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Volume is indexed by Thomson Reuters CPCI-S (WoS). The current volume of the
Solid State Phenomena contains some new results in mechatronic systems, mechanics
and materials, as well as in aspects of automatics and robotics in relevant technological
applications. Therefore, the book is divided into three main chapters: mechatronics,
automatics and robotics, and it contains the latest theoretical and practical experiences
of scientists and researchers from universities and research centers. The main
objective of this volume is the dissemination of the scientific knowledge to better
understanding of widely considered mechatronic and material systems. Moreover, the
aim of the issue is to interconnect diverse scientific fields and exchange current views
between scientists and researchers. The Editors would like to express their
appreciation to the Authors for their valuable contributions published in this volume, as
well as to the Reviewers for excellent work, which helped us select the papers
contained in the issue.We hope that the volume will be a source of knowledge and
inspiration for scientists, researchers and practitioners working in the fields of interest
covered by the book.
How could one company—General Motors—meet disaster on one continent and achieve
explosive growth on another at the very same time? While General Motors was hurtling
towards bankruptcy in 2009, GM’s subsidiary in China was setting new sales and profit
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records. This book reveals how extraordinary people, remarkable decisions and
surprising breaks made triumph in China possible for General Motors. It also shows just
how vulnerable that winning track record remains. No small part of GM’s success in
China springs from its management of shifting business and political relationships. In
China, the government makes the rules for—and competes in—the auto industry. GM’s
business partner, the City of Shanghai, is both an ally and a competitor. How does such
an unnatural relationship work on a day-to-day basis? Where will it go on the future?
General Motors also engages in constant battles with other global and Chinese car
makers for the hearts of demanding Chinese consumers. Dunne gives us rare glimpses
into the mindsets and behavior of this new moneyed set, the worlds newest class of
wealthy consumers. China is already the number one car market in the world. During
the next ten years, China will export millions of cars and trucks globally, including to the
United States. American Wheels, Chinese Roads presents readers with fascinating
illustrations of what to expect when Chinese cars, companies, and business people
arrive on our shores.
Formal decision and evaluation models are so widespread that almost no one can
pretend not to have used or suffered the consequences of one of them. This book is a
guide aimed at helping the analyst to choose a model and use it consistently. A sound
analysis of techniques is proposed and the presentation can be extended to most
decision and evaluation models as a "decision aiding methodology".
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Innovation and Technology - Strategies and Policies contains a selection of outstanding
contributions by world experts on how a culture of innovation is able to produce a
response to fast global changes affecting society. The book describes major
evolutionary directions and foreseen trends in: environment versus industry; technology
breakthroughs; energy planning; education and research; intangible investment
requirements; new health technologies; and economics and management of innovative
actions at strategic, organisational and technological levels. The actual percolation of
the innovative process throughout the multiple facets of society is presented in relation
to the main challenges facing us in the 21st Century. The book is addressed to all those
concerned with innovation in dynamic terms as a creative response to the ongoing
changes in society integrating sciences, technologies, humanities, life-long education
and training, and other disciplines.
This proceedings present current trends in the transport growth. It presents transport solutions
both at a micro-level, such as that of a single city or a single company, as well as at a macrolevel of a whole transportation system. The transport decisions made by an individual in
regards to the transport mode and route, add up to the structure and efficiency of the whole
system. Transport systems cannot grow extensively anymore, due to lack of space or the
amount of additional costs, so the authors presents new solutions, ones which are innovative
and sustainable, while also increasing the efficiency of transport operations. These solutions
are analyzed for performance at a scale of individual cities or companies, as well as whole
transport systems. The researchers, who are often also practitioners in the field of transport,
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provide not only the theoretical background for the transport analysis but also empirical data
and practical experience.
Automakers are as prone to turn out clunkers as politicians are to lie. Their cars may be ugly,
misconceived, badly built, diabolical to drive, ridiculously thirsty, or just plain unreliable. So
which were the worst of the past 20 years?
Singapore's best homegrown car magazine, with an editorial dream team driving it. We fuel the
need for speed!
1. 1 Motivations Deciding is a very complex and difficult task. Some people even argue that our
ability to make decisions in complex situations is the main feature that distinguishes us from
animals (it is also common to say that laughing is the main difference). Nevertheless, when the
task is too complex or the interests at stake are too important, it quite often happens that we do
not know or we are not sure what to decide and, in many instances, we resort to a decision
support technique: an informal one-we toss a coin, we ask an oracle, we visit an astrologer, we
consult an expert, we think-or a formal one. Although informal decision support techniques can
be of interest, in this book, we will focus on formal ones. Among the latter, we find some wellknown decision support techniques: cost-benefit analysis, multiple criteria decision analysis,
decision trees, . . . But there are many other ones, sometimes not presented as decision
support techniques, that help making decisions. Let us cite but a few examples. • When the
director of a school must decide whether a given student will pass or fail, he usually asks each
teacher to assess the merits of the student by means of a grade. The director then sums the
grades and compares the result to a threshold. • When a bank must decide whether a given
client will obtain a credit or not, a technique, called credit scoring, is often used.
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From the sensational Chevrolet Corvette to the stream-lined Toyota Celica, here is the ultimate
history of classic cars manufactured since 1975, plus those dream and futuristic cars that were
marvels of car design but never made it into production. This comprehensive visual reference
shows every important marque from A-Z, highlighting some of the most significant and
beautiful cars of the century. Detailed descriptions, history and technical information
accompany every entry, making this the most authoritative and comprehensive guide to the
contemporary classic car. This book also highlights the world's dream cars that were built as
showcases but were never actually mass-produced. From major design houses such as
Bertone and Ghia, these cars are at the very cutting edge of car design: futuristic models that
were deemed too daring, too brash or too expensive to make commercial sense, but which pay
tribute to the imagination and drive of car designers today. With over 800 stunning images, this
title is the definitive gallery of classic and dream cars and the decisive reference book for every
enthusiast and lover of the automobile.
The definitive guide to the world's most celebrated classic cars. Includes a history of the
evolution of the automobile, including special features on design and styling, technological
advances, social use, and more.
This e-book details the most interesting and important characteristics of the automobiles, car
maintenance, styling features, car body style, the standard classification of the cars, an history
of the automobiles, introduction in the automotive industry, and the traffic code, rules and
signs. An automobile, usually called a car (an old word for carriage) or a truck, is a wheeled
vehicle that carries its own engine. Older terms include horseless carriage and motor car, with
“motor” referring to what is now usually called the engine. It has seats for the driver and,
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almost without exception, for at least one passenger. The automobile was hailed as an
environmental improvement over horses when it was first introduced. Before its introduction, in
New York City, over 10,000 tons of manure had to be removed from the streets daily.
However, in 2006 the automobile is one of the primary sources of worldwide air pollution and
cause of substantial noise and health effects.
Reveals some of the auto industry's darker secrets, including the fact that General Motors
manufactured airplane engines for Nazi Germany
This one-stop Mega Reference eBook brings together the essential professional reference
content from leading international contributors in the automotive field. An expansion the
Automotive Engineering print edition, this fully searchable electronic reference book of 2500
pages delivers content to meet all the main information needs of engineers working in vehicle
design and development. Material ranges from basic to advanced topics from engines and
transmissions to vehicle dynamics and modelling. * A fully searchable Mega Reference Ebook,
providing all the essential material needed by Automotive Engineers on a day-to-day basis. *
Fundamentals, key techniques, engineering best practice and rules-of-thumb together in one
quick-reference. * Over 2,500 pages of reference material, including over 1,500 pages not
included in the print edition
This book contains the proceedings of the Eighteenth International Conference on on Urban
Transport and the Environment, held in A Coruña, Spain, May 14-16, 2012. The papers
presented at the conference cover topics such as Urban Transport Planning and Management;
Transportation Demand Analysis; Traffic Integration and Control; Intelligent Transport
Systems; Transport Modelling and Simulation; Land Use and Transport Integration; Public
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Transportation Systems; Environmental and Ecological Aspects; Air and Noise Pollution;
Safety and Security; Energy and Transport Fuels; Economic and Social Impact; and Advanced
Transport Systems.
Since 1989 the former communist countries of Eastern Europe have witnessed a profound and
dramatic upheaval. The economic coherence of this region, formerly maintained through the
adoption of the Soviet system of government, has fractured. In The East European Economy in
Context: Communism and Transition, David Turnock examines the transition from communist
to free-market economies, both within and between the states of Eastern Europe. As well as
containing an informative survey of the impact of communism, The East European Economy in
Context provides * Political profiles of individual countries * A clear study of the contrasts
between northern and balkan groups * Summaries of regional variations in the transition
process * An exploration of the new state structures and resources * Discussion of political
stability, inter-ethnic tensions and progress in economic change
A research bulletin for the worldwide automotive industry.
"Covering all aspects of nitrous oxide systems, from assessing suitability and choosing a
system, through to installation and maintenance, this book presents facts, illustrated with 150
colour photographs, written in the clear Speed Pro style, and is useful for anyone considering
installing a nitrous oxide system"--Publisher web site.
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