghdad, Iraq, during the months following the
invasion in 2003. Wismer, a recently retired Army colonel and chaplain, has
spent many years in the Middle East, beginning with Operation Desert Storm. His
memoir not only reveals the daily drama of war, it also raises salient questions
about U.S. strategy regarding the “war on terror.” This book also looks at the
dynamic interaction of major faith groups within Iraq, and the religious heritage of
the “cradle of civilization” as applied to the strategic implication of global
terrorism. The author’s views are insightfully recorded and influenced by his
many calls to duty, which have also taken him to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, Haiti,
Bosnia, and Kuwait. More than a first-hand account of military life during the
turbulent period immediately after the assault by coalition forces, War in the
Garden of Eden also explores the inner workings of the Coalition Provisional
Authority (CPA) from a soldier’s perspective, the daily life of personnel assigned
to the CPA, and some of the many decisions made, under constant lifethreatening situations, to establish peace and stability in the country during the
ground war.
Jacob Kinnard offers an in-depth examination of the complex dynamics of
religiously charged places. Focusing on several important shared and contested
pilgrimage places-Ground Zero and Devils Tower in the United States, Ayodhya
and Bodhgaya in India, Karbala in Iraq-he poses a number of crucial questions.
What and who has made these sites important, and why? How are they shared,
and how and why are they contested? What is at stake in their contestation? How
are the particular identities of place and space established? How are individual
and collective identity intertwined with space and place? Challenging longaccepted, clean divisions of the religious world, Kinnard explores specific
instances of the vibrant messiness of religious practice, the multivocality of
religious objects, the fluid and hybrid dynamics of religious places, and the
shifting and tangled identities of religious actors. He contends that sacred space
is a constructed idea: places are not sacred in and of themselves, but are sacred
because we make them sacred. As such, they are in perpetual motion,
transforming themselves from moment to moment and generation to generation.
Places in Motion moves comfortably across and between a variety of historical
and cultural settings as well as academic disciplines, providing a deft and
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sensitive approach to the topic of sacred places, with awareness of political,
economic, and social realities as these exist in relation to questions of identity. It
is a lively and much needed critical advance in analytical reflections on sacred
space and pilgrimage.
On the tenth day of the month of Muharram, fifty years after the passing of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad (s), Imam Hussain (a) and a small number of family
members and companions were slaughtered at the hands of the Umayyad
government. They made their stance on the land of Karbala with determination
and resolve. They did not waiver in the face of an army of thousands. They made
that stance in the hope that their memory will bring life to a Muslim nation which
was spiraling fast down the road of deviance. More than thirteen centuries have
passed since. Yet every year, Muslims around the world continue to
commemorate the tragedy and remember Imam Hussain's (a) great sacrifice.
Devotees from around the globe flock to his grave in Karbala to visit and
supplicate. They remember the events of that bloody massacre and the valor of
Imam Hussain (a) and his companions. They recite verse and prose in
commemoration of that stance. Because of the great importance of the tragedy
and the passion that it infused into the Muslim nation, Umayyad authorities did all
they could to erase its memory. They forbade the mentioning of Imam Hussain
(a), persecuted anyone who professed love to the Holy Prophet's (s) household,
and spread false ideologies that absolved them of any culpability. Despite all this,
Imam Hussain's (a) stance was engraved into the conscience of the Muslim
nation. As Lady Zaynab proclaimed in the court of Yazid, "By God, you will never
erase our remembrance or kill our inspiration."
Presents entries A to L of a two-volume encyclopedia discussing religion around
the globe, including biographies, concepts and theories, places, social issues,
movements, texts, and traditions.
This book is a radical piece of counter-intuitive rethinking of the clash of
civilizations theory and global politics. In this richly detailed criticism of
contemporary politics, Hamid Dabashi argues that after 9/11 we have not seen a
new phase in a long running confrontation between Islam and the West, but that
such categories have in fact collapsed and exhausted themselves. The West is
no longer a unified actor and Islam is ideologically depleted in its confrontation
with colonialism. Rather we are seeing the emergence of the US as a lone
superpower, and a confrontation between a form of imperial globalized capital
and the rising need for a new Islamic theodicy. The combination of political
salience and theoretical force makes Islamic Liberation Theology a cornerstone
of a whole new generation of thinking about political Islamism and a compelling
read for anyone interested in contemporary Islam, current affairs and US foreign
policy. Dabashi drives his well-supported and thoroughly documented points
steadily forward in an earnest and highly readable style.
Today, almost a generation has passed since the Iran–Iraq war and the memory
of it is set to diminish with each passing generation. The following questions
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emerge. Can we say that the gradual disappearance of war’s memory means
that, increasingly, Iranians will see the Iran–Iraq war solely as an historical event?
How can we defend or reject this idea? Today, with which elements and values
should we look at the Iran–Iraq war memorials and ceremonies? To what extent
will war museums and materials culture be influenced by these new values? In
the period during and immediately after the Iran–Iraq war (1980-88), national
bereavement and commemoration of martyrs was neither apparent in common
state policy nor a social need. Even at the turn of the 21st century, anyone
walking through Iranian cities, many of which had been the main scene of the
bloody massacre and direct targets of the Iraqi Republican Guard, will have
found traces of the terrible, almost unimaginable, human losses. However,
today’s Iranians can see modern war memorials and monuments in many parts
of the urban and rural landscape. Yet, at the same time, the changing landscape
has separated Iranians from such remnants of the violence. It can be argued that
many people, in their wish to look forward to a more hopeful future, do not wish to
be reminded of this period in Iranian history. This book was originally published
as a special issue of Visual Anthropology.
Representing diverse cultural viewpoints, Muslim Women in War and Crisis collects an
array of original essays that highlight the experiences and perspectives of Muslim
women—their dreams and nightmares and their daily struggles—in times of tremendous
social upheaval. Analyzing both how Muslim women have been represented and how
they represent themselves, the authors draw on primary sources ranging from poetry
and diaries to news reports and visual media. Topics include: Peacebrokers in
Indonesia Exploitation in the Islamic Republic of Iran Chechen women rebels
Fundamentalism in Afghanistan, from refugee camps to Kabul Memoirs of Bengali
Muslim women The 7/7 London bombings, British Muslim women, and the media Also
exploring such images in the United States, Spain, the former Yugoslavia, Tunisia,
Algeria, Lebanon, and Iraq, this collection offers a chorus of multidimensional voices
that counter Islamophobia and destructive clichés. Encompassing the symbolic national
and religious identities of Muslim women, this study goes beyond those facets to
examine the realities of day-to-day existence in societies that seek scapegoats and do
little to defend the victims of hate crimes. Enhancing their scholarly perspectives, many
of the contributors (including the editor) have lived through the strife they analyze. This
project taps into their firsthand experiences of war and deadly political oppression.
A landmark work within the study of conflict, sound studies, and ethnomusicology,
'Listening to War' offers a broad theorization of sound, violence, music, listening and
place, while also providing a discrete window into the lives of individual Iraqis and
Americans struggling to orient themselves within the fog of war.
Unique study which offers new perspectives on contemporary Islamic iconography And
The use of imageries in ritual contexts.
In this study of devotional hagiographical texts and contemporary ritual performances of
the Shi'a of Hyderabad, India, Karen Ruffle demonstrates how traditions of sainthood
and localized cultural values shape gender roles. Ruffle focuses on the annual
mourning assemblies held on 7 Muharram to commemorate the battlefield wedding of
Fatimah Kubra and her warrior-bridegroom Qasem, who was martyred in 680 C.E. at
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the battle of Karbala, Iraq, before their marriage was consummated. Ruffle argues that
hagiography, an important textual tradition in Islam, plays a dynamic role in constructing
the memory, piety, and social sensibilities of a Shi'i community. Through the
Hyderabadi rituals that idealize and venerate Qasem, Fatimah Kubra, and the other
heroes of Karbala, a distinct form of sainthood is produced. These saints, Ruffle
explains, serve as socioethical role models and religious paragons whom Shi'i Muslims
aim to imitate in their everyday lives, improving their personal religious practice and
social selves. On a broader community level, Ruffle observes, such practices help
generate and reinforce group identity, shared ethics, and gendered sensibilities. By
putting gender and everyday practice at the center of her study, Ruffle challenges Shi'i
patriarchal narratives that present only men as saints and brings to light typically
overlooked women's religious practices.
This engrossing anthology gathers together a remarkable collection of writings on the
use of strategy in war. Gérard Chaliand has ranged over the whole of human history in
assembling this collection—the result is an integration of the annals of military thought
that provides a learned framework for understanding global political history. Included
are writings from ancient and modern Europe, China, Byzantium, the Arab world,
Persia, and the Ottoman Empire. Alongside well-known militarists such as Julius
Caesar, Napoleon, Walter Raleigh, Rommel, and many others are "irregulars" such as
Cortés, Lawrence of Arabia, and even Gandhi. Contrary to standard interpretations
stressing competition between land and sea powers, or among rival Christian societies,
Chaliand shows the great importance of the struggles between nomadic and sedentary
peoples, and of the conflicts between Christianity and Islam. With the invention of
firepower, a relatively recent occurrence in the history of warfare, modes of organization
and strategic concepts—elements reflecting the nature of a society—have been key to
how war is waged. Unparalleled in its breadth, this anthology will become the standard
work for understanding a fundamental part of human history—the conduct of war. "This
anthology is not only an unparalleled corpus of information and an aid to failing
memory; it is also and above all a reliable and liberating guide for research. . . .
Ranging "from the origins to the nuclear age," it compels us to widen our narrow
perspectives on conflicts and strategic action and open ourselves up to the
universal."—from the Foreword
First Published in 1996. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.
Most research has accepted stereotypical images of Muslim women, treating their
outward manifestations, such as veiling, as passive and oppressive. Muslim women
have been depicted as different, and by exoticizing (orientalizing) them—or Islamic
society in general—“they” have been dealt with outside of general women’s history and
regarded as having little to contribute to the writing of world history or to the life of their
sisters worldwide. By approaching widely used sources with different questions and
methodologies, and by using new or little-used material (with much primary research),
this book redresses these deficiencies. Scholars revisit and reevaluate scripture and
scriptural interpretation; church records involving non-Muslim women of the Arab world;
archival court records dating from the present back to the Ottoman period; and the oral
and material culture and its written record, including oral history, textbooks, sufi
practices, and the politics of dress. By deconstructing the past, these scholars offer
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fresh perspectives on women’s roles and aspirations in Middle East societies.
This book provides an overview of the history of religion and war, and a framework for
analysing it. Ranging from ancient history to modern day conflicts, and touching on both
religiously incited violence and pacifism, it offers a nuanced view on these issues that
have had such weight in the past, and which continue to shape our present and future.
Ahmad Mahmoud sets The Neighbors against the backdrop of the oil nationalization
crisis that gripped Iran in the early 1950s. His protagonist, Khaled, a young man from a
rundown neighborhood in Ahvaz, a city in southern Iran, becomes involved in the
struggle to wrest Iran’s oil industry from the British and, as the result of his political
activities, comes to realize that there is more to life than the drudgery and poverty his
parents and neighbors have experienced. The Neighbors, published in 1974, cemented
Mahmoud’s reputation as a novelist and captured the ethos of a generation—the
generation that laid the groundwork for those who continue to struggle for democracy in
Iran today. Though the novel received considerable praise and was read widely, its
political nature earned the ire of Mohammad Reza Shah’s regime, and the Islamic
Republic has objected to its sexually explicit content. This is the first time one of Ahmad
Mahmoud’s novels has appeared in English translation.
-A tragic historical novel, with mythical dimension and epic narrative, based on the
battle of Karbala that took place on 10th October AD 680 -The day of the battle of
Karbala is now observed as Muharram, in the memory of the martyrdom of Prophet
Muhammad's grandsons Hassan and Hussein -The text, being dramatic, is performed
regularly during the month of Muharram every year in many parts of Bangladesh,
accompanied by music and dance One of the best known works of Mir Mosharraf
Hossain, Bishad Sindhu (Ocean of Melancholy) is an epic historical novel centered
around events that led to the battle of Karbala and its aftermath. The book revolves
around the tragic story of Hassan and Hussein, grandsons of the great Prophet
Muhammad, who were exterminated by their bitter enemy Yazid, the son of the king of
Damascus, for his desire for Zainab - Hassan's beautiful wife - and his greed for the
throne of Medina. The plot is dramatic, has a mythical undertone to it, and deeds of
heroism and supernatural occurrences render an epic flavor to its narrative. The
storyline explores the sufferings and agonies of human life and the covetousness and
hatred of men, and, at the same time, imparts a historical background to the bloodbath
and killings that took place in Karbala, Iraq on the 10th of October, AD 680.
Provides a wide depiction of Islamic doctrines, practices, and worldviews. Some 50
articles by scholars that are also practicing Muslims representing a diverse range of
places, traditions, cultures, and beliefs are presented in volumes that individually
address the grand traditions and beliefs of the religion; the spiritual experience of Islam;
everyday experiences of family, home, and society; Islamic cultures' art, aesthetics, and
science; and Muslim progressives, modernists, and other reformers.
This book is about the role that media and religion play in promoting peace and inciting
violence. Using a wide range of examples drawn from around the world, it explores:how
different media contribute to the creation of communicative environments where
violence can be incitedhowvarious media are usedto promote peacebuilding the
ambivalent role of religion in these processes.It is sometimes suggested that through
skilful packaging of religious messages audiences can be turned into more violent or
more peaceful citizens. Jolyon Mitchell paints...
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Commemorating the Battle of Karbala, in which the Prophet Mohammad's grandson
Hosayn and seventy-two of his family members and supporters were martyred in 680
CE, is the central religious observance of Shi'i Islam. Though much has been written
about the rituals that reenact and venerate Karbala, until now no one has studied
women's participation in these observances. This collection of original essays by a
multidisciplinary team of scholars analyzes the diverse roles that women have played in
the Karbala rituals, as well as the varied ways in which gender-coded symbols have
been used within religious and political discourses. The contributors to this volume
consider women as participants in and observers of the Karbala rituals in Iran, Iraq,
Lebanon, India, Pakistan, and the United States. They find that women's experiences in
the Shi'i rituals vary considerably from one community to another, based on regional
customs, personal preferences, religious interpretations, popular culture, and
socioeconomic background. The authors also examine the gender symbolism within the
rituals, showing how it reinforces distinctions between the genders while it also
highlights the centrality of women to the symbolic repertory of Shi'ism. Overall, the
authors conclude that while Shi'i rituals and symbols have in some ways been used to
restrict women's social roles, in other ways they have served to provide women with a
sense of independence and empowerment.
WHAT’S GOING ON at MUHARRAM’S TEN DAYS (ashoora)??! WHY THE SHIITE
NATION BEEN MOURN IMAM HUSSAIN AT THESE DAYS?! WHY THE SHIITE
RENEWAL THIS MEMORY DURING FOURTEEN CENTURIES AGO? WHO IS IMAM
HUSSAIN? WHAT WE HAVE TO DO IN THESE DAYS IF WE ARE MUSLIMS? AND
WHAT IF YOU ARE NOT?

Non-Muslims in Islamic countries are exposed to the religion of Islam 24 hours,
seven days a week, for their entire life (No freedom of choice here). They hear
five prayers between 6: 00 AM and 8: 00 PM everyday on radio, television, Loud
Speakers and other public address systems that cover every square inch of the
country, whether they want to or not. They get to hear the Koran recited for hours
every day. The non-Muslim is a second class citizen who is not allowed to rule or
hold key position in the country. He can live in the abode of Islam as long as he
doesn't preach his religions outside his community, doesn't insult Islam or
criticize the Prophet, and he must pay a religion tax. The punishment for leaving
Islam is death (most recently a young woman killed in Saudi Arabia and one in
Jordan for leaving Islam; Sept. 2008]. Islam gives its followers the right to kill nonMuslims, and take their wives, children, and possessions as a booty blessed by
the Koran and the Hadith. Only a Muslim man can legally lie to his wives, and his
enemies.
This book is one of the many Islamic publications distributed by Ahlulbayt
Organization throughout the world in different languages with the aim of
conveying the message of Islam to the people of the world.You may read this
book carefully and should you be interested to have further study on such
publications you can contact us through www.shia.es Naturally, if we find you to
be a keen and energetic reader we shall give you a deserving response in
sending you some other publications of this Organization.
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On ?usayn ibn ?Ali, d. 680 and the battle of Karbala, Iraq.
This intriguing three-volume set explores the ways in which religion is bound to
the practice of daily life and how daily life is bound to religion.
This book is a compilation of different poems composed in memory of the Master
of Martyrs, Husayn ibn‘Ali (AS) and his loyal companions who were martyred
almost 14 centuries ago in Karbala, Iraq. A chorus of poets, from different parts
of the world, have sung the praises of the heroes of the greatest act of sacrifice in
human history, the Battle of Karbala, and this book reflects only a glimpse of
such songs of praise, sorrow and mourning.
Crucial to understanding Islam is a recognition of the role of Muslim networks.
The earliest networks were Mediterranean trade routes that quickly expanded
into transregional paths for pilgrimage, scholarship, and conversion, each
network complementing and reinforcing the others. This volume selects major
moments and key players from the seventh century to the twenty-first that have
defined Muslim networks as the building blocks for Islamic identity and social
cohesion. Although neglected in scholarship, Muslim networks have been
invoked in the media to portray post-9/11 terrorist groups. Here, thirteen essays
provide a long view of Muslim networks, correcting both scholarly omission and
political sloganeering. New faces and forces appear, raising questions never
before asked. What does the fourteenth-century North African traveler Ibn Battuta
have in common with the American hip hopper Mos Def? What values and
practices link Muslim women meeting in Cairo, Amsterdam, and Atlanta? How
has technology raised expectations about new transnational pathways that will
reshape the perception of faith, politics, and gender in Islamic civilization? This
book invokes the past not only to understand the present but also to reimagine
the future through the prism of Muslim networks, at once the shadow and the
lifeline for the umma, or global Muslim community. Contributors: H. Samy Alim,
Duke University Jon W. Anderson, Catholic University of America Taieb Belghazi,
Mohammed V University, Rabat, Morocco Gary Bunt, University of Wales,
Lampeter miriam cooke, Duke University Vincent J. Cornell, University of
Arkansas Carl W. Ernst, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Judith Ernst,
Chapel Hill, North Carolina David Gilmartin, North Carolina State University
Jamillah Karim, Spelman College Charles Kurzman, University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill Bruce B. Lawrence, Duke University Samia Serageldin, Chapel
Hill, North Carolina Tayba Hassan Al Khalifa Sharif, United Nations High
Commission for Refugees, Egypt Quintan Wiktorowicz, Rhodes College
Muhammad Qasim Zaman, Brown University
Traditional histories of war have typically explored masculine narratives of
military and political action, leaving private, domestic life relatively unstudied.
This volume expands our understanding by looking at the relationships between
mothers and children, and the varied roles both have assumed during periods of
armed conflict.
“Imam Hussain And Yazid” the English version of the book “Syed-ul-Shuhada
Page 7/10

File Type PDF The Battle Of Karbala A Marsiya Of Anis
Hazrat Imam Hussain Aur Yazidiat” by Sultan-ul-Ashiqeen Hazrat Sakhi Sultan
Mohammad Najib-ur-Rehman sheds light on those aspects of the battle of
Karbala which have been concealed by the other writers. It tells the difference
between two systems, Hussainism and Yazidism, apart from the description of
the valour and heroism of the sacred progeny of Prophet Mohammad and their
Companions. The author has highlighted Hussain’s Faqr, the essence of the
whole philosophy, which has been untouched by the tellers of the significance of
the battle. It also debates upon the advocacy on Yazid by his advocates, logically
and with authentic references.
Contains essays on the history of 1,000 historic places
This book is one of the many Islamic publications distributed by Ahlulbayt
Organization throughout the world in different languages with the aim of
conveying the message of Islam to the people of the world. Ahlulbayt
Organization is a registered Organisation that operates and is sustained through
collaborative efforts of volunteers in many countries around the world, and it
welcomes your involvement and support. Its objectives are numerous, yet its
main goal is to spread the truth about the Islamic faith in general and the Shi`a
School of Thought in particular due to the latter being misrepresented,
misunderstood and its tenets often assaulted by many ignorant folks, Muslims
and non-Muslims. For a complete list of our published books please refer to our
website or send us an email .
This innovative study examines patterns of change in Shii symbols and rituals
over the past two centuries to reveal how modernization has influenced the
societal, political, and religious culture of Iran. Shiis, who support the Prophet
Mohammads progeny as his successors in opposition to the Sunni caliphate
tradition, make up 10 to 15 percent of the worlds Muslim population, roughly half
of whom live in Iran. Throughout the early history of the Islamic Middle East, the
Sunnis have been associated with the state and the ruling elite, while Shiis have
most often represented the political opposition and have had broad appeal
among the masses. Moharram symbols and rituals commemorate the Battle of
Karbala in 680 CE, in which the Prophet Mohammads grandson Hoseyn and
most of his family and supporters were massacred by the troops of the Umayyad
caliph Yazid. Moharram symbols and rituals are among the most pervasive and
popular aspects of Iranian culture and society. This book traces patterns of
continuity and change of Moharran symbols and rituals in three aspects of Iranian
life: the importance of these rituals in promoting social bonds, status, identities,
and ideals; ways in which the three major successive regimes (Qujars, Pahlavis,
and the Islamic Republic), have either used these rituals to promote their
legitimacy, or have suppressed them because they viewed them as a potential
political threat; and the uses of Moharram symbolism by opposition groups
interested in overthrowing the regime. While the patterns of government
patronage have been radically discontinuous over the past two centuries, the
roles of these rituals in popular society and culture have been relatively
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continuous or have evolved independently of the state. The political uses of
modern-day rituals and the enduring symbolism of the Karbala narratives
continue today.
In 680 C.E., a small band of the Prophet Muhammads family and their followers,
led by his grandson, Husain, rose up in a rebellion against the ruling caliph,
Yazid. The family and its supporters, hopelessly outnumbered, were massacred
at Karbala, in modern-day Iraq. The story of Karbala is the cornerstone of
institutionalized devotion and mourning for millions of Shii Muslims. Apart from its
appeal to the Shii community, invocations of Karbala have also come to govern
mystical and reformist discourses in the larger Muslim world. Indeed, Karbala
even serves as the archetypal resistance and devotional symbol for many nonMuslims. Until now, though, little scholarly attention has been given to the
widespread and varied employment of the Karbala event. In Reliving Karbala,
Syed Akbar Hyder examines the myriad ways that the Karbala symbol has
provided inspiration in South Asia, home to the worlds largest Muslim population.
Rather than a unified reading of Islam, Hyder reveals multiple, sometimes
conflicting, understandings of the meaning of Islamic religious symbols like
Karbala. He ventures beyond traditional, scriptural interpretations to discuss the
ways in which millions of very human adherents express and practice their
beliefs. By using a panoramic array of sources, including musical performances,
interviews, nationalist drama, and other literary forms, Hyder traces the evolution
of this story from its earliest historical origins to the beginning of the twenty-first
century. Today, Karbala serves as a celebration of martyrdom, a source of
personal and communal identity, and even a tool for political protest and struggle.
Hyder explores how issues related to gender, genre, popular culture, class, and
migrancy bear on the cultivation of religious symbols. He assesses the manner in
which religious language and identities are negotiated across contexts and
continents. At a time when words like martyrdom, jihad, and Shiism are being
used and misused for political reasons, this book provides much-needed
scholarly redress. Through his multifaceted examination of this seminal event in
Islamic history, Hyder offers an original, complex, and nuanced view of religious
symbols.
"India's future will be determined not only by economic development, but also by
a dynamic traditional culture that continues to develop along its own lines -sometimes in concert, and sometimes in conflict with material enrichment. India
develops not, as one writer has suggested, "in spite of the gods." Rather, the
seed for the creation and the fuel for the sustenance of IndiaÂ's economic boom
lay in its traditions, and, I will argue, the animating spirit of its future lies there as
well. I have neither the expertise nor the access to operate as a political
correspondent, nor the desire to posture as a political pundit. During eighteen
years of research, however, I have seen what I perceived as a pervasive
misrepresentation of recent developments in Indian politics. More specifically, a
number of recent books consistently paint the Hindu right wing in India as
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essentially fascist or theocratic. My observations show that these claims are
untenable and misrepresent a positive development in the history of Indian
democracy. To think clearly about the changes in today's India we require a new
model: the bi-directional banyan tree, a symbol borrowed, ironically, from ancient
Sanskrit verses. Pindar claimed, "Custom is King of all," and this serves as a
succinct expression of the central thesis of this book."--Publisher's website.
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