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Freemasonry... ""a beautiful system of morality, veiled in allegory and illustrated
by symbols;"" and seen by many outside the fraternity to be shielded in mystery
and intrigue. Members have been presidents and kings, the famous and
infamous, men, and yes, even a few women. Like everyone, they all have stories.
Some have lived their lives in the relative obscurity of the workaday world. Others
have, in a very real sense, saved the world. In the spectrum in between are a
host of experiences and facts reminiscent of the Believe It Or Not series. Inside
the covers of this volume you'll learn about the interesting, the unusual and even
the strange events that have surrounded Freemasons' lives. Find out:
Freemasons: their stories are interesting, sometimes unbelievable, sometimes a
little weird, but never dull. Get the full picture in this trip through the tales from the
craft.
The first in-depth study of the Freemasons during the Civil War From first-person
accounts culled from regimental histories, diaries, and letters, Michael A.
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Halleran has constructed an overview of 19th-century American freemasonry.
The author examines carefully the major Masonic stories from the Civil War, in
particular the myth that Confederate Lewis A. Armistead made the Masonic sign
of distress as he lay dying at the high-water mark of Pickett's charge at
Gettysburg.
An exploration of Freemasonry and its history, philosophy, symbols and
practices.
'Goodly Heritage' by Dwight L. Smith is the most comprehensive historical
account ever written about the Freemasons in the state of Indiana. It was
originally published in 1968 in conjunction with the 150th anniversary of the
January 1818 founding of the Grand Lodge of Indiana F&AM in Madison, and is
widely considered to be the most authoritative historical reference work for the
state's fraternity. It contains a wealth of early photographs of historic lodges and
influential men within the Masonic community, along with exhaustive reference
lists of lodges, grand lodge officers, and more. This facsimile reprint edition was
authorized in 2018 in conjunction with the Grand Lodge's Bicentennial
celebration and through the assistance of the Masonic Library and Museum of
Indiana, Inc.
The term "Western esotericism" refers to a wide range of spiritual currents
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including alchemy, Hermeticism, Kabbala, Rosicrucianism, and Christian
theosophy, as well as several practical forms of esotericism like cartomancy,
geomancy, necromancy, alchemy, astrology, herbalism, and magic. The early
presence of esotericism in North America has not been much studied, and even
less so the indebtedness to esotericism of some major American literary figures.
In this book, Arthur Versluis breaks new ground, showing that many writers of the
so-called American Renaissance drew extensively on and were inspired by
Western esoteric currents.
An ambitious, original work, The Politics of Sociability is Stefan-Ludwig Hoffmann's exploration
of the social and political significance of Freemasonry in German history. Drawing on de
Tocqueville's theory that without civic virtue there is no civil society, and that civic virtue unfolds
only through the social interaction between citizens, Hoffmann examines the critical link
between Freemasonry and the evolution of German civil society in the late nineteenth century.
The practice of Masonic sociability reflected an enlightened belief in the political significance of
moral virtue for civil society, indeed, for humanity. Freemasons' self-image as civilizing agents,
acting in good faith and with the unimpeachable idea of universal brotherhood, was
contradicted not only by their heightened sense of exclusivity; Freemasons unintentionally
exacerbated nineteenth-century political conflicts---for example, between liberals and
Catholics, or Germans and French---by employing a universalist language. Using a wealth of
archival sources previously unavailable, Stefan-Ludwig Hoffmann shows how Freemasonry
Page 3/15

Read PDF Exploring Early Grand Lodge Freemasonry Studies In Honor Of
The Tricentennial Of The Establishment Of The Grand Lodge Of England
became a social refuge for elevated and liberal-minded bourgeois men who felt attracted to its
secret rituals and moral teachings. German Freemasons sought to reform self and society but,
Hoffmann argues, ultimately failed to balance modern politics with a cosmopolitan ethos.
Hoffmann illuminates a capacious history of the political effects of Enlightenment concepts and
practices in a century marked by nationalism, social discord, and religious conflict. StefanLudwig Hoffmann is Assistant Professor of Modern History at Ruhr-University Bochum. The
German edition of this book, Die Politik der Geselligkeit: Freimaurerlogen in der deutschen
Bürgergesellschaft, 1840-1918 (Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 2000), won the Association of
German Historians' 2002 Hedwig Hintze Prize for Best First Book. Tom Lampert was born in
Boston in 1962 and grew up in northern California. He received a BA in political science from
Stanford University (1986) and a PhD in government from Cornell (1998). His book, Ein
einziges Leben (Hanser Verlag 2001) was published as One Life by Harcourt in 2004, which
he translated himself. Lampert has worked as a freelance translator since 1998. He currently
lives in Bad Kreuznach, Germany. Cover Image: Monument of the Battle of the Nations in
Leipzig, erected between 1898 and 1913 by German Freemasons, Barbarossa-Head by
Christian Behrens, located next to the stairs leading to the monument. The German mythical
figure of the Kaiser Barbarossa is depicted as a sphinx, which in Masonic symbolism protects
the Masonic secret from profanation. Courtesy of the Deutsche Bücherei, Leipzig. "This is an
exemplary study of the role of Freemasonry in the German Bürgergesellschaft (civil society) of
the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, concise, comprehensive, and well written. It
combines social profiling with a careful examination of contemporary concepts in a long-term
diachronic study, based on an impressive amount of primary material. . . . Hoffmann's
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empirically and methodologically convincing study is not only a major contribution to our
understanding of Freemasonry in the German Bürgergesellschaft. It also reflects the complex
social and political transformation of German society in the nineteenth century and the
difficulties contemporaries faced in responding to it." ---German History "Hoffmann's arguments
are theoretically informed, supported by a wealth of archival sources. . . . Indeed, in many
ways this is the best combination of painstaking social history and well-argued
Begriffsgeschichte (conceptual history). . . . One of the great virtues of this book is that
Hoffmann does not shy away from the contradictions in the Freemasons' rhetoric and actions.
Such contradictions, in fact, are key to the Mason's importance, because they force us to
rethink some of our assumptions about Imperial Germany. . . . This is an important book that
encourages us to rethink many of our characterizations of the German Kaiserreich and our
assumptions about civil society." ---Central European History "Based on a rich variety of
sources. . . . Hoffmann explores the evolving relationship between Freemasonry and the
monarchy, state, and church, and he also scrutinizes the internal practices and discourse of
these notoriously secretive and cosmopolitan societies. . . . Hoffmann engages fruitfully with a
wide historiography covering themes such as masculinity and racism, he dissects the complex
attitude of Freemasonry to Jews and Catholics, and he scrutinizes the attacks of its
conservative, clerical, and antisemitic critics." ---Journal of Modern History
They built some of the first communal structures on the empire's frontiers. The empire's most
powerful proconsuls sought entrance into their lodges. Their public rituals drew dense crowds
from Montreal to Madras. The Ancient Free and Accepted Masons were quintessential builders
of empire, argues Jessica Harland-Jacobs. In this first study of the relationship between
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Freemasonry and British imperialism, Harland-Jacobs takes readers on a journey across two
centuries and five continents, demonstrating that from the moment it left Britain's shores,
Freemasonry proved central to the building and cohesion of the British Empire. The
organization formally emerged in 1717 as a fraternity identified with the ideals of Enlightenment
cosmopolitanism, such as universal brotherhood, sociability, tolerance, and benevolence. As
Freemasonry spread to Europe, the Americas, Asia, Australasia, and Africa, the group's claims
of cosmopolitan brotherhood were put to the test. Harland-Jacobs examines the brotherhood's
role in diverse colonial settings and the impact of the empire on the brotherhood; in the
process, she addresses issues of globalization, supranational identities, imperial power,
fraternalism, and masculinity. By tracking an important, identifiable institution across the wide
chronological and geographical expanse of the British Empire, Builders of Empire makes a
significant contribution to transnational history as well as the history of the Freemasons and
imperial Britain.
In Freemasonry in Context: History, Ritual, Controversy editors Arturo de Hoyos and S. Brent
Morris feature work by renowned Masonic scholars. Essays explore the rich and often
controversial events that comprise the cultural and social history of Freemasonry.
A collection of scholarly studies examining the cultural history of Freemasonry during the
decades following the establishment of the Grand Lodge of England in 1717.
DISCOVER THE SECRETIVE BROTHERHOOD BEHIND DAN BROWN'S THE LOST
SYMBOL Freemason influence on the founding of Washington, D.C., is evident throughout the
city's buildings, statues and monuments--but it's written in coded symbols that few people
understand. Dan Brown's new thriller sends symbologist detective Robert Langdon through the
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capital to unravel its Masonic secrets. Now in Deciphering The Lost Symbol, Freemason expert
Christopher L. Hodapp compares each clue and plot twist in Brown's story to the true facts.
*Discover the meaning of "The Lost Word" *Decode Masonic and alchemical symbolism
*Explore the innermost rooms of Masonic lodges and temples *Visit the restricted area of the
U.S. Capitol and other landmarks *Uncover secret patterns in Washington, D.C.'s maps and
monuments *Crack the codes buried in The Lost Symbol's artwork and puzzles

To mainstream society, the fraternity of Freemasons is still often misunderstood
even after the purpose of its existence has been publically known since the
transition of the Freemasons from the operative science to the speculative in the
early 16th century. Though enlightenment of the individual is the purpose of
Freemasonry through the conveyance of certain philosophical truths through
masonic ritual, discussions within the trust of Brotherhood, all guided by the
moral law followed by each individual Mason, there lies immediately outside the
doors of a regularly constituted Lodge an undermining existence of fraud,
deception, and abuse. It knocks from the outside, unworthy to enter and instead
of placing itself in a proper manner to enter, this force takes the shape of a leech.
It lies on the surface of Freemasonry, hidden often in plain sight, and attempts to
perpetuate its existence from the lifeblood of the Fraternity, its fellowship, its
enlightenment, and its benevolence towards other members that has a residual
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positive effect on humanity. There are many reasons that spuriously practiced
Freemasonry exists. The elements that are found in every civilization, in every
culture and subculture, are those features that have spurned the existence of this
fraud to which hundreds of men around the world, more specifically in the United
States, fall victim to each month, and have since the late 1800's. Ego, pride,
denial, and mistrust, the necessary assistants to the growth of negative
empowerment of the individual, is the engine that inspires the pursuit to own the
representation of an honorable status, even if it means the desired attributes
must be stolen rather than earned. Cultural isolation as a product of the inability
to investigate and appreciate the differences between various cultures due to
either prejudicial beliefs or a fear of understanding the previously unknown, has
perpetuated denial of universally accepted ancient truths and the modern laws
that protect the integrity of the institution. Misapplications and misunderstandings
of masonic terms that describe aspects regarding the application of inclusion or
exclusion, also contribute to the mass confusion as to who are actually legal
Freemasons, and who are fraudulent Freemasons. It becomes necessary to
examine from a 21st century perspective in an effort to garner proper context,
using both qualitative and quantitative research, to answer many questions that
are needed to protect the public from becoming victims of this unregulated
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practices presuming itself to be legal Freemasonry, and to gain an updated
universal understanding for members within the Fraternity. Exactly what defines a
mason, lodge or grand lodge to be spurious? How does the term spurious, or
bogus, relate to the definition of a clandestine mason, ritually and
organizationally? What is irregular and regular Freemasonry? What are the
impacts of unregulated Masonic practices presenting itself as lawfully practiced
Freemasonry both culturally and financially? What laws have existed nationally
and internationally, and what laws still need to be pursued and established, to
protect the integrity of the Fraternity for future generations to enjoy? In this book,
we will explore all of these questions from the most factual stance, disseminating
fact from fiction, and logically drawn conclusions with supported evidence from
emotionally based conclusions drawn from associative knowledge. We will
explore the research of many respected Masonic scholars and establish from
whence they have brought the Fraternity, to where Masons can collectively head
to ensure the integrity of the institution will morally progress into infinity.
With over four million members worldwide, and two million in the U.S.,
Freemasonry is the largest fraternal organization in the world. Published in
conjunction with the National Heritage Museum, this extravagantly illustrated
volume offers an overview of Freemasonry’s origins in seventeenth-century
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Scotland and England before exploring its evolving role in American history, from
the Revolution through the labor and civil rights movements, and into the twentyfirst century. American Freemasons explores some of the causes for the rise and
fall of membership in the fraternity and why it has attracted men in such large
numbers for centuries. American Freemasons is the perfect introduction to
understanding a society that, while shrouded in mystery, has played an integral
role in the lives and communities of millions of Americans. Copublished with the
National Heritage Museum
An exploration of how modern Freemasonry enabled Isaac Newton and his likeminded contemporaries to flourish • Shows that Freemasonry, as a mystical
order, was conceived as something new--an amalgam of alchemy and science
that had little to do with operative Freemasonry • Reveals how Newton and his
friends crafted this “speculative,” symbolic Freemasonry as a model for the
future of England • Connects Rosslyn Chapel, Henry Sinclair, and the Invisible
College to Newton and his role in 17th-century Freemasonry Freemasonry, as a
fraternal order of scientists and philosophers, emerged in the 17th century and
represented something new--an amalgam of alchemy and science that allowed
the creative genius of Isaac Newton and his contemporaries to flourish. In Isaac
Newton’s Freemasonry, Alain Bauer presents the swirl of historical, sociological,
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and religious influences that sparked the spiritual ferment and transformation of
that time. His research shows that Freemasonry represented a crossroads
between science and spirituality and became the vehicle for promoting spiritual
and intellectual egalitarianism. Isaac Newton was seminal in the “invention” of
this new form of Freemasonry, which allowed Newton and other like-minded
associates to free themselves of the church’s monopoly on the intellectual milieu
of the time. This form of Freemasonry created an ideological blueprint that sought
to move England beyond the civil wars generated by its religious conflicts to a
society with scientific progress as its foundation and standard. The “science” of
these men was rooted in the Hermetic tradition and included alchemy and even
elements of magic. Yet, in contrast to the endless reinterpretations of church
doctrine that fueled the conflicts ravaging England, this new society of Accepted
Freemasons provided an intellectual haven and creative crucible for scientific and
political progress. This book reveals the connections of Rosslyn Chapel, Henry
Sinclair, and the Invisible College to Newton’s role in 17th-century Freemasonry
and opens unexplored trails into the history of Freemasonry in Europe.
Fascinated by Freemasons? Freemasons For Dummies is the internationally bestselling introduction to the Masons, the oldest and largest "secret society" in the
world. This balanced, eye-opening guide demystifies Freemasonry, explaining
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everything from its elaborate rituals and cryptic rites, to its curious symbols and
their meanings. Find out what goes on in a Masonic meeting. You'll understand
the true purposes of Masonic "secrecy" and philosophy, meet famous Masons
throughout history, and discover related organizations like the Knights Templar,
the Scottish Rite, Order of the Eastern Star, and the Shriners. Explore the
controversies and conspiracy theories that swirl around this organization at the
center of Dan Brown's novel The Lost Symbol, and discover the changes coming
to the Craft.
A detailed examination of the Masonic order at all levels in the nation's capital
from its founding to the twentieth century.
Dr. Albert G. Mackey appears as author of this " Encyclopedia of Freemasonry and its
Kindred Sciences," which, being a library in inself, superseded most of the Masonic
works which have been tolerated by the craft — chiefly because none better could be
obtained. Here is a work which fulfils the hope which sustained the author through ten
years' literary labor, that, under one cover he "would furnish every Mason who might
consult its pages the means of acquiring a knowledge of all matters connected with the
science, the philosophy, and the history of his order." Up to the present time the
modern literature of Freemasonry has been diffuse, lumbering, unreliable, and, out of
all reasonable proportions. There is, in Mackey's "Encyclopaedia of Masonry," well
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digested, well arranged, and confined within reasonable limits, all that a Mason can
desire to find in a book exclusively devoted to the history, the arts, science, and
literature of Masonry. This is volume one out of four and covering the letters A to C.
Jonathan Belcher (1681/2-1757) of Cambridge, Massachusetts, the son of Andrew
Belcher, a prosperous shipping merchant, traveled extensively in Europe, became
possibly the first American-born Freemason and Royal Governor of Massachusetts and
New Hampshire in 1730. His grandfather, Andrew (1617?-1673?), the son of Thomas
(d. 1618) and Anne Solme of London and Sandon, Essex, England, emigrated to
Sudbury, Massachusetts about 1638 and married Elizabeth Danforth in 1639. Includes
brief biographies of persons mentioned in the history and references to the
Massachusetts Historical Society's Belcher Papers.
Considered by many to be the magazine of record for ancient mysteries, unexplained
anomalies, and future science, Atlantis Rising® provides some of the most astounding
reading to be found anywhere. Editor J. Douglas Kenyon has culled from the pages of
Atlantis Rising® magazine this collection of 36 concise and well-illustrated articles by
world-class researchers and authors such as Andrew Collins, Philip Coppens, William
Henry, Frank Joseph, Robert M. Schoch, and many others, who offer thought-provoking
insights on a variety of topics that challenge conventional wisdom. In these pages the
latest discoveries and theories on the controversial subjects are explored and even
more provocative questions are raised. What emerges is a fascinating case in support
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of a much greater antiquity for civilization, a well-reasoned argument for the existence
of advanced technologies in prehistory, and the revelation of secret forces that have
been at work throughout time and are still present today.
This volume brings together historians of imperialism and race, travel and modernity,
Islam and India, the Pacific and the Atlantic to show how a 'transnational' approach to
history offers fresh insights into the past. Transnational history is a form of scholarship
that has been revolutionising our understanding of history in the last decade. With a
focus on interconnectedness across national borders of ideas, events, technologies and
individual lives, it moves beyond the national frames of analysis that so often blinker
and restrict our understanding of the past. Many of the essays also show how expertise
in 'Australian history' can contribute to and benefit from new transnational approaches
to history. Through an examination of such diverse subjects as film, modernity,
immigration, politics and romance, Connected Worlds weaves an historical matrix which
transports the reader beyond the local into a realm which re-defines the meaning of
humanity in all its complexity. Contributors include Tony Ballantyne, Desley Deacon,
John Fitzgerald, Patrick Wolfe and Angela Woollacott.
"The Hibiscus Masonic Review" is an annual international journal of the historical,
sociological, philosophical, and cultural background of Freemasonry and its intellectual
and societal impact on trends in critical thought. It combines the latest historical
research on Freemasonry with articles exploring the many trends of intellectual though
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that are reflected in its rituals and its traditions. It is unique in its thorough exploration of
the cultural background of freemasonry from many viewpoints.
The Masonic Tour Guide has returned! This volume features incredible Masonic events held
every year that no Freemason should miss, reveals never before-seen details on records that
our fraternity has set, and provides exclusive information on the programs available to our
members to develop, improve and lead The Craft. No resource to date has provided this level
of detail on the sights and services of Freemasonry! Readers of the Masonic Tour Guide will
discover the answer to even more of the fraternity's greatest questions: - Where are the world's
largest square and compasses? (Page 44) - What is a ""Socrates Cafe"" and how can I start
one in my lodge? (Page 66) - Which beautiful Masonic temple can I explore from my couch?
(Page 42) - How can I improve myself in Masonry? (Pages 55-75) - When were the most
degrees ever conferred? (Page 47) - Who presents an award for entertaining widows and
orphans? (Page 13)
Jack the Ripper is a gothic tale of Victorian conspiracies, the supernatural, secret societies and
the police. Scotland Yard hunted a serial killer shrouded in politics as the mutilator of East End
prostitutes infused pop culture with demonic horror. This book uses historic sources and rare
official reports to reveal dark and supernatural aspects of the Ripper case.
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