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Coming Of Age In Mississippi

This dissertation focuses on Anne Moody's use of the autobiographical genre as an extension of her political activism. Noting
consistent values and conventions that govern the writing of political activists, this study asserts that Moody's narrative is best
situated in the genre of political autobiography--a term coined by Angela Davis. Using Margo V. Perkins' text as a base to define
autobiography as activism, this dissertation illustrates the consistent values that characterize Moody's narrative as political
autobiography, resistance literature, and ultimately Black Power literature. Building on the works of Joanne Braxton, Patricia Hill
Collins, Angela Davis, Elizabeth Fox-Genovese, bell hooks, Margo V. Perkins, Assata Shakur, and Johnny Stover, this project
demonstrates the use of Moody's autobiography as a collective form of resistance that is reflective of autobiography as activism.
To frame its argument, this study theorizes how one comes into revolutionary consciousness, demonstrating the move toward
activism as a process. Drawing on Sidonie Smith and Julia Watson's autobiographical theory that the "narrated I" is distinguished
from the "narrating I," this study asserts, as Francoise Lionnet suggests, that the "narrating I" is the vehicle to deliver recollections
relevant to the autobiographer's agenda. This study emphasizes that the early version of the self Moody creates is consciously
linked to her role as a future activist, ultimately demonstrating her political evolution through the emphatic linking of the personal
and political. Most importantly, this dissertation demonstrates that Moody's text represents a continuity--an autobiographical
bridge--between representations of the Christian nonviolent civil rights movement and the Black Power movement of the late
1960's. This study argues that Moody's autobiography is ideologically poised at the intersection of civil rights and Black Power;
therefore, it serves as both a civil rights autobiography and a Black Power autobiography. Coming of Age in Mississippi offers a
unique contribution to the genre of Black Power autobiography for the way it facilitates unprecedented insight into the transition
from non-violent civil rights ideology to revolutionary consciousness.
In this book, Thomas Adams Upchurch presents the true story of a white youth's experiences with race relations in the early years
of integration in Mississippi. Upchurch, a first-generation product of the integrated public schools in Mississippi, describes what it
was like to be white in a public school that was 70% black. The book offers a glimpse into the triumphs, challenges, and failures of
integration in the 1970s and 1980s and beyond, from one 'white minorityOs' perspective. By analyzing the factors of prejudice,
academics, sports, masculinity, religion, and attempts at racial reconciliation, this book vividly shows why race relations must be
kept in the context of the larger picture of southern life and society. It hopes to bring more attention to this little-discussed and
infrequently written-about period and topic of American history.
In this book, we have hand-picked the most sophisticated, unanticipated, absorbing (if not at times crackpot!), original and musing
book reviews of "Coming of Age in Mississippi." Don't say we didn't warn you: these reviews are known to shock with their
unconventionality or intimacy. Some may be startled by their biting sincerity; others may be spellbound by their unbridled flights of
fantasy. Don't buy this book if: 1. You don't have nerves of steel. 2. You expect to get pregnant in the next five minutes. 3. You've
heard it all.
A Study Guide for Anne Moody's "Coming of Age in Mississippi," excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Nonfiction Classics for
Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical
context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Nonfiction Classics for Students for all of
your research needs.
Details the Black struggle for civil rights in Mississippi
Anne Moody provides a first person account of growing up black in the rural south during the nineteen forties and fifties.
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Gale Group, Inc., a division of the Thomson Corporation, presents a biographical sketch of African-American civil rights activist
Medgar Evers (1925-1963). Evers fought against segregation. He received numerous threats of violence and was ultimately shot
in the back and killed. Byron de la Beckwith (1922-2001), Evers' murderer, was originally freed due to a jury deadlock, but was
retried and convicted in 1994.
Not since "Cane River," an Oprah Book Club pick, has a book come along to strike a familiar discord of memories for Black
Americans with such vivid imagery and accurate reflection.
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With contributions from Elizabeth Aydelott, Fred Banks, Jimmy Buffett, Edward Cohen, Maggie Wade Dixon, Ellen Douglas, W. Ralph
Eubanks, Richard Ford, Gwendolyn Gong, Carolyn Haines, Lorian Hemingway, Samuel Jones, Robert Khayat, B. B. King, John Maxwell,
Alberto Mora, Donald Peterson, Noel Polk, Jerry Rice, George Riggs, Robert St. John, Sid Salter, Constance Slaughter-Harvey, Elizabeth
Spencer, Clifton Taulbert, Keith Tonkel, Sela Ward, Wyatt Waters, Jim Weatherly, and William Winter Growing Up in Mississippi shares
experiences and impressions from a multifaceted group representing all areas of the state and many professions, talents, and temperaments.
Parents, teachers, churches, communities, landscape, and historical context profoundly influenced these men and women when they were
young. In his revealing foreword, Richard Ford explores the very essence of influence and illustrates his conclusions by recalling an indelible
incident between his mother and himself in the front yard of their home on Congress Street in Jackson, Mississippi. The volume then
showcases poignant memories of other distinguished individuals: a governor and statesman, journalists, a news anchor, a playwright,
novelists, memoirists, a publisher, a minister, educators and scholars, judges and lawyers, a test pilot and astronaut, a renowned
watercolorist, a celebrated actress, and many more. Spanning more than five decades, these essays give us a glimpse of the people and
places that nurtured these outstanding individuals and their remarkable gifts.
"Contributors look at the writers and their works from a feminist-womanist perspective, and address issues relating to race, class, and gender.
Topical entries, e.g., "Work," "Protest Tradition," "Religion," "The Use of Myth," and "Memory," provide a rich context for the
literature."--Choice review.
An authoritative history of the overlooked youth activists that spearheaded the largest protests of the Civil Rights Movement and set the
blueprint for future generations of activists to follow. Some of the most iconic images of the Civil Rights Movement are those of young people
engaged in social activism, such as children and teenagers in 1963 being attacked by police in Birmingham with dogs and water hoses. But
their contributions have not been well documented or prioritized. The Young Crusaders is the first book dedicated to telling the story of the
hundreds of thousands of children and teenagers who engaged in sit-ins, school strikes, boycotts, marches, and demonstrations in which Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. and other national civil rights leaders played little or no part. It was these young activists who joined in the largest civil
rights demonstration in US history: the system-wide school boycott in New York City on February 3, 1964, where over 360,000 elementary
and secondary school students went on strike and thousands attended freedom schools. Later that month, tens of thousands of children and
teenagers participated in the “Freedom Day” boycotts in Boston and Chicago, also demanding “quality integrated education.” Distinguished
historian V. P. Franklin illustrates how their ingenuity made these and numerous other campaigns across the country successful in bringing
about the end to legalized racial discrimination. It was these unheralded young people who set the blueprint for today’s youth activists and
their campaigns to address poverty, joblessness, educational inequality, and racialized violence and discrimination. Understanding the role of
children and teenagers transforms how we understand the Civil Rights Movement and the broader part young people have played in
shepherding social and educational progress, and it serves as a model for the youth-led “reparatory justice” campaigns seen today mounted
by Black Lives Matter, March for Our Lives, and the Sunrise Movement. Highlighting the voices of the young people themselves, Franklin
offers a redefining narrative, complemented by arresting archival images. The Young Crusaders reveals a radical history that both challenges
and expands our understanding of the Civil Rights Movement.
Chronicling the autobiographical tradition in African American literature from the 18th century to the present, this volume features 66 authors
from Maya Angelou to Malcolm X. Alphabetized entries, written by expert contributors, include concise biographies, overviews of
autobiographical works and themes, reviews of critical receptions, and bibliographies.
A widely hailed social commentary, this contemporary classic is the autobiography of a young black girl growing up in the Deep South

Contains nearly two hundred alphabetically arranged entries that provide information on women's autobiography, covering
selected authors from throughout history, major works, nationalities or ethnicities, and related issues, themes, and terms.
Uses archival sources and interviews with participants in the Nation of Islam, Black Panther Party, and other groups to explore
how the Black Power movement of the 1960s affected African American identity and politics.
More than one hundred Mississippi writers recount their experiences growing up in the South, including encounters with racism
"This book is indispensable for anyone interested in United States history, the Civil Rights Movement, nonviolent protest, and
Christian models of leadership."--BOOK JACKET.
Ed King’s Mississippi: Behind the Scenes of Freedom Summer features more than forty unpublished black-and-white photographs
and substantial writings by the prominent civil rights activist Rev. Ed King. The images and text provide a unique perspective on
Mississippi during the summer of 1964. Taken in Jackson, Greenwood, and Philadelphia, the photographs showcase informal
images of Martin Luther King Jr., Andrew Young, Mississippi civil rights workers, and college student volunteers in the movement.
Ed King’s writings offer background and insights on the motivations and work of Freedom Summer volunteers, on the racial
climate of Mississippi during the late 1950s and 1960s, and the grassroots effort by black Mississippians to enter the political
arena and exercise their fundamental civil rights. King, a native of Vicksburg and a Methodist minister, was a founder of the
Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party and a key figure in the civil rights movement in the state in the 1960s. As one of the few
white Mississippians with a leadership position in the movement, his words and photographs offer a rare behind-the-scenes
chronicle of events in the state during Freedom Summer. King is a retired faculty member of the School of Health Related
Professions, University of Mississippi Medical Center. Historian Trent Watts furnishes a substantial introduction to the volume and
offers background on the Freedom Summer campaign as well as a description of King’s civil rights activism from the late 1950s to
the present day.

In the 1600s Colonial French settlers brought Christianity into the lands that are now the state of Mississippi. Throughout
the period of French rule and the period of Spanish dominion that followed, Roman Catholicism remained the principal
religion. By the time that statehood was achieved in 1817, Mississippi was attracting Methodists, Baptists, Presbyterians,
and other Protestant evangelical faiths at a remarkable pace, and by the twentieth century, religion in Mississippi was
dominantly Protestant and evangelical. In this book, Randy J. Sparks traces the roots of evangelical Christianity in the
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state and shows how the evangelicals became a force of cultural revolution. They embraced the poorer segments of
society, welcomed high populations of both women and African Americans, and deeply influenced ritual and belief in the
state's vision of Christianity. In the 1830s as the Mississippi economy boomed, so did evangelicalism. As Protestant
faiths became wedded to patriarchal standards, slaveholding, and southern political tradition, seeds were sown for the
war that would erupt three decades later. Until Reconstruction many Mississippi churches comprised biracial
congregations and featured women in prominent roles, but as the Civil War and the racial split cooled the evangelicals'
liberal fervor and drastically changed the democratic character of their religion into arch-conservatism, a strong but
separate black church emerged. As dominance by Protestant conservatives solidified, Jews, Catholics, and Mormons
struggled to retain their religious identities while conforming to standards set by white Protestant society. As Sparks
explores the dissonance between the state's powerful evangelical voice and Mississippi's social and cultural mores, he
reveals the striking irony of faith and society in conflict. By the time of the civil rights movement of the 1960s, religion,
formerly a liberal force, had become one of the leading proponents of segregation, gender inequality, and ethnic
animosity among whites in the Magnolia State. Among blacks, however, the churches were bastions of racial pride and
resistance to the forces of oppression.
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