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On Liberty And Utilitarianism John Stuart Mill
This new book reopens the debate on theories of justice between utilitarian
theorists and scholars from other camps. John Rawls’ 1971 publication of A
Theory of Justice put forward a devastating challenge to the long-established
dominance of utilitarianism within political and moral philosophy, and until now no
satisfactory and comprehensive utilitarian reply has yet been put forward. By
expounding John Stuart Mill’s system of knowledge and by reconstructing his
utilitarianism, Huei-chun Su offers a fresh and comprehensive analysis of Mill’s
moral philosophy and sheds new light on the reconciliation of Mill’s idea of
justice with both his utilitarianism and his theory of liberty. More than a study of
Mill, this book uses a systematic framework to draw a comparison between Mill’s
theory of justice and those of John Rawls, Amartya Sen, and Friedrich von
Hayek. It hence establishes common ground between different schools of
thought in the fields of economics and philosophy, and enables more effective
dialogue. This book will be indispensable both to those interested in Mill’s moral
philosophy and to those seeking a solid theoretical basis for analyzing the idea of
justice, as well as to anyone with an interest with the history of economics,
economic philosophy and the history of economic thought more generally.
Since its first publication in 1859, few works of political philosophy have provoked
such continuous controversy as Mill's 'On Liberty', a passionate argument on
behalf of freedom of self-expression. This edition contains an introduction which
puts the work in its biographical and political context.
Why Getting and Being Happy Are So Awesome and Important John Stuart Mill's
book Utilitarianism is a classic exposition and defence of utilitarianism in ethics.
The essay first appeared as a series of three articles published in Fraser's
Magazine in 1861; the articles were collected and reprinted as a single book in
1863. Mill's aim in the book is to explain what utilitarianism is, to show why it is
the best theory of ethics, and to defend it against a wide range of criticisms and
misunderstandings. Though heavily criticized both in Mill's lifetime and in the
years since, Utilitarianism did a great deal to popularize utilitarian ethics and was
"the most influential philosophical articulation of a liberal humanistic morality that
was produced in the nineteenth century." Although Mill includes discussions of
utilitarian ethical principles in other works such as On Liberty and The Subjection
of Women, Utilitarianism contains Mill's only major discussion of the fundamental
grounds for utilitarian ethical theory. Mill's Utilitarianism remains "the most
famous defense of the utilitarian view ever written" and is still widely assigned in
university ethics courses around the world. Largely owing to Mill, utilitarianism
rapidly became the dominant ethical theory in Anglo-American philosophy.
Though few contemporary ethicists today would agree with all elements of Mill's
hedonistic moral philosophy, utilitarianism remains a live option in ethical theory
today. About the Author: John Stuart Mill (20 May 1806 - 8 May 1873), English
philosopher, political theorist, political economist, civil servant and Member of
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Parliament, was an influential liberal thinker of the 19th century whose works on
liberty justified freedom of the individual in opposition to unlimited state control.
He was an exponent of utilitarianism, an ethical theory developed by Jeremy
Bentham, although his conception of it was very different from Bentham's. He
clearly set forth the premises of the scientific method.
Mill on Liberty was first published in 1983 and has become a classic of Mill
commentary. The second edition reproduces the text of the first in full, and in
paperback for the first time. To this, John Gray adds an extensive postscript
which defends the interpretation of Mill set out in the first edition, but develops
radical criticisms of the substance of Millian and other liberalism. The new edition
is intended as a contribution to the current debate about the foundations of
liberalism, and it looks closely at the recent seminal contributions to liberal
thought by Raz, Feinberg, Rawls and Berlin. Central to its argument is Gray's
contention that, like other liberalisms that ground themselves on an ideal of
autonomy or individuality, Millian liberalism has a Eurocentric bias that cannot be
given rational justification. Gray addresses the question of whether any form of
liberal theory, can, in fact, avoid the bias, and concludes that it cannot. This book
will be indispensable both to those familiar with On Liberty and to those coming
to it for the first time. In addition, the book will also be of great interest to moral
and political theorists, to students of law and jurisprudence and to intellectual
historians.
The subject of this Essay is not the so-called Liberty of the Will, so unfortunately
opposed to the misnamed doctrine of Philosophical Necessity; but Civil, or Social
Liberty: the nature and limits of the power which can be legitimately exercised by
society over the individual. (...) The only purpose for which power can be
rightfully exercised over any member of a civilised community, against his will, is
to prevent harm to others. In this famous essay, John Stuart Mill questions liberty
of thought, individualism and the limits to the authority of society over the
individual. The text is here followed by "Utilitarianism", a treatise in which he
defines the main lines of this moral and political theory based on the greatest
happiness of the greatest number. This Large Print edition comes with a beautiful
and Easy to Read Layout to make reading confortable.
Classic from the year 2008 in the subject Philosophy - Philosophy of the 19th
Century, - entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: Those who
have done me the honour of reading my previous writings will probably receive
no strong impression of novelty from the present volume; for the principles are
those to which I have been working up during the greater part of my life, and
most of the practical suggestions have been anticipated by others or by myself.
There is novelty, however, in the fact of bringing them together, and exhibiting
them in their connection; and also, I believe, in much that is brought forward in
their support. Several of the opinions at all events, if not new, are for the present
as little likely to meet with general acceptance as if they were. It seems to me,
however, from various indications, and from none more than the recent debates
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on Reform of Parliament, that both Conservatives and Liberals (if I may continue
to call them what they still call themselves) have lost confidence in the political
creeds which they nominally profess, while neither side appears to have made
any progress in providing itself with a better. Yet such a better doctrine must be
possible; not a mere compromise, by splitting the difference between the two, but
something wider than either, which, in virtue of its superior comprehensiveness,
might be adopted by either Liberal or Conservative without renouncing anything
which he really feels to be valuable in his own creed. When so many feel
obscurely the want of such a doctrine, and so few even flatter themselves that
they have attained it, any one may without presumption offer what his own
thoughts, and the best that he knows of those of others, are able to contribute
towards its formation.
"The object of this essay is to explain as clearly as I am able, the grounds of an opinion which I
have held from the very earliest period when I had formed any opinions at all on social or
political matters, and which, instead of being weakened or modified, has been constantly
growing stronger by the progress of reflection and the experience of life: That the principle
which regulates the existing social relations between the two sexes- the legal subordination of
one sex to the other- is wrong in itself, and now one of the chief hindrances to human
improvement ; and that is ought to be replaced by a principle of perfect equality, admitting no
power or privilege on the one side, nor disability on the other."--Page 1.
Mill's "On Liberty" is a statement in favour of the rights of the individual. This text introduces
and assesses Mill's life and the background of "On Liberty". The ideas of the work are
considered along with the continuing importance of Mill's work to philosophy and political
thought today.
On Liberty is an impassioned application of author John Stuart Mill’s philosophical theory of
utilitarianism, which argues that the highest state of being is that which is most useful in
maximizing happiness and diminishing suffering. In On Liberty, Mill famously stresses the
importance of individuality and the need to limit the power of governments over their people.
HarperPerennial Classics brings great works of literature to life in digital format, upholding the
highest standards in ebook production and celebrating reading in all its forms. Look for more
titles in the HarperPerennial Classics collection to build your digital library.
A prodigiously brilliant thinker who sharply challenged the beliefs of his age, the political and
social radical John Stuart Mill was the most influential English-speaking philosopher of the
nineteenth century. Regarded as one of the sacred texts of liberalism, his great work On
Liberty argues lucidly that any democracy risks becoming a 'tyranny of opinion' in which
minority views are suppressed if they do not conform with those of the majority. Written in the
same period as On Liberty, shortly after the death of Mill's beloved wife and fellow-thinker
Harriet, The Subjection of Women stresses the importance of equality for the sexes. Together,
the works provide a fascinating testimony to the hopes and anxieties of mid-Victorian England,
and offer a compelling consideration of what it truly means to be free.
Understanding John Stuart Mill, like the previous two books in the philosophical classics series,
is a guide for beginning philosophy and political science students. Previous guides have been
to Plato's Socratic Dialogues and the Republic, and to John Locke's Second Treatise of
Government. These are guides for smart students who are reading the classic philosophical
works for the first time. I use the words "smart students" not to designate high IQ, but to refer
to students who want to not only understand Mill's central ideas, but also to learn how to think
critically about issues in ethics and political philosophy. John Stuart Mill is generally regarded
as a genius and this is displayed in his nineteenth century prose. But my 50+ years of
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experience teaching Mill and other great philosophers made me aware early in my career that
beginning students need a guide to help them through these two classic books. In these guides
I break down the book into short sections and explain, in clear twenty-first century English, the
progress of Mill's argument. This approach has worked in my classrooms and I am certain it
will work for you and all those who want to understand John Stuart Mill.
Previous edition: published as On liberty and other essays. 1991.
Though the revised edition of A Theory of Justice, published in 1999, is the definitive statement
of Rawls's view, so much of the extensive literature on Rawls's theory refers to the first edition.
This reissue makes the first edition once again available for scholars and serious students of
Rawls's work.
Three of Mill's classic texts, On Liberty, The Subjection of Women and the posthumous
Chapters on Socialism are brought together in this edition.
John Stuart Mill’s Utilitarianism is a philosophical defense of utilitarianism, a moral theory
stating that right actions are those that tend to promote overall happiness. The essay first
appeared as a series of articles published in Fraser’s Magazine in 1861; the articles were
collected and reprinted as a single book in 1863. Mill discusses utilitarianism in some of his
other works, including On Liberty and The Subjection of Women, but Utilitarianism contains his
only sustained defence of the theory. In this Broadview Edition, Colin Heydt provides a
substantial introduction that will enable readers to understand better the polemical context for
Utilitarianism. Heydt shows, for example, how Mill’s moral philosophy grew out of political
engagement, rather than exclusively out of a speculative interest in determining the nature of
morality. Appendices include precedents to Mill’s work, reactions to Utilitarianism, and related
writings by Mill.
John Stuart Mill's Utilitarianism is one of the most important, controversial, and suggestive
works of moral philosophy ever written. Mill defends the view that all human action should
produce the greatest happiness overall, and that happiness itself is to be understood as
consisting in 'higher' and 'lower' pleasures. This volume uses the 1871 edition of the text, the
last to be published in Mill's lifetime. The text is preceded by a comprehensive introduction
assessing Mill's philosophy and the alternatives to utilitarianism, and discussing some of the
specific issues Mill raises in Utilitarianism. This volume also includes an analysis of the text,
substantial endnotes, suggestions for further reading, and a full bibliography.
The writings of John Stuart Mill have become the cornerstone of political liberalism. Collected
for the first time in this volume are Mill’s three seminal and most widely read works: On
Liberty, The Subjection of Women, and Utilitarianism. A brilliant defense of individual rights
versus the power of the state, On Liberty is essential reading for anyone interested in political
thought and theory. As Bertrand Russell reflected, “On Liberty remains a classic . . . the
present world would be better than it is, if [Mill’s] principles were more respected.” This
Modern Library Paperback Classics edition includes newly commissioned endnotes and
commentary by Dale E. Miller, and an index.
Including three of his most famous and important essays, Utilitarianism, On Liberty, and Essay
on Bentham, along with formative selections from Jeremy Bentham and John Austin, this
volume provides a uniquely perspicuous view of Mill's ethical and political thought. Contains
Mill's most famous and influential works, Utilitarianism and On Liberty as well as his important
Essay on Bentham. Uses the 1871 edition of Utilitarianism, the last to be published in Mill's
lifetime. Includes selections from Bentham and John Austin, the two thinkers who most
influenced Mill. Introduction written by Mary Warnock, a highly respected figure in 20th-century
ethics in her own right. Provides an extensive, up-to-date bibliography with the best
scholarship on Mill, Bentham and Utilitarianism.
This volume brings together J.S. Mills On Liberty and a selection of important essays by such
eminent scholars as Isaiah Berlin, Alan Ryan, John Rees, C.L. Ten and Richard Wollheim. As
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well as providing authoritative commentary upon On Liberty, the essays reflect a broader
debate about the philosophical foundations of Mill's liberalism, particularly the question of the
connection betweenMill's professed utilitarianism and his commitment to individual liberty.
Introduced and edited by John Gray and G.W. Smith, the book will be of interest to students of
Mill, to ethical and political philosophers and to anyone interested in the contemporary status of
liberalism.
This volume of essays covers the whole range of problems raised in and by Mill's On Liberty,
including the concept of liberty, the toleration of diversity, freedom of expression, the value of
allowing 'experiments in living', the basis of individual liberty, multiculturalism and the claims of
minority cultural groups.
One of the most important nineteenth-century schools of thought, Utilitarianism propounds the
view that the value or rightness of an action rests in how well it promotes the welfare of those
affected by it, aiming for 'the greatest happiness of the greatest number'. Jeremy Bentham
(1748-1832) was the movement's founder, as much a social reformer as a philosopher. His
greatest interpreter, John Stuart Mill (1806-73), set out to humanize Bentham's pragmatic
Utilitarianism by balancing the claims of reason and the imagination, individuality and social
well-being in essays such as 'Bentham', 'Coleridge' and, above all, Utilitarianism. The works by
Bentham and Mill collected in this volume show the creation and development of a system of
ethics that has had an enduring influence on moral philosophy and legislative policy.
The Most Influential English-Speaking Philosopher of the Nineteenth Century! John Stuart Mill
(1806-1873), was a British philosopher, political economist, and civil servant. One of the most
influential thinkers in the history of classical liberalism, he contributed widely to social theory,
political theory, and political economy. Dubbed "the most influential English-speaking
philosopher of the nineteenth century", Mill's conception of liberty justified the freedom of the
individual in opposition to unlimited state and social control. This volume encompasses four of
Mill's most notable works: On Liberty, Utilitarianism, Considerations on Representative
Government, and The Subjection of Women. On Liberty is a philosophical essay published in
1859. It applies Mill's ethical system of utilitarianism to society and state. Mill suggests
standards for the relationship between authority and liberty. He emphasizes the importance of
individuality, which he considers prerequisite to the higher pleasures--the summum bonum of
utilitarianism. Utilitarianism is a classic exposition and defense of utilitarianism in ethics. Mill's
aim in the book is to explain what utilitarianism is, to show why it is the best theory of ethics,
and to defend it against a wide range of criticisms and misunderstandings. Utilitarianism did a
great deal to popularize utilitarian ethics and has been considered "the most influential
philosophical articulation of a liberal humanistic morality that was produced in the nineteenth
century." In Considerations on Representative Government, Mill argues for representative
government, the ideal form of government in his opinion. One of the more notable ideas Mill
puts forth in the book is that the business of government representatives is not to make
legislation. Instead Mill suggests that representative bodies such as parliaments and senates
are best suited to be places of public debate on the various opinions held by the population
and to act as watchdogs of the professionals who create and administer laws and policy. The
Subjection of Women (1861, published 1869) is one of the earliest written on the subject of
gender equality by a male author. In it Mill attempts to make a case for perfect equality. There,
Mill comments on three major facets of women's lives that he felt are hindering them: society
and gender construction, education, and marriage. He argued that the oppression of women
was one of the few remaining relics from ancient times, a set of prejudices that severely
impeded the progress of humanity. A Must Read for any Lover of Classic Philosophical Works!
Collected here in a single volume for the first time, On Liberty, Utilitarianism, Considerations on
Representative Government, and The Subjection of Women show Mill applying his liberal
utilitarian philosophy to a range of issues that remain vital today - issues of the nature of ethics,
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the scope and limits of individual liberty, the merits of and costs of democratic government, and
the place of women in society. In his Introduction John Gray describes these essays as
applications of Mill's doctrine of the Art of Life, as set out in A System of Logic. Using the
resources of recent revisionist scholarship, he shows Mill's work to be far richer and subtler
than traditional interpretations allow. ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford World's
Classics has made available the widest range of literature from around the globe. Each
affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship, providing the most accurate
text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by leading
authorities, helpful notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and
much more.
Part of the Everyman series which has been re-set with wide margins for notes and easy-toread type. Each title includes a themed introduction by leading authorities on the subject, lifeand-times chronology of the author, text summaries, annotated reading lists and selected
criticism and notes.

On Liberty and UtilitarianismBantam Classics
These two essays by John Stuart Mill, England's greatest nineteenth-century
philosopher, are the fruit of six hundred years of progressive thought about
individual rights and the responsibilities of society. Together they provide the
moral and theoretical justification for liberal democracy as we know it, and their
incalculable influence on modern history testifies not only to the force of their
arguments, but also to the power ideas can have over human affairs.
This book brings three timeless classics of Western philosophy which represent
the very core of John Stuart Mill's thought. All Mill's major ides, such were his
conception of liberty, utilitarianism and call for equality between the sexes, are
included in these works. After reading this book you will see why John Stuart Mill
is "the most influential English-speaking philosopher of the nineteenth century".
Contents: Utilitarianism What Utilitarianism Is Of the Ultimate Sanction of the
Principle of Utility Of What Sort of Proof the Principle of Utility Is Susceptible Of
the Connexion Between Justice and Utility On Liberty Liberty of Thought and
Discussion Individuality, as One of the Elements of Well-being Limits to the
Authority of Society Over the Individual Applications The Subjection of Women
This volume includes the complete texts of two of John Stuart Mill's most
important works, Utilitarianism and On Liberty, and selections from his other
writings, including the complete text of his Remarks on Bentham's Philosophy.
The selection from Mill's A System of Logic is of special relevance to the debate
between those who read Mill as an Act-Utilitarian and those who interpret him as
a Rule-Utilitarian. Also included are selections from the writings of Jeremy
Bentham, founder of modern Utilitarianism and mentor (together with James Mill)
of John Stuart Mill. Bentham's Principles of Morals and Legislation had important
effects on political and legal reform in his own time and continues to provide
insights for political theorists and philosophers of law. Seven chapters of
Bentham's Principles are here in their entirety, together with a number of shorter
selections, including one in which Bentham repudiates the slogan often used to
characterize his philosophy: The Greatest Happiness of the Greatest Number.
John Troyer's Introduction presents the central themes and arguments of
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Bentham and Mill and assesses their relevance to current discussions of
Utilitarianism. The volume also provides indexes, a glossary, and notes.
In his much quoted, seminal work, On Liberty, John Stuart Mill attempts to
establish standards for the relationship between authority and liberty. He
emphasizes the importance of individuality which he conceived as a prerequisite
to the higher pleasures-the summum bonum of Utilitarianism. Published in 1859,
On Liberty presents one of the most eloquent defenses of individual freedom and
is perhaps the most widely-read liberal argument in support of the value of liberty.
On Liberty, captured here in all 5 of its parts, is a hallmark in the civil rights
movement, political philosophy, women's rights, and sociology. It is essential
reading for any scholar or lover of freedom and equality. In Mill's own Words,
"The only freedom which deserves the name, is that of pursuing our own good in
our own way, so long as we do not attempt to deprive others of theirs, or impede
their efforts to obtain it."
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