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What has been the fate of Christianity since Nietzsche's famous announcement of the "death of God"? What is the possibility of
religion, specifically Christianity, thriving in our postmodern era? In this provocative new book, Gianni Vattimo, leading Italian
philosopher, politician, and framer of the European constitution, addresses these critical questions. When Vattimo was asked by a
former teacher if he still believed in God, his reply was, "Well, I believe that I believe." This paradoxical declaration of faith serves
as the foundation for a brilliant exposition on Christianity in the new millennium—an age characterized by a deep uncertainty of
opinion—and a personal account of how Vattimo himself recovered his faith through Nietzsche and Heidegger. He first argues that
secularization is in fact the fulfillment of the central Christian message, and prepares us for a new mode of Christianity. He then
explains that Nietzsche's thesis concerns only the "moral god" and leaves room for the emergence of "new gods." Third, Vattimo
claims that the postmodern condition of fragmentation, anti-Eurocentrism, and postcolonialism can be usefully understood in light
of Joachim of Fiore's thesis concerning the "Spiritual Age" of history. Finally, Vattimo argues for the idea of "weak thought."
Because philosophy in the postmetaphysical age can only acknowledge that "all is interpretation," that the "real" is always relative
and not the hard and fast "truth" we once thought it to be, contemporary thought must recognize itself and its claims as "weak" as
opposed to "strong" foundationalist claims of the metaphysical past. Vattimo concludes that these factors make it possible for
religion and God to become a serious topic for philosophy again, and that philosophy should now formally engage religion.
The debate over the place of religion in secular, democratic societies dominates philosophical and intellectual discourse. These
arguments often polarize around simplistic reductions, making efforts at reconciliation impossible. Yet more rational stances do
exist, positions that broker a peace between relativism and religion in people's public, private, and ethical lives. Christianity, Truth,
and Weakening Faith advances just such a dialogue, featuring the collaboration of two major philosophers known for their
progressive approach to this issue. Seeking unity over difference, Gianni Vattimo and René Girard turn to Max Weber, Eric
Auerbach, and Marcel Gauchet, among others, in their exploration of truth and liberty, relativism and faith, and the tensions of a
world filled with new forms of religiously inspired violence. Vattimo and Girard ultimately conclude that secularism and the
involvement (or lack thereof) of religion in governance are, in essence, produced by Christianity. In other words, Christianity is "the
religion of the exit from religion," and democracy, civil rights, the free market, and individual freedoms are all facilitated by Christian
culture. Through an exchange that is both intimate and enlightening, Vattimo and Girard share their unparalleled insight into the
relationships among religion, modernity, and the role of Christianity, especially as it exists in our multicultural world.
'This simplest of summaries of the Christian Faith is a kind of Institutes in miniature ... It covers all the fundamental points and
reveals Calvin's passionate and practical devotion to God' (Peace and Truth).
The debate over the place of religion in secular, democratic societies dominates philosophical and intellectual discourse. These
arguments often polarize around simplistic reductions, making efforts at reconciliation impossible. Yet more rational stances do
exist, positions that broker a peace between relativism and religion in people's public, private, and ethical lives. Christianity, Truth,
and Weakening Faith advances just such a dialogue, featuring the collaboration of two major philosophers known for their
progressive approach to this issue. Seeking unity over difference, Gianni Vattimo and RenŽ Girard turn to Max Weber, Eric
Auerbach, and Marcel Gauchet, among others, in their exploration of truth and liberty, relativism and faith, and the tensions of a
world filled with new forms of religiously inspired violence. Vattimo and Girard ultimately conclude that secularism and the
involvement (or lack thereof) of religion in governance are, in essence, produced by Christianity. In other words, Christianity is "the
religion of the exit from religion," and democracy, civil rights, the free market, and individual freedoms are all facilitated by Christian
culture. Through an exchange that is both intimate and enlightening, Vattimo and Girard share their unparalleled insight into the
relationships among religion, modernity, and the role of Christianity, especially as it exists in our multicultural world.

There are three main positions that people adopt within the abortion debate: pro-life, muddled middle, and pro-choice.
Jesus v. Abortion critiques the pro-choice and muddled middle positions, employing several unusual angles: (1) The
question "What would Jesus say about abortion if he were here today?" is given very substantial treatment. (2) The
abortion debate is usually conducted using moral and metaphysical arguments; this book adds in anthropological insights
regarding the function of violence in human culture. (3) Rights language is employed by both sides of the debate, to
opposite ends; this book leads the reader to ask deep questions about the concept of "rights." (4) The use of historical
analogies in the abortion debate goes both directions, in the sense that both sides accuse the other of being similar to the
defenders of slavery; this book contains what is probably the most sophisticated and sustained analysis of the meaning
and legitimacy of such analogies. (5) Many important thinkers are brought into this conversation, such as Soren
Kierkegaard, Eric Voegelin, Julien Benda, Simone Weil, Kenneth Burke, Richard Weaver, Rene Girard, Philip Rieff,
Giorgio Agamben, Chantal Delsol, Paul Kahn, and David Bentley Hart.
Many introductions to comics scholarship books begin with an anecdote recounting the author’s childhood experiences
reading comics, thereby testifying to the power of comics to engage and impact youth, but comics and power are
intertwined in a numbers of ways that go beyond concern for children’s reading habits. Comics and Power presents very
different methods of studying the complex and diverse relationship between comics and power. Divided into three
sections, its 14 chapters discuss how comics interact with, reproduce, and/or challenge existing power structures – from
the comics medium and its institutions to discourses about art, subjectivity, identity, and communities. The contributors
and their work, as such, represent a new generation of comics research that combines the study of comics as a unique
art form with a focus on the ways in which comics – like any other medium – participate in shaping the societies of which
they are part.
Religion, Identity and Human Security seeks to demonstrate that a major source of human insecurity comes from the
failure of states around the world to recognize the increasing cultural diversity of their populations which has resulted
from globalization. Shani begins by setting out the theoretical foundations, dealing with the transformative effects of
globalization on identity, violence and security. The second part of the volume then draws on different cases of sites of
human insecurity around the globe to develop these ideas, examining themes such as: securitization of religious symbols
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retreat from multiculturalism rise of exclusivist ethno-religious identities post- 9/11 state religion, colonization and the
‘racialization’ of migration Highlighting that religion can be a source of both human security and insecurity in a
globalizing world, Shani offers a ‘critical’ human security paradigm that seeks to de-secularize the individual by
recognizing the culturally contested and embedded nature of human identities. The work argues that religion serves an
important role in re-embedding individuals deracinated from their communities by neo-liberal globalization and will be of
interest to students of International Relations, Security Studies and Religion and Politics.
The thought of René Girard on violence, sacrifice, and mimetic theory has exerted a strong influence on Japanese
scholars as well as around the world. In this collection of essays, originating from a Tokyo conference on violence and
religion, scholars call on Girardian ideas to address apocalyptic events that have marked Japan's recent history as well
as other aspects of, primarily, Japanese literature and culture. Girard's theological notion of apocalypse resonates
strongly with those grappling with the horrors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, as well as events such as the 2011 T?hoku
earthquake and tsunami and the Fukushima nuclear disaster. In its focus on Girard and devastating violence, the
contributors raise issues of promise and peril for us all. The essays in Part I of the volume are primarily rooted in the
events of World War II. The contributors employ mimetic theory to respond to the use of nuclear weapons and the threat
of absolute destruction. Essays in Part II cover a wide range of topics in Japanese cultural history from the viewpoint of
mimetic theory, ranging from classic and modern Japanese literature to anime. Essays in Part III address theological
questions and mimetic theory, especially from a Judeo-Christian perspective. Contributors: Jeremiah L. Alberg, JeanPierre Dupuy, Yoko Irie Fayolle, Eric Gans, Sandor Goodhart, Shoichiro Iwakari, Mizuho Kawasaki, Kunio Nakahata,
Andreas Oberprantacher, Mery Rodriguez, Thomas Ryba, Richard Schenk, OP, Roberto Solarte, Matthew Taylor, and
Anthony D. Traylor.
English evangelicals give the appearance of being a community at war, with each other and with the world around them.
The issue of homosexuality is one of the key battlegrounds. How has this issue become so significant to evangelicals?
Why is it provoking such violent responses? How is it changing evangelicals, and what might this mean for the future?
This book examines the history of evangelical responses to the issue of homosexuality, setting them in a wider historical
and cultural context and drawing on the work of Rene Girard to argue that the issue of homosexuality has come to
symbolise deeply-held convictions within evangelicalism. The conflict over the issue that is now becoming apparent
within evangelicalism reveals deep divisions within the evangelical community that will have great significance for the
future. The Scandal of Evangelicals and Homosexuality offers an alternative perspective, seeking not to present an
answer to the ethical question, but rather to examine the way the debate has become scandalised and consider the cost.
It offers a window into contemporary English evangelicalism and provides an important contribution to international and
ecumenical debate.
In this highly personal book, one of Europe’s foremost contemporary philosophers confronts the theme of faith and
religion. He argues that there is a substantial link between the history of Christian revelation and the history of nihilism, in
particular as the latter appears in the work of Nietzsche and Heidegger, Vattimo’s philosophical specialty. Tracing the
relation between his response to these two thinkers and his own life as a devout Catholic, Vattimo shows how his
interpretation of Heidegger’s work and his conceptions of "weak thought” and "weak ontology” can be seen as closely
linked to a rediscovery of Christianity. Vattimo speaks here in the first person--a risk that results in a disarmingly open
exploration of the themes of charity, truth, dogmatism, morality, and sin, viewed through the lens of his own life and his
own return to Christianity. While deeply critical of institutionalized religion and the Church, Vattimo discovers in the
Christian tradition a voice (not a distinct message) whose interpretation is still being played out around us. Shaped by his
readings of Nietzsche and Heidegger, Vattimo’s decision to affirm his formation within the Christian tradition provides an
original and engaging contribution to the contemporary debate on religion. At the center of this book is the enigma of
belief. Freed by modernity from its Platonic subordination to knowledge, belief is recovered as a crucial and inevitable
feature of our cultural and personal lives. "Do you believe?” Vattimo is asked. "I believe so,” he replies.
Essays address the major themes of Pareyson’s hermeneutic philosophy in the context of his existentialist approach to
personhood. What if the inexhaustible were the only mode of self-revelation of truth? The question of the inexhaustibility
of truth, and its relation to being and interpretation, is the challenge posed by the philosophy of the prominent Italian
thinker Luigi Pareyson (1918–1991). Art, the interpretation of truth, and the theory of being as the ontology of both
inexhaustibility and freedom constitute the main themes of Pareyson’s distinctive form of philosophical hermeneutics,
which develops also on the basis of another fundamental concept, that of personhood understood in the radically
existentialist sense of the human being. In Thinking the Inexhaustible, Silvia Benso and Brian Schroeder bring together
essays devoted to Pareyson’s hermeneutic philosophy by important international scholars, including well-known Italian
thinkers Umberto Eco and Gianni Vattimo, who were both students of Pareyson. Pareyson’s philosophy of
inexhaustibility unfolds in conversation with major figures in Western intellectual history—from Croce to Valéry,
Dostoevsky, and Berdyaev; from Kant to Fichte, Hegel, and German romanticism; and from Pascal to Schelling,
Kierkegaard, Marcel, Jaspers, and Heidegger. “This book introduces, in a way that has not been done before, the central
ideas from Pareyson’s long philosophical career. It opens up pathways for further critical analysis and fills in a neglected
history within the broader scope of continental philosophy.” — James Risser, editor of Heidegger toward the Turn: Essays
on the Work of the 1930s
What has postmodernism got to do with Christianity? To what extent can a nihilist derive an ethic from the history of a
religion? Can a western approach to secularisation be applied to Islam? These questions are central to this collection of
essays from 2011–2015 by Matthew Edward Harris. The essays are grouped around the interrelated themes of religion,
ethics and the history of ideas and constitute a critically constructive approach to the subject matter. Harris defends
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Vattimo against some of his more strident critics, but nevertheless poses questions of his own. Along with a new
introduction, outlining Vattimo’s life, thought and ideas, and a conclusion, which looks at how developments in Vattimo’s
views on religion have wider implications for his ‘weak thought,’ the volume includes nine essays on Vattimo’s thought.
Harris’ overall argument is that Vattimo is overly reliant upon history and that there is a contradiction within his style of
‘weak thought,’ which is against definitive pronouncements yet excludes outright anything that does not pertain to the
history of linguistic messages.
The Christian in Complete Armour provides daily readings packed with tools for spiritual triumph. Written in the seventeenth century by Pastor
William Gurnall and compiled into 365 readings by editor James S. Bell, Jr., this collection supplies Christians with a soul-searching and
inspiring supplement to the Bible.'The best thought breeder in our library.' -Charles Spurgeon
"This is not a theological trestise on the one hand, nor on the other is it a volume of sermons. Like its predecessor, the volume on Prayer, it
has a distinct office to fulfill, an office that in the judgment of the editor is of immense importance. For between and the professor's lectureroom and the preacher's study there is a great gulf fixed. In the lecture-room the lectures on systematic theology are laboriously entered into
notebooks, which are useful for the exit examinations. But when the active work of the ministry begins and so many sermons have to be
prepared every week, the cupboard into which those notebooks have been stowed away is left undisturbed. The preacher begins to spin his
sermons out of his own brains, with the assistance of such popular books as happen to be at his hand." -- From the Preface
This volume presents a wide-ranging selection from the writings of a leading contemporary philosophical theologian, Vincent Brummer. In his
many books and articles Brummer has demonstrated how the tools of philosophical analysis are not only fruitful but also essential for dealing
with the central issues of systematic theology. The title of this volume, Meaning and the Christian Faith, highlights two characteristic themes
that recur throughout the many writings of Vincent Brummer. Much of his work has been devoted to exploring the meaning of the Christian
faith, and especially of its central claim that God is a personal being whose fellowship believers may enjoy. On the other hand, Brummer has
also shown that religious belief should not be understood as an explanatory theory but rather as a way in which believers understand the
meaning of their lives and their experience of the world and direct their lives accordingly.
It has long been assumed that the more modern we become, the less religious we will be, yet a recent resurgence in faith has challenged the
validity of this belief. In these original essays and interviews, leading hermeneutical philosophers and postmodern theorists John D. Caputo
and Gianni Vattimo engage with each other's past and present work on the subject and reflect on our transition from secularism to
postsecularism. Caputo and Vattimo explore the changes, distortions, and reforms that are a part of our postmodern faith and the forces
shaping the religious imagination today. Incisively and imaginatively connecting their argument to issues ranging from terrorism to fanaticism
and from politics to media and culture, these thinkers continue to reinvent the field of hermeneutic philosophy with wit, grace, and
compassion.
Could it be true that Jesus requires his followers to admit room for doubt in him? According to this book, yes. Lawson writes in Christian
Agnostic, “Greatness, in order to be great, must have a great adversary. Who would Luke Skywalker be without Darth Vadar? Who would
Rocky be without Apollo Creed? Who would Winston Churchill be without Hitler? Would we ever have known who David was without Goliath?
What would faith be without doubt?” Where maybe no other religious book does, the Bible understands that even though faith and doubt are
great adversaries, faith loves doubt because faith loves the fight and knows that it could not be great without uncertainty. More than that, the
Bible sees doubt as an ally because it knows that if doubt could be eliminated and true certainty attained, then faith, the resource that fuels
the Bible's followers, could not exist for there can be no faith where there is no doubt. The majority of the church, and the world at large,
views faith as a resource that erases doubt and decides truth. This misconception has caused much of the Christian world, for most of its
history, to embrace a method of searching for truth that is weak and lazy. This book shows that despite the church's mistaken belief about the
nature of faith, the Bible understands how to search for truth with the legitimacy that only comes from having the courage to be honest about
the room for doubt present wherever faith is used to believe and then being open to challenging one's own beliefs wherever that room for
doubt exists. In recent decades, millions have walked away from the church because they think the Bible lacks credibility. What they do not
realize is that the Bible has credibility, but that the Christian world holds back its legitimacy, instead choosing to unintentionally make the
Bible appear weak because it refuses to embrace the more honorable method of searching for truth that the book promotes. Christian
Agnostic will show the world many of the Bible's strengths that the church has been unknowingly concealing.
This inexpensive New Testament Bible is great for outreach and evangelism, featuring text from the world’s most popular modern-English
Bible translation, the New International Version. It also includes specially written articles that give an overview of fourteen key tenets of the
Christian faith, including: • Why Read the Bible? • Who Is God? • Why Does Sin Separate Us from God? • Who Is Jesus Christ? • Who Is
the Holy Spirit? • How Can I Turn My Life Around? • Why Go to Church? • What Is God’s Plan for Me? • How Can I Use My Gifts? • What
Is Prayer? • What Is Faith? • Are We Going to be Judged? • What Is God’s Plan for Salvation? • How Can I Share My Faith with Others?
Those looking for a single resource that collects clear teachings on the most important doctrines of Christianity need look no further than
Gregg Allison's 50 Core Truths of the Christian Faith. This volume covers foundational doctrines of the nature and works of God, the Bible,
God's created beings, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, salvation, the church, and the end times. And each chapter features clear guidance for how to
teach and apply the doctrine today. Pastors, Sunday school teachers, and lay students of theology will find this an indispensable resource for
understanding and teaching Christian theology.
This volume in the Political Theory and Contemporary Philosophy series provides a political and philosophical critique of Zionism. While other
nationalisms seem to have adapted to twenty-first century realities and shifting notions of state and nation, Zionism has largely remained
tethered to a nineteenth century mentality, including the glorification of the state as the only means of expressing the spirit of the people.
These essays, contributed by eminent international thinkers including Slavoj Zizek, Luce Irigaray, Judith Butler, Gianni Vattimo, Walter
Mignolo, Marc Ellis, and others, deconstruct the political-metaphysical myths that are the framework for the existence of Israel.Collectively,
they offer a multifaceted critique of the metaphysical, theological, and onto-political grounds of the Zionist project and the economic,
geopolitical, and cultural outcomes of these foundations. A significant contribution to the debates surrounding the state of Israel today, this
groundbreaking work will appeal to anyone interested in political theory, philosophy, Jewish thought, and the Middle East conflict.
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