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High-stakes educational testing is a global phenomenon
which is increasing in both scale and importance.
Assessments are high-stakes when there are serious
consequences for one or more stakeholders. Historically,
tests have largely been used for selection or for
providing a ‘licence to practise’, making them highstakes for the test takers. Testing is now also used for
the purposes of improving standards of teaching and
learning and of holding schools accountable for their
students’ results. These tests then become high-stakes
for teachers and schools, especially when they have to
meet externally imposed targets. More recent has been
the emergence of international comparative testing,
which has become high-stakes for governments and
policy makers as their education systems are judged in
relation to the performances of other countries. In this
book we draw on research which examines each of
these uses of high-stakes testing. The articles evaluate
the impact of such assessments and explore the issues
of value and fairness which they raise. To underline the
international appeal of high-stakes testing the studies are
drawn from Australia, Africa, the Caribbean, Europe,
former Soviet republics and North America. Collectively
they illustrate the power of high-stakes assessment in
shaping, for better or for worse, policy making and
schooling. This book was originally published as a
special issue of Assessment in Education: Principles,
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Policy & Practice.
Publisher Description
Summative assessment has been a contentious issue in
educational circles for several decades, particularly highstakes assessment events which arise at various
junctures of the school cycle, especially those at the end
of it. The French Baccalaureat and English A-Levels and
their numerous clones throughout the francophone and
anglophone worlds are household names and represent
milestone events in people's lives, as their outcomes are
principal determinants of young people's future
prospects. These examinations are external--they are
devised, conducted and processed by agencies outside
the schools, usually ministerial examination units. As
such, they act as 'blind' arbiters of student achievement,
providing the proverbial 'level playing field' which
ensures the comparability of outcomes. In the pyramidal
school structures of yesteryear, examinations acted as
filters, regulating the progression of pupils to subsequent
tiers of formal education. Exit points occurred from
primary school level up, from where unsuccessful
candidates could enter the labour force and/or embark
on occupationally specific further education and training.
With the modernisation of the labour market and an everhigher social demand for access to higher levels of
formal education, the filtering function of examinations at
lower levels of schooling has been gradually eroded,
while burgeoning numbers of students at the upper
secondary level have brought about reforms that include
curricular diversification and sometimes radical
overhauls of terminating assessment systems (including
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the modification and, in some instances, abandonment of
external examinations). This edited volume brings
together the experiences of twenty examination systems
from around the world to show how these dynamic
entities have adapted over time to the changing context
of schooling. Following an introduction by Stephen P.
Heyneman of World Bank repute, there are sixteen
chapters presenting Country Case Studies, which have
been written up under common subheadings, thereby
highlighting the comparative nature of the work and
facilitating cross-referencing. The subsequent four
chapters elaborate on the theme of 'external
examinations beyond national borders', including a
contribution by the International Baccalaureate
Organisation. A defining feature of the work is the
attention it pays to what it calls the 'nuts and bolts' of
external examinations, from question-setting to grading
procedures. These are, it is argued, instrumental in
nurturing and maintaining public confidence in external
examinations. The book will be of immense value to
people involved in educational policy studies, especially
strategic educational planning, as well as those directly
concerned with formal assessment. The work has been
written to appeal to a wide audience of informed
persons--it is accessible to teachers and interested
laypeople, as well as to academics."
The research reported in Caught in the Act draws
together the insights gained from a continuous
professional development initiative for high school
mathematics teachers, teaching in low socio-economic
status and socially challenged environments in South
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Africa. The chapters show the possibilities for enhancing
achievement in school mathematics if a strength-based
approach is adopted to develop teaching with teachers
and when their concerns are taken seriously. The book
demonstrates that the ecological relevance – fitness for
the context in which teachers are teaching – of the
“goods” developed and distributed by initiatives should
be a major consideration to offer hope for sustainable
implementation to improve school mathematics
education. The book is of interest to mathematics
teachers, school leaders, mathematics curriculum
advisors, policy makers and researchers.
National Examination paper 2001, Crawford College
Preliminary Examination 2001, National Senior
Certificate 2001, National Senior Certificate 2000, Stepby-step solutions provided, Special hints and tips
included, Prepared by subject experts.
Emerging from the pioneering work of the African
Association for History Education (AHE-Afrika), Teaching
African History in Schools offers an original Africacentred contribution to existing research and debates in
the international field of history education.
Includes Publications received in terms of Copyright act no. 9
of 1916.
- This is the latest practice test to pass the 3I0-012 ACI
Dealing Certificate Exam. - It contains 740 Questions and
Answers. - All the questions are 100% valid and stable. - You
can reply on this practice test to pass the exam with a good
mark and in the first attempt.
Teachers’ Professional Development in Global Contexts:
Insights from Teacher Education compile international
research that explore the various educational perspectives on
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Teacher Education, analyze teaching and learning contexts,
and delve into teachers’ knowledge and beliefs to better
understand school practices. This volume intends to promote
scholarly discussions and contribute to find commonplaces in
the teaching profession.

These Proceedings represent the work of contributors to
the 14th European Conference on e-Learning, ECEL
2015, hosted this year by the University of Hertfordshire,
Hatfield, UK on 29-30 October 2015. The Conference
and Programme Co-Chairs are Pro-fessor Amanda
Jefferies and Dr Marija Cubric, both from the University
of Hertfordshire. The conference will be opened with a
keynote address by Professor Patrick McAndrew,
Director, Institute of Educational Tech-nology, Open
University, UK with a talk on "Innovating for learning:
designing for the future of education." On the second day
the keynote will be delivered by Professor John Traxler,
University of Wolverhampton, UK on the subject of
"Mobile Learning - No Longer Just e-Learning with
Mobiles." ECEL provides a valuable platform for
individuals to present their research findings, display
their work in progress and discuss conceptual advances
in many different branches of e-Learning. At the same
time, it provides an important opportunity for members of
the EL community to come together with peers, share
knowledge and exchange ideas. With an initial
submission of 169 abstracts, after the double blind, peer
review process there are 86 academic papers,16 Phd
Papers, 5 Work in Progress papers and 1 non academic
papers in these Conference Proceedings. These papers
reflect the truly global nature of research in the area with
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contributions from Algeria, Australia, Austria, Belgium,
Botswana, Canada, Chile, Cov-entry, Czech Republic,
Denmark, Egypt, England, Estonia, France, Germany,
Ireland, Japan, Kazakhstan, New Zealand, Nigeria,
Norway, Oman, Portugal, Republic of Kazakhstan,
Romania, Saudi Arabia, Scotland, Singapore, South
Africa, Sweden, the Czech Republic, Turkey, Uganda,
UK, United Arab Emirates, UK and USA, Zimbabwe. A
selection of papers - those agreed by a panel of
reviewers and the editor will be published in a special
conference edition of the EJEL (Electronic Journal of eLearning www.ejel.org ).
While South Africa has made significant improvements in
basic and tertiary education enrollment, the country still
suffers from significant challenges in the quality of
educational achievement by almost any international
metric. The paper finds that money is clearly not the
main issue since the South Africa’s education budget is
comparable to OECD countries as a percent of GDP and
exceeds that of most peer sub-Saharan African countries
in per capita terms. The main explanatory factors are
complex and multifaceted, and are associated with
insufficient subject knowledge of some teachers, history,
race, language, geographic location, and socio-economic
status. Low educational achievement contributes to low
productivity growth, and high levels of poverty,
unemployment, and inequality. Drawing on the literature,
the paper sketches some policy considerations to guide
the debate on what works and what does not.
The past ten years in South Africa has seen many
changes in education - the creation of a single
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department of education; common examinations for all
learners in public schools in the country, a new
outcomes based education curriculum which was
introduced to learners in the general education and
training phase since 1998 and will be introduced to the
further education and training phase from 2006. To
evaluate the success of these changes South African
researchers still use the indicator of student
achievement. The matriculation examination is the
visible, high profile and public performance indicator.
Every year parents, learners, teachers, researchers,
government officials, policymakers, and the general
public get involved in the debate around the matric
examination with the most frequently asked questions
being - Did the pass rate go up? Are standards
dropping? Are the results real or have they been
manipulated? How is our education system doing? Are
we meeting the development goals? What should the
matriculation examination of the future look like?
participants from government (national and provincial),
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