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In the years1815-1832, Britain came close to revolution. Fewer than twenty years separate the Battle of Waterloo from the passing of the
‘Great’ Reform Act but during this period Britain’s political elite was challenged as never before. In rising to that challenge, the political elite
attempted, with considerable success, to ensure that Britain engineered that most perilous of transitions, from a less complex and more
deferential society into a modern urban and industrial one, while avoding political revolution. In this extensively revised 2nd edition Evans
engages with a welter of new material and fresh interpretations. The book sheds light both on the challenges to existing political and social
authority and why those challenges were seen off. Evans examines: · The composition of Britain’s political elite and how this elite coped with
the problems thrown up by a society urbanising and modernising at an unprecedented rate. · How Britain reacted to the longer-term
implications of the French Revolution, including the development of a more cohesive national identity. · How the elite attempted to maintain
public order in this period – and with what success. · The extent of change in Britain’s political system brought about by political, religious
and administrative reforms Written in accessible style, with a rich collection of documents, chronology, glossary, a guide to further
reading,and a ‘Who’s Who’ which summarises the careers and contributions of the main figures, this new edition is essential for all those
interested in understanding Britain at this most crucial turning point in its history.
This is the most comprehensive and up-to-date synthesis of current research on the social conditions, experiences and reactions of working
people during the period 1750 - 1850.
Industrialization in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries inspired deep fears and divisions throughout England. The era's emergent factory
system disrupted traditional patterns and familiar ways of life. Male laborers feared the loss of meaningful work and status within their
communities and families. Condemning these transformations, Britain's male writers looked longingly to an idealized past. Its women writers,
however, were not so pessimistic about the future. As Susan Zlotnick argues in Women, Writing, and the Industrial Revolution, women writers
foresaw in the industrial revolution the prospect of real improvements. Zlotnick also examines the poetry and fiction produced by workingclass men and women. She includes texts written by the Chartists, the largest laboring-class movement in the early nineteenth century, as
well as those of the dialect tradition, the popular, commercial literature of the industrial working class after mid-century.
When discussing wages, historians have traditionally concentrated on the level of wages, much less on how people were paid for their work.
Important aspects were thus ignored such as how frequently were wages actually paid, how much of the wage was paid in non-monetary
form - whether as traditional perquisites or community relief - especially when there was often insufficient coinage available to pay wages.
Covering a wide geographical area, ranging from Spain to Finland, and time span, ranging from the sixteenth century to the 1930s, this
volume offers fresh perspectives on key areas in social and economic history such as the relationship between customs, moral economy,
wages and the market, changing pay and wage forms and the relationship between age, gender and wages.
The Landscape of Industry is an integrated study which establishes a method for the analysis of complex industrial landscapes. Based on a
study of the Ironbridge Gorge, the authors consider a range of material evidence, combining archaeological appraisal of the landscape with
analysis of its characteristic settlement patterns and built forms. The authors consider the shifting relationship between landscape and
industry. Industrialisation is itself shaped and constrained by the landscape in which it occurs, and the authors consider the interaction of
environment and industry as the accumulation of an inheritance which in each generation influences the course and content of future
development. The Landscape of Industry sets the agenda both for further study and for the integrated management of landscape resources.
Early Modern Conceptions of Property draws together distinguished academics from a variety of disciplines, including law, economics,
politics, art history, social history and literature, in order to consider fundamental issues of property in the early modern period. Presenting
diverse original historical and literary case studies in a sophisticated theoretical framework, it offers a challenge to conventional
interpretations.
Demonstrates how people reacted to poverty and highlights their coping strategies

This book provides an alternative approach to the history of social conflict, popular politics and plebeian culture in the early
modern period. Based on a close study of the Peak Country of Derbyshire c.1520–1770, it has implications for understandings of
class identity, popular culture, riot, custom and social relations. A detailed reconstruction of economic and social change within the
region is followed by an in-depth examination of the changing cultural meanings of custom, gender, locality, skill, literacy, orality
and magic. The local history of social conflict sheds light upon the nature of political engagement and the origins of early
capitalism. Important insights are offered into early modern social and gender identities, civil war allegiances, the appeal of radical
ideas and the making of the English working class. Above all, the book challenges the claim that early modern England was a
hierarchical, 'pre-class' society.
Offers a synthesis and critical evaluation of current and recent debates in modern British social and labour history. Issues of
change, continuity, class, gender and difference, and the overall place and role of labour in modern British society constitute the
central concerns of the book. The author takes issue with recent linguistic and liberal turns, vigorously making the case for the
centrality of class and change to modern history. A selection of documents illustrates the main themes of the book.
In this wide-ranging history of modern Britain, Eric Evans surveys every aspect of the period in which Britain was transformed into
the world's first industrial power. By the end of the nineteenth century, Britain was still ruled by wealthy landowners, but the world
over which they presided had been utterly transformed. It was an era of revolutionary change unparalleled in Britain - yet that
change was achieved without political revolution. Ranging across the developing empire, and dealing with such central institutions
as the church, education, health, finance and rural and urban life, The Shaping of Modern Britain provides an unparallelled
account of Britain's rise to superpower status. Particular attention is given to the Great Reform Act of 1832, and the implications of
the 1867 Reform Act are assessed. The book discusses: - the growing role of the central state in domestic policy making - the
emergence of the Labour party - the Great Depression - the acquisition of a vast territorial empire Comprehensive, informed and
engagingly written, The Shaping of Modern Britain will be an invaluable introduction for students of this key period of British
history.
Enormously rich and wide-ranging, The Routledge Companion to Britain in the Eighteenth Century brings together, in one handy
reference, a wide range of essential information on the major aspects of eighteenth century British history. The information
included is chronological, statistical, tabular and bibliographical, and the book begins with the eighteenth century political system
before going on to cover foreign affairs and the empire, the major military and naval campaigns, law and order, religion, economic
and financial advances, and social and cultural history. Key features of this user-friendly volume include: wide-ranging political
chronologies major wars and rebellions key treaties and their terms chronologies of religious events approximately 500
biographies of leading figures essential data on population, output and trade a detailed glossary of terms a comprehensive cultural
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and intellectual chronology set out in tabular form a uniquely detailed and comprehensive topic bibliography. All those studying or
teaching eighteenth century British history will find this concise volume an indispensable resource for use and reference.
The European Women's History Reader is a fascinating collection of seminal articles and extracts, exploring the social, economic,
religious and political history of women across Europe since the late eighteenth century. This ambitious volume is arranged into
four chronological sections all with their own introductions, which provide context for the chapters that follow. The collection also
includes a useful general introduction, which makes the articles accessible to students and helps to define this increasingly
important area of study.
The three volumes of A History of the Peoples of the British Isles weave together the histories of England, Ireland, Scotland, and
Wales and their peoples.The authors trace the course of social, economic, cultural and political history from prehistoric times to the
present, analyzing the relationships, differences and similarities of the four areas. Volume II focuses on the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries and its main themes are:* the formation of the British nation-state* the spread of English cultural influence
and political power throughout the Briti
The purpose of this collection is to bring together representative examples of the most recent work that is taking an understanding
of children and childhood in new directions. The two key overarching themes are diversity: social, economic, geographical, and
cultural; and agency: the need to see children in industrial England as participants - even protagonists - in the process of historical
change, not simply as passive recipients or victims. Contributors address such crucial subjects as the varied experience of work;
poverty and apprenticeship; institutional care; the political voice of children; child sexual abuse; and children and education. This
volume, therefore, includes some of the best, innovative work on the history of children and childhood currently being written by
both younger and established scholars.
One of the biggest debates in economic history deals with the Great Divergence. How can we explain that at a certain moment in time (the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries) a certain part of the world (the West) escaped from general poverty and became much richer than it had
ever been before and than the rest of the world? Many prominent scholars discussed this question and came up with many different answers.
This book provides a systematic analysis of the most important of those answers by means of an analysis of possible explanations in terms of
natural resources, labour, capital, the division of labour and market exchange, accumulation and innovation, and as potential underlying
determining factors institutions and culture. The author juxtaposes the views of economists / social scientists and of global historians and
systematically compares Great Britain and China to illustrate his position. He qualifies the importance of natural resources, accumulation and
the extension of markets, points at the importance of factor prices and changes in consumption and emphasizes the role of innovation,
institutions – in particular an active developmental state – and culture.
Places the British Industrial Revolution in global context, providing a fresh perspective on the relationship between technology and society.
This volume is based on a session at a 2005 Society for Historical Archaeology meeting. The organizers assembled historical archaeologists
from the UK and the US, whose work arises out of differing intellectual traditions. The authors exchange ideas about what their colleagues
have written, and construct dialogues about theories and practices that inform interpretive archaeology on either side of the Atlantic, ending
with commentary by two well-known names in interpretive archaeology.
Prowess--extraordinary skill and ability, especially in sports--has always been important to Americans, even in the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries. Nancy L. Struna explores the significance, meaning, and structure of competitive matches and displays of physical
prowess for both men and women in colonial culture. Engrossingly written for the general reader as well as sport and leisure historians,
People of Prowess is a pioneering work that explores a rarely examined area of colonial history and society.
Factory Lives contains four works of great importance in the field of nineteenth-century working-class autobiography: John Brown’s A Memoir
of Robert Blincoe; William Dodd’s A Narrative of the Experience and Sufferings of William Dodd; Ellen Johnston’s “Autobiography”; and
James Myles’s Chapters in the Life of a Dundee Factory Boy. This Broadview edition also includes a remarkably rich selection of historical
documents that provide context for these works. Appendices include contemporary responses to the autobiographies, debates on factory
legislation, transcripts of testimony given before parliamentary committees on child labour, and excerpts from literary works on factory life by
Harriet Martineau, Frances Trollope, and Elizabeth Barrett Browning, among others.
Over the last 200 years Britain has witnessed profound changes in the nature and extent of state welfare. Drawing on the latest historical and
social science research The Origins of the British Welfare State looks at the main developments in the history of social welfare provision in
this period. It looks at the nature of problems facing British society in the late-eighteenth and early-nineteenth centuries and shows how these
provided the foundation for the growth of both statutory and welfare provision in the areas of health, housing, education and the relief of
poverty. It also examines the role played by the Liberal government of 1906-14 in reshaping the boundaries of public welfare provision and
shows how the momentous changes associated with the First and Second World Wars paved the way for the creation of the 'classic' welfare
state after 1945. This comprehensive and broad-ranging yet accessible account encourages the reader to question the 'inevitability' of
present-day arrangements and provides an important framework for comparative analysis. It will be essential reading for all concerned with
social policy, British social history and public policy.
The use of child workers was widespread in textile manufacturing by the late eighteenth century. A particularly vital supply of child workers
was via the parish apprenticeship trade, whereby pauper children could move from the 'care' of poor law officialdom to the 'care' of early
industrial textile entrepreneurs. This study is the first to examine in detail both the process and experience of parish factory apprenticeship,
and to illuminate the role played by children in early industrial expansion. It challenges prevailing notions of exploitation which permeate
historical discussion of the early labour force and questions both the readiness with which parishes 'offloaded' large numbers of their poor
children to distant factories, and the harsh discipline assumed to have been universal among early factory masters. Finally the author
explores the way in which parish apprentices were used to construct a gendered labour force. Dr Honeyman's book is a major contribution to
studies in child labour and to the broader social, economic, and business history of the late-eighteenth and early-nineteenth centuries.
The range of women's work and its contribution to the family economy studied here for the first time.
This detailed 1996 study contributes to an expanding field of interest: the social history of industrial employers. Using previously untapped
primary sources, Organised Capital explores the emergence of employers' organisations in northern England and analyses their policies
during the heyday of collective activity. Arthur McIvor evaluates the impact of trade unionism, state intervention, war, economic recession and
changing product markets on these organisations, charting their role and patterns of growth. He challenges notions of a monolithic employer
group and crude economic determinism, while also rejecting 'revisionist' accounts of weak and ineffective employers. Instead, he reaches a
more balanced appraisal of these institutions' role in capital-labour relations and the pursuit of employers' class interests. This book will be of
interest both to historians and to students of industrial relations.
An introductory text on economic development during Britain's Industrial Revolution. It considers the significance and scale of changes and
provides a concise overview of the state of current research on this key period.
This 1989 analysis of the urban trades of eighteenth-century France lays the foundations for studies of the workshop economy in modern
European history.
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From his early economic works on, Marx conceived the labour of any kind of society as a set of production activities and analysed the
historical modes of production as specific ways of distributing and exchanging these activities. Political economy on the contrary considers
the labour only under the form of its product, and the exchange of products as commodities as the unique form of social labour exchange. For
Marx, insofar as the labour creating value represents a specific mode of exchanging the society's living labour, general and abstract labour
cannot not only be defined as the substance or measure unit of the commodity, as in Smith or Ricardo, but foremost as an expense of living
labour, i.e. of nerves, muscles, brain, etc. Hence the twofold nature of living labour, as a concrete activity producing a use value and an
expense of human labour in general producing exchange value. Marx himself claimed that this twofold nature of labour creating value was its
main and most important contribution to economic science. This book aims at showing how both determines the original categories and
economic laws in Capital and constitutes the profound innerspring of Marx's critique of political economy. The role and function of living
labour is highlighted by dealing with the difference between Marx and Classics' theories of labour value; money and the problems of its
integration in economic analysis, especially in Keynes; the transition from feudalism to capitalism; the theory of capital through a discussion
on the Cambridge controversy and the transformation problem; the labour process and the principles of labour management; unemployment
and overpopulation; the formulas of capital in the history of economic thought; finally, an interpretation of the current crisis based on Marx's
conception of overaccumulation and speculation after having distinguished it from underconsumption and stagnation theories of crises.
Boyd Hilton examines the changes in politics and society in the years 1783-1846, showing how the raffish and rakish style of eighteenthcentury society, having reached a peak in the Regency, then succumbed to the new norms of respectability popularly known as 'Victorianism'.
First published in 1995. The essays in this volume demonstrate how Victorian women took up various positions along a continuum that
ranged from the desire of Shelley’s creature for the power and acceptance it associated with the house to the rejection of Brontë’s heroine
of the immobility and powerlessness she ultimately experienced there. More specifically the essays in this volume explore the nature of the
Victorian woman’s domestic relations by centring in one activity that most informed her place in what was often the father’s house:
housekeeping. The essays in this edition determine how writers, especially novelists, both male and female, used housekeeping to construct,
reconstruct, represent, and inscribe the female self and condition. This title will be of interest to students of history and literature.
A key component of social life, discourse mediates the processes of class formation and social conflict. Drawing on dialogic theory and
building on the work of E. P. Thompson, Marc W. Steinberg argues for the importance of incorporating discursive analysis into the historical
reconstruction of class experience. Amending models of collective action, he offers new insights on how discourse shapes the dynamics of
popular protest. To support his thesis, he presents studies of two English trade groups in the 1820s: cotton spinners from Lancashire factory
towns and London silk weavers. For each case, Steinberg closely examines the labor process, industrial organization, social life, community
politics, discursive struggles, and collective actions. By describing how workers shared experiences of exploitation and oppression in their
daily lives, he shows how discourses of contention were products of struggle and how they framed possibilities for collective action.
Embracing work in literary theory, sociocultural psychology, and cultural studies, Fighting Words claims a middle ground between postmodern
and materialist analyses.
In The Poverty of Planning, Benno Engels examines the factors that contributed to the rejection of urban planning in nineteenth-century
England.
The cotton industry was the first large-scale factory system to emerge during the industrial revolution, and as such there were no set business
practices for employers or employees to follow in the organisation of the shop floor. In this book, Janet Greenlees argues that this situation
provided workers in both Britain and the United States with a unique opportunity to influence decisions about work patterns and conditions of
labour, and to set the precedent for industries that were to follow. Furthermore, data relating to the mass employment of women in the cotton
industries, is used to challenge many of the tacit assumptions of women's passivity as workers that pervade the current literature.
Labour and the Wage: A Critical Perspective offers a new perspective on why labour law struggles to respond to problems such as low pay
and under-inclusive employment. A Marxian-inspired ontological approach sheds new light on the role of labour law in a capitalist economy
and on the limitations and potential of labour law when it comes to bringing about social change. It illustrates this through the lens of the
wage. The book develops a legal genealogy that explores the shifting portfolio of concepts through which the wage has been conceptualized
in legal discourse as capitalism has developed. This exploration spans from the Norman Conquest to the present day, and covers diverse
issues such as the decasualization of the docks, sweated labour, the truck system, tax-credits, tips, and minimum wages. Labour and the
Wage provides one of the most in-depth and comprehensive analyses of the wage to date, while, at the same time, shedding new light on the
contradictory role, or function, of labour law in the context of capitalism.
In this hugely ambitious history of Britain, Eric Evans surveys every aspect of the period in which the country was transformed into the
world’s first industrial power. This was an era of revolutionary change unparalleled in Britain, yet one in which transformation was achieved
without political revolution. The unique combination of transition and revolution is a major theme in the book, which ranges across the
embryonic empire, the Church, education, health, finance, and rural and urban life. Evans gives particular attention to the Great Reform Act of
1832. The Third Edition includes an entirely new introductory chapter, and is illustrated for the first time.
This compact and accessible reference work provides all the essential facts and figures about major aspects of modern British history from
the death of Queen Anne to the end of the 1990s. The Longman Handbook of Modern British History has been extended to include a fullyrevised bibliography (reflecting the wealth of newly published material in recent years), the new statistics on social and economic history and
an expanded glossary of terms. The political chronologies have been revised to include the electoral defeat of John Major and the record of
New Labour in office. Designed for the student and general reader, this highly-successful handbook provides a wealth of varied data within
the confines of a single volume.
The concept of time is salient to all human affairs and can be understood in a variety of different ways. This pioneering collection is the first
comprehensive survey of time and archaeology. It includes chapters from a broad, international range of contributors, which combine
theoretical and empirical material. They illustrate and explore the diversity of archaeological approaches to time.
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