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China's path to political reform over the last three decades has been slow, but discourse among Chinese political scientists continues to be
vigorous and forward thinking. China's Political Development offers a unique look into the country's evolving political process by combining
chapters authored by twelve prominent Chinese political scientists with an extensive commentary on each chapter by an American scholar of
the Chinese political system. Each chapter focuses on a major aspect of the development of the Chinese Party-state, encompassing the
changing relations among its constituent parts as well as its evolving approaches toward economic gorwth, civil society, grassroots elections,
and the intertwined problems of supervision and corruption. Together, these analyses highlight the history, strategy, policies, and
implementation of governance reforms since 1978 and the authors' recommendations for future changes. This extensive work provides the
deep background necessary to understand the sociopolitical context and intellectual currents. behind the reform agenda announced at the
landmark Third Plenum in 2013. Shedding light through contrasting perspectives, the book provides an overview of the efforts China has
directed toward developing good governance, the challenges it faces, and its future direction.
An important contribution to the debate on how Christian scriptures have been read within a Chinese reading tradition, and the questions
these readings pose for both theologians and specialists in Chinese studies.
This second edition of Understanding Chinese Society provides a comprehensive, readable, and well-grounded introduction to the key issues
affecting contemporary China. A thorough analysis is undertaken not only of China’s family patterns, education system, status, hierarchy,
and ethnic diversity, but also of China’s mass media, legal system and social control, work, and cultural expression. As well as being
thoroughly updated and revised throughout, this edition offers new chapters on urbanization, the environment, and civil society in China. A
team of international experts guide students though social issues including: What are the key features of the family and marriage institutions
in China? How are women and men faring differently in Chinese society today? How are minorities faring in China? How does the education
system differentiate Chinese society? How are religion and cultural traditions expressed? Including handy pedagogical features such as a
chronology of the People's Republic of China, further reading suggestions, and related novels and films, Understanding Chinese Society is
suitable for anyone studying Chinese Culture and Society, Chinese Studies and Asian sociology.
This introduction to Chinese society uses the themes of resistance and protest to explore the complexity of life in contemporary China. The
book draws on perspectives from sociology, anthropology, psychology, history and political science and covers a broad range of issues
including women, labour, ethnic conflict and suicide. This new revised edition adds three new chapters on Falun Gong, Christianity and land
struggles thus providing a comprehensive resource for both undergraduates and specialists in the field and encouraging the reader to
challenge conventional images of contemporary Chinese society.
"A Council on Foreign Relations Book"--Title page.
The United States may be headed toward a disastrous conflict with China unless Washington updates its understanding of contemporary
Chinese society After four decades of engagement, the United States and China now appear to be locked on a collision course that has
already fomented a trade war, seems likely to produce a new cold war, and could even result in dangerous military conflict. The current
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deterioration of the bilateral relationship is the culmination of years of disputes, disillusionment, disappointment, and distrust between the two
countries. Washington has legitimate concerns about Beijing’s excessive domestic political control and aggressive foreign policy stances,
just as Chinese leaders believe the United States still has futile designs on blocking their country’s inevitable rise to great-power status.
Cheng Li’s Middle Class Shanghai argues that American policymakers must not lose sight of the expansive dynamism and diversity in
present-day China. The caricature of the PRC as a monolithic Communist apparatus set on exporting its ideology and development model is
simplistic and misguided. Drawing on empirical research in the realms of higher education, avant-garde art, architecture, and law, this unique
study highlights the strong, constructive impact of bilateral exchanges. Combining eclectic human stories with striking new data analysis, this
book addresses the possibility that the development of China’s class structure and cosmopolitan culture—exemplified and led by
Shanghai—could provide a force for reshaping U.S.-China engagement. Both countries should build upon the deep cultural and educational
exchanges that have bound them together for decades. The author concludes that U.S. policymakers should neither underestimate the role
and strength of the Chinese middle class, nor ostracize or alienate this force with policies that push it toward jingoistic nationalism to the
detriment of both countries and the global community. With its unique focus, this book will enlighten policymakers, scholars, business leaders,
and anyone interested in China and its increasingly fraught relations with the United States.
Chinese residential communities are places of intense governing and an arena of active political engagement between state and society. In
The Government Next Door, Luigi Tomba investigates how the goals of a government consolidated in a distant authority materialize in
citizens’ everyday lives. Chinese neighborhoods reveal much about the changing nature of governing practices in the country. Government
action is driven by the need to preserve social and political stability, but such priorities must adapt to the progressive privatization of urban
residential space and an increasingly complex set of societal forces. Tomba’s vivid ethnographic accounts of neighborhood life and politics in
Beijing, Shenyang, and Chengdu depict how such local "translation" of government priorities takes place. Tomba reveals how different
clusters of residential space are governed more or less intensely depending on the residents’ social status; how disgruntled communities
with high unemployment are still managed with the pastoral strategies typical of the socialist tradition, while high-income neighbors are
allowed greater autonomy in exchange for a greater concern for social order. Conflicts are contained by the gated structures of the
neighborhoods to prevent systemic challenges to the government, and middle-class lifestyles have become exemplars of a new, responsible
form of citizenship. At times of conflict and in daily interactions, the penetration of the state discourse about social stability becomes clear.
Received wisdom suggests that social organizations (such as non-government organizations, NGOs) have the power to upend the political
status quo. However, in many authoritarian contexts, such as China, NGO emergence has not resulted in this expected regime change. In
this book, Timothy Hildebrandt shows how NGOs adapt to the changing interests of central and local governments, working in service of the
state to address social problems. In doing so, the nature of NGO emergence in China effectively strengthens the state, rather than weakens
it. This book offers a groundbreaking comparative analysis of Chinese social organizations across the country in three different issue areas:
environmental protection, HIV/AIDS prevention, and gay and lesbian rights. It suggests a new way of thinking about state-society relations in
authoritarian countries, one that is distinctly co-dependent in nature: governments require the assistance of NGOs to govern while NGOs
need governments to extend political, economic and personal opportunities to exist.
Families are the cornerstone of Chinese society, whether in mainland China, in Taiwan, Hong Kong, Macao, Singapore, Malaysia, or in the
Chinese diaspora the world over. Handbook of the Chinese Family provides an overview of economics, politics, race, ethnicity, and culture
Page 2/9

Access Free Chinese Society Change Conflict And Resistance Third Edition Asia S Transformations
within and external to the Chinese family as a social institution. While simultaneously evaluating its own methodological tools, this book will
set current knowledge in the context of what has been previously studied as well as future research directions. It will examine inter-family
relationships and politics as well as childrearing, education, and family economics to provide a rounded and in-depth view.
A systematic investigation of the connection between civil society and political change in Asia - change toward open, participatory, and
accountable politics. Its findings suggest that the link between a vibrant civil society and democracy is indeterminate: certain civil society
organizations support democracy; thers could undermine it.
China's economic transformation has brought with it much social dislocation, which in turn has led to much social protest. This book presents
a comprehensive analysis of the large-scale mass incidents which have taken place in the last decade. The book analyses these incidents
systematically, discussing their nature, causes and outcomes. It shows the wide range of protests – tax riots, land and labour disputes,
disputes within companies, including private and foreign companies, environmental protests and ethnic clashes – and shows how the nature
of protests has changed over time. The book argues that the protests have been prompted by the socioeconomic transformations of the last
decade, which have dislocated many individuals and groups, whilst also giving society increased autonomy and social freedom, enabling
many people to become more vocal and active in their confrontations with the state. It suggests that many protests are related to corruption,
that is failures by officials to adhere to the high standards which should be expected from benevolent government; it demonstrates how the
Chinese state, far from being rigid, bureaucratic and authoritarian, is often sensitive and flexible in its response to protest, frequently
addressing grievances and learning from its own mistakes; and it shows how the multilevel responsibility structure of the Chinese regime has
enabled the central government to absorb the shock waves of social protest and continue to enjoy legitimacy.
As the world continues to evolve in unpredictable directions, but the Portuguese economy remains predictably in permanent decline, as it has
been for centuries since the fall from world first place, there is a search for explanations, solutions and answers that seem apparently
nonexistent. An analysis of the past reveals numerous causes for the fall of a nation, but this study shows equally or more relevant as the
observation of new emerging nations. Against this backdrop, China now presents itself as an example of good economy and society to the
Portuguese, even though also in this attitude they are behind many others, which have already passed this stage and start looking for a new
possibility in the future post China. The Portuguese investments in the east have been increasing in the same way as before the trade settled
in the Lusophone countries like Brazil, Angola and Mozambique. But is this Chinese reality so promising? Many studies conducted in China
have overlooked extremely important details that dictate the real scenario of this country. It is based on this hidden truth that this book seeks
to portray what really is going on in this new world number one. Although comparing two distinct situations, of two countries also very different
in dimensions, there is here further study, such as what two large empires may enable understanding. From the fall of the world longest
empire, as is the case of Portugal, to the emergence of a new empire risen from the ashes and poverty, as it’s China's situation, much there
is to compare in order to achieve better predictions about markets and economies in the world scnerario. Thus, this book shows itself highly
relevant and necessary for businessmen and politicians of any country, seeking to establish trade and investment with China, but also for
those who want to live and work in this country. This work does not hide many of the most perverse situations of this modern nation and the
Chinese way of thinking towards the West, to evidence what the Chinese actually plan for the entire planet. It's an opportunity to get to know
this country deeply and what it represents for the future of humanity. This work is based on a study of more than six years, held in various
cities from north to south, and consists of numerous interviews with citizens of both countries. But, still presents comparisons relative to other
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European and Asian countries, mainly in the area of business. This work reveals the truth hidden by the media and fantasy films about the
east, beyond the legends, Chinese stories and philosophies, which represent a false image of China, which today exists hidden behind the
shadow of the past.
Accompanying China’s economic reform and open-door policy in 1978, illicit drug use emerged in the late 1980s, and gradually developed
into a serious social problem. Heroin was the dominant illicit drug consumed in the new drug epidemic, and the number of female heroin
users has increased rapidly in the country. While heroin use in China is soaring, little is known about women’s heroin use in the context of
China’s rapidly changing society. Using intensive interviews with 131 female heroin users, this book explores the careers of female heroin
users in China under changing social contexts in the reform era. It investigates the impacts of sociological and individual factors on women’s
heroin use in each developing stage of their drug use careers. It also examines the social consequences of women’s heroin use by looking
at connections between women’s heroin use and criminality, and the change in women’s social relations after heroin use. Lastly, the book
analyzes and ascertains the impact of current narcotics control policies on women’s drug use careers. This groundbreaking book has
important policy implications for both China and the international society in the context of increasing global concern about women’s
substance abuse.
The People's Republic of China has experienced numerous challenges and undergone tremendous structural changes over the past four
decades. The party-state faces a fundamental tension in its pursuit of social stability and regime durability. Repressive state strategies enable
the Chinese Communist Party to maintain its monopoly on political power, which is consistent with the regime's authoritarian essence. Yet the
quality of governance and regime legitimacy are enhanced when the state adopts more inclusive modes of engagement with society. How
can the assertion of political power be reconciled with responsiveness to societal demands? This dilemma lies at the core of evolutionary
governance under authoritarianism in China. Based on a dynamic typology of state-society relations, this volume adopts an evolutionary
framework to examine how the Chinese state relates with non-state actors across several fields of governance: community, environment and
public health, economy and labor, and society and religion. Drawing on original fieldwork, the authors identify areas in which state-society
interactions have shifted over time, ranging from more constructive engagement to protracted conflict. This evolutionary approach provides
nuanced insight into the circumstances wherein the party-state exerts its coercive power versus engaging in more flexible responses or policy
adaptations.
An unprecedented, intimate account of the lives of modern Chinese women, told by the women themselves -- true stories of the political and
personal upheavals they have endured in their chaotic and repressive society For eight groundbreaking years, Xinran hosted a radio program
in China during which she invited women to call in and talk about themselves. Broadcast every evening, Words on the Night Breeze became
famous throughout the country for its unflinching portrayal of what it meant to be a woman in modern China. Centuries of obedience to their
fathers, husbands and sons, followed by years of fear under Communism, had made women terrified of talking openly about their feelings.
Xinran won their trust and, through her compassion and ability to listen, became the first woman to hear their true stories. This unforgettable
book is the story of how Xinran negotiated the minefield of restrictions imposed on Chinese journalists to reach out to women across the
country. Through the vivid intimacy of her writing, these women confide in the reader, sharing their deepest secrets. Whether they are the
privileged wives of party leaders or peasants in a forgotten corner of the countryside, they tell of almost inconceivable suffering: forced
marriages, sexual abuse, separation of parents from their children, extreme poverty. But they also talk about love -- about how, despite
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cruelty, despite politics, the urge to nurture and cherish remains. Their stories changed Xinran’s understanding of China forever. Her book
will reveal the lives of Chinese women to the West as never before.
Published research in English is reviewed on the Nonprofit Sector (NPS) in mainland China since Mao’s death in 1976. Redefining civil
society for the country, this review article demonstrates that China has a weak but slowly emerging civil society with far more associational
freedom than under Mao.
Written by an interdisciplinary and international team of Chinese scholars, this book offers an authoriative analysis of contemporary Chinese
society, protest and resistance.
This book explores for the first time the punk phenomenon in contemporary China. As China has urbanised within the context of explosive
economic growth and a closed political system, urban subcultures and phenomena of alienation and anomie have emerged, and yet, the
political and economic differences between China and western societies has ensured that these subcultures operate and are motivated by
profoundly different structures. This book will be of interest to cultural historians, media studies and urban studies researchers, and (ex-) punk
rockers.
Written by a team of leading China scholars, this book explores the dynamics of state power and legitimation in twenty-first century China,
and the implications of changing state-society relations for the future viability of the People's Republic. Key subjects covered include: the
legitimacy of the Communist Party state-society relations ethnic and religious resistance rural and urban contention nationalism popular and
youth culture prospects for democracy.
How is modern civil society created? There are few contemporary studies on this important question and when it is addressed, scholars tend
to emphasize the institutional environment that facilitates a modern civil society. However, there is a need for a new perspective on this issue.
Contemporary China, where a modern civil society remains in a nascent stage, offers a valuable site to seek new answers. Through a
comparative analysis of nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) in today’s China, this study shows the importance of the human factor,
notably the NGO leadership, in the establishment of a modern civil society. In particular, in recognition of the social nature of NGOs, this
study engages in a comparative examination of Chinese NGO leaders’ state linkage, media connections and international ties in order to
better understand how each factor contributes to effective NGOs.
With its large population and impressive economic accomplishments over the last two decades, China has become a major player on the
world stage. This collection of essays takes critical steps toward understanding the way the Chinese manage and resolve conflict. 20
chapters form the most comprehensive book ever published on the subject, one that explores both its theoretical and practical aspects.
Taiwan "is becoming the most dangerous flash point in the world for a possible war that involves the United States, China, and probably other
major powers," warn Robert D. Blackwill, Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) Henry A. Kissinger senior fellow for U.S. foreign policy, and
Philip Zelikow, University of Virginia White Burkett Miller professor of history. In a new Council Special Report, The United States, China, and
Taiwan: A Strategy to Prevent War, the authors argue that the United States should change and clarify its strategy to prevent war over
Taiwan. "The U.S. strategic objective regarding Taiwan should be to preserve its political and economic autonomy, its dynamism as a free
society, and U.S.-allied deterrence-without triggering a Chinese attack on Taiwan." "We do not think it is politically or militarily realistic to
count on a U.S. military defeat of various kinds of Chinese assaults on Taiwan, uncoordinated with allies. Nor is it realistic to presume that,
after such a frustrating clash, the United States would or should simply escalate to some sort of wide-scale war against China with
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comprehensive blockades or strikes against targets on the Chinese mainland." "If U.S. campaign plans postulate such unrealistic scenarios,"
the authors add, "they will likely be rejected by an American president and by the U.S. Congress." But, they observe, "the resulting U.S.
paralysis would not be the result of presidential weakness or timidity. It might arise because the most powerful country in the world did not
have credible options prepared for the most dangerous military crisis looming in front of it." Proposing "a realistic strategic objective for
Taiwan, and the associated policy prescriptions, to sustain the political balance that has kept the peace for the last fifty years," the authors
urge the Joe Biden administration to affirm that it is not trying to change Taiwan's status; work with its allies, especially Japan, to prepare new
plans that could challenge Chinese military moves against Taiwan and help Taiwan defend itself, yet put the burden of widening a war on
China; and visibly plan, beforehand, for the disruption and mobilization that could follow a wider war, but without assuming that such a war
would or should escalate to the Chinese, Japanese, or American homelands. "The horrendous global consequences of a war between the
United States and China, most likely over Taiwan, should preoccupy the Biden team, beginning with the president," the authors conclude.
This new social history of Maoist China provides an accessible view of the complex and tumultuous period when China came under
Communist rule.
Chinese SocietyChange, Conflict and ResistanceRoutledge
First published in 1937. The Book of Songs is a collection of ancient Chinese songs, dating from 800 to 600 B.C. Until this was published in
1937 it had not been translated into English since the middle of nineteenth century, when sinology was still in its infancy. For the first time the
original meaning of 290 out of the 305 songs is given, use being made of the advances in the study of old Chinese. The result is not merely a
clear picture of early Chinese life, but also the restoration to its proper place in world literature of one of the finest collection of traditional
songs.
For more than a century, no US adversary or coalition of adversaries - not Nazi Germany, Imperial Japan, or the Soviet Union - has ever
reached sixty percent of US GDP. China is the sole exception, and it is fast emerging into a global superpower that could rival, if not eclipse,
the United States. What does China want, does it have a grand strategy to achieve it, and what should the United States do about it? In The
Long Game, Rush Doshi draws from a rich base of Chinese primary sources, including decades worth of party documents, leaked materials,
memoirs by party leaders, and a careful analysis of China's conduct to provide a history of China's grand strategy since the end of the Cold
War. Taking readers behind the Party's closed doors, he uncovers Beijing's long, methodical game to displace America from its hegemonic
position in both the East Asia regional and global orders through three sequential "strategies of displacement." Beginning in the 1980s, China
focused for two decades on "hiding capabilities and biding time." After the 2008 Global Financial Crisis, it became more assertive regionally,
following a policy of "actively accomplishing something." Finally, in the aftermath populist elections of 2016, China shifted to an even more
aggressive strategy for undermining US hegemony, adopting the phrase "great changes unseen in century." After charting how China's long
game has evolved, Doshi offers a comprehensive yet asymmetric plan for an effective US response. Ironically, his proposed approach takes
a page from Beijing's own strategic playbook to undermine China's ambitions and strengthen American order without competing dollar-fordollar, ship-for-ship, or loan-for-loan.
The economies of the advanced countries have gone global, but not the cultures! This presents a plethora of problems that include economic
as well as political affairs, especially with countries whose cultures are often so different that compromises--much less agreements--range
from difficult to impossible. In this book, author Boye Lafayette De Mente, known for his pioneer books on the business and social cultures of
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China, Japan, Korea and Mexico, presents a series of business-oriented insights that take much of the mystery out of the mindset and
behavior of the Chinese, Japanese, Koreans and Mexicans. It is excellent background reading for business people, diplomats, political
leaders, academics and students.
The Handbook is a timely compilation dedicated to exploring a rare diversity of perspectives and content on the development, successes,
reforms and challenges within China’s contemporary welfare system. It showcases an extensive introduction and 20 original chapters by
leading and emerging area specialists who explore a century of welfare provision from the Nationalist era, up to and concentrating on
economic reform and marketisation (1978 to the present). Organised around five key concerns (social security and welfare; emerging issues
and actors; gaps; future challenges) chapters draw on original case-based research from diverse disciplines and perspectives, engage
existing literature and further key debates.
By focusing on Chinese work units--the primary building blocks of Chinese society--Shaw offers the ideal perspective from which to view both
contemporary China and the prospects for social and economic change in the coming years.
China is currently encountering increasing social problems, together with the rise of mass discontent and public protest, despite having
achieved enormous economic growth after nearly thirty years of market socialism and embracing globalization. The future of China thus
depends not only on the economic progress the nation has achieved - and will achieve - but also on how the government addresses growing
social tensions. Focusing on why social tensions have arisen despite economic prosperity and how the state is responding, this book
presents rich, original data about many of the social challenges facing China, including rural-urban migration, unemployment, the health care
crisis, the rise of religion, the desire for increased individualism, and new mass movements. It investigates governmental responses to deal
with the problems including legal and political reforms and local governance innovations, throughout setting the discussion in the context of
how far a traditionally ‘socialist’ nation can be integrated into global capitalism. Overall, the book provides a timely, up-to-date, and down-toearth examination of and reflection on China’s continuing socio-economic and political transition.
Philosophers of the Warring States is an anthology of new translations of essential readings from the classic texts of early Chinese
philosophy, informed by the latest scholarship. It includes the Analects of Confucius, Meng Zi (Mencius), Xun Zi, Mo Zi, Lao Zi (Dao De Jing),
Zhuang Zi, and Han Fei Zi, as well as short chapters on the Da Xue and the Zhong Yong. Pedagogically organized, this book offers
philosophically sophisticated annotations and commentaries as well as an extensive glossary explaining key philosophical concepts in detail.
The translations aim to be true to the originals yet accessible, with the goal of opening up these rich and subtle philosophical texts to modern
readers without prior training in Chinese thought.
This bestselling introduction to Chinese society uses the themes of resistance and protest to explore the complexity of life in contemporary
China. The fully revised third edition adds three new chapters on gender and the family, the reform of the Hukou system and village
governance. A comprehensive resource for undergraduates and specialists, this book draws on perspectives from sociology, anthropology,
psychology, history and political science and covers a broad range of issues to challenge conventional images of contemporary Chinese
society.

This book brings a fresh, original approach to understand social action in China and Vietnam through the conceptual lens
of informal environmental and health networks. It shows how citizens in non-democratic states actively create informal
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pathways for advocacy and the development of functioning civil societies.
This comprehensive and interdisciplinary Handbook illustrates the patterns of class transformation in China since 1949,
situating them in their historical context. Presenting detailed case studies of social stratification and class formation in a
wide range of settings, the expert international contributors provide invaluable insights into multiple aspects of China’s
economy, polity and society. The Handbook on Class and Social Stratification in China explores critical contemporary
topics which are rarely put in perspective or schematized, therefore placing it at the forefront of progressive scholarship.
These include; • state power as a determinant of life chances • women’s social mobility in relation to marriage • the high
school entrance exam as a class sorter • class stratification in relation to health • China’s rural migrant workers and
labour politics. Eminently readable, this systematic exploration of class and stratification will appeal to scholars and
researchers with an interest in class formation, status attainment, social inequality, mobility, development, social policy
and politics in China and Asia.
The best country-by-country assessment of human rights. The human rights records of more than ninety countries and
territories are put into perspective in Human Rights Watch's signature yearly report. Reflecting extensive investigative
work undertaken by Human Rights Watch staff, in close partnership with domestic human rights activists, the annual
World Report is an invaluable resource for journalists, diplomats, and citizens, and is a must-read for anyone interested
in the fight to protect human rights in every corner of the globe.
Since 1978, the opening up and reform in China has brought tremendous economic and social changes. While China’s
economic progress has been commendable, the social problems that go with economic changes have raised serious
concerns. Some of those concerns are related to gender, ethnic, labor, and environmental issues. This book is about
what has happened in these arenas in China since the opening up and reform in 1978. The study of gender, ethnicity,
labor, and environment touches on some of the fundamental problems of modernization, especially the development of
individuals and groups. So even though gender, ethnicity, labor, and environment seem to be separate issues, they are in
fact related in some fundamental ways. That’s what this book will explore as well. To understand is one thing and to do
is another. This book also incorporates studies of NGO practices to see how NGOs have helped in transforming gender,
ethnic, labor, and environment interplay. Our study of NGOs in helping improve such interplay sheds light on how
specifically civil society can prod the state to transform social relations for the better. This book is an attempt to assess
the changes, both positive and negative, in gender, ethnic, ethnic, and environmental relations in China especially in the
past 30 years of opening up and reform, especially regarding national identity formation. ?
China's rapid economic growth, modernization and globalization have led to astounding social changes. Contemporary
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China provides a fascinating portrayal of society and social change in the contemporary People's Republic of China. This
book introduces readers to key sociological perspectives, themes and debates about Chinese society. It explores topics
such as family life, citizenship, gender, ethnicity, labour, religion, education, class and rural/urban inequalities. It
considers China's imperial past, the social and institutional legacies of the Maoist era, and the momentous forces
shaping it in the present. It also emphasises diversity and multiplicity, encouraging readers to consider new perspectives
and rethink Western stereotypes about China and its people. Real-life case studies illustrate the key features of social
relations and change in China. Definitions of key terms, discussion questions and lists of further reading help consolidate
learning. Including full-colour maps and photographs, this book offers remarkable insight into Chinese society and social
change.
China is hot. The world sees a glorious future for this sleeping giant, three times larger than the United States, predicting
it will blossom into the world's biggest economy by 2010. According to Chang, however, a Chinese-American lawyer and
China specialist, the People's Republic is a paper dragon. Peer beneath the veneer of modernization since Mao's death,
and the symptoms of decay are everywhere: Deflation grips the economy, state-owned enterprises are failing, banks are
hopelessly insolvent, foreign investment continues to decline, and Communist party corruption eats away at the fabric of
society. Beijing's cautious reforms have left the country stuck midway between communism and capitalism, Chang writes.
With its impending World Trade Organization membership, for the first time China will be forced to open itself to foreign
competition, which will shake the country to its foundations. Economic failure will be followed by government collapse.
Covering subjects from party politics to the Falun Gong to the government's insupportable position on Taiwan, Chang
presents a thorough and very chilling overview of China's present and not-so-distant future.
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