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Constructing The Political Spectacle
How do political authorities build support for themselves and their rule? Doing so is key
to accruing power, but it can be a complicated affair. The European Union, as a novel
political entity, faces a particularly difficult set of challenges. The Politics of Everyday
Europe argues that the legitimation of EU authority rests in part on a transformation in
the symbols and practices of everyday life in Europe. The Single Market and the Euro,
the legal category of European Citizen and policies promoting the free movement of
people, EU public architecture, arts and popular entertainment, and EU diplomacy and
foreign policy all generate symbols and practices that change peoples' day-to-day
experiences naturalizing European governance.The modern nation-state has long used
similar strategies of nationalism and 'imagined communities' to legitimize its political
power. But the EU's cultural infrastructure is unique, as it navigates European national
identities with a particularly banality, trying to make the EU seem complementary to, not
in competition with, the nation-states. While this cultural legitimation has successfully
underpinned the EU's surprising political development, Europe today is more often met
with indifference by its citizens rather than affection. As economic and political crises
have stretched European social solidarity to the breaking point, this book offers a clear
theoretical framework for understanding how everyday culture matters fundamentally in
the political life of the EU, and how the construction of meaning can be a potent power
resource-albeit one open to contestation and subversion by the very citizens it calls into
being.
with contributions by numerous experts
Blood Road is a complex mix of social history, literary analysis, political biography, and
murder mystery. It explores and analyzes the social and cultural dynamics of the
Chinese revolution of the 1920s by focusing on the mysterious 1928 assassination of
Shen Dingyi—revolutionary, landlord, politician, poet, journalist, educator, feminist, and
early member of both the Communist and Nationalist parties. The search for Shen's
killer details the contours of revolutionary change in different spatial
contexts—metropolitan Shanghai, the provincial capital Hangzhou, and Shen's home
village of Yaqian. Several interrelated themes emerge in this dramatic story of
revolution: the nature of social identity, the role of social networks, the political import of
place, and the centrality of process in historical explanation. It contributes significantly
to a new understanding of Chinese revolutionary culture and the 1920s revolution in
particular. But Blood Road remains at base a story of people linked in various
relationships who were thrust, often without choice, into treacherous revolutionary
currents that shaped, twisted, and destroyed their lives.
"Deeds Done in Words is an impressive piece of work. It is the first attempt to identify
and assess the principal genres of rhetoric, and to interpret the panoply of those genres
in terms of the needs of, and the needs for, ritual in American politics."—Jeffrey Tulis,
author of The Rhetorical Presidency "Deeds Done in Words is a thoughtful survey of
how a democracy uses language to transact its business. Based on an enlivened
understanding of genre theory and on numerous pieces of original criticism, Campbell
and Jamieson vividly show how central public discourse has become the lifeblood of
the American polity."—Roderick Hart, author of The Sound of Leadership "The rhetoric
that issues from the White House is becoming an ever more salient part of what the
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presidency means and does. This acute inquiry provides a great many insights into the
forms, meanings, and functions of presidential discourse. It is an enlightening
contribution to our understanding of American politics."—Murray Edelman, author of
Constructing the Political Spectacle
This is an ideal introduction for all embarking on a degree in Politics or International
Relations. Starting from the premise that the 'doing' of political science is an active, and
interactive, process of critical evaluation, it addresses the crucial question of how – as
well as what – we should study. The book examines a wide range of theoretical
perspectives and shows how they can be usefully applied to questions such as 'Why do
states go to war?' and 'In whose interests does the political system work?' Chapters are
organized by core areas of study – such as power, the state, policy, institutions, the
media, security, political economy – and show how theories can be used and applied
within each topic. Key benefits: - shows how to apply and critique theories with
confidence - provides the complete analytical toolkit needed to study Politics and
International Relations - incorporates case studies and examples from around the world
Most Americans are not aware that the US prison population has tripled over the past
two decades, nor that the US has the highest rate of incarceration in the industrialized
world. Despite these facts, politicians from across the ideological spectrum continue to
campaign on "law and order" platforms and to propose "three strikes"--and even "two
strikes"--sentencing laws. Why is this the case? How have crime, drugs, and
delinquency come to be such salient political issues, and why have enhanced
punishment and social control been defined as the most appropriate responses to these
complex social problems? Making Crime Pay: Law and Order in Contemporary
American Politics provides original, fascinating, and persuasive answers to these
questions. According to conventional wisdom, the worsening of the crime and drug
problems has led the public to become more punitive, and "tough" anti-crime policies
are politicians' collective response to this popular sentiment. Katherine Beckett
challenges this interpretation, arguing instead that the origins of the punitive shift in
crime control policy lie in the political rather than the penal realm--particularly in the
tumultuous period of the 1960s.
Grounded in representation, agency, irony, cynicism, and related topics central to
literary criticism, 'Knowing Nukes' emphasizes the pervasive paradoxes within nuclear
discourse, advocating an approach that understands-and does not simply recoil fromthe character of modern communication and the odd codes of strategic deterrence.
This book examines the role of humor in modern American politics. Written by a wide
range of authors from the fields of political science and communication, this book is
organized according to two general topics: how the modern media present political
humor the various ways in which political humor influences politics. Laughing Matters is
an excellent text for courses on media and politics, public opinion, and campaigns and
elections.

This fully updated Second Edition offers an unflinching and comprehensive
overview of the full range of both practical and theoretical issues facing
educational leadership today. Editor Fenwick W. English and 30 renowned
authors boldly address the most fundamental and contested issues in the field,
including culturally relevant and distributed leadership; critical policy and practice
issues predicting the new century’s conflict; the paradox of changes; and the
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promises, paradoxes, and pitfalls of standards for educational leaders.
It has been suggested that policy analysis has come to serve the needs of the
state at the expense of the citizens. This book offers a critique of how welfare
policy is analyzed and set in the USA, illustrating that how we study issues
affects what ultimately gets done about them.
This book is about how people in power use language to generate and
perpetuate misunderstandings.
As a field of rich theoretical development and practical application, political
communication has expanded over the past fifty years. Since its development
shaped by the turmoil of the World Wars and suspicion of new technologies such
as film and radio, the discipline has become a hybrid fieldlargely devoted to
connecting the dots between political rhetoric, politicians and leaders, voters'
opinions, and media exposure to better understand how any one aspect can
affects the others. The Oxford Handbook of Political Communication provides
contexts for viewing the field of political communication, examines political
discourse, media, and considers political communication's evolution inside the
altered political communication landscape. Kate Kenski and Kathleen Hall
Jamieson bringtogether some of the most groundbreaking scholars in the field to
reflect upon their areas of expertise to address the importance of their areas of
study to the field, the major findings to date, including areas of scholarly
disagreement, on the topics, the authors' perspectives, and
unansweredquestions for future research to address. Their answers reveal that
political communication is a hybrid with complex ancestry, permeable boundaries
and interests that overlap with those of related fields such as political sociology,
public opinion, rhetoric, neuroscience and the new hybrid on thequad, media
psychology. This comprehensive review of the political communication literature
is designed to become the first reference for scholars and students interested in
the study of how, why, when, and with what effect humans make sense of
symbolic exchanges about sharing and shared power. The sixty-two chapters in
The Oxford Handbook of Political Communication contain an overview of past
scholarship while providing critical reflection of its relevance in a changing media
landscape and offering agendas for future research and innovation.
In recent decades, some of the most celebrated and culturally influential
American oratorical performances have come not from political leaders or
religious visionaries, but from stand-up comics. Even though comedy and satire
have been addressed by rhetorical scholarship in recent decades, little attention
has been paid to stand-up. This collection is an attempt to further cultivate the
growing conversation about stand-up comedy from the perspective of the
rhetorical tradition. It brings together literatures from rhetorical, cultural, and
humor studies to provide a unique exploration of stand-up comedy that both
argues on behalf of the form’s capacity for social change and attempts to draw
attention to a series of otherwise unrecognized rhetors who have made
significant contributions to public culture through comedy.
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Cover -- Half Title -- Title -- Copyright -- Contents -- Acknowledgements -- Series
Preface -- Introduction -- 1 A Sociological Analysis of the Law of Vagrancy -- 2
Civil Justice and the Poor: Issues for Sociological Research -- 3 Governing
Through Crime -- 4 A Genealogy of Dependency: Tracing a Keyword of the U.S.
Welfare State -- 5 "Constructing the Political Spectacle": The Interpretation of
Entitlements, Legalization, and Obligations in Social Welfare History -- 6
Subsidized Lives and the Ideology of Efficiency -- 7 Subordination, Rhetorical
Survival Skills, and Sunday Shoes: Notes on the Hearing of Mrs G. -- 8 "An
Honest Living": Street Vendors, Municipal Regulation, and the Black Public
Sphere -- 9 Spiritual and Menial Housework -- 10 The Practice of Law as
Confidence Game: Organizational Cooptation of a Profession -- 11 Socializing
the Legal Profession: Can Redistributing Lawyers' Services Achieve Social
Justice? -- 12 Community Resource Orientation Among Low Income Groups -13 Conformity, Contestation, and Resistance: An Account of Legal
Consciousness -- 14 Low-Income People and the Political Process -- 15
Community Economic Development as Progressive Politics: Toward a
Grassroots Movement for Economic Justice -- 16 Beyond Welfare Reform: Can
We Build a Local Welfare State? -- Name Index
The 'in-yer-face' plays of the mid-1990s announced a new generation shaped by
Thatcherism and defined by antipathy to social ideals and political involvement.
They have generated thoughtful and lively responses from playwrights. The
resulting dialogue has brought politics to the forefront of British drama and
reinvigorated British theatre.
Not long after the Allied victories in Europe and Japan, America's attention turned
from world war to cold war. The perceived threat of communism had a definite
and significant impact on all levels of American popular culture, from government
propaganda films like Red Nightmare in Time magazine to Adventures of Rocky
and Bullwinkle. This work examines representations of anti-communist sentiment
in American popular culture from the early fifties through the mid-sixties. The
discussion covers television programs, films, novels, journalism, maps, memoirs,
and other works that presented anti-communist ideology to millions of Americans
and influenced their thinking about these controversial issues. It also points out
the different strands of anti-communist rhetoric, such as liberal and
countersubversive ones, that dominated popular culture in different media, and
tells a much more complicated story about producers' and consumers' ideas
about communism through close study of the cultural artifacts of the Cold War.
Instructors considering this book for use in a course may request an examination
copy here.
The scope and theme of this book are political, polemical, sociological, and
ideological. The book lays a historical foundation to explain the reason Obama
has not had a successful political relationship with Congressional Republicans.
The author relies on systemic racism to explain Obama’s political saga with the
Congressional Republicans. In spite of the GOP’s obstructionist tactics, Obama
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still goes on to win re-election.
Media Bias? addresses the question: To what extent can mainstream news
media be characterized as 'conservative' or 'liberal'? The study involves a
systematic comparative analysis of the coverage given to major domestic social
issues from 1975 to 2000 by two mainstream newsmagazines, Newsweek and
Time, and two explicitly partisan publications, the conservative National Review
and the liberal Progressive.
Read The Chronicle of Higher Ed Author Interview In This Is Not a President,
Diane Rubenstein looks at the postmodern presidency — from Reagan and
George H. W. Bush, through the current administration, and including Hillary.
Focusing on those seemingly inexplicable gaps or blind spots in recent American
presidential politics, Rubenstein interrogates symptomatic moments in political
rhetoric, popular culture, and presidential behavior to elucidate profound and
disturbing changes in the American presidency and the way it embodies a
national imaginary. In a series of essays written in real time over the past four
presidential administrations, Rubenstein traces the vernacular use of the
American presidency (as currency, as grist for popular biography, as fictional TV
material) to explore the ways in which the American presidency functions as a
“transitional object” that allows the American citizen to meet or discover the
president while going about her everyday life. The book argues that it is French
theory — primarily Lacanian psychoanalysis and the radical semiotic theories of
Jean Baudrillard — that best accounts for American political life today. Through
episodes as diverse as Iran Contra, George H. W. Bush vomiting in Japan, the
1992 Republican convention, the failed nomination of Lani Guinier, and the Iraq
War, This Is Not a President brilliantly situates our collective investment in
American political culture.
This book explores discursive psychological empirical research in the context of
political communication. Drawing together a well-established field of study and a
variety of discursive psychology approaches the authors confront the theoretical
and practical challenges that discursive psychology and political communication
studies face today. Using a diverse range of approaches, including the analysis
of TV shows, cartoons, social media groups and blogs, face-to-face verbal
interaction, political rhetoric and mainstream news reports, the authors explain
the ways in which discursive psychology can offer insight into the nature of
contemporary political communications. The book offers timely and international
reflections on the context of online political communication, Brexit rhetoric,
prejudice discourse and political persuasion, showcasing the analytical acumen
and empirical insight that can be gleaned from discursive psychology methods.
Political Communication: Discursive Perspectives highlights the value of
contributions from outside English speaking academia and is essential reading
for academics, researchers and students interested in political communication or
discursive psychology. Mirko A. Demasi is a lecturer in psychology at York St
John University, UK. His current research interest is in the study of political
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debates on the European Union in the context of Brexit, constructions of truth
and factuality as rhetorical and moral concerns, contested political discourse and
the study of racist discourse in Finland and beyond. Shani Burke is a senior
lecturer in psychology at Teesside University, UK. Her research interests are
applying discursive psychology to Islamophobic and far-right discourse, focusing
on how potentially prejudicial arguments are presented as reasonable. Her work
has been published in a range of journals, such as Discourse and Society and
the Journal of Community and Applied Social Psychology. Cristian Tileaga is
Reader in Social Psychology in the School of Social Sciences and Humanities at
Loughborough University, UK. He has written extensively on discursive
psychology, prejudice and discrimination, collective memory, and
interdisciplinarity. He is the author of a number of books, including Discursive
Psychology: Classic and Contemporary Issues (2015, with Elizabeth Stokoe) and
The Nature of Prejudice: Society, Discrimination and Moral Exclusion (2016).
The 14 clearly written articles included in this collection exemplify the best of
sociological scholarship on drug and alcohol problems. The readings strike a
balance between constructionist, epidemiological, and ethnographic approaches
to the study of drinking, drug use, and related problems such as domestic
violence, crime, and the spread of HIV/AIDS. Visit our website for sample
chapters!
This book offers a range of interdisciplinary evaluations of the history of samesex relationships in the Church as they have been understood in different periods
and contexts. The relationships between diverse forms of religious and sexual
identities have been widely contested in the media since the rise of the lesbian
and gay liberation movement in the 1970s. One of the key images that often
appears in public debate is that of ‘lesbians and gays in the Church’ as a
significant ‘problem’. Research over the past forty years or so into queer
theology and the history of same-sex desire has shown that such issues have
played an important role in the story of Christianity over many centuries. The
contributors to this volume have all been inspired by the challenges of such
revisionist study to explore religion and same-sex desire as a field of opportunity
for investigation and debate. They uncover some of the hidden histories of the
Church and its theologies: they tell sometimes unexpected stories, many of which
invite serious further study. It is quite clear through history that some in the
churches have been at the vanguard of legislative and social change. Similarly,
some churches have offered safe queer spaces. Overall, these essays offer new
interpretations and original research into the history of sexuality that helps inform
the contemporary debate in the churches as well as in the academy.
Contributors: J. Jeffery Auer, Jeff D. Bass, Jane Blankenship, Robert J.
Branham, DeLysa Burnier, Robin Carter, David Descutner, G. Thomas
Goodnight, James Jasinski, Deborah K. Johnson, Janette Kenner Muir,
Catherine Helen Palczewski, W. Barnett Pearce, Michael Weiler, Marilyn J.
Young
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Kitsch-or tacky, simplistic art and art forms-is used by various political actors to
shape and limit what we know about ourselves, what we know about our past
and our future, as well as what our present-day public policy options might be.
Using a plethora of historic and contemporary examples (such as Forrest Gump
and Boys Town), the author maps out how kitsch is employed in various political
and educational sites to shape public opinion and understandings.
African American political scientists speak out about their discipline, academic issues and
racism in the profession.
Eminent political scientists weigh the benefits and the costs of this state of permanent
campaign and describe the kind of political system likely to emerge within it.
What is leadership? Not only has that question been debated since the beginning of human
culture and society, but it's a moving target based on the definer, and the epoch. The definition
can be thought-provoking and profound: A leader is best when people barely know he exists,
not so good when people obey and acclaim him, worse when they despise him, (Lao Tzu, 6th
century BC ). Or the profundity may lie shrouded in the prosaic: A leader is one who has
followers, (Peter Drucker, 20th century). However you define the concept, today's challenges
for leaders of all stripes are monumental, and the need for effective leadership is huge. More
than anything, this set travels farther and digs deeper than most leadership books. It takes us
from mere explanations of leadership to an understanding of it as part of the human condition.
Reading it should be at the top of the to-do list for any leader in any era. In Leadership at the
Crossroads, contributors from a wide variety of fields, including management, economics,
political science, philosophy, sociology, history, literature, and psychology, explore the many
facets of leadership. The set comprises: Volume 1: Leadership and Psychology; Volume 2:
Leadership and Politics; Volume 3: Leadership and the Humanities. Collectively, this set
showcases traditional and emerging approaches to leadership in both theory and practice and
raises new questions brought on by society's new challenges. It also suggests solutions for
developing and promoting leadership in the corporate world, politics and diplomacy, religion,
education, non-profits, and the arts. Whether identifying qualities that will serve a U.S.
president well, or the characteristics of the essential can-do supervisor in today's corporation,
Leadership at the Crossroads supplies insights and intelligence that will help leaders make the
most of the challenges and opportunities lying before them.
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) has achieved celebrity status in many Western
countries, yet despite considerable effort to prove its existence as a "real" disorder, ADHD still
suffers from a crisis of legitimacy. Nonetheless, diagnosis and prescription of medication has
grown at a phenomenal rate since the late 1980s, particularly in Western culture. Numerous
accounts exist explaining how the ADHD diagnosis functions as a convenient administrative
loophole, providing schools with a medical explanation for school failure, medication to sedate
the "problem" into submission, or the means to eject children from mainstream classrooms.
This book provides a more holistic interpretation of how to respond to children who might
otherwise be diagnosed with and medicated for "ADHD"---a diagnosis which, whether
scientifically valid or not, is unhelpful within the confine of the school. Training teachers to
recognise and identify "ADHD symptoms" or to understand the functions of restricted
pharmaceuticals will only serve to increase the number of children diagnosed and the sale of
psychoactive medications. Research has shown that such activities will not help those children
learn, nor will it empower their classroom teachers to take responsibility for teaching such
children well. This book seeks to provide school practitioners with knowledge that is useful
within the educational context to improve the educational experiences and outcomes for
children who might otherwise receive a diagnosis of ADHD. "Linda Graham and her colleagues
have worked together to produce an enormously important book. Far too often when children
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don't do as we expect them to do they are labelled with some soubriquet of personal deficit.
Graham and the contributors to this book skillfully deconstruct and powerfully challenge this
tendency."---Professor Gary Thomas, Chair in Inclusion and Diversity and Head of the School
of Education, University of Birmingham, England
The author examines the field of sociology and the closing of many sociology departments and
then proposes "an alternative, plsitive view of social research."--Jacket.
This monograph examines the rhetorical nature and function of representations of the future in
political discourse, focusing on political actors use of hegemonic images of future reality to
achieve their political goals. It argues that a key ideological dimension of political rhetoric lies in
politicians use of projections of the future to legitimate policies and actions. This argument is
grounded in systemic-functional and critical discourse analyses of the Bush Doctrine, the U.S.
policy response to the September 11 terrorist attacks which sanctioned a preemptive military
posture. By focusing on the discursive construction of the future, this project addresses a
lacunae in critical discourse studies and calls attention to the crucial role that the discourse and
practice of futurology has played in post-Cold War politics and society. It will be of value to
scholars interested in the discourses of politics, the war on terror, U.S. national security, and
futurology."
The Novgorod region of Russia is a sparsely populated area about the size of Ireland better
known for its medieval archaeology and folklore than for anything else. Although Novgorod
began the post-Soviet period with no unusual endowment of natural or human resources, it has
attracted a large amount of foreign investment. Its dramatic economic success and political
innovation have impressed observers. Local governments deliver benefits and services
reliably, and the regional government responds quickly to citizens' needs and demands.
Something noteworthy is happening in Novgorod that does not square with familiar headlines
about contemporary Russia: oligarchs and oil, ethnic tensions and corruption. Nicolai N. Petro
attempts to explain the Novgorod phenomenon by seeking answers at the regional level.
Novgorod is, he finds, a model of effective democratic consolidation. Petro suggests that the
region owes its unexpected recent success to its political elites, who have identified key
cultural symbols and used those symbols to promote democratic development. Drawing on
comparisons with other regions and countries, Petro finds that these cultural tactics often yield
better results than do Western-style institutions and educational training programs. "Current
efforts to promote democracy focus too much on structural changes and not enough on the
conditions needed to sustain them," Petro writes. "For the rule of law, free markets, and free
and fair elections to gain broad public support, they must first make sense within the local
cultural tradition." The unexpected success of regional democratic development in a country
not known for its democratic traditions suggests that local governments can transform the
burden of the past into an ally of change, a finding with implications for democratic
development initiatives in other areas of the world.
Justice and Power in the Sociolegal Studies asks what interdisciplinary work in the law and
society tradition tells us about the relationship of law and justice, as well as the way power
operates in and through law. The fundamental concepts of justice and power provide points of
departure for leading scholars to explore the various domains of socio-legal research. As they
note the explicitness of the engagement with issues of power and the relative silence about -or indirectness in taking on -- questions of justice found in most law and society research, they
ask how engagement with issues of power and silence about justice constituted law and
society as a research field caught between a desire to have political impact and, at the same
time, to maintain its scientific respectability.

At a time of radical shifts in power across the globe, the sixth edition of An Introduction
to Political Communication examines the role of the media in the political process. Brian
McNair reflects on the role of communication in key events such as the referendum
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vote for the UK’s withdrawal from the European Union, the rise of nationalist populism
in Europe, and the victory of Donald Trump in the 2016 US presidential election. He
explores the use of communication as a weapon by Islamic State and other insurgent
organisations, and by Putin’s Russia in its dealings with the West, including the
hacking of Democratic Party emails in 2016. McNair argues that an expanding
globalised public sphere and digital media network have transformed political
communication, allowing political actors, from politicians and pressure groups to trade
unions and terrorist organisations, to bypass traditional, established media in
communicating their messages. This sixth edition of McNair’s classic text has been
comprehensively revised and updated to include: the 2016 US presidential election and
Donald Trump’s rise to power; the UK’s EU referendum of 2016, the Scottish
independence referendum of 2014 and the ‘snap’ UK general election of June 2017;
the growing role in political communication of the internet and social media platforms
such as Twitter, Facebook and YouTube, and their destabilising impact on the
management of political crises all over the world including the shooting down of
Malaysian Airlines MH17 and the disappearance of MH370, the Tianjin disaster in
China and the Russian intervention in Ukraine; Islamic State’s global jihad, and the use
of social media as an instrument of terror; the growing capacity of WikiLeaks and other
online sources, such as the International Consortium of Investigative Journalists, to
challenge elite control of information.
One of the most widely read and translated theorists of the former Soviet Union, Yurii
Lotman was a daring and imaginative thinker. A cofounder of the Tartu-Moscow school
of semiotics, he analyzed a broad range of cultural phenomena, from the opposition
between Russia and the West to the symbolic construction of space, from cinema to
card playing, from the impact of theater on painting to the impact of landscape design
on poetry. His insights have been particularly important in conceptualizing the creation
of meaning and understanding the function of art and literature in society, and they
have enriched the work of such diverse figures as Paul Ricoeur, Stephen Greenblatt,
Umberto Eco, Wolfgang Iser, Julia Kristeva, and Frederic Jameson. In this volume,
edited by Andreas Schönle, contributors extend Lotman's theories to a number of fields.
Focusing on his less frequently studied later period, Lotman and Cultural Studies
engages with such ideas as the "semiosphere," the fluid, dynamic semiotic environment
out of which meaning emerges; "auto-communication," the way in which people create
narratives about themselves that in turn shape their self-identity; change, as both
gradual evolution and an abrupt, unpredictable "explosion"; power; law and mercy;
Russia and the West; center and periphery. As William Mills Todd observes in his
afterword, the contributors to this volume test Lotman's legacy in a new context: "Their
research agendas-Iranian and American politics, contemporary Russian and Czech
politics, sexuality and the body-are distant from Lotman's own, but his concepts and
awareness yield invariably illuminating results."
This book emphasises the theoretical and methodological diversity of the field of
political psychology as a means for understanding political behaviour.
Thanks to the ready availability of political news today, informed citizens can protect
and promote their own interests and the public interest more effectively. Or can they?
Murray Edelman argues against this conventional interpretation of politics, one that
takes for granted that we live in a world of facts and that people react rationally to the
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facts they know. In doing so, he explores in detail the ways in which the conspicuous
aspects of the political scene are interpretations that systematically buttress established
inequalities and interpretations already dominant political ideologies.
Key Thinkers for the Information Society provides an introduction to some important
social theorists whose work has considerable relevance to today's 'brave new world' of
information and communication technologies. With the aim of widening current
perspectives on the information society, each contributor introduces a particular theorist
and discusses the way in which their insights can be reintroduced into debates
regarding the social, political and cultural impact of ICTs. Theorists presented in
Volume 1 include some well-known and some less well-known figures: Walter
Benjamin; Murray Edeleman; Jacques Ellul; Harold Innes; Lewis Mumford; Karl Polanyi;
Eric Elmer Scattachneider and Raymond Williams. Each has something fresh and
pertinent to say and taken as a whole this volume provides an exciting new resource for
contemporary studies.
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