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ÔThe editors of this volume bring together an
impressive cast of scholars on the critical
relationship of democracy and governance in
sustainable development. It offers an outstanding
and timely contribution to the literatures in
sustainability, political science, and comparative
environmental politics.Õ Ð Daniel J. Fiorino,
American University, US ÔThis very timely and
important collection draws together some of the
worldÕs leading thinkers on environment and
development to debate one of the most important
issues of our time: sustainable development. They
very usefully remind us all that in order to be
politically sustainable, the sustainability transition will
have to find a way to maximise policy synergies in a
democratically legitimate manner.Õ Ð Andy Jordan,
University of East Anglia, UK This insightful book
deals with governance of the environment and
sustainable development. The contributors explore
the difficulties developed countries are experiencing
in coming to terms with environmental limits and the
resultant challenges to the democratic polity. They
engage with different dimensions of the governance
challenge including norms, public attitudes, citizen
engagement, political conflict, policy design, and
implementation, with a range of environmental
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problems such as climate change,
biodiversity/nature protection, and water
management). The book concludes with an essay by
William Lafferty that explores the flawed character of
the contemporary democratic polity and offers his
reflections on possible pathways to reform. This
book will interest researchers, academics, and
graduate students in environmental politics and
public policy. It is ideal for use as supplementary
reading in a wide range of university courses, while
NGOS and policymakers will also find it of
considerable value.
Strengthening Governance Globally is the fifth
volume in the series 'Patterns of Potential Human
Progress'. Each volume considers one key aspect of
how development unfolds globally and how better to
move it in desired directions. This volume identifies
the provision of security, the building of government
capacity, and the broadening of inclusion of
governance on which high-income countries have
traditionally made long historical transitions. In
contrast, many developing countries today struggle
with all three governance transition dimensions
simultaneously. Strengthening Governance Globally
uses the growing empirical database on governance
variables to understand historical change.
This book argues that the structure of the policymaking process in Nigeria explains variations in
government performance better than other
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commonly cited factors.
Commonwealth Good Governance is the
comprehensive guide to public sector reform in the
Commonwealth. The Commonwealth Secretariat,
through its Governance & Institutional Development
Division (GIDD), helps member countries deliver
"just and honest government": the core
Commonwealth value that underpins democracy and
development. Commonwealth Good Governance
brings together the knowledge and experience of the
Secretariat and related agencies such as the
Commonwealth Association of Public Administration
and Management. This edition covers: â_¢ The link
between democracy and development â_¢ Politicaladministrative relations â_¢ Leadership in the public
sector â_¢ Strengthening local government â_¢ Aid
and governance â_¢ Building capacity in national
assemblies The publication also contains 54
governance profiles of member countries.
'Governance' has become a key word in the lexicon
of international relations over the last twenty years. It
is used, loosely, and invariably in a liberal idiom, by
scholars, activists, civil society organizations,
politicians and the voluntary sector. In many
respects it has attained the status of a fetish, yet
'governance' remains a notion that has multiple
definitions, a concept in-the-making. Notwithstanding
the imprecision with which the term is employed, it
has become an inescapable paradigm for the politics
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of development. The contributors to this book, drawn
from among some of the world's best area studies
specialists, from North and South, offer a diverse
global critique of 'governance' as deployed in several
key areas: institutions and state actors; the rule of
law, democracy and human rights; decentralization
and state power; development and, last but not least,
international cooperation and the role of the World
Bank, the IMF and NGOs. The geographical spread
of the volume ranges from Africa to Latin America,
from Asia to the Middle East. Their objectives
include: a reassessment of 'governance' in its many
manifestations; an attempt to free the term from its
often unhelpful linkage to the state, and thereby
apply it to other organizations and actors; a reevaluation of the Western-dominated use of the term
politically and an attempt to broaden its application
beyond issues such as transparency and the fight
against corruption; and a search for innovative
applications of the term, driven by a consensus that
transcends current economic and political
inequalities.
'This collection of essays by a number of scholars
from India and Europe addresses economic, political
and social issues of great contemporary significance.
The most attractive feature of the volume is the
comparative and inter-disciplinary approach which
gives it its distinctive orientation. Munshi and
Abraham have held diverse but important themes
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together in an exemplary manner' - Andre Beteille,
Chairman, Centre for Studies in Social Sciences,
Kolkata 'This is an outstanding book on an issue
easier talked about than acted upon. The editors
have brought together in this rich volume a wide
variety of essays which focus on India and Europe
and clarify that it is necessary to contextualise good
governance. The comparative perspective has the
additional advantage of extending the analysis
beyond the realm of the nation-state' -Jan Breman,
Emeritus Professor of Comparative Sociology,
University of Amsterdam 'In the immense literature
on governance this scholarly and reader-friendly
work takes an exceptional place. It has a sharp focus
on "good" governance based on democratic values,
drawing mainly from two major democratic regions in
the world, India and the European Union. It offers
rich analyses and much needed conceptual
clarifications and explicitly addresses the normativeethical dimension of "good" governance'. -Georges
Enderle, O'Neil Professor of International Business
Ethics, University of Notre Dame; President,
International Society of Business, Economics and
Ethics (ISBEE) 'This book makes a distinct and very
valuable contribution to the international debate on
good governance and globalisation. The book's
particular strength is that it combines perspectives
on good governance from both the public and the
corporate sectors, thereby highlighting the extent to
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which similar ideas have come to influence decisionmakers in government and business' -Klaus H
Goetz, Senior Lecturer, Department of Government,
London School of Economics and Political Science;
Editor, West European Politics 'This is a remarkable
book in an area of common concern which will be
read with profit by academics, policy makers as well
as social activists. It highlights the diversity of
development experiences and suggests that there
cannot be a single path to progress in spite of
globalisation' -Shantha Sinha, Professor of Political
Science, University of Hyderabad; Winner of the
2003 Ramon Magsaysay Award for Community
Leadership This book discusses good governance in
democratic societies in the context of globalisation
from a cross-cultural perspective. India and the
European Union - democratic unions representing
old histories, rich cultures and new aspirations - are
viewed comparatively in order to assess what they
can learn from each other. Moving beyond
disciplinary demarcations, this volume considers the
issues involved from a broader perspective. The 18
original essays, supplemented by a detailed
introduction, are presented in three parts: the
societal context of governance, administrative
reforms, and corporate governance. These three
parts have an important bearing on each other since
administrative reforms provide a mechanism for
good governance at the macro level which is in turn
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related to good governance at the corporate level.
Dealing with a theme of considerable importance
from a unique perspective, this volume will be of
interest to a wide readership: social scientists,
administrators, business executives, management
students, NGOs, as well as international
organisations like the World Bank. It will also serve
as a text for courses on governance in general,
public administration and corporate governance.
Practically all donor countries that give aid claim to do so on
the basis on the recipient's good governance, but do these
claims have a real impact on the allocation of aid? Are
democratic, human rights-respecting, countries with low
levels of corruption and military expenditures actually likely to
receive more aid than other countries? Using econometric
analysis, the author examines the factors that really
determine the patterns of aid giving. The author analyses
such examples as: * aggregate aid flows * aid from
multilateral organisations such as the EU and the UN * aid
from bilateral donors such as Germany, Japan, the US as
well as Arab donors. This concise, well argued and well
researched book will be a great read for students, academics
and policy-makers involved in development studies,
economics and international relations.
What is the state of governance in sub-Saharan Africa? Is it
possible to identify the best practices and approaches to
establishing political systems that promote accountability,
transparency, peace, and civic space for all? These are the
questions addressed in this book. While the concept of
governance is considered to be central to political science,
our understanding of it is still imprecise, with extant studies
focused primarily either on think-tank indicators, economic
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management, or political studies of democratization. This
book critically examines the record on democratization in
Africa thus far, and seeks a new, integrated, focused
approach to the study of governance. Such an approach
requires revisiting the concept of governance itself, with
emphasis on certain decisive components and critical issues.
Considered in a democratic framework, the concept of
governance can be employed to cast light on accountability
issues in several arenas, four of which are considered in
detail in this volume: institutions and the rule of law;
constitution-making, elections, and political conflict
settlement; distribution of power and citizenship; and political
economy and corruption. Each contribution offers particular
insights in one of these arenas. With a huge and varied
continent in rapid flux to study, the sheer amount and variety
of interesting new research is enormous. It is expected that
the discussions contained herein and the various challenges,
achievements, and lessons outlined will contribute to
research, inform teaching, and lead to a greater
understanding of the issues of democratic consolidation and
economic development in Africa.
International development institutions (IDIs) have increasingly
emphasized good governance and democratic reform in the
provision of foreign assistance. This is especially apparent
with respect to the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP), World Bank, European Union (EU), and United
States Agency for International Development (USAID). This
project describes and explains the good governance and
democracy promotion program of each institution. Previous
studies have accounted for IDIs' good governance and
democracy promotion in the 1990s in a generalized way.
They have taken into consideration external international
changes such as the fading of the Cold War and increased
global interdependence between the North and the South.
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They have also discussed how international normative
changes such as democracy's strengthened position in the
post-Cold War world and civil society's newfound viability
have affected development programs. Some studies have
attributed the enhanced attention to democracy and good
governance promotion in the 1990s to a general learning
curve or better understanding of local characteristics facilitate
development and what IDIs can do to encourage such
characteristics. This project's contribution to the fields of
international political economy and development studies is its
more distinctive focus on the each of four institutions
mentioned on how each one's specific programs reflect
differences in the power distribution among member states or
stakeholders. This provides a richer, more nuanced
explanation, as well as a clearer understanding of how IDI's
imminent power structures have and are continuing to
influence and shape broader shifts in development thinking.
Questions surrounding democracy, governance, and
development especially in the view of Africa have provoked
acrimonious debates in the past few years. It remains a
perennial question why some decades after political
independence in Africa the continent continues experiencing
bad governance, lagging behind socioeconomically, and its
democracy questionable. We admit that a plethora of theories
and reasons, including iniquitous and malicious ones, have
been conjured in an attempt to explain and answer the
questions as to why Africa seems to be lagging behind other
continents in issues pertaining to good governance,
democracy and socio-economic development. Yet, none of
the theories and reasons proffered so far seems to have
provided enduring solutions to Africa’s diverse complex
problems and predicaments. This book dissects and critically
examines the matrix of Africa’s multifaceted problems on
governance, democracy and development in an attempt to
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proffer enduring solutions to the continent’s long-standing
political and socio-economic dilemmas and setbacks.
Despite its recent rapid economic growth, China’s political
system has remained resolutely authoritarian. However, an
increasingly open economy is creating the infrastructure for
an open society, with the rise of a non-state sector in which a
private economy, non-governmental organizations (NGOs)
and different forms of social forces are playing an increasingly
powerful role in facilitating political change and promoting
good governance. This book examines the development of
the non-state sector and NGOs in China since the onset of
reform in the late 1970s. It explores the major issues facing
the non-state sector in China today, assesses the institutional
barriers that are faced by its developing civil society, and
compares China’s example with wider international
experience. It shows how the ‘get-rich-quick’ ethos of the
Deng Xiaoping and Jiang Zemin years, that prioritised rapid
GDP growth above all else, has given way under the Jiantao
Hu regime to a renewed concern with social reforms, in areas
such as welfare, medical care, education, and public
transportation. It demonstrates how this change has led to
encouragement by the Hu government of the development of
the non-state sector as a means to perform regulatory
functions and to achieve effective provision of public and
social services. It explores the tension between the
government’s desire to keep the NGOs as "helping hands’
rather than as autonomous, independent organizations, and
their ability to perform these roles successfully.
This book deals with the important subject of governance and
development. Even more significantly, the book has the
merits of critically evaluating the concept of good governance
in an African context, identifying the internal factors that
impinge on good governance and development, and
proposing solutions. It provides empirical evidence on the
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extent to which inappropriate governing strategies are the
main internal obstacle to development in Cameroon. The
authors discuss factors contributing to precarious and
problematic governance from multidisciplinary perspectives,
and demonstrate the extent to which such inadequacies
impede positive social change. To promote effective
development, the authors argue for the implementation of a
good governance strategy that comprises, inter alia: adopting
appropriate development strategies; decentralizing
adminstration to make for popular participation and ensure
accountability; taking the necessary steps to fight corruption;
and ensuring the enforcement of property and cultural rights.
"... a commanding scrutiny of the pervasive mentalities that
legitimize and make of corruption an integral aspect of the
ruling class in Cameroon and Africa." Dr Bill F. NDI, Deakin
University, Melbourne, Australia "Using an interdisciplinary
perspective, this book explores existing relations between
governance and a wide range of institutions and
processes---development, higher education, economy, media,
and societal issues. The book is based on a wide reading in
the field and on intensive research of high quality. The
lessons learnt deserve careful reading by both academics
and policy-makers, and the book could also usefully serve as
a textbook of valuable information to students on a topical
issue." Dr Piet Konings, Development Sociologist and Senior
Researcher, African Studies Centre, Leiden, The Netherlands

This book presents an outline of the progress around
the introduction of good governance reforms in
Indonesia over the past ten years. It argues that
although good governance principles are widely
promulgated, there remain limited improvement,
despite considerable progress in relation to
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democratisation process. These barriers include:
minimum commitment to reform the bureaucratic
system, some resistances from government officials
and the failure to provide a blue print for all stake
holders. The scarcity of effective leaders who can
create innovative programs without being captured
by short term consideration provides additional and
significant challenges to the implementation good
governance principles in Indonesia.
This well-presented collection with contributions from
academics and administrators reflects the growing
concern towards the present-day practice of
governance. It focuses on the need for Governance
for Sustainable Human Development to manage the
country's social as well as economic resources
leading to better development-founded on four pillars
of Accountability, Transparency, Predictability, and
Participation. It thus calls for unfolding various issues
and devising suitable strategies towards humane
governance through appropriate political,
bureaucratic, economic, and legal reforms.
Highlighting its theme in the initial chapters in the
New Public Management perspective, the book goes
on to unravel the major administrative loopholes in
Indian administration, such as lack of transparency
and accountability, and the stranglehold of
corruption, all of which lead to human deprivation.
Later chapters give a synoptic overview of
administrative reforms so far undertaken in India,
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and emphasize the effectiveness of governance in
establishing appropriate balance in relative roles of
public, private and civil society organizations, rights
and responsibilities of politicians, bureaucrats and
community, and economic and social justice. The
book closes on a positive note strongly reiterating
administrative re-engineering to meet the challenges
of the twenty-first century for ensuring a holistic
development of the country. Recent and real life
happenings infused in the text to substantiate
arguments, make it an interesting reading. The book
will be of immense use to the students and teachers
of public administration, social science, political
science, and those who practise public
administration. It will also be useful to a large
number of government departments-both at the
union and the state levels.
An exploration of the implications of the 'good
governance' agendas for developing and newly
democratized countries. The book assesses the
'good governance' agenda and examines the view of
the international development agencies. Finally it
considers the contribution political science can make
to an understanding of each dimension of
governance.
This volume investigates the "missing link", the
complicated realities of the relations between
governance and development through case studies
of ASEAN countries. Its main objective is to explore
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a theoretical framework to overcoming the limitations
of mainstream approaches by employing case
studies on decentralization, crisis management,
corporate governance and foreign aid management
of both public and private entities. From the
beginning of the 1990s onwards, the international aid
c...
This volume of original essays highlights an
interesting phenomenon: a variety of social
movements and new institutional experiments are
now seeking to wrest the state s responsibility of
securing development and alleviating poverty. The
sphere of the market on the one hand, and the nongovernmental sector on the other, are identified by
the contributors as critical ingredients in the
alternative conceptualizations of governance that
have begun to inform the discourse on development.
???“?????”???????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????“????”??“????”???????????“??”????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????
Indonesia over the past two decades has embarked on a
process of decentralization as part of a broader process of
democratization, which followed earlier periods of centralized
governance and authoritarian rule across the archipelago.
The purpose of this book is to begin to explore the
connections between governance and sustainable society in
Page 14/22

Read PDF Democracy Good Governance And
Development In Nigeria The
a wide variety of policy fields in Indonesia, and how reforming
governance structures may contribute to societal benefits and
the creation of a long-term sustainable society. This book
bridges important theoretical debates related to governance
and sustainable society and provides empirical research from
Indonesia in important policy areas related to this debate. By
placing research in different policy areas in a single volume,
the link to the broader concepts of governance,
decentralization, and societal outcomes is strengthened. The
book builds on the recent interest that has focused on
Indonesia and the continued development of democracy in
the country. The chapters in the book show a rich variety of
decentralized governance arrangements and capacity
building at the local level in particular. Central standards (for
example for social sustainability, anti-corruption
arrangements, or for dealing with direct foreign investment),
combined with local innovation (for example for municipal
coordination of primary health care or metropolitan transport),
are key to Indonesia as a country in a continuing process of
transformation. We identify three key trends in the on-going
process of decentralization and governance in Indonesia.
First, we find that formal governance, the relation between
the national and local government, is characterized by a
system of ‘variable geometry multi-level governance’
depending on the policy area. The challenge ahead is
strengthening accountability mechanisms to assure national
standards while preserving and encouraging local innovation.
Secondly, informal governance mechanisms are evolving to
move from ‘hierarchical to network’ forms of governance.
Here the challenge is to insure democratic input by citizens
and civil society organizations. Finally, we identify a trend
toward ‘shared value creation and sustainable cooperation.’
Indonesia is beginning to move from a rather singular policy
focus on economic growth to a more complex and developing
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notion of policymaking for inclusive growth and the creation of
a sustainable society for present and future generations. Here
the challenge is sound implementation and to increase the
effectiveness of governance mechanisms. There is also a
noted diffusion of goals, to focus beyond the Jakarta
metropolitan area to smaller regional cities, as urbanization
continues and rural areas are changing. This book will be of
interest for use in advanced undergraduate and graduate
courses related to Southeast Asia in the fields of international
relations, political science, public administration, economics,
law, sociology, educa tion, public health, and the spatial
sciences. It will also be of interest to policymakers and
government officials at the national and local level in
Southeast Asia and middle-income developing countries,
officials and policymakers in institutions of regional
governance such as the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN), and of global governance such as the
United Nations and World Bank. It will also be of interest to
civil society organizations and other actors focused on policy
development and economic development, health, education,
the environment, sustainable transport, etc. The book will also
be of interest to business people interested in economic and
governance issues, such as the management and
governance of in-bound foreign investment, inclusive growth,
and corporate governance. Finally, the book should be of
interest to citizens in advanced, middle-income, and
developing countries motivated to learn more about the links
between governance and the creation of a sustainable
society for current and future generations.
Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject Politics International Politics - Topic: Development Politics, grade:
1,7, University of Marburg (Politikwissenschaften), course:
Democratization and Good Governance, 21 entries in the
bibliography, language: English, abstract: The UN Human
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Developing Report 2005 states that Kenya is one of the
world's developing countries. The Human Developing Index
published in this report specifies that Kenya has a low human
development and thus its rank is 154 of 175 UN member
states. This raises the question if the government of Kenya
has implemented action to improve its development status
and what sort of actions this has been. So, first, the status of
development in a country must be assessed. After analyzing
the data, concrete measures can be implemented. BergSchlosser describes in his abstract a bright range of
indicators that exist for assessing development processes in
a country. He points out that there is an urgent need for
indicators which are used as benchmarks in international
relations or for decisions for development by the IMF, World
Bank and others. Generally, he emphasizes that the
interpretation of the indicators must be done carefully. Often
there are problems with the proper conceptualization and the
operationalization of certain notions. Problems and limitations
of such data analysis still remain. After a short introduction in
chapter 2 about the important facts of Kenya, this essay tries
to figure out in chapter 3 which indicators of democratization
and good governance exist and how they asset the Kenyan
efforts on these topics in general. The data is visualized in
time graphics and a short description of the main aspects is
given. Furthermore, chapter 4 describes the current state of
development in Kenya regarding the most important key
factors.
'Kronti ne Akwamu' Annual Democracy lecture deliverd [i.e.
delivered] by Professor Larry Diamonds [i.e. Diamond] at the
British Council on February 29, 2005.
CONTENTS.
This thought-provoking book does not simply link the West's
good governance agenda with the demise of the Soviet
Union. Abrahamsen shows that this democratic agenda
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involves little more than superficial institutional reforms. The
West’s primary goal in developing countries remains the
enforcement of structural adjustment. African governments, in
particular, remain in a double bind, nominally responsible to
their electorates at home, but also beholden to external
creditors and donors. Demands by impoverished electorates
that their new democratic institutions actually work to defend
their interests are often branded as illegitimate by the West.
This book presents a varied and multi-dimensional view of
challenges of governance in Southeast Asia and ASEAN
through the variety of disciplines and nationalities involved. In
light of 50 years of regional collaboration and integration as
the member states of ASEAN seek to chart out a future path
for the region, this book is dedicated to showcasing different
challenges to governance that occur due to internal and
external pressures for the various member states. The editors
are particularly interested in the multi-level governance
challenges on issues of democracy, equity, and sustainability,
the adaptation of policies and norms to fit an ASEAN way,
and the changing roles of civil society and citizens in this
process of seeking a common identity and voice. The book is
divided into four sections. The first section introduces the
fundamental political institutional dynamics that are in play
within the region and the interplay between regional forces
and national norms. The second section tackles the economic
and legal discourses that various member states face in
relation to external and internal pressures related to
international and regional trade and industry. The third
section focuses on issues of sustainability and equity
resulting from the vast socio-spatial differences in the varied
cities and regions of member states. In the final section, the
authors discuss dilemmas resulting from economic growth in
exploitative industries and the impact that has on the local
and regional community through the lenses of inclusivity and
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justice. Written by a diverse collection of policy makers,
researchers, educators and activists from the regions
discussed, this book provides an authoritative first-hand
analysis of key challenges to governance in Southeast Asia
and ASEAN. As such, this volume is an excellent resource for
academics, advanced masters and PhD candidates
interested in the region, and major Southeast Asian research
institutes and centers as well as policy makers and
influencers at both national and regional levels within the
region.
The aim of this text is to analyze the conditions for a good
society and, from extensive international research, to show
how citizens can be put at the centre of the political process.
This has enormous importance for future policy which the
authors explore. With support from the Commonwealth
Foundation, the book sets out to change the current political
consensus and demonstrate the route forward to sustainable
development.
Over the last decades, the most striking changes made by
the World Bank and other development institutions are their
commitments to improve the quality of governance and most
importantly fighting corruption and focusing more on the
developing Countries. Driven by case studies that
developmental deficiencies in the developing Countries are
due to the crisis of governance (see—Khan, 2002); As a result
of this, good governance and democracy became a very
comparative and embracing ideal admired by most Countries
in the World, and has grown rapidly to become a major
concern in analysis of what is missing in Countries struggling
for economic and political development—the developing
Countries (Nigeria). Although issues concerning governance
failure and corruption vary within Country to Country;
nevertheless, researchers have adopted the concept (Good
Governance) as a means of enhancing development and
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exploring institutional failures (see—Grindle, 2010). The issue
of good governance is now a major concern, and without
good governance, arguably, the developing Countries
(Nigeria) have little or no chance to progress. The two words
again-democracy and governance—are interwoven in the
framework that is the mechanism of political dialogue across
the globe. In theory, this book will examine the relationship
between democracy and good governance, by critically
analyzing the concepts. This book is divided into two
sections—The first section of this book will attempt to pin down
these concepts: democracy and good governance to their
manifestations on ground, using Nigeria as a case study. It
will be argued in this paper, that there is no doubt that the
transition from military to democratic government in 1999,
marked a new beginning of democratic governance in
Nigeria. However, Nigeria’s democracy has remained
unstable since the Country returned to democratic form of
governance. The political terrain and governing procedures
has been characterized by corruption. This first section will
argue that corruption has undermined democracy and have
had grave implications for good (democratic) governance in
Nigeria. In comparison with theoretical arguments, this paper
will argue that the Nigeria’s practical scenario ironically
portray the theory, due to the menace of corruption. In
summary, this section will focus on corruption as a means of
exclusion (deficit), and as a stumbling block in the
development of Nigeria’s good (democratic) governance
from a nominal to a practical one, and further conclude that
the vast discrepancy between Nigeria’s nominal democracy
and corrupt governance practices show that it is much easier
to talk the talk, than it is to walk the walk. That is to say, good
governance is easier to deliberate in theory, than to effect in
practice, looking at the case of Nigeria. Nevertheless, with the
few steps that have been taken in the last decade or so of
Page 20/22

Read PDF Democracy Good Governance And
Development In Nigeria The
democracy, and the unending and continuous efforts put
forward by the present administration, one can expect further
improvement in the years to come. The essays brought
together in the second section of this book represent a
selection of my further contribution to the continuing
discussion about the position of public policy and governance
in today’s world. It tackles issues concerning public
administration, public policy—policy implementation, and
governance around the globe.
Weak governance institutions and bad governance practices
have always undermined Africa's quest to consolidate her
democratic gains and development. The African Peer Review
Mechanism, a self monitoring mechanism, established by
African Union members to ensure that the policies and
practices of participating countries conform to the agreed
political, economic, and corporate governance codes,
standards, and values contained in the New Partnership for
Africa's Development declaration on Democracy, Good
Political, Economic and Corporate Governance have
contributed in consolidating democracy and good governance
in Ghana through the widening of the political space for civil
society groups and people at the grassroots to participate in
the governance process. Since going through the first review,
Ghana has taken measures to consolidate her democracy
and is now widely regarded as one of the most democratic
countries in Africa. Using a variety of data sources, this study
sets out to identify the conditions necessary for the
consolidation of democracy in Africa. It also identifies some
governance institutions that are critical in democratic
consolidation. The broad focus is on Ghana.
Governance, Development and Growth critically evaluates
conventional ideas about governance and development ,
highlighting that while good governance is a worthy goal by
itself, it is not a prerequisite for economic growth or
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development as the donor community commonly believes.
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