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With all of the different religions, sects, denominations, and belief systems out there, it can be difficult to separate the facts from
mere opinion, especially if one is relying solely on online sources which may or may not be vetted and which often have an
ideological or political slant to them. How can we truly understand if we cannot even be sure we are getting the facts straight? In
this comprehensive resource, more than 75 evangelical scholars offer a thoroughly researched guide to Christianity, other world
religions, and alternative religious views, including entries on movements, theological terms, and major historical figures. Perfect
for pastors, students, and anyone who wants ready access to information on today's religious landscape.
Prayer as Night FallsExperiencing ComplineParaclete Press
First published in 1979.
Cycle of daily Gospel and Epistle readings based on the movable calendar, which starts with Easter (Pascha), includes the fifty
days after the Resurrection, Pentecost and the 37 weeks that followed, the Week of the Publican and the Pharisee, followed by the
Triodion, which begins 10 weeks before Easter, and includes the Preparation for Lent, Graet Lent and Holy Week. This work is
particularly addressed to those who set aside an hour daily for prayer and meditation. Appendices are added for Sunday matins,
major fixed feasts such as Nativity, Theophany and other Feast days of Martyrsm saints. But since this volume is not arranged
according to the fixed calendar which lists all the saints and fixed feasts for each day of the month, a suitable companion would be
a Menaion, which provides a fuller treatment of the major feast days, and the flow of church seasons.
A collection of morning and evening prayers, a different one for every day and night of the year, drawn from the treasury of
Christian prayer throughout the ages. A Morning and Evening Prayerbook provides a framework for prayerful devotions with two
prayers for each day of the year. The morning prayers are ideal for encouraging your heart for the approaching day’s activities
and challenges while the evening prayers will help you close each day with reverence, gratitude, and reflection. Selected to mirror
the seasons and the liturgical calendar, the prayers are intended not to replace your personal, spontaneous prayers but to serve
as a springboard for them. Editors Jeanie and David Gushee have collected inspiring contributions from Protestant, Catholic, and
Eastern Orthodox sources; from all continents; from the Old Testament; and from each century of Christian history. A Morning and
Evening Prayerbook will enrich your commitment to God and personal connection to the Christian tradition and the entire church.
Who doesn't feel a slight panic when called upon to say grace? Ack! Mealtime Blessings is the answer to your prayers. Collected
here are more than 40 graces to say at mealtime or anytime when called upon. From the intro: “Ever since man has gathered to
break bread, a mealtime prayer has helped to bring family and friends together…. What a wonderful gift we can give to our families
at mealtime. During a moment of prayer, the house is quiet, work stands still, our hands stop moving, and only words of
thanksgiving break the silence. It is peaceful, private, and shared with family and others who make our world what it is. In this way,
it brings us closer together.”
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The Anticipated Sequel to Identity Theft Continues the Suspense and Intrigue! Moments after David Lebowitz is finally convinced
that Yeshua is the Jewish Messiah, he is thrust into a soul-wrenching family tragedy. In deep anguish, he cries out to Heaven. His
prayer is answered in a most unexpected and unusual way. An angel named Ariel transports David back into his celestial
classroom where history- shaping events unfold right in front of him. Through supernatural time travel, David comes face-to-face
with first-century pioneers such as Apostles James and Paul, along with early disciples of Yeshua, like Priscilla and Aquila. Before
his eyes, a world-changing—and at times, shocking—history is being written. While David cannot change the past, he is able to
unlearn horrific myths about Yeshua and the Jewish people—only to return to earth for the test of his life! Experience history like
never before and catch a glimpse of life for the first congregation of Jesus-followers in Jerusalem. You will also discover how the
diabolical snares of anti-semitism and replacement theology sought to sabotage God’s work in their midst. See God’s unfolding
plan to bring the Jewish people to salvation and release Yeshua’s power in the Earth!
The Prayer Rule of the Theotokos has come down to us through the notebook of the great 19th Century Russian Orthodox saint
and mystic, Seraphim of Sarov. He prayed this beautiful prayer everyday. It is recorded in the writings of a spiritual son of St.
Seraphim, Father Zosima, that this Rule was originally revealed by Our Blessed Lady in the 8th Century, but it came into disuse
and was all but forgotten for hundreds of years before Seraphim made it known again. The practice of reciting the Angelic
Salutation, "Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos..." 150 times, after the pattern of the Psalter, dates back to at least the 4th Century when
the monks of the Egyptian Thebaid are said to have prayed in this way. The Prayer Rule as prayed by Saint Seraphim includes
beautiful, full-color iconographic illustrations for each of the fifteen mysteries of the Rule. The introductory prayers for each mystery
are those of St. Seraphim, himself. The concluding prayers for each mystery were written by a nun who was a disciple of the saint.
The St Gregory's Prayer Book is a beautifully produced leatherette prayer book compiled by the Ordinariates established by Pope
Benedict XVI and drawing on the riches of the Anglican liturgical heritage and the exquisite Cranmerian language of the Book of
Common Prayer to further enrich the panoply of Catholic liturgy and devotion. The text includes ancient English collects, introits
and hymns available together for the first time for the whole Church as approved examples of Catholic liturgy. In addition to the
Liturgical texts, classic translations of traditional prayers and devotions for use in the Church and in the home have been lovingly
compiled and edited in St Gregory's Prayer Book. This lovely book of prayers is user friendly and accessible to Catholic faithful
with a love of beautiful language and in search for supplementary resources for their prayer life that are both new and at the same
time respectful of Church tradition. With gold blocking on cover and spine, and a silk ribbon marker. Contents 1. An Outline of
Duties of the Christian Life 2. Common Forms of Prayer & Professions of Faith 3. Various Prayers & Intercessions 4. Devotions for
Days of the Week & Hours of the Day 5. Devotions for the Morning 6. Devotions for Midday 7. Devotions for the Evening 8. A
Selection of Psalms 9. Divine Worship Collects 10. Devotions for the Church Year 11. Penitential Devotions & the Sacrament of
Penance 12. Devotions for Holy Communion: Prayers Before & After Mass 13. Prayers at Mass: People's Order of Mass - Divine
Worship: The Missal 14. Eucharistic Devotions & Visits to the Blessed Sacrament 15. Devotions to the Holy Trinity 16. Devotions
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to Our Lord Jesus Christ 17. Devotions to the Holy Spirit 18. Devotions to the Blessed Virgin Mary 19. Devotions to the Saints &
Angels 20. Devotions for the Sanctification of Sickness & Death 21. Devotions for the Faithful Departed 22. Prayers for Various
Occasions & Intentions 23. Emergency Baptism
Every Christian must read this shocking account of the Church’s history. The pages of church history are marked by countless
horrors committed against the Jewish people. From the first persecutions of the Jews in the fourth century to the horrors of the
Holocaust, from Israel-bashing in today's press to anti-Semitism spouted from the pulpit, this painful book tells the tragic story that
every Christian must read. In a freshly updated and expanded edition of this pivotal work, Dr. Michael Brown exposes the faulty
theological roots that opened the door to anti-Semitism in Church history, explaining why well-meaning believers so often fall into
the trap of hate... and showing how you can bring an end to the cycle of violence. This generation can make a difference. Now is
the time for change! Discover the important role you play in helping to shape a Church that will bless Israel rather than curse
Israel.
Profiles, Poems, Prayers is a collection of theological reflections inspired by so-called ordinary people whose circle of celebrity is
family, friends, and their community. In a sense, this is a book about you and me. Your portrait and name may not grace its pages,
but you will find yourself here and there in the prayers offered, and the people profiled. They represent the giggling toddler
skipping down your street, your work colleague, your favorite aunt, teacher, coach, or workout instructor
(Second Edition) Since it began more than two millennia ago, Christianity has given birth to a wide range of traditions, covering
most of the languages and cultures of the earth. Among the most ancients of these, the Syriac speaking churches occupy a
special place: they alone are using what is considered to be the mother tongue of Jesus himself, Aramaic, which is also one of the
two languages of the Old Testament. More than a source of mere linguistic curiosities, the Syriac churches have also preserved a
precious variety of rites and prayers that form more than a set of scattered jewels: what they offer are a true way of life and, in
particular, a life of prayer, which is not only rooted in a single theological vision, but also offer man a chance to reconcile his
spiritual life with the cycle of nature that he experiences each day, week, month, or year of his life. The present book offers a
translation of one of these traditions: the weekly prayer cycle of the Syriac Orthodox Church of Antioch, that is, the breviary
gathering the text of the seven services of each day of the week, except for some of the services of the first day, whose text
changes every week. The Syriac text is here first translated once in an interlinear form in order for the Syriac learner to be able to
follow and understand the services without impediment, and it is translated a second time in plain English at the bottom of each
page. Before the translation, an essay will show the link between the weekly prayer cycle and the cycle of nature which is
displayed across the sky, tied to the movement of the sun for the days, the phases of the moon for the weeks and the months, etc.
This reflection aims at the nurturing of a stronger bond with the sacred, through the conjunction of prayer with a deep awareness
of the experience of the flow of nature.
Prayer book of the Eastern Orthodox and the Byzantine Rite Catholic Churches arranged according to the daily flow of prayer life,
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including general prayers and the Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom. This is the print version of the $0.99 Kindle "Eastern
Prayer Book."
If the divine liturgy really is as beautiful as we claim, wouldn’t more people attend? Wouldn’t the church grow? Driven by our
desire for growth, we count, we analyze, we make charts, and we strategize, but often with few discernible results. That is
probably the result of focusing on secondary aspects of church life. As we know, the very existence of a church is a gift of God’s
presence and not the result of any particular actions taken by human beings. For that reason, church is primarily about being
something rather than doing or achieving something. So the growth of the church is not reflected in ever-increasing numbers,
dollars, and activities, but rather in steadily growing conformity to the divine ideal. So in order to evaluate ecclesial growth, we will
first have to ask what the church is supposed to be. One answer to that question is captured in the four marks of the church given
in the creed: Oneness, Holiness, Catholicity, and Apostolicity. These four characteristics serve as a matrix or framework within
which we can focus on the primary aspects of ecclesial being and help it grow and become what it was intended to be.
Acclaimed, award-winning essayist and novelist Brian Doyle—whose writing, in the words of Mary Oliver, is “a gift to us
all”—presents one hundred new prayers that evoke his deep Catholic belief in the mystery and miracle of the ordinary (and the
whimsical) in human life. In Brian Doyle's newest work, his readers will find a series of prayers unlike any of the beautiful, formal,
orthodox prayers of the Catholic tradition or the warm, extemporized prayers heard from pulpits and dinner tables. Doyle's oftendazzling, always-poignant prayers include eye-opening hymns to shoes and faith and family. In Doyle's words, “the world is
crammed with miracles, so crammed and tumultuous that if we stop, see, savor, we are agog,” and the pages of his newest book
give voice and body to this credo. By focusing on experiences that may seem the most unprayerful (one prayer is titled “Prayer of
Abject Love for the Dishwasher, To Whom I Wish to Leave My Estate”), he gives permission to discover the joys and treasures in
what he often calls the muddle of everyday life.
This beautiful book allows you to experience and participate in the last of the daily cycle of fixed-hour prayer: Compline. Kenneth
Peterson has sung Compline at St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral in Seattle since the mid-1960s, and tells the story of the history
and themes of the office, woven together with reflections from his own spiritual journey. Links are included to musical selections
that illuminate the book’s chapters. A comprehensive look at this ever-popular contemplative prayer service at the end of the day.
Path of the Purified Heart traces the classic Christian spiritual journey toward transformation into the likeness of Christ in a unique,
fascinating way. Drawing on the voices of wise elders from the past and present, Dunham illumines the common path all
Christians and spiritual seekers may take toward union with God. Through the motifs of the liturgical year and the labyrinth, the
author weaves in her own journey on this path during her "year of purification."
Framed around one ordinary day, this book explores daily life through the lens of liturgy, small practices, and habits that form us.
Each chapter looks at something author Tish Harrison Warren does in a day-making the bed, brushing her teeth, losing her keysand relates it to spiritual practice as well as to our Sunday worship.
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"An indispensable sociological and anthropological account of an important religious group within Israel. . . . Heilman combines his
own detailed observations within a cautious and critical sociological framework."--Calvin Goldscheider, Brown University
A NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER "Already the most discussed and most important religious book of the decade." --David
Brooks In this controversial bestseller, Rod Dreher calls on American Christians to prepare for the coming Dark Age by embracing
an ancient Christian way of life. From the inside, American churches have been hollowed out by the departure of young people
and by an insipid pseudo-Christianity. From the outside, they are beset by challenges to religious liberty in a rapidly secularizing
culture. Keeping Hillary Clinton out of the White House may have bought a brief reprieve from the state's assault, but it will not stop
the West's slide into decadence and dissolution. Rod Dreher argues that the way forward is actu-ally the way back--all the way to
St. Benedict of Nur-sia. This sixth-century monk, horrified by the moral chaos following Rome's fall, retreated to the forest and
created a new way of life for Christians. He built enduring communities based on principles of order, hospitality, stability, and
prayer. His spiritual centers of hope were strongholds of light throughout the Dark Ages, and saved not just Christianity but
Western civilization. Today, a new form of barbarism reigns. Many believers are blind to it, and their churches are too weak to
resist. Politics offers little help in this spiritual crisis. What is needed is the Benedict Option, a strategy that draws on the authority
of Scripture and the wisdom of the ancient church. The goal: to embrace exile from mainstream culture and construct a resilient
counterculture. The Benedict Option is both manifesto and rallying cry for Christians who, if they are not to be conquered, must
learn how to fight on culture war battlefields like none the West has seen for fifteen hundred years. It's for all mere Christians--Protestant, Catholic, Orthodox--who can read the signs of the times. Neither false optimism nor fatalistic despair will do.
Only faith, hope, and love, embodied in a renewed church, can sustain believers in the dark age that has overtaken us. These are
the days for building strong arks for the long journey across a sea of night.
In 1999, on the campus of St. Vladimir's Seminary, leading Orthodox and Methodist scholars, clergy, and laity met to explore the
roots of spirituality in both traditions. This volume explores the primary themes addressed at that consultation: holiness and
perfection, the impact and influence of the Eastern Church upon John and Charles Wesley- the founders of Methodism- and the
common foundational ground upon which the Wesleys and many of the Eastern Fathers stood. While there is much to be done
toward establishing the direct channels of influence, the discourses of this volume will serve well the cause of discovering
commonalities, as well as differences, in their theology and practice. One will find here foundation stones for building bridges of
understanding and the deepening of spirituality.
The Companion Encyclopedia of Theology provides a comprehensive guide to modern theological thought. An international team
of theologians and practitioners of both the Christian and Jewish faiths investigate and consider aspects of theology in 48 selfcontained articles. Neither partisan and denominational, nor detached and abstract, this Companion explores the resources and
applications of theology in the light of Christianity's place in the modern world. The Structure The Companion Encyclopedia of
Theology is divided into six parts. The first three deal with major foundational aspects of Western theological reflection: * the
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Hebrew and Christian Bible * the Tradition * the contribution of Philosophy The second half of the Companion is concerned with
application: * in relation to Spirituality * in relation to contemporary Ethics * in relation to issues in and aspects of present-day
theological construction The 48 essays are descriptive, informative and analytical; their wide-ranging content is bound into a
unified perspective by the editors' general introduction and the introductions to each of the six parts. At the end of each article,
there are suggestions for further reading and the work is concluded with a comprehensive index. This Companion Encyclopedia is
a valuable source of reference for students, teachers and both lay and clerical practitioners of Christian and Jewish theology. Key
Features * Broad Coverage - contains 48 in-depth essays covering both the history and application of Western theological thought
* International Authorship - written in non-technical language by a distinguished team of editors and authors from both Christian
and Jewish faiths * Balanced Approach - discusses and analyses the key issues without imposing any single viewpoint * Clearly
Presented - at the end of each article, there are suggestions for further reading and the work contains a comprehensive index
Jonathan D. Sarna’s award-winning American Judaism is now available in an updated and revised edition that summarizes recent
scholarship and takes into account important historical, cultural, and political developments in American Judaism over the past
fifteen years. Praise for the first edition: “Sarna . . . has written the first systematic, comprehensive, and coherent history of
Judaism in America; one so well executed, it is likely to set the standard for the next fifty years.”—Jacob Neusner, Jerusalem Post
“A masterful overview.”—Jeffrey S. Gurock, American Historical Review “This book is destined to be the new classic of American
Jewish history.”—Norman H. Finkelstein, Jewish Book World Winner of the 2004 National Jewish Book Award/Jewish Book of the
Year
According to William Leach, religious communities that have come to North America have not been able to withstand the
damaging influence of its consumer-oriented society which has subverted ecclesial customs, values, and practices. Rather than
resisting, most of these groups have sought to integrate Christianity into the new culture. By doing so, they run the risk of
marginalizing the church and fundamentally altering its teachings and practice. Of course, the real danger does not reside in the
occasional use of isolated elements of our culture, the unreflected application of any technology available, the replacement of
traditional ecclesial practices with the techniques of the business world, or even the substitution of ecclesial foundations of
authority. Rather, danger lies in a set of fundamental principles that together define a basic orientation which is naturally and
almost mindlessly attracted to these secular devices, sees no harm in them, justifies and amplifies their effects, and effectively
supplants the mind of Christ which is supposed to govern the church. This study analyzes and documents the effects of that
mindset and calls us back to the biblical and traditional alternatives that alone can bring healing and recovery to the church.
This is the second in a three part series of devotional prayer books from Deisis Publishing House titled Prayers for the Home and
Family. My Hospital Prayer Guide, Prayers for the Family, and Prayers to the Theotokos are the first 3 in the Series created with
the intention of giving faithful Christians a greater variety of prayers to enrich their devotional lives, and to cover the breadth of
situations that we face in life that require us to call upon our Lord's guidance and comfort. These books can be purchased
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collectively or individually in kindle and hard copy formats. They have been lovingly written by Father John Maheras, an Orthodox
Christian priest, who views it as a mission to make the rich spiritual treasures of Eastern Christianity available in the English
language to Christians of all confessions who are seeking to deepen and broaden their devotional lives.
The Ancient Paths of Northumbria in northeastern England have been trod by generations of men and women who loved God and
followed Jesus, bringing faith, hope, and love to vast numbers of people. Today, the Northumbria Community remains a living
expression of this monastic, contemplative stream of the faith, and the perennial need to make that faith relevant to the world.
Celtic Daily Prayer is the fruit of the spiritual life of a remarkable community. Its liturgies, prayers, and meditations are drawn from
a deep well of spiritual experience that transcends fashion, culture, and denomination. Blending prayer and praise and building
upon the ancient wisdom of traditional Celtic Christianity, this prayer book is extraordinarily fresh. At the heart of the life of the
Northumbria Community, as well as this book, lies the Daily Office -- morning, noon, and evening prayers and a monthly cycle of
meditations for individual or communal use each day. With words drawn from sources such as St. Patrick's Breastplate, Teresa's
Bookmark, Columba's Blessing, and the Psalms, this cycle of daily prayers reflects the essential rhythms of life. With liturgies for
communion and other special occasions as well as daffy readings, this prayer book contains two complete years of scripture
readings and a calendar of saints' days and festivals. The Jewish tradition of family Shabbat, adapted with prayers from the Celtic
tradition, also finds its place in this book. A section on rites of passage suggests prayers and rituals for the pivotal times of life:
birth, rebirth, marriage, midlife, and bereavement, as well as blessings and graces for all occasions. This traditionally grounded yet
surprisingly modem prayer book will enrich the spiritual life of readers for years to come.
Combining biographical narrative and analytical essays, this book provides a new, comprehensive view of Martin Luther's life and
times, along with a new examination of the radical theology that sparked the Reformation and changed the Christian world forever.
Drawing on sources new and old, the authors chronicle the fascinating, turbulent life of the Great Reformer from a historical point
of view. Luther's revolutionary thoughts on scripture and salvation are explored from a theological perspective, offering a fresh
appraisal of the doctrine that irrevocably divided the Roman Catholic Church.
Reaching back hundreds of years, this volume is the first major English edition to include all the prayers needed to read the Slavic
Psalter at home in the Orthodox tradition. The contents include many texts traditionally printed in Orthodox Psalters and not easily
found in English. With psalms and biblical canticles adapted from the classic Coverdale translation of the Book of Psalms and the
King James Version of the Bible, this record has been carefully edited to agree with the original Greek of the Septuagint as well as
with the Latin and Slavonic church translations.
What is the Sabbath, anyway? The holy day of rest? The first effort to protect the rights of workers? A smart way to manage stress in a world
in which computers never get turned off and work never comes to an end? Or simply an oppressive, outmoded rite? In The Sabbath World,
Judith Shulevitz explores the Jewish and Christian day of rest, from its origins in the ancient world to its complicated observance in the
modern one. Braiding ideas together with memories, Shulevitz delves into the legends, history, and philosophy that have grown up around a
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custom that has lessons for all of us, not just the religious. The shared day of nonwork has built communities, sustained cultures, and
connected us to the memory of our ancestors and to our better selves, but it has also aroused as much resentment as love. The Sabbath
World tells this surprising story together with an account of Shulevitz’s own struggle to keep this difficult, rewarding day.
A consistent best seller since the first edition was published in 1979, selling thousands of copies each year. This is perhaps the most popular
Orthodox prayer book published in the English language, frequently referred to as "The Jordanville Prayer Book." Contains morning and
evening prayers and much more besides. Traditional English is used throughout. Beautifully bound in maroon color with a gold embossed
cover.
Planned time away from the parish for study, rest, and spiritual renewal can be beneficial-and often necessary-for any pastor, as well as for
the congregation. In this thoroughly revised and expanded edition of Alban's popular Sabbatical Planning for Clergy and Congregations,
Bullock and Bruesehoff provide the definitive guide to putting together refreshing pastoral sabbaticals that can help keep ministry vital and
growing for the long term
“What are you giving up for Lent?” we are asked. Our minds begin to whirl: Chocolate? Designer coffee? Social media? Forty days later,
some feel disappointed in their efforts (it was a limited-time blend . . . ), some feel surprised by their success (didn’t even miss it . . . ), but
perhaps precious few feel spiritually renewed. Can such fasts alone truly prepare us to celebrate Easter? Or any other chosen time of
reflection during the year? Or could it be that before we can be duly awed by resurrection, we need to daily honor crucifixion? 40 Days of
Decrease emphasizes a different type of fast. What if you or your church fasted comparison? What if your family fasted accumulation? What
if your office fasted gossip? 40 Days of Decrease guides readers through a study of Jesus’ uncommon and uncomfortable call to abandon
the world’s illusions, embrace His kingdom’s reality, and journey cross-ward and beyond. Each daily, 1000-word entry will include a
devotional based on Jesus’ cross-ward life; a reflection question to guide journaling or group discussion; a fast to inspire a tangible response;
a thought-provoking Lenten quote; a sidebar into the historical development of Lent.
Circling the Jewish calendar from Rosh Hashanah to Tisha B’Av, this lively, accessible guide includes rituals, recipes, songs, prayers, and
suggestions for new approaches to holiday observance. “A wonderful blend of information and innovation that will help readers find both
traditional and new meaning in the Jewish holidays.” —Judith Plaskow, author of Standing Again at Sinai
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