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Norwegian Wood Tokyo Blues
An assault on the senses, part murder mystery, part
metaphysical speculation; a fable for our times as
catchy as a rock song blasting from the window of a
sports car. High-class call girls billed to Mastercard.
A psychic 13-year-old dropout with a passion for
Talking Heads. A hunky matinee idol doomed to play
dentists and teachers. A one-armed beach-combing
poet, an uptight hotel clerk and one very bemused
narrator caught in the web of advanced capitalist
mayhem. Combine this offbeat cast of characters
with Murakami's idiosyncratic prose and out comes
Dance Dance Dance. 'If Raymond Chandler had
lived long enough to see Blade Runner, he might
have written something like Dance Dance Dance'
Observer
From the award-winning, internationally acclaimed
screenwriter of Amores perros, 21 Grams, and
Babel, A Sweet Scent of Death is Guillermo Arriaga's
tale of deception, passion, and violence fused
together by the tragic killing of a young girl in a small
Mexican village. Early one morning in a deserted
field, Ramón Castaños is confronted with the dead
body of Adela, a lovely young girl, whom he had only
admired from afar. Within an hour, rumor of the
death of Ramón Castaños's girlfriend has spread to
every corner of Loma Grande. This powder-trail of
gossip ignites further violence when the villagers,
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thirsty for revenge, cast about for answers and hit
upon the nomadic José Echeverri-Berriozábal,
known as "the Gypsy." Honor then demands that
Ramón must now live out his imaginary past in a
brutal reality and prove his manhood by avenging
Adela's cruel fate. Guillermo Arriaga is the author of
The Night Buffalo and The Guillotine Squad. He has
worked in television, radio, and film. Arriaga is the
award-winning screenwriter of Amores perros, 21
Grams, The Three Burials of Melquiades Estrada,
and Babel.
A mesmerising mystery story about friendship from
the internationally bestselling author of Norwegian
Wood and 1Q84 Tsukuru Tazaki had four best
friends at school. By chance all of their names
contained a colour. The two boys were called
Akamatsu, meaning ‘red pine’, and Oumi, ‘blue
sea’, while the girls’ names were Shirane, ‘white
root’, and Kurono, ‘black field’. Tazaki was the only
last name with no colour in it. One day Tsukuru
Tazaki’s friends announced that they didn't want to
see him, or talk to him, ever again. Since that day
Tsukuru has been floating through life, unable to
form intimate connections with anyone. But then he
meets Sara, who tells him that the time has come to
find out what happened all those years ago.
For fans of Elena Ferrante's Neapolitan series
comes a captivating family saga focused on a willful
young woman's struggles against her oppressive
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small town by acclaimed Italian author Rosa
Ventrella. In old Bari, everyone knows Maria De
Santis as "Malacarne," the bad seed. Nicknamed for
her dark features, volcanic temperament, and
resistance to rules, the headstrong girl can only
imagine the possibilities that lie outside her povertystricken neighborhood. Growing up with her mother,
two brothers, and a tyrannical father, Maria must
abide. She does--amid the squalid life to which she
was born, the cruelties of her small-minded
neighbors, and violence in a constant threat of
eruption. As she reconciles her need for escape with
the allegiance she feels toward her family, Maria has
her salvations: her secret friend, Michele, son of a
rival family and every bit the outsider she is, and her
passion for books, which may someday take her far,
far away. In this exquisitely rendered and sensoryrich novel, Rosa Ventrella explores the limits of
loyalty, the redeeming power of friendship and love,
and the fire in the soul of one woman who was born
to break free.
Two short stories set in Lish McBride's Necromancer
universe.
This paperback gift edition of the renowned poet and
playwright's epigrams and witticisms features
hundreds of quips from Wilde's personal letters and
conversations as well as his fiction, essays, lectures,
and plays.
A novel of the black markets of the South
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Vietnamese city of Da Nang during the Vietnam War,
based on the author’s experiences as a selfdescribed South Korean mercenary on the side of
the South Vietnamese, this is a Vietnam War novel
like no other, truly one that sees the war from all
sides. Scenes of battle are breathtakingly well told.
The plot is thick with intrigue and complex subplots.
But ultimately The Shadow of Arms is a novel of the
human condition rather than of the exploits and
losses of one side or the other in war.
Mientras aterriza en un aeropuerto europeo, Toru
Watanabe, un ejecutivo de 37 años, escucha una
vieja canción de los Beatles que le hace retroceder a
su juventud, al turbulento Tokio de los años sesenta.
Con una mezcla de melancolía y desasosiego, Toru
recuerda entonces a la inestable y misteriosa
Naoko, la novia de su mejor y único amigo de la
adolescencia, Kizuki. Sin embargo, la aparición de
otra mujer en la vida de Toru le lleva a experimentar
el deslumbramiento y el desengaño allí donde todo
debería cobrar sentido: el sexo, el amor y la muerte.
Y ningún de los personajes parece capaz de
alcanzar el frágil equilibrio entre las esperanzas
juveniles y la necesidad de encontrar un lugar en el
mundo.
Jan Vidor seems like the ideal tenant for a long
summer holiday in a Tuscan villa. Unobtrusive and
quietly sociable, the American academic can be
relied upon to entertain herself - but her aristocratic
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landlady Beatrice has made a terrible mistake. A
chance remark about a violent death at Villa Chiara
during the war piques Jan's writerly interest and
sends her digging into the Salviati family's tragic
past. Was Beatrice's uncle Sandro really mistaken
for a partisan, or was his killer someone closer to
home? Does it matter if Jan just fills in the gaps?
After all, Beatrice said she could do as she liked with
the story, she even said 'I give it to you' . . . Written
with a deep understanding of loyalty and temptation,
I Give It To You is a riveting novel about who owns a
story, whether we have a right to what we inherit,
and what a gift really means.
Con una nota dell'autore. *** «La costruzione della
scrittura di Murakami è cosí impalpabile e squisita
che ogni cosa egli scelga di descrivere vibra di
potenzialità simbolica: una camicia stesa ad
asciugare, dei ritagli di carta, un fermaglio a forma di
farfalla». «The Guardian»
Have you ever dreamed of playing lead guitar like
John Lee Hooker, Carlos Santana, Jimmy Page,
Slash, and Eric Clapton? Perhaps you took a few
lessons, but became frustrated and gave up. If so,
The Everything Rock & Blues Guitar Book is for you.
With easy-to-understand instruction, The Everything
Rock & Blues Guitar Book provides you with
everything you need to play all your favorite songs.
You will learn the scales and chords found in all rock
and blues songs, and master the unique techniques
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that define them. The Everything Rock & Blues
Guitar Book also includes professional tips on:
Inflection and phrasing Chord progression Alternate
tuning, harmonics, and slide playing Transcription
and ear training Equipment, such as electric guitars,
straps, amplifiers, strings, and pedals Written in plain
English by longtime professional guitarist and
instructor Marc Schonbrun, The Everything Rock &
Blues Guitar Book shows you how to play with your
head as well as your hands.
In this provocative interpretation of the history of
English, the contributors emphasise the diversity of
English throughout its history and the changing
social meanings of different varieties of English.
The Miner is the most daringly experimental and
least well-known novel of the great Meiji writer
Natsume Soseki. An absurdist tale about the
indeterminate nature of human personality, written in
1908, it was in many ways a precursor to the work of
Joyce and Beckett. The result is a novel that is both
absurd and comical, and a true modernist classic.
Haruki Murakami's third novel, A Wild Sheep Chase
is the mystery hybrid which completes the odyssey
begun in Hear the Wind Sing and Pinball, 1973. The
man was leading an aimless life, time passing, one
big blank. His girlfriend has perfectly formed ears,
ears with the power to bewitch, marvels of creation.
The man receives a letter from a friend, enclosing a
seemingly innocent photograph of sheep, and a
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request: place the photograph somewhere it will be
seen. Then, one September afternoon, the phone
rings, and the adventure begins. Welcome to the
wild sheep chase. 'Mr. Murakami's style and
imagination are closer to that of Kurt Vonnegut,
Raymond Carver and John Irving' New York Times
Vintage Readers are a perfect introduction to some
of the greatest modern writers presented in
attractive, accessible paperback editions.
“Murakami’s bold willingness to go straight over the
top is a signal indication of his genius. . . . A worldclass writer who has both eyes open and takes big
risks.” —The Washington Post Book World Not since
Yukio Mishima and Yasunari Kawabata has a
Japanese writer won the international acclaim
enjoyed by Haruki Murakami. His genre-busting
novels, short stories and reportage, which have been
translated into 35 languages, meld the surreal and
the hard-boiled, deadpan comedy and delicate
introspection. Vintage Murakami includes the
opening chapter of the international bestseller
Norwegian Wood; “Lieutenant Mamiya’s Long
Story: Parts I and II” from his monumental novel The
Wind-Up Bird Chronicle; “Shizuko Akashi” from
Underground, his non-fiction book on the Toyko
subway attack of 1995; and the short stories “Barn
Burning,” “Honeypie.” Also included, for the first
time in book form, the short story, “Ice Man.”
A mystery story about love, the cosmos and other
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fictional universes. Sumire is in love with a woman
seventeen years her senior. Miu is glamorous and
successful. Sumire is an aspiring writer who dresses
in an oversized second-hand coat and heavy boots
like a character in a Kerouac novel. Sumire spends
hours on the phone talking to her best friend K about
the big questions in life: what is sexual desire, and
should she ever tell Miu how she feels for her?
Meanwhile K wonders whether he should confess
his own unrequited love for Sumire. Then, a
desperate Miu calls from a small Greek island:
Sumire has mysteriously vanished... 'Confirms
Murakami as a master of his craft... Out of this world'
Time Out
A young man describes his torment as he struggles
to reconcile the diverse influences of Western culture
and the traditions of his own Japanese heritage
Discover Haruki Murakami's first two novels. 'If
you're the sort of guy who raids the refrigerators of
silent kitchens at three o'clock in the morning, you
can only write accordingly. That's who I am.' Hear
the Wind Sing and Pinball, 1973 are Haruki
Murakami's earliest novels. They follow the fortunes
of the narrator and his friend, known only by his
nickname, the Rat. In Hear the Wind Sing the
narrator is home from college on his summer break.
He spends his time drinking beer and smoking in J's
Bar with the Rat, listening to the radio, thinking about
writing and the women he has slept with, and
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pursuing a relationship with a girl with nine fingers.
Three years later, in Pinball, 1973, he has moved to
Tokyo to work as a translator and live with
indistinguishable twin girls, but the Rat has remained
behind, despite his efforts to leave both the town and
his girlfriend. The narrator finds himself haunted by
memories of his own doomed relationship but also,
more bizarrely, by his short-lived obsession with
playing pinball in J's Bar. This sends him on a quest
to find the exact model of pinball machine he had
enjoyed playing years earlier: the three-flipper
Spaceship.
Welcome to Niceville, a sleepy, old-fashioned hamlet
in America's Deep South. But don't be fooled by its
pleasant exterior. 'Stephen King meets Twin Peaks'
in this chilling thriller with a horror twist... When tenyear-old Rainey Teague disappears on his way
home from school, Detective Nick Kavanaugh and
his team are baffled. CCTV shows Rainey staring
into the window of a pawn shop – he’s there one
minute and simply gone the next. And that is only the
beginning of the nightmare as a chain of terrifying
events has been triggered in idyllic Niceville. As Nick
struggles to uncover what happened to Rainey, his
investigation takes him deep into the history of
Niceville and it soon becomes clear that there’s a
much higher than average rate of abductions in this
town. And there’ll be more victims to come...
Following the extraordinary international success of
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NORWEGIAN WOOD, the bestselling manual for
chopping, stacking and drying wood the
Scandinavian way, THE NORWEGIAN WOOD
ACTIVITY BOOK offers something for all the family,
including: · Top Trunks · Spot the difference · Dot-todot and mazes · Cut out and colour the
woodchoppers' clothing · Step-by-step guides to
laying the perfect fire and building a round stack ·
And magnificent frozen landscapes THE
NORWEGIAN WOOD ACTIVITY BOOK is an
original gift for all seasons and the perfect fireside
companion, to bring warmth and entertainment to
armchair enthusiasts and active woodcutters alike.
*Kazuo Ishiguro's new novel Klara and the Sun is
now available* By the Nobel Prize-winning author of
The Remains of the Day and Never Let Me Go
Ryder, a renowned pianist, arrives in a Central
European city he cannot identify for a concert he
cannot remember agreeing to give. But then as he
traverses a landscape by turns eerie and comical and always strangely malleable, as a dream might
be - he comes steadily to realise he is facing the
most crucial performance of his life. Ishiguro's
extraordinary and original study of a man whose life
has accelerated beyond his control was met on
publication by consternation, vilification - and the
highest praise.
‘Pain is inevitable, suffering is optional’ A
compelling mediation on the power of running and a
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fascinating insight into the life of this internationally
bestselling writer. In 1982, having sold his jazz bar to
devote himself to writing, Murakami began running to
keep fit. A year later, he'd completed a solo course
from Athens to Marathon, and now, after dozens of
such races, he reflects upon the influence the sport
has had on his life and on his writing. Equal parts
travelogue, training log and reminiscence, this
revealing memoir covers his four-month preparation
for the 2005 New York City Marathon and settings
ranging from Tokyo's Jingu Gaien gardens, where he
once shared the course with an Olympian, to the
Charles River in Boston. By turns funny and
sobering, playful and philosophical, this is a mustread for fans of this masterful yet private writer as
well as for the exploding population of athletes who
find similar satisfaction in distance running. 'There
can never have been a book quite like this memoir of
running and writing before. In its self-contained way,
it's nothing less than an inspiration' Evening
Standard 'Hugely enjoyable...You don't have to have
run a marathon to be captivated' Sunday Telegraph
'Comical, charming and philosophical...an excellent
memoir' GQ
A dazzling Sunday Times bestselling collection of
short stories from the beloved internationally
acclaimed Haruki Murakami. Across seven tales,
Haruki Murakami brings his powers of observation to
bear on the lives of men who, in their own ways, find
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themselves alone. Here are vanishing cats and
smoky bars, lonely hearts and mysterious women,
baseball and the Beatles, woven together to tell
stories that speak to us all. Marked by the same wry
humour that has defined his entire body of work, in
this collection Murakami has crafted another
contemporary classic. ‘Supremely enjoyable,
philosophical and pitch-perfect new collection of
short stories...Murakami has a marvelous
understanding of youth and age’ Observer
‘Murakami at his whimsical, romantic best’
Financial Times
A moving, thoughtful story of long-lost love and
second chances. Growing up in the suburbs in postwar Japan, it seemed to Hajime that everyone but
him had brothers and sisters. His sole companion
was Shimamoto, also an only child. Together they
spent long afternoons listening to her father's record
collection. But when his family moved away, the two
lost touch. Now Hajime is in his thirties. After a
decade of drifting, he has found happiness with his
loving wife and two daughters, and success running
a jazz bar. Then Shimamoto reappears. She is
beautiful, intense, enveloped in mystery. Hajime is
catapulted into the past, putting at risk all he has in
the present. 'Casablanca remade Japanese style...It
is dream-like writing, laden with scenes which have
the radiance of a poem' The Times
Mientras aterriza en un aeropuerto europeo, Toru Watanabe,
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un ejecutivo de 37 años, escucha una vieja canción de los
Beatles que le hace retroceder a su juventud, al turbulento
Tokio de los años sesenta. Con una mezcla de melancolía y
desasosiego, Toru recuerda entonces a la inestable y
misteriosa Naoko, la novia de su mejor y único amigo de la
adolescencia, Kizuki. El suicidio de éste distanció a Toru y a
Naoko durante un año, hasta que se reencontraron e
iniciaron una relación íntima. Sin embargo, la aparición de
otra mujer en la vida de Toru le lleva a experimentar el
deslumbramiento y el desengaño allí donde todo debería
cobrar sentido: el sexo, el amor y la muerte. Y ningún de los
personajes parece capaz de alcanzar el frágil equilibrio entre
las esperanzas juveniles y la necesidad de encontrar un lugar
en el mundo.
'Supple, intricate and uncompromising, full of delicate
observation and insight, Amit Chaudhuri's Finding the Raga
immerses us in the rigorous beauty and cosmology of Indian
classical music. It is also a loving memoir about relationships
and places, dedication and vocation.' Geoff Dyer By turns
essay, memoir and cultural study, Finding the Raga is Amit
Chaudhuri's singular account of his discovery of, and
enduring passion for, North Indian music: an ancient, evolving
tradition whose principles and practices will alter the reader's
notion of what music might - and can - be. Tracing the
music's development, Finding the Raga dwells on its most
distinctive and mysterious characteristics: its extraordinary
approach to time, language and silence; its embrace of
confoundment, and its ethos of evocation over
representation. The result is a strange gift of a book, for
musicians and music lovers, and for any creative mind in
search of diverse and transforming inspiration.
These two short novels, published in the early 1930's ranked
high in Tanizaki's own estimation of his work. The contrast is
stark, but in their controlled complexities of tone, both bear
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the unmistakable stamp of Tanizaki's hand. MUSASHI deals
with the dark sexual obsessions of a sixteenth-century
warlord, accidentally initiated in his youth into the morbid rites
attendant upon battle. ARROWROOT too touches on the
pursuit of legend, but in a totally different mode. Cast in the
uniquely Japanese form of the 'essay novel', the narrative
blends the stories of two friends on an expedition into the
mountains south of Kyoto, one of them haunting the traces of
a medieval myth, the other in search of a more recent and
more private past.
An eclectic, eccentric and altogether brain-bending collection
of short stories. Here are animated crows, a criminal monkey,
an ice man, as well as the dreams that shape us and the
things we wish for. Whether during a chance reunion in Italy,
a romantic exile in Greece, a holiday in Hawaii or in the grip
of everyday life, Murakami's characters confront loss, or
sexuality, or the glow of a firefly, or the impossible distance
between those who ought to be closest of all. 'An intimate
pleasure' The Times
'A masterly novel' New York Times 'Such is the exquisite,
gossamer construction of Murakami's writing that everything
he chooses to describe trembles with symbolic possibility'
Guardian Read the haunting love story that turned Murakami
into a literary superstar. When he hears her favourite Beatles
song, Toru Watanabe recalls his first love Naoko, the
girlfriend of his best friend Kizuki. Immediately he is
transported back almost twenty years to his student days in
Tokyo, adrift in a world of uneasy friendships, casual sex,
passion, loss and desire - to a time when an impetuous
young woman called Midori marches into his life and he has
to choose between the future and the past. 'Evocative,
entertaining, sexy and funny; but then Murakami is one of the
best writers around' Time Out 'Poignant, romantic and
hopeless, it beautifully encapsulates the heartbreak and loss
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of faith' Sunday Times 'This book is undeniably hip, full of
student uprisings, free love, booze and 1960s pop, it's also
genuinely emotionally engaging, and describes the highs of
adolescence as well as the lows' Independent on Sunday
THE DEFINITIVE WOOD-CUTTER'S BIBLE - THE
BESTSELLING, YEAR-ROUND GUIDE TO CHOPPING,
STACKING AND DRYING WOOD "The book has spread like
wildfire" Daily Mail "A how-to book with poetry at its heart"
T.L.S. "A step-by-step guide to preparing your wood store"
Independent Whether you're a seasoned woodcutter, or your
passion is yet to be kindled, NORWEGIAN WOOD is an
entertaining guide for year-round wood management, and the
perfect gift. Chopping and stacking wood is a pastime where
the world makes sense once more. Because our relationship
to fire is so ancient, so universal, it seems that in learning
about wood, you can also learn about life. And who better to
impart this wisdom than an expert from Scandinavia, where
the extreme climate has obliged generations to hone and
share their skills with tools, wood and heat production. Lars
Mytting has distilled the wisdom of enthusiasts, from
experienced lifelong growers, stackers and burners to
researchers and professionals of combustion and tree culture.
Part guide to the best practice in every aspect of working with
this renewable energy source, part meditation on the human
instinct for survival, this definitive handbook on the art of
chopping, stacking and drying wood in the Scandinavian way
has resonated across the world, with more than a million
copies sold worldwide. More than 175,000 copies sold in
English editions. The book that defined a genre.
A beautifully designed hardback diary for 2020, featuring
unique artwork inspired by Haruki Murakami's works along
with quotations and significant dates. Murakami's distinctive
blend of the mysterious and the everyday, of melancholy and
humour, continues to enchant readers, ensuring his place as
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one of the world's most acclaimed and well-loved writers. This
diary includes visual and textual references to his works, from
Wind/Pinball, A Wild Sheep Chase and Norwegian Wood to
Killling Commendatore and Novelist as a Vocation. Contents
include: Yearly Planner Selection of Japanese Holidays and
Festivals Dates of cycles of the moon Seasonal quotations
and extracts from Murakami's books Significant dates from
the books marked Images of jackets in progress as well as
the finished versions Visual content from The Strange Library
Specially designed artwork to match the seasons Notes
section at the back Image or text on every recto, and weekly
planner on verso.
It's a set-up like a video game: two rival gangs fight to death
for the control of a Tokyo district. In one gang, six young
losers committed only to drinking, voyeurism and karaoke
singing, in the other six tough independent older women.
From ambush to revenge, both groups are gradually
decimated until the ultimate showdown. In Murakami's
inimitably brutal and brilliant style, Popular Hits dissects the
gender and generational conflicts of contemporary society in
a hilarious satire.

Tales of upheaval and confusion, longing and love in the
aftermath of the Kobe earthquake. For the characters in
after the quake, the Kobe earthquake is an echo from a
past they buried long ago. Satsuki has spent thirty years
hating one man: did her desire for revenge cause the
earthquake? Miyake left his family in Kobe to make
midnight bonfires on a beach hundreds of miles away.
Fourteen-year-old Sala has nightmares that the
Earthquake Man is trying to stuff her inside a little box.
Katagiri returns home to find a giant frog in his apartment
on a mission to save Tokyo from a massive burrowing
worm. 'When he gets angry, he causes earthquakes,'
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says Frog. 'And right now he is very, very angry. 'In a
dance with the delights of Murakami's imagination we
experience the limitless possibilities of fiction. With these
stories Murakami expands our hearts and minds yet
again' The Times
Reality bends all the more acutely with lack of sleep in
this stunning novel from the master of the surreal. Eyes
mark the shape of the city The midnight hour approaches
in an almost-empty diner. Mari sips her coffee and reads
a book, but soon her solitude is disturbed: a girl has
been beaten up at the Alphaville hotel, and needs Mari's
help. Meanwhile Mari's beautiful sister Eri lies in a deep,
heavy sleep that is 'too perfect, too pure' to be normal; it
has lasted for two months. But tonight as the digital clock
displays 00:00, a hint of life flickers across the television
screen in her room, even though it's plug has been
pulled out. Strange nocturnal happenings, or a trick of
the night? 'A captivating mood piece, delicate and wistful'
Evening Standard
We all live our lives carrying secrets we cannot disclose.
'Beguiling... Murakami is brilliant at folding the humdrum
alongside the supernatural; finding the magic that's
nested in life's quotidian details' Guardian When a thirtysomething portrait painter is abandoned by his wife, he
holes up in the mountain home of a famous artist. The
days drift by, spent painting, listening to music and
drinking whiskey in the evenings. But then he discovers
a strange painting in the attic and unintentionally begins
a strange journey of self-discovery that involves a
mysterious ringing bell, a precocious thirteen-year-old
girl, a Nazi assassination attempt and a haunted
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underworld. A stunning work of imagination, Killing
Commendatore is a surreal tale of love and loneliness,
war and art.
Tales of “fearlessly offbeat” horror from the author of
Lost Souls and Exquisite Corpse (Locus). Poppy Z. Brite,
an acclaimed horror fan favorite, is known for going to
the edge and back—and this collection of stories, many
set against the backdrop of the author’s native New
Orleans, explores the outermost regions of murder, sex,
death, and religion. Featuring titles such as “In Vermis
Veritas,” “Entertaining Mr. Orton,” and “Mussolini and
the Axeman’s Jazz,” as well as collaborations with
Christa Faust and David Ferguson, this volume also
offers notes on each story by the author, an introduction
by #1 NewYork Times–bestselling author Peter Straub,
and an afterword by Caitlín R. Kiernan. Are You
Loathsome Tonight? is an edgy, gruesome tour of “the
darkness at the heart of things [with] a number of superb
stories, powerful in style and characters” (Locus).
Yeong-hye and her husband are ordinary people. He is
an office worker with moderate ambitions and mild
manners; she is an uninspired but dutiful wife. The
acceptable flatline of their marriage is interrupted when
Yeong-hye, seeking a more 'plant-like' existence,
decides to become a vegetarian, prompted by grotesque
recurring nightmares. In South Korea, where
vegetarianism is almost unheard-of and societal mores
are strictly obeyed, Yeong-hye's decision is a shocking
act of subversion. Her passive rebellion manifests in ever
more bizarre and frightening forms, leading her bland
husband to self-justified acts of sexual sadism. His
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cruelties drive her towards attempted suicide and
hospitalisation. She unknowingly captivates her sister's
husband, a video artist. She becomes the focus of his
increasingly erotic and unhinged artworks, while
spiralling further and further into her fantasies of
abandoning her fleshly prison and becoming impossibly, ecstatically - a tree. Fraught, disturbing and
beautiful, The Vegetarian is a novel about modern day
South Korea, but also a novel about shame, desire and
our faltering attempts to understand others, from one
imprisoned body to another.
An intimate conversation about music and creativity,
between the internationally bestselling writer Haruki
Murakami and world-class conductor, Seiji Ozawa.
Haruki Murakami's passion for music runs deep. Before
turning his hand to writing, he ran a jazz club in Tokyo,
and the aesthetic and emotional power of music
permeates every one of his much-loved books. Now, in
Absolutely on Music, Murakami fulfills a personal dream,
sitting down with his friend, acclaimed conductor Seiji
Ozawa, to talk about their shared interest. They discuss
everything from Brahms to Beethoven, from Leonard
Bernstein to Glenn Gould, from record collecting to popup orchestras, and much more. 'Absolutely on Music is
an unprecedented treasure... Talking about music is like
dancing about architecture, it's often said, but what joy to
watch these two friends dance.' Guardian
A dizzying short story collection that displays Murakami's
genius for uncovering the surreal in the everyday, the
extraordinary within the ordinary *Featuring the story
‘Barn Burning’, the inspiration behind the Palme d’Or
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nominated film Burning* When a man's favourite
elephant vanishes, the balance of his whole life is subtly
upset. A couple's midnight hunger pangs drive them to
hold up a McDonald's. A woman finds she is irresistible
to a small green monster that burrows through her front
garden. An insomniac wife wakes up in a twilight world of
semi-consciousness in which anything seems possible even death. In every one of these stories Murakami
makes a determined assault on the normal.
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