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Hong Kong under British rule was a prime example
of exceptionalism in many aspects — economic,
political, and even social. It was governed under a
colonial structure and yet had enjoyed a large
degree of social and economic freedom, as well as
fiscal self-sufficiency and autonomy from London.
After returning to Chinese rule in 1997, Hong Kong
has continued to thrive as a relatively resilient citystate still known for efficiency and effectiveness
despite tensions and scepticism about its political
future. This book carries decades of academic
observations and the author’s personal political
experience. It reviews and reflects on the past
trajectory of governance and administration,
identifying strengths and capabilities as well as
constraints and vulnerabilities of Hong Kong as a
polity and society, while charting its course of
‘exceptionalism’ within a new context and under
changing conditions. As this book concludes, the
exceptionalism of Hong Kong not only hinges on
institutional arrangements and historical inheritance
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day.
********************************************************* “…
This is a text for deep reading, reflection, and
deliberation.” – Professor LUI Tai-lok Chair
Professor of Hong Kong Studies, Director of the
Academy of Hong Kong Studies, Director of the
Centre for Greater China Studies, and Former Vice
President (Research & Development) at The
Education University of Hong Kong “… a gem …
whatever your political stand is, you have to admire
Professor Cheung’s thorough observations and
profound ideas on what made this city tick…” – Mr
LAM Woon-kwong Former Secretary for the Civil
Service and Secretary for Home Affairs, and Former
Convenor of Non-Official Members of the Executive
Council (2012–2017) “… a compelling addition to the
literature on Hong Kong.” – Professor Darryl S.L.
JARVIS Professor and former Head of the
Department of Asian and Policy Studies at The
Education University of Hong Kong
In The Right to Rule: American Exceptionalism and
the Coming Multipolar World Order, Hugh De Santis
explores the evolution of American exceptionalism
and its effect on the nation’s relations with the
external world. De Santis argues that the self-image
of an exceptional, providentially blessed society
unlike any other is a myth that pays too little heed to
the history that shaped America’s emergence,
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including its core beliefs and values, which are
Security
inheritances from seventeenth-century England.
From the republic’s founding to its rise as the
world’s preeminent power, American exceptionalism
has underpinned the nation’s foreign policy, but it
has become an anachronism in the twenty-first
century. De Santis argues that, in the emerging
multipolar world order, the United States will be one
of several powers that determine the structure and
rules of international politics, rather than the sole
arbiter.
The term 'the West' is commonly used in politics, the
media, and in the academic world. To date, our idea
of 'the West' has been largely assumed and
effective, but has not been examined in detail. Uses
of 'the West' critically evaluates what 'the West'
does, and how the idea is being used in everyday
political practice.
The publication of Alexis de Tocqueville’s
Democracy in America has kindled interest across
disciplines to appraise the exceptional nature of U.S.
activities. In general, however, all the published
works have not focused their analyses from an
economic point of view. While economics was for
some a “dismal science” following Thomas
Carlyle’s characterization of Malthus’ demographic
model, it has increasingly become the “queen of the
social sciences” for more practitioners. The book fills
a gap in the literature by describing the American
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contributors as precursors and genuinely exceptional
Security
economists. We present their works within the state
of the nation in which they advance their discipline.
One is treated to both qualitative and quantitative
theories in the opening chapter. Budding theories
that became established theories of Economics and
Finance are investigated in Chapters II and III. When
President John Adams was confronted with M.
Turgot’s criticisms of the American government, he
resorted to a historic survey of types of government
from ancient Greece to the Middle Ages. Similarly,
we have included a final chapter, Chapter IV, to
present the argument for American Exceptionalism
in the domain of Political Economy and Economic
Law over the ages.
What, then, was the supposed role of poverty, the
fear of poverty, and other negative work incentives in
the era of early industrial capitalism and escalating
sectional conflict over slavery? American
Exceptionalism, American Anxiety examines a wide
spectrum of antebellum American thought on these
and related issues, including slavery and cheap
immigrant and female sweated labor."--BOOK
JACKET.
American exceptionalism is the scholarly term for the
common perception that there is something different
about American life, stemming from the origins of the
United States and its subsequent evolution, and
marking it off from the experience of other developed
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nations. There is a long, rich, and varied argument
Security
about this perception, its reality, and its component
elements. In Is America Different?, major scholars
from the realms of history, politics, economics, and
sociology return to the question in the light of
changes in the last thirty years and debate an
answer which is appropriate to our time. Politics,
economics, religion, culture, education, and public
policy receive particular attention in this debate,
while a major introductory essay by Seymour Martin
Lipset and a final integrating chapter by Byron E.
Shafer isolate common themes and recurring
disputes. Providing valuable insights into the
dilemma of American exceptionalism, this book will
interest scholars and students of American studies,
American government, American history, politics,
and sociology.
American exceptionalism--i.e., the belief that the
United States is chosen, superior to other nations,
and tasked with a unique responsibility or mission--is
often analyzed, studied, and critiqued as a singular
and unified rhetorical tradition. In this dissertation,
though, I argue that the American exceptionalist
tradition is in fact conveyed through multiple and
distinct rhetorical modes. More specifically, I
distinguish between two types of American
exceptionalism: accomplished exceptionalism, which
is self-celebratory, complacent, and un-critical, and
aspirational exceptionalism, which is self-critical,
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forward-looking, and ameliorative. Because most
Security
citizens, politicians, and thinkers understand and
deploy exceptionalism in the accomplished sense,
this dissertation focuses primarily on the form,
substance, and effects of the lesser-known
aspirational mode. The dissertation analyzes the
political thought of Frederick Douglass, Ralph Waldo
Emerson, and James Baldwin--three figures who are
not normally considered to be part of the American
exceptionalist tradition. Through close readings of
their speeches and writings, I show that each thinker
articulates a philosophy and politics of aspirational
exceptionalism. I also highlight the distinct
aspirational citizenship practices that each thinker
encourages and enables. In so doing, I challenge the
widespread assumption that thinkers who criticize or
condemn the American polity are, ipso facto,
ineligible for exceptionalist status. Put differently, I
show that America's radicals, critics, and apologists
can (and do) speak in exceptionalist registers and
may perhaps be exceptionalism's most sophisticated
defenders. More broadly, though, I challenge and redefine what it means to be a "good" American
citizen. If, as Charles Taylor argues, language
shapes and influences individuals' orientation toward
the world, then America's tendency to privilege
accomplished exceptionalism while excluding
aspirational exceptionalism threatens to create and
shore up a society in which the accomplished
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mode's backward-looking, self-celebratory, and
Security
uncritical disposition is seen as the most correct and
laudable way to enact citizenship. By identifying
another form of exceptionalism (namely, aspirational
exceptionalism) and re-claiming its title as such, I
shed light on--and, by extension, activate--a different
mode of American citizenship: one that is critical and
reflective but equally (or perhaps more)
commendable.
How does American exceptionalism shape American
foreign policy? Conventional wisdom states that
American exceptionalism comes in two variations –
the exemplary version and the missionary version.
Being exceptional, experts in U.S. foreign policy
argue, means that you either withdraw from the
world like an isolated but inspiring "city upon a hill,"
or that you are called upon to actively lead the rest of
the world to a better future. In her book, Hilde
Eliassen Restad challenges this assumption, arguing
that U.S. history has displayed a remarkably
constant foreign policy tradition, which she labels
unilateral internationalism. The United States,
Restad argues, has not vacillated between an
"exemplary" and a "missionary" identity. Instead, the
United States developed an exceptionalist identity
that, while idealizing the United States as an
exemplary "city upon a hill," more often than not errs
on the side of the missionary crusade in its foreign
policy. Utilizing the latest historiography in the study
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of U.S. foreign relations, the book updates political
Security
science scholarship and sheds new light on the role
American exceptionalism has played – and
continues to play – in shaping America’s role in the
world. This work will be of great interest to students
and scholars of US foreign policy, security studies,
and American politics.
This book analyzes the policies and political
movements that have led to a more government-run
educational system. For educators wanting to steer
these changes, this book provides a background of
how they were made and what can be done to
change them.
This open access book seeks to understand how
politics is being made in a pluralistic sense, and
explores how these political struggles are
challenging and transforming gender, sexuality, and
colonial norms. As researchers located in Sweden, a
nation often cited as one of the most gender-equal
and LGBTQ-tolerant nations, the contributions
investigate political processes, decolonial struggles,
and events beyond, nearby, and in between
organizations, states, and national territories. The
collection represents a variety of disciplines, and
different theoretical conceptualizations of politics,
feminist theory, and postcolonial and queer studies.
Students and researchers with an interest of queer
studies, gender studies, critical whiteness studies,
and civil society studies will find this book an
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This book is intended to shed light on the often cloak
and dagger nature of American Politics. By nearly
every metric the United States is at the top of the
world; inside these pages are the policies that have
made this country Exceptional, and will allow it to
remain so. Any argument to the contrary is merely
insidious drivel. For nearly two hundred fifty years
the United States of America has provided the
universal definition of Exceptional. In order to assist
the growing number of countries which find
themselves in the nearly irreversible slide to third
world status, it is time that the manner in which we
have maintained our superiority be disclosed. At the
close of our 57th election cycle the American people
are finally able to proclaim that we have our politics
down to a science. American politics are
meticulously conducted with attention given to all
opinions, it is for this reason we are certain our
Exceptionalism will never falter. Our tradition of
comprehensive deliberation and debate of the issues
allows us the opportunity to successfully coalesce
around the candidate with the most enduring and
optimistic vision for the future of our Nation. It is with
humble pride and resolution of purpose that we
formally address these important issues every four
years. We recognize that it is this continual
consideration of issues that allows us to have
steadfast policies in the face of growing international
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turmoil. In this book I have sought to distill to their
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very essence the policies by which my fellow
Americans and I have unwaveringly chosen to run
our country. Stripping away the political
wordsmanship reveals the depth of thought
necessary to achieve the level of success that has
made the United States of America the greatest
nation in the world. Things being said about Manifest
Destiny: "A vivid and insightful look into modern
American Politics." Ya Cee "Policy thick doesn't
begin to describe this text." Al Noer "Beyond words."
C.R. Less "The final word in politics today." D.P.
Space "Hits the nail on the head." C.Y. "The
Emperor's New Clothes of the twenty-first century."
Tewn Doubt "Politics Revealed." The Nayked Truth
Examines the civilian vigilante groups that patrol the
border between the US and Mexico, and how they
intersect with the larger anti-immigrant and white
supremacist movements.
Prominent in the EU's recent transformations has
been the tendency to advance extraordinary
measures in the name of crisis response. From
emergency lending to macro-economics, border
management to Brexit, policies are pursued
unconventionally and as measures of last resort.
This book investigates the nature, rise, and
implications of this politics of emergency as it
appears in the transnational setting. As the author
argues, recourse to this method of rule is an
Page 10/23

File Type PDF Exceptionalism And The Politics Of
Counter Terrorism Liberty Security And The War
On Terror Routledge Studies In Liberty And
expression of the deeper weakness of executive
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power in today's Europe. It is how policy-makers
contend with rising socio-economic power and
diminishing representative ties, seeking fall-back
authority in the management of crises. In the
structure of the EU they find incentives and few
impediments. Whereas political exceptionalism tends
to be associated with sovereign power, here it is
power's diffusion and functional disaggregation that
spurs politics in the emergency mode. The effect of
these governing patterns is not just to challenge and
reshape ideas of EU legitimacy rooted in
constitutionalism and technocracy. The politics of
emergency fosters a counter-politics in its mirror
image, as populists and others play with themes of
necessity and claim the right to disobedience in
extremis. The book examines the prospects for
democracy once the politics of emergency takes
hold, and what it might mean to put transnational
politics on a different footing.
Connects the American exceptionalist ethos to the
violence in Vietnam and the Middle East.
This book takes stock of Belgium’s exceptional and – for
some foreign observers –schizophrenic position in the
political world and explains its idiosyncrasy to a non-Belgian
audience. Offering a broad and comprehensive analysis of
Belgian politics, the guiding questions throughout each of the
chapters of this book are: Is Belgium a political enigma, and
why? Along which axes is Belgium "exceptional" compared to
other countries? And what insights does a comparative study
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a critical assessment of how Belgian politics "stands out"
internationally, both in good and bad ways – including
consociationalism, federalism, democratic innovations,
Euroscepticism, government formation, gender equality,
among others – and which factors can explain Belgium’s
exceptional position. Based on cutting-edge research
findings, the book will be of wide interest to scholars and
students of Belgian politics, European Politics and
Comparative politics.
Why does a country built on the concept of liberty have the
highest incarceration rate in the world? How could the first
Western nation to elect a person of color as its leader suffer
from institutional racism? How does Christian fundamentalism
coexist with gay marriage in the American imagination? In
essence, what makes the United States exceptional? In this
provocative exploration of American exceptionalism,
Mugambi Jouet examines why Americans are far more
divided than other Westerners over basic issues—including
wealth inequality, health care, climate change, evolution, the
literal truth of the Bible, abortion, gay rights, gun control,
mass incarceration, and war. Drawing inspiration from Alexis
de Tocqueville, Jouet, raised in Paris by a French mother and
a Kenyan father, wields his multicultural sensibility to parse
the ways in which the intense polarization of U.S.
conservatives and liberals has become a key dimension of
American exceptionalism—an idea widely misunderstood to
mean American superiority. Instead, Jouet contends that
exceptionalism, once a source of strength, may now spell
decline, as unique features of U.S. history, politics, law,
culture, religion, and race relations foster grave conflicts and
injustices. This book offers a brilliant dissection of the
American soul, in all of its outsize, clashing, and striking
manifestations.
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Australia's economic and social policy has diverged from the
approach of other countries. Australia seems to be following a
'special path' of its own that it laid down more than a century
ago. Australia's distinctive bent is manifested in a tightly
regulated labour market; a heavy reliance on means testing
and income taxation; a geographical centralization of political
power combined with its dispersal amongst autonomous
authorities, and electoral singularities such as compulsory
and preferential voting. In seeking to explain this Australian
Exceptionalism, the book covers a diverse range of issues:
the strength and weakness of religion, democratic and
undemocratic tendencies, the poverty of public debate, the
role of elites, the exploitation of Australian sports stars, the
politics of railways, the backwardness of agriculture, deviation
from the Westminster system, the original encounter between
European and Aboriginal cultures, and the heavy taxation of
tobacco. Bringing together contributions from economists,
economic historians, and political scientists, the volume seeks
to understand why Australia is different. It offers a range of
explanations from the 'historical legacy', to material factors,
historical chance, and personalities.
Are claims of Massachusetts's special and instructive place in
American history and politics justified? Alternately described
as a "city upon a hill" and "an organized system of hatreds,"
Massachusetts politics has indisputably exerted an outsized
pull on the national stage. The Commonwealth's leaders often
argue for the state's distinct position within the union, citing its
proud abolitionist history and its status as a policy leader on
health care, gay marriage, and transgender rights, not to
mention its fertile soil for budding national politicians.
Detractors point to the state's busing crisis, sky high levels of
economic inequality, and mixed support for undocumented
immigrants. The Politics of Massachusetts Exceptionalism
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public policy experts that address the state's noteworthy
contributions to the nation's political history. This is a muchneeded volume for Massachusetts policymakers, journalists,
and community leaders, as well as those learning about
political power at the state level, inside and outside of the
classroom. Contributors include the editors as well as
Maurice T. Cunningham, Lawrence Friedman, Shannon
Jenkins, and Luis F. Jiménez, and Peter Ubertaccio.
America. The land of the free. The home of the brave. And a
country in peril. Our country is at a crossroads. Its cultural
foundation is shifting, the demographics are changing, and
the governmental underpinnings are beginning to abrade
between the pressures of pluralism and the fears instilled by
political correctness. Where have we gone wrong-and more
importantly, how do we return to the fundamentals upon
which this great republic stands? One nation indivisible, with
liberty and justice for all? The answer lies in the two words
that for decades were a part of this brief quotation from the
beloved pledge of allegiance but once again find themselves
omitted under misguided perception of the roles of church
and state: under God. The Founding Fathers were, to a man,
Christians. And the documents they created and government
they founded was rooted in their religious beliefs. But
somehow, over the course of over two hundred years, the
core values of that religion, and its connection to the
constructs of government have been lost. It is time to return
to the words those great men first put forth in our Declaration
of Independence-and the stirring words of so many that
followed, including perhaps the greatest statesman in our
country's history: Abraham Lincoln. The United States can no
longer acquiesce to those who would see its constructs bent
and beleaguered to accommodate and must rather return to
the Exceptionalism upon which it is founded.
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worst or best nation and instead presents a case for seeing
anti-Americanism as a counterproductive prejudice. There are
many reasons to criticise American policies, politics and even
society, but a crucial distinction must be drawn between
criticism and prejudice. Charting the development and
adaptation of this anti-American tradition, O’Connor
maintains that it is important to contextualise it within the
particularities of the American experience and the global
reach of the United States’ influence and power. He argues
for a move away from stereotypes and caricatures towards
more specific and profitable discussions about American
actions and policies. Offering precise and useful ways of
understanding anti-Americanism and American
exceptionalism that place the terms in their relevant political
contexts, this volume is a useful and engaging resource for
those researching or studying American politics and ideology,
foreign policy, American culture and international relations.
This book is an analysis and critique of the concepts of
‘exception’ and ‘exceptionalism’ in the context of the
politics of liberty and security in the so-called ‘War on
Terror’. Since the destruction of the World Trade Centre on
September 11th 2001, a notable transformation has occurred
in political discourse and practice. Politicians and
commentators have frequently made the argument that the
rules of the game have changed, that this is a new kind of
war, and that exceptional times require exceptional
measures. Under this discourse of exceptionalism, an array of
measures have been put into practice, such as detention
without trial, ‘extraordinary rendition’, derogations from
human rights law, sanction or connivance in torture, the
curtailment of civil liberties, and aggressive war against
international law. Situating exceptionalism within the
post-9/11 controversy about the relationship between liberty
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exceptionalism emerges from the limits and paradoxes of
liberal democracy itself. It is a commentary and critique of
both contemporary practices of exceptionalism and the critical
debate that has formed in response. Through a detailed
assessment of the key theoretical contributions to the debate,
this book develops exceptionalism as a critical tool. It also
engages with the problem of exceptionalism as a discursive
claim, as a strategy, as a concept, as a theoretical problem
and as a practice. This is the first book to capture the
importance of the exceptionalism debate in a single volume,
and will be of much interest to students of critical security
studies, political philosophy, IR theory and sociology.
This authoritative book offers a comprehensive assessment
of contemporary Venezuela. Analyzing the multifaceted
phenomenon of Hugo Chávez, leading scholars move beyond
his flamboyant style to focus on the concerns of popular
social and political movements. The book challenges the
misleading notions that for several decades glorified
Venezuelan "exceptionalism" and minimized the role of
important actors. After setting the historical and socioeconomic contexts, the contributors explore racial issues,
social and labor movements, electoral politics, economic and
oil policy, and United States support for the Venezuelan
opposition. Underscoring the complexity of Chávez and his
popularity, the book highlights the need to avoid simplistic
assessments of the past and present and offers a clear-eyed
understanding of Venezuelan reality today.
This book examines US foreign policy in the Eastern
Mediterranean and the region’s key role in the practice and
evolution of American exceptionalism. The political
developments in the Eastern Mediterranean during the 19th
and the first half of the 20th centuries, gave to the US
opportunities to express, in the most explicit way, its antiPage 16/23
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societies, and its willingness to openly confront tyranny and
oppression whenever this was possible (or necessary) for
American interests. Since that time, the region has been a
testing ground for the core elements of American foreign
policy deployed worldwide. The monograph shows the
contributions of the United States during critical moments in
the region, such as the First Barbary War (1801-1805), the
introduction of Truman Doctrine, Washington’s role in the
Suez Crisis, the Greek junta and the Imia Crisis of 1996. It
also scrutinizes the different levels of the economic, military
and diplomatic challenges which China, Russia and Turkey
present today, while it also covers the American approach to
the Arab Spring. From a ‘Shining City on a Hill’ to the current
‘Make America Great Again’ mottoes, this critique follows
American Foreign Policy in the Eastern Mediterranean and
the strong bonds that the nation established with the
geostrategic, political and ideological features of the region.
The pace of recent events, and the increasing complexity of
this global corner, prove a challenge to America today; the
future and clarion call that hard work and the finest ingenuity
are necessary to keep its regional hegemony, and its course
toward increased prosperity. This work’s goal is to inspire the
conversations by academics, diplomats, leaders (both political
and military) and most of all businessmen, to this end.
Why is the United States the only advanced capitalist country
with no labor party? This title puts forward an explanation for
why there is no American labor party - an explanation that
suggests that much of the conventional wisdom about
'American exceptionalism' is untenable.
"This book examines Egypt's turbulent and contradictory
political period (2011-2015) as key to understanding
contemporary politics in the country and the developments in
the Arab region after the mass protests in 2010/11, more
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political representation, providing analytical innovation to the
study of disenchantment with politics, democracy fatigue and
social cohesion. Based on five years of intense fieldwork, the
author provides rare insights into local and national ideas on
politics, justice and identity, and on how people situate
themselves and Egypt in the regional and global context. It
analyzes how the creation of an alternate, political system
was discussed and negotiated among the Egyptian
population, the military, the government, public figures, the
media, and international actors, and yet nevertheless today,
Egypt has a new political regime that is the most repressive in
the countries' modern history. Finally, it recalls the emotions
and perceptions of individuals and collectives and interlinks
these local perspectives to national events and developments
through time. This book will be of key interest to scholars and
students of democratization and authoritarianism, Middle East
Studies, political representation and informality, collective
action, and more broadly to cultural studies and international
relations"-Western democratic welfare states often featured sectoral
governance arrangements where governments negotiated
policy with sectoral elites, based on shared ideas and
exclusive institutional arrangements. Food and agriculture
policy is widely considered an extreme case of
compartmentalized and ‘exceptionalist’ policy-making,
where sector-specific policy ideas and institutions provide
privileged access for sectoral interest groups and generate
policies that benefit their members. In the last two decades,
policy exceptionalism has been under pressure from
internationalization of policy-making, increasing interlinkage
of policy areas and trends towards self-regulation,
liberalization and performance-based policies. This book
introduces the concept of ‘post-exceptionalism’ to
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policies and politics which preserves significant exceptionalist
features. Post-exceptional constellations of ideas, institutions,
interests and policies can be complementary and stable, or
tense and unstable. Food and agriculture policy serves as an
example to illustrate an incomplete transformation towards a
more open, contested and networked politics. Chapters on
agricultural policy-making in the European Union and the
United States, the politics of food in Germany and the United
Kingdom, transnational organic standard setting and global
food security debates demonstrate how ‘postexceptionalism’
helps to understand the co-existence of transformation and
path dependency in contemporary public policies. The
chapters in this book were originally published as a special
issue of the Journal of European Public Policy.
American Exceptionalism Revisited provides a broad
overview of the various features that signify American politics.
These include the upholding of an exceptional political
stability, involving a particular balance between legislative,
executive and judicial powers, and the permanence of a
unique party system. Furthermore, special traits in the
electoral realm?e.g., voter turnout, the inflow of money, and
the application of primaries?are targets of analysis. Through
comparisons with conditions applying abroad, particularly in
Europe and Latin America, Axel Hadenius reveals a number
of new insights on American political life, both today and over
time
"In The Right to Rule, Hugh De Santis argues that while
American exceptionalism has underpinned the nation's
foreign policy since its inception, it has become an
anachronism. In the emerging multipolar world order, America
will be one of several powers that determine the structure and
rules of international politics rather than its sole arbiter"-Page 19/23
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democracy and truth in The United States and the rise of
the sinister Cult of Obfuscation.
In contemporary American political culture, claims of
American exceptionalism and anxieties over its
prospects have resurged as an overarching theme in
national political discourse. Yet never very far from such
debates lie animating fears associated with race. Fears
about the loss of national unity and trust often draw
attention to looming changes in the racial demographics
of the body politic. Lost amid these debates are often the
more complex legacies of racial hybridity. Anxieties over
the disintegration of the fabric of American national
identity likewise forget not just how they echo past fears
of subversive racial and cultural difference, but also
exorcise as well the changing nature of work and social
interaction. Edmund Fong’s book examines the rise and
resurgence of contemporary forms of American
exceptionalism as they have emerged out of contentious
debates over cultural pluralism and multicultural diversity
in the past two decades. For a brief time, serious
considerations of the force of multiculturalism entered
into a variety of philosophical and policy debates. But in
the American context, these debates often led to a
reaffirmation of some variant of American exceptionalism
with the consequent exorcism of race within the avowed
norms and policy goals of American politics. Fong
explores how this "multicultural exorcism" revitalizing
American exceptionalism is not simply a novel feature of
our contemporary political moment, but is instead a
recurrent dynamic across the history of American
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on cultural pluralism within the larger frame of American
history, this book yields insight into the production of
hegemonic forms of American exceptionalism and how
race continues to haunt the contours of American
national identity.
Petrus Ramus was one of the most influential
philosophers of the 1500s. His attempted reform of
pedagogy, which was exemplified in his dialectic and
rhetoric, not only changed the way people taught and
thought, but also demonstrated the scholastic reforms
occurring in his lifetime. Ramus' influence is evident
through the amount of controversy it sparked, the
amount of scholarship devoted to Ramus, and, most
importantly, the spread of Ramism from Europe to New
England, finding its home in the New England Puritans.
American exceptionalism, traceable to the Puritans, has
emerged in the words of conservative American
politicians. Has American identity, imbued with Puritan
ideas, also been infected with a subtle Ramism? A study
of political and theological reactions to 9/11--a reflection
of the Puritan "provoking evils"--and political speeches
appealing to the fabled "city upon a hill" not only show
the continuance of American exceptionalism but also
demonstrate Ramist logic at work. The identification of
America as "exceptional," and the support of this idea as
provided by the aforementioned reactions and speeches,
exhibits a belief in the ontological relationship between
signs and exceptionalism. Ramism, Ramist influence
upon the Puritans, the theology and logic of Jonathan
Edwards, and recent American political discourse are
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This book uses the notion of "Chinese exceptionalism"
as a framework to analyze China's international politics
and foreign policy. It argues that China's approach to
international relations is best understood in the context of
these claims to exceptionalism and China's broader
political world view. In doing so, it fosters a more
comprehensive understanding of China's actions within
the realms of foreign policy and international politics, and
in the context of the preferred world order, norms and
rules that the country seeks to promote.
The phrase American exceptionalism is used in many
ways and for many purposes, but its original meaning
involved a statement of fact: for the first century after the
Constitution went into effect, European observers and
Americans alike saw the United States as exceptional,
with political and civic cultures that had no counterparts
anywhere else. In American Exceptionalism: An
Experiment in History, Charles Murray describes how
America s geography, ideology, politics, and daily life set
the new nation apart from Europe in the 18th and 19th
centuries. He then discusses the ways that
exceptionalism changed during America s evolution over
the course of the 20th century. Which changes are gains
to be applauded? Which are losses to be mourned?
Answering these questions is the essential first step in
discovering what you want for America s future.
The election of President Obama in 2008 and the
apparent decline of American power in the world has
rekindled an old and important debate. Is the United
States exceptional in its values and institutions, as well
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this book, Stephen Brooks argues that American
exceptionalism has been and continues to be real. In
making this argument he focuses on five aspects of
American politics and society that are most crucial to an
understanding of American exceptionalism today. They
include the appropriate relationship between the state
and citizens, religion, socio-economic mobility, America's
role in the world, and ideas about the Constitution.
American exceptionalism matters in domestic politics
chiefly as a political narrative around which support for
and opposition to certain policies, values and vision of
American society coalesce. But in world affairs it is not
the story but the empirical reality of American
exceptionalism that matters. Although the long era of
America's global economic dominance has entered what
might be called a period of diminished expectations, the
United States remains exceptional--the indispensable
nation--in world affairs and is likely to remain so for many
years to come.
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