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Religion In Focus Hinduism
This comprehensive Handbook examines the relationship
between religion and international relations, mainly focusing
on several world religions – Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, and
Judaism. Providing a timely update on this understudied
topic, it evaluates how this complex relationship has evolved
over the last four decades, looking at a variety of political
contexts, regions and countries.
The Encyclopedia of Indian Religions offers a complete
overview of Hinduism and all other religions found in India
and the Diaspora, such as Buddhism, Jainism, Sikhism,
Islam, Christianity, Judaism and so on. It is strongly
characterized by two special features, each pertaining to the
fact that Hinduism is closely associated with India but has
now become global in its reach. In relation to Hinduism in
India, it views Hinduism not in isolation but in dynamic
interaction, first with other religions of Indian origin and then
with religions which did not originate in India but have been a
lasting feature of its religious landscape, namely, Islam and
Christianity and, to a lesser extent, Zoroastrianism and
Judaism. Secondly, the encyclopedia seriously takes into
account the phenomenon of Hinduism in the Diaspora. The
Indian Diaspora is now beginning to make its presence felt,
both in India and abroad. In India, the Indian government
annually hosts a Diaspora event called Pravasi Bharatiya
Divas (PBD), in recognition of the growing importance of the
20 million strong Diaspora. And the role it is playing in the
computer software industry around the world is well known.
Although not all Indians are Hindus, most are, both in India
and abroad. A strong sense of Hindu identity is emerging
among diasporic Hindus. This has lead to an increasing
amount of research on Hindu traditions and Indian identity,
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and the relation of Hinduism with other world religions. The
Encyclopedia of Indian Religions will fill the need for
information and clarification of modern day Hinduism and
Hindu history and traditions to Hindus in the Diaspora. Three
main aspects of diasporic Hinduism have been kept in mind
while preparing this reference work: firstly the active language
of diasporic Hindus is English. Secondly diasporic Hindus
need a rational rather than a devotional or traditional
exposition of the religion, and thirdly they need information
and arguments to address the stereotypes which characterize
the presentation of Hinduism in the academia and the media,
especially in the West. The above is covered in a
comprehensive reference work that covers: (1) Hinduism in
various parts of the world such as Africa, North America and
so on, along with the description of it as practiced in India; (2)
the various religious movements of a Hindu hue which have
had international impact such as Hare Krishna, and (3) Hindu
beliefs and practices as they are being understood and lived
out in a modern global environment. And (4), as not all
Indians are Hindu, this encyclopedia will contain entries on all
religions found in India in the same spirit.
The dual foci for this collection of Raymond Williams' most
important writings are Swaminarayan Hinduism and South
Asian immigrants in the United States. Both are topics of wide
and growing interest in India and in many countries where
South Indians have settled. Swaminarayan Hinduism's growth
in the past few decades in India and among Indians abroad
has been remarkable: one subsect now has 8100 centers
around the world where weekly meetings are held. The
second focus is on the religions of South Asian immigrants:
Hindus, Muslims, Jains, Sikhs and Christians. The first
section is introductory and sets the stage through an analysis
of the transmission of religious traditions. The second section
moves from the development of Swaminarayan Hinduism and
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its leadership in India to its development in the United States
as exemplified in Chicago. The third section analyzes the
impact South Asian religions are having in the United States
and the affects that migration and modernization are having
on the religions of the immigrants.
Learn the Basics about Hindu Beliefs, Gods and RitualsThis
book contains an easily accessible overview of the Hindu
religion, with a focus on those coming from the Western
religions and cultures. While quite a few of us in the west are
familiar with at least some aspects of the religion (karma for
instance), most of us lack any real depth of understanding of
the complexities and nuances of one of the world's oldest and
most diverse religions. I hope that by reading this book you
can at least begin to scratch the surface of this rich and
intricate religion. We will cover the basics of the belief system,
including the concepts of karma, reincarnation, ahimsa, and
the one Supreme Being. These concepts unite all the various
sects of the Hindu religion, as well as all of the regional and
familial variations in what is a rich and complex religion. The
pantheon of the gods is described, with an emphasis on each
god's function. The rich symbolism present in their depictions
is also explored, for a small sampling of the main deities. A
full treatment of the symbolism is a subject worthy of a full
semester college course.Not only is Hinduism rich in its
diversity of gods and goddesses, it is also filled with many
different rituals and festivals. Some of the most important
rituals that punctuate the life of a Hindu are described. Rituals
that are performed for pregnancy, birth, and death are
common. Like we are accustomed to in the west, the Hindu
religion also celebrates many holidays. I describe some of the
most popular.Finally, I give a brief overview of what can only
be considered one of the largest collections of religious
scriptures in the world. They number over 100, though not all
are accorded the same significance. This work is intended to
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serve as a jumping off point for you to begin your selfexploration of the world's oldest and third largest religion.In
this book, you'll learn... Fundamental Beliefs The Many Faces
of Brahman Hindu Rituals, Ceremonies, and Festivals Hindu
Holy Texts Much, muchmore! Buy the book today to learn the
basics of Hindu Beliefs, Gods and Rituals..and get the FREE
bonus Ebook and ecourse on Mindful Meditation.Tags:
Hinduism, Gods, Beliefs, Rituals, Religion
Providing new insights into the contemporary creationistevolution debates, this book looks at the Hindu culturalreligious traditions of India, the Hindu Dharma traditions. By
focusing on the interaction of religion and science in a Hindu
context, it offers a global context for understanding
contemporary creationist-evolution conflicts and tensions
utilizing a critical analysis of Hindu perspectives on these
issues. The cultural and political as well as theological nature
of these conflicts is illustrated by drawing attention to parallels
with contemporary Islamic and Buddhist responses to modern
science and Darwinism. The book explores various ancient
and classical Hindu models to explain the origin of the
universe encompassing creationist as well as
evolutionary—but non-Darwinian—interpretations of how we
came to be. Complex schemes of cosmic evolution were
developed, alongside creationist proofs for the existence of
God utilizing distinctly Hindu versions of the design argument.
After examining diverse elements of the Hindu Dharmic
traditions that laid the groundwork for an ambivalent response
to Darwinism when it first became known in India, the book
highlights the significance of the colonial context. Analysing
critically the question of compatibility between traditional
Dharmic theories of knowledge and the epistemological
assumptions underlying contemporary scientific methodology,
the book raises broad questions regarding the frequently
alleged harmony of Hinduism, the eternal Dharma, with
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modern science, and with Darwinian evolution in particular.
This work offers a study of the physical representations of
God as the central feature of Hinduism. Each of the essays
explores a different topic of religion in India: bhakti, popular
village procession, puja rituals, spirit possession and guru
cults.
Public Hinduisms critically analyses the way in which
Hinduism is produced and represented as an established
feature of modern public landscapes. It examines the
mediation, representation and construction of multiple forms
of Hinduism in a variety of social and political contexts, and in
the process establishes it as a dynamic and developing
modern concept. The essays in this volume are divided into
themes that address different aspects of the processes that
form modern Hinduism. The book includes discussions on
topics such as ecumenical initiatives, the contemporary
interpretation of particular sampradaya and guru traditions,
modes of community mobilisation and the mediation
strategies of different groups. It also provides India and
diaspora-focused case studies as well as 'Snapshot' views
elaborating on different themes. Taking a critical approach to
the idea of Hinduism and the way it becomes public, the book
provides an interesting read on contemporary Hinduism.

Religious ideas, practices, discourses, institutions,
and social expressions are in constant flux. This
volume addresses the internal and external
dynamics, interactions between individuals, religious
communities, and local as well as global society. The
contributions concentrate on four areas: 1.
Contemporary religion in the public sphere: The
Tactics of (In)visibility among Religious Communities
in Europe; Religion Intersecting De-nationalization
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and Re-nationalization in Post-Apartheid South
Africa; 2. Religious transformations: Forms of
Religious Communities in Global Society; Political
Contributions of Ancestral Cosmologies and the
Decolonization of Religious Beliefs; Esoteric
Tradition as Poetic Invention; 3. Focus on the
individual: Religion and Life Trajectories of Islamists;
Angels, Animals and Religious Change in Antiquity
and Today; Gaining Access to the Radically
Unfamiliar in Today’s Religion; Religion between
Individuals and Collectives; 4. Narrating religion:
Entangled Knowledge Cultures and the Creation of
Religions in Mongolia and Europe; Global Intellectual
History and the Dynamics of Religion; On
Representing Judaism.
Development and Religion explores how the world s
five major religions Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism,
Christianity and Islam understand and practice
development through an examination of their sacred
texts, social teaching and basic beliefs. Religious
belief is a common human characteristic with eighty
percent of the world s population professing religious
faith. Observable in all societies, religious belief is
pervasive, profound, persuasive and persistent. The
premise of this book is that despite this, religion has
long been ignored within mainstream development
paradigms and by development practitioners (both
locally and at the international level) resulting in suboptimal development outcomes. Matthew Clarke
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argues that each religion offers useful insights into
various issues concerning development that should
be considered by donors, NGOs, and others seeking
to improve the lives of the poor. Undergraduate and
postgraduate students of development studies,
religious studies and theology will gratefully welcome
this highly regarded book.
A concise and plain spoken introduction to Hinduism,
Buddhism, Sikhism, and the religion of the Jains.
This book is for students and anyone else desiring to
learn the basics of religion in India in a quick yet
comprehensive way.
This Work Surveys The State Of Hindu Studies Over
The Ages By Studying The History Of Hinduism.
Critically Analyzing The Literature That Emerged
During Various Periods It Focuses Especially On
The Hindu-Muslim Encounter At Political, Religious
And Mythic Levels. It Also Analyses The Concept Of
Conversion And Secularism In India And Deals With
The Origin Of Hindu Fundamentalism In Hindu
Society.
An Introduction to the Study of Some Living
Religions of the East is a textbook by author Sydney
Cave, who lived amongst Hindus for many years of
his life and intimately studied other Eastern religions.
He intended this work to be a beginner's guide to the
study of non-Christian religions. Cave has divided
this textbook into five sections, each discussing a
separate religion or religions. Hinduism,
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Zoroastrianism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism,
and Islam are all explored in depth in this book. The
author follows a similar path for each section of the
book. Each religion is introduced with a focus on its
history and core beliefs. Important religious figures
are discussed, with a focus on the spiritual
significance of these individuals. The societies where
these religions are practiced are also analyzed,
helping to add some much needed social context to
the discussion. As a primer on the non-Christian
religions, Sydney Cave's book is largely a success.
The reader with little or no knowledge of the religions
discussed will certainly find themselves with a
greater understanding of the world's religions upon
conclusion of this book. The author's style is
eminently readable, with clear, concise prose lending
an air of authority to the text. His section on
Hinduism, the religion in which Cave is most
knowledgeable, is probably the highlight of the book
and is certainly the most thorough. An Introduction to
the Study of Some Living Religions of the East is a
terrific guide for those interested in learning about
the world's religions. Any student of religious studies
will find this to be a valuable text, as will anybody
else with an interest in learning more about the belief
systems of the people that surround them. About the
Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of
thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at
www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a
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reproduction of an important historical work.
Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to
digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original
format whilst repairing imperfections present in the
aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the
original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be
replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the
vast majority of imperfections successfully; any
imperfections that remain are intentionally left to
preserve the state of such historical works.
The only book of its kind, this balanced and
accessibly written text explores the geographical
study of religion. Roger W. Stump presents a clear
and meticulous examination of the intersection of
religious belief and practice with the concepts of
place and space. He begins by analyzing the factors
that have shaped the spatial distributions of religious
groups, including the seminal events that have
fostered the organization of religions in diverse
hearths and the subsequent processes of migration
and conversion that have spread religious beliefs.
The author then assesses how major religions have
diversified as they have become established in
disparate places, producing a variety of religious
systems from a common tradition. Stump explores
the efforts of religious groups to control secular
space at various scales, relating their own uses of
particular spaces and the meanings they attribute to
space beyond the boundaries of their own
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communities. Examining sacred space as a diverse
but recurring theme in religious belief, the book
considers its role in religious forms of spatial
behavior and as a source of conflict within and
between religious groups. Refreshingly jargon-free
and impartial, this text provides a broad, comparative
view of religion as a focus of geographical inquiry.
The role of Religious Education within the primary
school and how it should be implemented has been
the subject of worldwide debate. Responding to the
delivery of the non-statutory framework for RE and
the recent emphasis on a creative primary
curriculum Primary Religious Education - A New
Approach models a much needed pedagogical
framework, encouraging conceptual enquiry and
linking theory to its implementation within the wider
curriculum in schools. The book outlines this new
conceptual approach to Religious Education and is
based upon the Living Difference syllabus
successfully implemented in Hampshire,
Portsmouth, Southampton and Westminster. It
demonstrates how to implement the requirements of
the new QCDA curriculum and Ofsted criteria for
effective RE and is rapidly gaining both national and
international support. Through this approach,
Religious Education is discussed within the larger
context of primary education in the contemporary
world. This book will help you to teach RE in a
creative way in the primary classroom by providing:
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historical commentaries an overview of existing
approaches case studies based upon developments
in religious literacy connections to initiatives such as
Every Child Matters and cross-curricular links to
other areas of the curriculum, including PSHE. With
an all-encompassing global context, this book
provides tutors, students and practicing teachers
with a firm basis for developing their thinking about
the subject of RE, how it is placed in the primary
curriculum and how it may be successfully
implemented in schools.
The religious landscape of South Asia is complex
and fascinating. While existing literature tends to
focus on the majority religions of Hinduism and
Buddhism, much less attention is given to Jainism,
Sikhism, Islam or Christianity. While not nelecting
the majority traditions, this valuable resource also
explores the important role which the minority
traditions play in the religious life of the subcontinent,
covering popular as well as elite expressions of
religious faith. By examining the realities of religious
life, and the ways in which the traditions are
practised on the ground, this book provides an
illuminating introduction to religion in South Asia.
The Book Attempts To Interrogate The Categories
Used In Western Discourse In The Study Of
Religion. In Doing So, The Book Outlines A Broad
Overview Of The Discussions On Issues Relating To
The Methods And Theories In The Study Of
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Religion, With A Special Focus On The Study Of
Indian Religions. It Attempts To Introduce Students
Of Religion In India To The Academic Study Of
Religion As It Developed In The West And At The
Same Time Provides An Insight Into Some Of The
Key Issues That Need Clarity In Dealing With Indian
Religions.
Re-imagining South Asian Religions is a collection of
essays offering new ways of understanding aspects
of Hindu, Tibetan Buddhist, Sikh, Jain, Theosophical,
and Indian Christian experiences.
This book presents an integrated review and critical
analysis of the recent research in the positive
psychology of religion, with focus on the positive
psychology of religion across different cultures and
religions. The book provides a review of the literature
on different contributions of religion and spirituality to
positive functioning and well-being and reviews
religions across the world, including Christianity,
Islam, Buddhism, Judaism, Sikhism, Native
American religions, and Hinduism. It fills a unique
place in the market’s increasing interest and
demand in the psychology of religion, as well as
positive psychology. While the target audience is
researchers, scholars, and students in psychology,
cross-cultural studies, religious studies, and social
sciences, it will be useful for anyone interested in
better understanding the contributions of religion and
culture in subjective well-being.
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Under the rubric of 'Religions of the East', which
includes Buddhism, Hinduism, Sikhism, Janiism and
a myriad of Chinese religio-philosophies, are a vast
range of views concerning human sexuality. These
contrasting attitudes are mapped through this
volume on Religions of the East in The Library of
Essays on Sexuality and Religion series. Part 1
presents previously-published articles that explore
several Eastern Religions in the way they construct
sexuality through expressions of their pertinent holy
writings and belief systems, as applied in differing
historical and cultural contexts. Part 2 takes sexual
renunciation and asceticism as its focus through the
traditions of Hinduism, Jainism and the Chinese
religious systems. Part 3 explores the connection
between sexuality, gender and sexuality in Hindu
and Buddhist customs in varied social settings. The
final part of the volume includes articles examining
Eastern religions in their attitudes towards sexual
'variants' including bi-sexuality, trans-sexuality and
contested sexual categories.
Spirituality, Religion, and Peace Education attempts
to deeply explore the universal and particular
dimensions of education for inner and communal
peace. This co-edited book contains fifteen chapters
on world spiritual traditions, religions, and their
connections and relevance to peacebuilding and
peacemaking. This book examines the teachings
and practices of Confucius, of Judaism, Islamic
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Sufism, Christianity, Quakerism, Hinduism, Tibetan
Buddhism, and of Indigenous spirituality. Secondly, it
explores teaching and learning processes rooted in
self discovery, skill development, and contemplative
practices for peace. Topics in various chapters
include: the Buddhist practice of tonglen; an
indigenous Hawaiian practice of Ho’oponopono for
forgiveness and conflict resolution; pilgrimage and
labyrinth walking for right action; Twelve Step
Programs for peace; teaching from a
religious/spiritual perspective; narrative inquiry,
Daoism, and peace curriculum; Gandhi, deep
ecology, and multicultural peace education in
teacher education; peacemaking and spirituality in
undergraduate courses; and wisdom-based learning
in teacher education. Peace education practices
stemming from wisdom traditions can promote
stillness as well as enliven, awaken, and urge
reconciliation, connection, wisdom cultivation, and
transformation and change in both teachers and
students in diverse educational contexts. In various
chapters of this book, a critique of competition,
consumerism, and materialism undergird the
analysis. More than just a critique, some chapters
provide both conceptual and practical clarity for
deeper engagement in peaceful action and change
in society. Cultural awareness and understanding
are fostered through a focus on the positive aspects
of wisdom traditions rather than the negative aspects
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and historical complexities of violence and conflict as
result of religious hegemony.
This book provides a wealth of factual information
about one of the world's great religions.
This work contrasts the living guru in whom disciples place
their trust to other objects of faith found in the world religions.
Of these, two main alternatives emerge: past founders and
great gods, to whom all may have access; and the sanctified
way of life known to those within enduring cultures. Coming
together in diverse configurations within different religious
traditions, these primary objects of faith are taken as the
basic elements of a syntax of religious perception. Although
Daniel Gold focuses on examples from North Indian
Hinduism, he writes for generalists in religious studies,
developing a broad comparative framework and reflecting on
some possibilities for the growth of knowledge in history of
religions.
This book explores devotional Hinduism in a modern context
of high consumerism and revolutionised communications. It
focuses on a fast-growing and high-profile contemporary
Hindu guru faith originating in India and attracting a
transnational following. The organisation is led by a vastly
popular female guru, Mata Amritanandamayi, whom devotees
worship as an avatar and a healer of the ills of the
contemporary world. By drawing upon multi-sited
ethnographic fieldwork among the mata's primarily urban,
educated 'middle class' Indian devotees, the author provides
crucial insights into new trends in popular Hinduism in a postcolonial and rapidly modernising Indian setting.
Among the many spiritual traditions born and developed in
India, Tantra has been the most difficult to define. Almost
everything about it its major characteristics, its sources, its
relationships to other religions, even its practices are debated
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Sexism, pervasive in religion, limits access to high leadership
positions; dictates gender-related religious practices and
roles; portrays women in limited ways in sacred texts;
excludes or condemns them if they are lesbian, bisexual, or
transgender; and makes them subject to violence by people
of other faiths as well as their own. This volume is organized
into eight chapters, each focusing on a different region of the
world—North America, Latin America and the Caribbean,
Europe, North Africa and the Middle East, Sub-Saharan
Africa, Central and East Asia, South and Southeast Asia, and
Oceania. Chapters cover women's status and experiences in
the religions of each region, including indigenous religions
and such major world religions as Christianity, Judaism,
Islam, Buddhism, and Hinduism. Additionally, they cover
issues of religion for women, such as women in religious
leadership, women in sacred texts, LGBTQ issues in religion,
the intersections of religion and politics for women, the legacy
of Christian missionaries on the colonial project, religious
violence against women, and women's resistance to religious
oppression.
Seminar paper from the year 2009 in the subject English
Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade: 1,3,
Ernst Moritz Arndt University of Greifswald (Institut für
Anglistik und Amerikanistik), course: India from within and
without: Rudyard Kipling’s Kim & E.M. Forster’s A Passage
to India, language: English, abstract: To be concerned with
Hinduism means to immerse oneself in a world which seems
to be so different from our Western world. The question is
why one has this feeling? Is it just because we combine
Hinduism with the Indian subcontinent and hence a spot on
earth which is so far away from us? Is the great distance the
reason why Hinduism feels so exotic? Or is it rather the way
Hinduism appears in comparison with other world religions?
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Is the religious praxis the reason for perceiving Hinduism as
far out? Or is it simply the Hindu way of life which seems to
be so unfamiliar? Is it the Hindu society which is so different
from other ones? All these questions can be answered in
several different ways. They are dependent from the
perspective one looks at them and which of the themes
mentioned above is going to examined more intensively. The
specific aim of this paper is to depict important aspects of
Hindu religiousness and society in the same breath. There is
no focus of either religion or society. These two aspects
should rather be combined. This means that the paper wants
to depict specific facets of Hindu belief and simultaneously
raise the question what this means for the concrete life of
Hindu people. If the effects of religious convictions on human
life and society are examined, it will become possible to draw
comparisons to our Western way of thinking. Under no
circumstances will be made comparison between Christianity
and Hinduism or even a two-sided social criticism. It is rather
important to illustrate the different ways of thinking to show
why Hinduism is so fascinating for Western Europeans and
why certain convictions would not work in our society...
Most overviews of Hindu belief and practice follow a history
from the ancient Vedas to today. Such approaches privilege
Brahmanical traditions and create a sense of Hinduism as a
homogenous system and culture, and one which is largely
unchanging and based solely on sacred texts. In reality,
modern Hindu faith and culture present an extraordinary
range of dynamic beliefs and practices. 'Contemporary
Hinduism' aims to capture the full breadth of the Hindu
worldview as practised today, both in the sub-continent and
the diaspora. Global and regional faith, ritualised and
everyday practice, Brahmanical and non-Brahmanical belief,
and ascetic and devotional traditions are all discussed.
Throughout, the discussion is illustrated with detailed case
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material and images, whilst key terms are highlighted and
explained in a glossary. 'Contemporary Hinduism' presents
students with a lively and engaging survey of Hinduism,
offering an introduction to the oldest and one of the most
complex of world religions.
The Focus Of This Book Is On The Essential Beliefs Of The
Hindu Religion; It Introduces The Reader To The Vedas
Including Sanskrit To English Translation Of Mantras. The
Book Also Focuses On Spiritual Aspects Of The Raj Yoga,
Definitions Of Certain Words Like Mantra, Karma, Etc.
This text looks at women and religion in a wide range of
international contexts: Hinduism, Buddhism, Chinese
religions, Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Aboriginal religions,
and new religions that focus on the Goddess. Each chapter is
organized around common themes and two case studies of
experiences of religious women in North America are
included.
This book analyses the articulations of Tamil identity in the
period of colonial modernity and beyond. It examines the
development of Tamil religion by focusing on the important
19th century Tamil Hindu reformer and saint, Ramalinga
Swamigal. The transformation of Tamil religion is mapped
through the examination of specific literary/religious genres that of hagiographies and sacred biographies.Taking as a
starting point Ramalinga's own writing, the book presents him
as inhabiting a "border" zone between early modernity and
modernity, tradition and charisma, Hinduism and Christianity,
indigenous identity (Dravidian nationalism) and colonialism.
Subsequently, these themes are discussed by the author as
variously deployed, amplified and contested by the subject's
biographers. Highlighting the influence of Ramalinga
Swamigal's teachings on politics, particularly within the
context of Dravidian cultural and political nationalism, the
author contends that a transformation of the notions of
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sainthood occurred with the life and person Ramalinga
Swamigal. The book argues that these transformations are
one meaningful way for a religious tradition to cope with and
come to terms with the implications of historicization and the
demands of colonial modernity. It is a valuable contribution to
the field of religion, South Asian history and literature and
Subaltern studies.
While the Hindu population is growing rapidly in the United
States, most American Christians don't know enough about
Hinduism to effectively present Christ to this group. The
author, an Indian now living and teaching in a Bible college in
the United States, helps readers understand the types of
Hinduism they're likely to encounter, tips and methods to
reach out to Hindu friends, and suggests answers to Hindu
concerns about Christianity. The book also can be used by
missionaries in India and Asian countries.
"Through historical recounting and self-study, Dr. Sabrina D.
MisirHiralall makes a case for restoring the sacred in Hindu
dance. All who read this text will benefit from understanding
the need for a postcolonial awareness that comprehends the
complexities of religion and culture. " Michael D. Waggoner,
Professor of Postsecondary Education, University of Northern
Iowa, and Editor of Religion & Education "Through a
postcolonial self-study, Dr. Sabrina D. MisirHiralall challenges
conceptions of Hindu dance as 'culture' as she reclaims
Hindu dance as a form of sacred devotional practice, with
ontological, rather than just epistemological implications. She
illustrates how embodied knowledge and movement can
illuminate important distinctions between religion and culture."
Vanessa de Oliveira Andreotti, Professor, Canada Research
Chair in Race, Inequalities and Global Change, The
University of British Columbia, Canada "This book stands at
the cutting-edge of numerous directions in the study of
religion and with our work as public intellectuals to cultivate
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the common good. Drawing upon the theopoetics of sacred
embodiment and the devotional rhythms of dancing for the
Divine, in combination with a dynamic decolonial approach,
Dr. MisirHiralall provides us with a text which allows the
reader to encounter Hinduism in an unexpected and original
fashion." Christopher Fici, Instructor, Religious Studies
Department, Iona College, and Co-Director of Sacred Ecology
Forum, USA This book sheds light on the purpose of Hindu
dance as devotional. Dr. Sabrina D. MisirHiralall explains the
history of Hindu dance and how colonization caused the
dance form to move from sacred to a Westernized system
that emphasizes culture. Postcolonialism is a main theme
throughout this text, as religion and culture do not remain
static. MisirHiralall points to a postcolonial return to Hindu
dance as a religious and sacred dance form while positioning
Hindu dance in the Western culture in which she lives.
Sabrina D. MisirHiralall holds a doctorate in pedagogy and
philosophy from Montclair State University. She currently
teaches as an online adjunct professor for several institutions
and serves as an Associate Editor for the Blog of the
American Philosophical Association.
Religion has been excluded from development studies for
decades. Religious traditions have contributed greatly
towards development work, yet major international players
have tended to ignore its role. Recent years have shown a
noticeable shift in development policy, practice and research
to recognize religion as a relevant factor. This text provides a
comprehensive insight into different approaches towards the
understanding the relationships between religions and
development studies, policy and practice. It guides readers
through current debates, presenting, explaining and critically
evaluating a broad range of literature and locating it within a
theoretical context. The text explores the role of religion within
development, from positive contributions, such as the
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important role that many ‘faith-based organizations’ play in
education or health care, to more complicated and contested
notions of impact, such as religiously inspired violence or
gender inequality. The book begins with three background
chapters, outlining the relevance of religions for development
studies, policy and practice, and introducing the reader to the
study of ‘development’ and of ‘religions’. Following these,
the focus then shifts to examine a number of thematic areas,
including religion, gender and development, and the
implications of the ‘rise of religion’ for mainstream
development studies, policy and practice in the 21st century.
Each chapter contains a range of features to assist
undergraduate learning, including learning objectives for each
chapter, discussion of key concepts, summaries, discussion
questions, further reading and websites. The book also
contains over sixty boxed case studies to provide further
definition, explanation, and examples of the interactions
between religions and development globally. This innovative
text presents religions as something that can both obstruct
and aid development, encouraging readers to engage
critically with the multiple ways that religion impacts on both
the conceptualization of development as well the resulting
project interventions. This will be of interest to undergraduate,
postgraduate students and scholars interested in religious
studies, development studies, and the broader study of
societies and cultures.
Provides support for RE Coordinators who are trying to get
religious education properly established in their primary
schools. The text focuses upon issues of planning,
implementing and resourcing and aims to be a user-friendly
guide.
"Digital Religion does not simply refer to religion as it is
carried out online, but more broadly studies how digital media
interrelate with religious practice and belief. This collection
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explores Digital Hinduism and consequentially studies how
Hinduism is expressed in the digital sphere and how Hindus
utilise digital media. Highlighting digital Hinduism and
including case studies with foci on India, Asia and the global
Hindu diaspora, this book features contributions from an
interdisciplinary and international panel of academics. The
chapters focus on specific case studies, which in summary
exemplify the wide variety and diversity of what constitutes
Digital Hinduism today. Applying methods and research
questions from various disciplinary backgrounds appropriate
to the study of religion and digital culture, such as Religious
Studies, South Asian Studies, Anthropology and Media and
Communication Studies, this book is vital reading for any
scholar interested in the relationship between religion and the
digital world"-Copyright: 056de97fa8ed6a09e515cb996984c0e1
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