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This study presents the famous city of Babylon in its latest phase of occupation: from the end of the Achaemenid period (second
half of the fourth century B.C.), during the reign of Alexander, the Successors, the Seleucid and Arsacid dynasty until the very end
of cuneiform literature and other historical sources (around third-fourth century AD). It contains first of all a survey of the available
Classical and Oriental sources (chapter 1), a topography of the city (chapter 2), an overview of political events and Babylon's role
in the Empire (chapter 3). Furthermore Babylon's institutions (chapter 4), its social and economic (chapter 5), religious (chapter 6)
and cultural (chapter 7) life are discussed. Finally, Babylon's legacy and its significance for later cultures appears in chapter 8.
In July 2003, a conference was held at the University of Heidelberg (Germany), focusing on the people and land of Judah during
the 5th and early 4th centuries B.C.E.-- the period when the Persian Empire held sway over the entire ancient Near East. This
volume publishes the papers of the participants in the working group that attended the Heidelberg conference. Participants whose
contributions appear here include: Y. Amit, B. Becking, J. Berquist, J. Blenkinsopp, M. Dandamayev, D. Edelman, T. Eskenazi, A.
Fantalkin and O. Tal, L. Fried, L. Grabbe, S. Japhet, J. Kessler, E. A. Knauf, G. Knoppers, R. Kratz, A. Lemaire, O. Lipschits, H.
Liss, M. Oeming, L. Pearce, F. Polak, B. Porten and A. Yardeni, E. Stern, D. Ussishkin, D. Vanderhooft, and J. Wright. The
conference was the second of three meetings; the first, held at Tel Aviv in May 2001, was published as Judah and the Judeans in
the Neo-Babylonian Period by Eisenbrauns in 2003. A third conference focusing on Judah and the Judeans in the Hellenistic era
was held in the summer of 2005, at Münster, Germany, and will also be published by Eisenbrauns.
The first general introduction to Mesopotamia that covers all four of the area's major ancient civilizations—Sumer, Akkad, Assyria,
and Babylonia. * Original materials and documents, including quotations from the world's first written literature * Detailed
chronology of the kings of major Mesopotamian states, including neighboring Elam, with summaries of the major periods of
prehistoric and historical development
This collaborative commentary on, or dictionary of, Kings, explores cross-cutting aspects of Kings ranging from the analysis of its
composition, historically regarded, to its transmission and reception. Ample attention is accorded sources, figures and peoples
who play a part in the book. The commentary deals with Kings treatment in translation and role in later ancient literature. While our
comments do not proceed verse by verse, the volume furnishes guidance, from contributors highly qualified to advance
contemporary discussion, on the book's historical background, its literary intentions and characteristics, and on themes and motifs
central to its understanding, both of itself and of the world from which it arose. This volume functions as a meta-commentary,
offering windows into the secondary literature, but assembling data more fully than is the case in individual commentaries.
This close synchronic analysis of Exodus 1-2 looks at how the pericope's structure, language, focalization and management of
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information form its conception and judgement of its events and characters. A coherence of concerns is detectable in Exodus 1-2
with allusions to Genesis and the later chapters of Exodus. One chapter is assigned to each of seven narrative unities and deals in
various ways with its narrative problems. The resulting eclectic choice of analytical tools includes the study of Proppian structural
functions, repetition, public rhetoric, narrative speeds, order and symbolism.
This volume is the outcome of an international conference held at Tel Aviv University, May 29-31, 2001. The idea for the
conference germinated at the fifth Transeuphratene colloquy in Paris in March 2000. The Tel Aviv conference was organized in
order to encourage investigation into the obscure five or six decades preceding the Persian conquests in the latter part of the 6th
century. The essays here are organized in 5 parts: (1) The Myth of the Empty Land Revisited; (2) Cult, Priesthood, and Temple;
(3) Military and Governmental Aspects; (4) Archaeological Perspectives on the 6th Century B.C.E.; and (5) Exiles and Foreigners
in Egypt and Babylonia. Contributors: H. M. Barstad, B. Oded, L. S. Fried, S. Japhet, J. Blenkinsopp, G. N. Knoppers, Y. Amit, D.
Edelman, Y. Hoffman, R. H. Sack, D. Vanderhooft, J. W. Betlyon, A. Lemaire, C. E. Carter, O. Lipschits, A. Zertal, J. R. Zorn, B.
Porten, and R. Zadok.
Is the Old Testament still relevant for Christians today? Which fountains of wisdom, which never-failing streams, which wells of joyfilled salvation are we missing out on, if we neglect the Old Testament (Prov 18:4; Amos 5:24; Isa 12:3)? In this celebratory
volume, fifteen scholars collaborate to explain and expound diverse aspects of the Christian life, with a special focus on drawing
lines from the Old Testament through the New Testament toward the daily reality of living together as pilgrims in the church of
Christ. This book commemorates the retirement of Dr. Cornelis Van Dam, professor of Old Testament, from the Canadian
Reformed Theological Seminary in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada. For three decades, Dr. Van Dam taught seminary students to draw
living water from the wells of salvation. All the contributors to this book have benefited in one way or another from his knowledge
and instruction.

In Civilizations of Ancient Iraq, Benjamin and Karen Foster tell the fascinating story of ancient Mesopotamia from the
earliest settlements ten thousand years ago to the Arab conquest in the seventh century. Accessible and concise, this is
the most up-to-date and authoritative book on the subject. With illustrations of important works of art and architecture in
every chapter, the narrative traces the rise and fall of successive civilizations and peoples in Iraq over the course of
millennia--from the Sumerians, Babylonians, and Assyrians to the Persians, Seleucids, Parthians, and Sassanians.
Ancient Iraq was home to remarkable achievements. One of the birthplaces of civilization, it saw the world's earliest cities
and empires, writing and literature, science and mathematics, monumental art, and innumerable other innovations.
Civilizations of Ancient Iraq gives special attention to these milestones, as well as to political, social, and economic
history. And because archaeology is the source of almost everything we know about ancient Iraq, the book includes an
epilogue on the discovery and fate of its antiquities. Compelling and timely, Civilizations of Ancient Iraq is an essential
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guide to understanding Mesopotamia's central role in the development of human culture.
In this work the whole panorama of Bible Chronology has been subjected to close examination from the creation of Adam
to the end of Acts. The aim has been to open up that system of dating which commends itself as most probably correct
from the biblical perspective. Having done that he has looked for ways to harmonise the resultant scheme with the
contradictory dates derived from the Assyrian Eponym Canon, and would like to think that he has succeeded in some
measure in explaining how the discrepancies arose.
One of the most perplexing and misunderstood books of the Bible, Ezekiel has left many scholars and exegetes
scratching their heads regarding its message, coherency, and interpretation. Brian Peterson's look at the book of Ezekiel
as a unified whole set within an exilic context helps explain some of the more difficult symbolic aspects in the book and
makes Ezekiel as a whole more intelligible. Drawing on ancient Near Eastern concepts and motifs such as covenant and
treaty curses, the various gods that made up the Babylonian pantheon, and the position that Israel held as the people of
Yahweh, Peterson enlightens readers by showing that Ezekiel can only be understood in its original context. By placing
the book first in its historical context, Peterson demonstrates how the original hearers of its message would have
understood it, and how this message can be appreciated and applied by people today as well.
This new examination of the region of Nebuchadrezzar II of Babylon (605-562 BC) includes revised interpretations of the
Babylonian Chronicles for his reign, especially for the years of the campaigns against the West and the capture of
Jerusalem. Excavations at Babylon are used to give a view of the city in Neo-Babylonian times, including the royal
`Hanging Gardens' and the ziggurat. The varied literary genres current in this city of learning in the sixth century BC
(including dreams and prophecies) and the role of hostages, exiles, and prisoners of war are used to throw light on the
life of the Jewish exiles there. An assessment of the character of Nebuchadrezzar as a military and political leader,
religious devotee and legal administrator is attempted on the basis of textual evidence.
This study of Nebuchadnezzar's madness in Daniel 4 demonstrates how the elements which the biblical author borrowed
from Ancient Near Eastern myth commanded the attention of early Jewish and Christian exegetes.
The study of Syro-Mesopotamian civilization has greatly advanced in the past twenty-five years. In particular the renewed
interest in Eastern (or Mesopotamian) Syria has radically altered our understanding of not only the ancient Near East, but
of the Bible as well. With Syria east of the Euphrates becoming one of the most active areas of archaeological
investigation in the entire Near East, the need for a synthesis of this research and its integration with the Hebrew Bible
has greatly increased.This volume charts the state of our knowledge, following a general chronological flow, and will
appeal not only to scholars of the ancient Near East but also to Biblical specialists interested in the historical and
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religious backgrounds to the Israelite and Judahite kingdoms.
Volume III Part II describes the rise and fall of the great empires of Assyria and Babylonia, the sack of Jerusalem and the
exile of the Jews in Babylon.
Explore an insightful account of the reception of Mesopotamia in modern cinema In Reception of Mesopotamia on Film,
Dr. Maria de Fátima Rosa explores how the Ancient Mesopotamian civilization was portrayed by the movie industry,
especially in America and Italy, and how it was used to convey analogies between ancient and contemporary cultural and
moral contexts. Spanning a period that stretches from the beginning of the 20th century to the present day, the book
explores how the Assyrian and Babylonian elites, particularly kings, queens, and priestesses, were perceived and
represented on screen by filmmakers. A focus on the role played by Ancient Near Eastern women and on the polytheistic
religion practiced in the land between the rivers will be provided. This book also offers an insightful interpretation of the
bias message that most of these films portray and how the Mesopotamian past and Antiquity brought to light and
stimulated the debate on emerging 20th century political and social issues. The book also offers: A thorough introduction
to the Old Testament paradigm and the romanticism of classical authors A comprehensive exploration of the literary
reception of the Mesopotamian legacy and its staging Practical discussions of the rediscovery, appropriation, and visual
reproduction of Assyria and Babylonia In-depth examinations of cinematic genres and cinematographic contexts Perfect
for students of the history of antiquity and cinematographic history, Reception of Mesopotamia on Film is also an
invaluable resource for anyone with an interest in reception studies.
The Greek name Mesopotamia means 'land between the rivers.' The Romans used this term for an area that they
controlled only briefly (between 115 and 117 A.D.): the land between the Euphrates and Tigris rivers, from the south
Anatolian mountains ranges to the Persian Gulf. It comprises the civilizations of Sumer and Akkad (third millennium B.C.)
as well as the later Babylonian and Assyrian empires of the second and first millennium. Although the 'history' of
Mesopotamia in the strict sense of the term only begins with the inscriptions of Sumerian rulers around the 27th century
B.C., the foundations for Mesopotamian civilization, especially the beginnings of irrigation and the emergence of large
permanent settlements, were laid much earlier, in the fifth and fourth millennium. The second edition of the Historical
Dictionary of Mesopotamia defines concepts, customs, and notions peculiar to the civilization of ancient Mesopotamia,
from adult adoption to ziggurats. This is accomplished through a chronology, an introductory essay, a bibliography,
appendixes, and hundreds of cross-reference dictionary entries on religion, economy, society, geography, and important
kings and rulers.
Who was Hammurapi, and what role did his famous "law code" serve in ancient Babylonian society? Who was the
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mysterious Merodach-baladan, and why did the appearance of his emissaries in Jerusalem so upset Isaiah? Who was
Nebuchadnezzar II, and why did he tear down the Solomonic temple and drag the people of God into exile? In short, who
were the Babylonians? This engaging and informative introduction to the best of current scholarship on the Babylonians
and their role in biblical history answers these and other significant questions. The Babylonians were important not only
because of their many historical contacts with ancient Israel but because they and their predecessors, the Sumerians,
established the philosophical and social infrastructure for most of Western Asia for nearly two millennia. Beginning and
advanced students as well as biblical scholars and interested nonspecialists will read this introduction to the history and
culture of the Babylonians with interest and profit. Paperback edition available from the Society of Biblical Literature
(www.sbl-site.org).
In the Path of Conquest offers a fresh insight into the conquests of Alexander the Great by attempting to view the events
of 336-323 BCE from the vantage point of the defeated.
The book examines the range of associations and symbolic values evoked by twenty-one biblical figures when viewed
across the range of biblical books that eventually formed an authoritative collection for the emergent Jewish community.
The figures are grouped under ancestors and founders, kings, female characters, and prophets. The introduction and the
concluding essay deal more specifically with theoretical and methodological issues that arise from analysing theHebrew
Bible in the framework of memory studies. By viewing these biblical figures as sites of group memory for members of the
ancient religious community of Israel, one better understands how thestories contained in the texts perpetuate selected
memories deemed central for on-going group identity and values and how the characters involved in those memories
create sometimes limited and sometimes complex networks of associations that aid in creating and reinforcing shared
memories.
An inspiration to writers, musicians, and mystics, The Overture of the Book of Consolations summarizes and highlights all
the major themes of Deutero-Isaiah. Its predominant theme is consolation - consolation of Israel after the destruction of
Jerusalem and the temple and the depopulation of the kingdom of Judah. The Overture assures Judah that the past is
forgiven and Yahweh is ushering in a New Creation, a future more glorious than the Exodus, the march through the
desert, where Israel will once again be wedded to her husband: Yahweh, the Holy One of Israel.
This work completes Daniel Block's two-volume commentary on the book of Ezekiel. The result of twelve years of
studying this difficult section of Scripture, this volume, like the one on chapters 1-24, provides an excellent discussion of
the background of Ezekiel and offers a verse-by-verse exposition that makes clear the message of this obscure and often
misunderstood prophet. Block also shows that Ezekiel's ancient wisdom and vision are still very much needed as we
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enter the twenty-first century.
Although Near Eastern languages and the history of the exact sciences are known for being obscure and deliberately
arcane to general audiences, Alice Slotsky has paradoxically established her legacy by exposing these topics to a wider
audience. As a visiting professor at Brown University, Slotsky has taught more students than any previous Assyriologist
and successfully brought this discipline to a wider audience than previously imagined possible. This volume, with articles
written by former students, as well as colleagues, pays tribute to her broad interests.
This original study concerns itself with the manumission laws of Exodus 20, Deuteronomy 15 and Leviticus 25. It begins
with the social background to debt slavery and the socioeconomic factors encouraging the rise of debt slavery in
Mesopotamia. After a comparative analysis of the Mesopotamian and biblical material Chirichigno examines the social
background to debt slavery in Israel, the various slave laws in the Pentateuch (in order to delimit the chattel-slave laws
from the debt-slave laws), and the biblical manumission laws themselves.
This volume continues the tradition of New Seals and Inscriptions, Hebrew, Idumean and Cuneiform (Sheffield Phoenix,
2007) by featuring analyses by eminent scholars of some of the archaeological treasures from Dr. Shlomo Moussaieff’s
outstanding collection. These contributions signal fresh approaches to the study of ancient artifacts and underscore the
role of archaeological evidence in reconstructing the legacy of antiquity, especially that of the biblical period. The
contributors are Kathleen Abraham, Chaim Cohen, Robert Deutsch, Claire Gottlieb, Martin Heide, Richard S. Hess, W.
G. Lambert†, André Lemaire, Meir Lubetski, Matthew Morgenstern, Alan Millard, Lawrence J. Mykytiuk, and Peter van
der Veen.
The literary figure of Joshua is one of the answers provided by deuteronomistic theologians of the exile when they were
confronted with the destruction of the state and society of Judah and were forced to develop new ideas for
reorganization.
DIVA sweeping history of four thousand years of struggle for control of one city /div
Over the past half century The Cambridge Ancient History has established itself as a definitive work of reference. The
original edition was published in twelve text volumes between 1924 and 1939. Publication of the new edition began in
1970. Every volume of the old edition has been totally re-thought and re-written with new text, maps, illustrations and
bibliographies. Some volumes have had to be expanded into two or more parts and the series has been extended by two
extra volumes (XIII and XIV) to cover events up to AD 600, bringing the total number of volumes in the set to fourteen.
Existing plates to the volumes are available separately. *Profusely illustrated with maps, drawings and tables.
*Comprehensive coverage of all aspects of the history of the ancient Mediterranean and Near East from prehistoric times
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to AD 600 by an international cast of editors and contributors.
To many readers the book of Ezekiel is a hopeless riddle. However, if we take the time to study it, we will discover that
despite the strangeness of the man and his utterances this is the most clearly organized of the major prophetic books. If
we persist, we will also discover that from a rhetorical perspective, this priestly prophet knew his audience; he recognized
in Judah's rebellion against YHWH the underlying cause of the divine fury that resulted in the exile of his people and the
fall of Jerusalem to the Babylonians in 586 BCE. But he also recognized that YHWH's judgment could not be the last
word. Because his covenant was eternal and irrevocable he looked forward to a day of spiritual renewal and national
restoration. This is the second of two volumes of Block's essays on the book of Ezekiel. The essays in this volume
explore the theme of Kingship in Ezekiel--both his assessment of Judah's historical kings and his hope for a restored
Davidic King/Prince--and the mysterious visions concerning Gog's attack on restored Israel (Ezek 38-39) and concerning
the new temple (40-48). Block brings to bear decades of study of the book to open up fresh insights on the ancient text.
This new examination of the reign of Nebuchadrezzar II of Babylon (605-562 BC) includes a revised interpretation of the
Babylonian Chronicles of his reign, especially for the years of the campaign against Judah and the capture of Jerusalem. On the
basis of textual evidence, the author assesses the character of Nebuchadrezzar as a military and political leader, religious
devotee, and legal administrator.
The Babylonian World presents an extensive, up-to-date and lavishly illustrated history of the ancient state Babylonia and its 'holy
city', Babylon. Historicized by the New Testament as a centre of decadence and corruption, Babylon and its surrounding region
was in fact a rich and complex civilization, responsible for the invention of the dictionary and laying the foundations of modern
science. This book explores all key aspects of the development of this ancient culture, including the ecology of the region and its
famously productive agriculture, its political and economic standing, its religious practices, and the achievements of its
intelligentsia. Comprehensive and accessible, this book will be an indispensable resource for anyone studying the period.
This book offers a proposal for the formation of oracles about Cush and Egypt in the book of Isaiah (chapters 18-20) within the
context of the development of a larger collection of foreign nations oracles in Isaiah 13-23.
Crime and punishment, criminal law and its administration, are areas of ancient history that have been explored less than many
other aspects of ancient civilizations. Throughout history women have been affected by crime both as victims and as offenders.
Yet, in the ancient world customary laws were created by men, formal laws were written by men, and both were interpreted and
enforced by men.
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