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Baghdad Diaries Vintage
Women across the globe are being dramatically affected
by war as currently waged by the USA. But there has
been little public space for dialogue about the complex
relationship between feminism, women, and war. The
editors of Feminism and War have brought together a
diverse set of leading theorists and activists who
examine the questions raised by ongoing American
military initiatives, such as: What are the implications of
an imperial nation/state laying claim to women's
liberation? What is the relation between this claim and
resulting American foreign policy and military action? Did
American intervention and invasion in fact result in
liberation for women in Afghanistan and Iraq? What
multiple concepts are embedded in the phrase
"women’s liberation"? How are these connected to the
specifics of religion, culture, history, economics, and
nation within current conflicts? What is the relation
between the lives of Afghan and Iraqi women before and
after invasion, and that of women living in the US? How
do women who define themselves as feminists resist or
acquiesce to this nation/state claim in current theory and
organizing? Feminism and War reveals and critically
analyzes the complicated ways in which America uses
gender, race, class, nationalism, imperialism to justify,
legitimate, and continue war. Each chapter builds on the
next to develop an anti-racist, feminist politics that places
imperialist power, and forms of resistance to it, central to
its comprehensive analysis.
"Imprisoned in a remote Turkish prison camp during
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World War I, having survived a two-month forced march
and a terrifying shootout in the desert, two British
officers, Harry Jones and Cedric Hill, join forces to
bamboozle their iron-fisted captors"-We have read much about the allied 'precision bombing'
in the 1991 Gulf War with Iraq and even now the military
uses terms like 'clean' war with reference to any future
attack on Baghdad. However, the truth is more painful
and in Baghdad Diaries Nuha al-Radi lays bare these
truths. Life under continuous bombing becomes
unbelievably primitive and for the Iraqi people who
suffered the noise, the dirt, the danger, and the despair it
was almost a return to a medieval existence. This is a
unique testimony of the facts of 'precision bombing' by a
witness who can express them sensitively and with a
clear memory.
While the occupation of Iraq and its aftermath has
received media and political attention, we know very little
about the everyday lives of Iraqis. Iraqi men, women,
and children are not merely passive victims of violence,
vulnerable recipients of repressive regimes, or
bystanders of their country's destruction. In the face of
danger and trauma, Iraqis continue to cope, preparing
food, sending their children to school, socializing, telling
jokes, and dreaming of a better future. Within the realm
of imagination and creative expression, the editors find
that many Iraqi artists have not only survived but have
also sought healing. In We Are Iraqis, Al-Ali and Al-Najjar
showcase written and visual contributions by Iraqi artists,
writers, poets, filmmakers, photographers, and activists.
Contributors explore the way Iraqis retain, subvert, and
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produce art and activism as ways of coping with despair
and resisting chaos and destruction. The first anthology
of its kind, We Are Iraqis brings into focus the multitude
of ethnicities, religions, and experiences that are all part
of Iraq.
The Routledge Handbook of Translation, Feminism and
Gender provides a comprehensive, state-of-the-art
overview of feminism and gender awareness in
translation and translation studies today. Bringing
together work from more than 20 different countries –
from Russia to Chile, Yemen, Turkey, China, India,
Egypt and the Maghreb as well as the UK, Canada, the
USA and Europe – this Handbook represents a
transnational approach to this topic, which is in
development in many parts of the world. With 41
chapters, this book presents, discusses, and critically
examines many different aspects of gender in translation
and its effects, both local and transnational. Providing
overviews of key questions and case studies of work
currently in progress, this Handbook is the essential
reference and resource for students and researchers of
translation, feminism, and gender.
By exploring how translation has shaped the literary
contexts of six Iraqi woman writers, this book offers new
insights into their translation pathways as part of their
stories’ politics of meaning-making. The writers in focus
are Samira Al-Mana, Daizy Al-Amir, Inaam Kachachi,
Betool Khedairi, Alia Mamdouh and Hadiya Hussein,
whose novels include themes of exile, war, occupation,
class, rurality and storytelling as cultural survival. Using
perspectives of feminist translation to examine how Iraqi
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women’s story-making has been mediated in English
translation across differing times and locations, this book
is the first to explore how Iraqi women’s literature calls
for new theoretical engagements and why this literature
often interrogates and diversifies many literary theories’
geopolitical scope. This book will be of great interest for
researchers in Arabic literature, women’s literature,
translation studies and women and gender studies.
Describes the history of Iraq, from its beginnings as the
Sumarian civilization in Mesopotamia through the second
Gulf War and the first free elections held in Iraq in early
2005.

Explores discourses on gender and representations
of women in modern Iraqi fiction. By exploring
discourses on gender in both propaganda and high
art fictional writings by Iraqis, this book offers an
alternative narrative of the literary and cultural
history of Iraq.
This is a most unusual chronicle of the events of one
man during the Great War. A professional soldier at
the outbreak, Edward Roe was one of the first to
cross over to France in 1914 and as such fought in
the early battles of the war and took part in the
Retreat from Mons. He was there for the crossing of
the Marne and Aisne, the dreadful fighting at
Ploegsteert and for the extraordinary events during
the first Christmas. Remarkably he witnessed the
debacle at Gallipoli and was part of the rear-guard of
the Army during the re-embarkation and evacuation
of the Peninsula. Thereafter
the scene shifts to
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Mesopotania and the Tigris Corps in the attempt to
relieve General Townshend at Kut. Wounded he
returned for the final campaign that captured
Baghdad.
This volume carefully assesses fixed notions of Arab
womanhood by exploring the complexities of Arab
women’s lives as portrayed in literature.
Encompassing women writers and critics from Arab,
French, and English traditions, it forges a
transnational Arab feminist consciousness. Brinda
Mehta examines the significance of memory rituals
in women’s writings, such as the importance of
water and purification rites in Islam and how these
play out in the women’s space of the hammam
(Turkish bath). Mehta shows how sensory
experiences connect Arab women to their past.
Specific chapters raise awareness of the
experiences of Palestinian women in exile and under
occupation, Bedouin and desert rituals, and
women’s views on conflict in Iraq and Lebanon, and
the compatibility between Islam and feminism. At
once provocative and enlightening, this work is a
groundbreaking addition to the timely field of modern
Arab women’s writing and criticism and Arab literary
studies.
This particular book is about Marines during the first
stage of Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF). It spans the
period from 11 September 2001 to March and April
2003, when the Coalition removed Saddam Hussein
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from power, and concludes in November 2003 when
the Marines left Kuwait to return to their home bases
in the United States. While many then believed that
the "kinetic" phase of the fighting in Iraq was largely
over, as we now know, it was only a prelude to a
longer but just as deadly phase of operations where
Marines would be redeployed to Iraq in 2004 to
combat insurgents (both foreign and domestic) who
had filtered back into the country. However, this
phase of the fighting would be very different from the
one the Marines and U.S. Army had fought in the
spring of 2003 in the march up to take Baghdad. The
primary focus of the book is I Marine Expeditionary
Force (I MEF)-the run-up to the war in 2002 and
early 2003, especially the development of "the plan,"
with its many changes, the exhaustive rehearsals,
and other preparations, and then the conduct of
decisive combat operations and the immediate
postwar period, mostly under the control of the U.S.
Central Command's Coalition Forces Land
Component Command. The book also touches upon
other Marine activities in the Military Coordination
and Liaison Command in northern Iraq and with the
British in the south. Nonetheless, the primary focus
remains on I Marine Expeditionary Force and the
interactions of its constituent elements. Other
forthcoming History Division publications will soon
offer detailed narratives on Marines in Operation
Enduring Freedom (OEF) in Afghanistan and II MEF
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operations inside Iraq.
Baghdad DiariesA Woman's Chronicle of War and
ExileVintage
It is 809 AD in Baghdad, the capital of the 'Abbasid
Empire. The famed Caliph Harun al-Rashid has died.
His successor, al-Amin, son of his Hashemite Arab
wife, had promised the Caliph that he would appoint
his half-brother al-Ma'mun, born to a slave mother,
as his heir apparent. But al-Amin appoints his own
son instead. This betrayal provides an opening for
the Persians to help the statesmanlike and brilliant alMa'mun, whom they consider one of their own, to
challenge his fickle brother. Against the backdrop of
this war of succession, the novel weaves parallel
love stories, political intrigue and machinations,
nobility and treachery, spies and counterspies.
Behzad, a famous doctor with an agenda all his own,
is deeply in love with the beautiful Maymuna: both
are members of Persian families persecuted by the
'Abbasid house. But the son of al-Amin's vizier is
also enamored with Maymuna and wants to marry
her. At the center of these tangled webs is al-Amin's
mysterious Chief Astrologer, whose true identity and
loyalties remain unknown even to the Caliph and his
court. He not only divines the future but also shapes
it by changing the course of the war between the
brothers-a war from which the 'Abbasid Empire
never recovered. What will become of the lovers?
Who will survive and who will perish? The fast-paced
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action and suspense leave us guessing to the very
end.
Associated Press journalist Schreiner recorded his
personal impressions and conversations with
important political and social figures in the Ottoman
Empire in the aftermath of World War I, after
covering the war from Constantinople. He was a
witness to part of the Armenian massacre and thus
provides firsthand information about that event,
including at least one description of a large column
of Armenian citizens on a forced march. He
describes the personalities and opinions of such
figures as Minister of the Interior Talaat Pasha,
Minister of War Enver Pasha, and orator, reformer
and feminist Hadileh Edib Hannym Effendi.
Schreiner rides the Berlin-Baghdad railroad, devotes
much space to discussing women in Turkey (much
of the discussion comes from his conversation with
Hadileh Edib Hannym), records opinions of WWI by
minority Greeks and Armenians within the Ottoman
Empire, and describes Germany's political presence
in the nation.
Excerpt from From Gallipoli to Baghdad The desire'
to keep in touch with my Congregation during a
prolonged absence with the Army, by means of a
weekly letter, led to the writing of pretty full notes of
What was happening from day to day. Some of the
letters were printed in the Scotsman, the British
Weekly, and other journals; and many suggested
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that they might be made available in a more per
manent and accessible form. I did not think, how
ever, a mere reprint of the letters desirable. The
invitation of Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton to con
tribute a volume to their war library gave me the
opportunity to make fuller use of the materials in my
possession. About the Publisher Forgotten Books
publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic
books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This
book is a reproduction of an important historical
work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art
technology to digitally reconstruct the work,
preserving the original format whilst repairing
imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare
cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a
blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our
edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of
imperfections successfully; any imperfections that
remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of
such historical works.
A former State Department official draws on a wide
range of voices and stories to explore the human
costs of conflict, asking hard questions about the
U.S. wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.
How Iraqi refugees navigate life, belonging, and
exclusion in America The US invasion of Iraq in 2003
caused the largest forced migration in the Middle
East since 1948, with millions of people fleeing to
Syria, Jordan, Turkey, Iran, European Union,
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Australia and the United States. In Iraqi Refugees in
the United States, Ken R. Crane explores the uphill
climb faced by Iraqi refugees who have sought
belonging in a country engaged in an ongoing War
on Terror. Drawing on numerous interviews and
fieldwork, Crane explores the diverse experiences of
a community of Iraqi refugees, showing how they
have struggled to negotiate their place in the wake of
mass displacement. He highlights the promise of
belonging, as well as their many painful encounters
with exclusion. Ultimately, Crane provides a window
into the complexities of what “becoming American”
means for Iraqi refugees, even as they are perceived
by other Americans as “security threats.” As
debates about immigration and refugee status
continue to play out in headlines and the courts, Iraqi
Refugees in the United States provides important
insight into the global refugee crisis.
An ambassador of the tenth-century Caliph of
Bagdad is carried off by the Norsemen to endure, for
three years, the harshness of their way of life and
the creatures that terrorize them.
In this often moving, sometimes wry account of life in
Baghdad during the first war on Iraq and in exile in
the years following, Iraqi-born, British-educated artist
Nuha al-Radi shows us the effects of war on ordinary
people. She recounts the day-to-day realities of
living in a city under siege, where food has to be
consumed or thrown out because there is no way to
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preserve it, where eventually people cannot sleep
until the nightly bombing commences, where packs
of stray dogs roam the streets (and provide her own
dog Salvi with a harem) and rats invade homes.
Through it all, al-Radi works at her art and gathers
with neighbors and family for meals and other
occasions, happy and sad. In the wake of the war, alRadi lives in semi-exile, shuttling between Beirut and
Amman, travelling to New York, London, Mexico and
Yemen. As she suffers the indignities of being an
Iraqi in exile, al-Radi immerses us in a way of life
constricted by the stress and effects of war and
embargoes, giving texture to a reality we have only
been able to imagine before now. But what
emanates most vibrantly from these diaries is the
spirit of endurance and the celebration of the
smallest of life’s joys.
This is a Dayli Planner to take Notes, some would
call it a dork diary or a diary for women. This is a
Calendar for 2019 or 2020 or 2021, 2022 or 2023 or
even more This Dayli Planner notebook suits as a
gift diary for girls or a normal girls diary as well as a
diary for boys, this diary has no lock. It could be a
present as a kids diary. Some would call it the
optimal diaries for women that love writing or any
woman or men or girl or boy that wants to write down
the thoughts and ideas. If you want, you could use it
as a food diary. Get this diarys for girls, diaries for
girls, diarys for boys, diaries for boys, nanny diaries
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or diary book to make someone happy. This book
does not come written, it has to be written. If you
happen to need a mourning diary in a retro diary look
or a vintage diary look this will suit you well. It is a
nice gift back from the 70s, 60s, 80s, 60's, 70's, 80's.
The best gift is the gift of thoughts, This diary gift
suits for all occasions. Wehter it is your Mother,
Father, Kid, Child, Children, Mum, Dad, Sister,
brother or Friend. If you need a gift idea, then you
might just found your thing. The bestseller of all
presents. Baghdad
A feckless boy is lured by a wicked magician into a
trap but the scheme backfires — the boy, Aladdin, is
left with a magical lamp and a genie who showers
him with riches. Aladdin's wealth makes him an
attractive suitor for the sultan's daughter, but when
the evil sorcerer returns to kidnap the bride, the
young hero must rescue his princess or die trying.
This classic retelling of the ever-popular Middle
Eastern folktale has entranced readers for over a
century. Originally published in 1914 as part of
Sindbad the Sailor and Other Stories from The
Arabian Nights, this beautiful version by Laurence
Housman features eight full-color images by
Edmund Dulac, one of the era's most famous
illustrators.
Begun in 2010 as part of the “Histories of Literatures in
European Languages” series sponsored by the
International Comparative Literature Association, the
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current project on New Literary Hybrids in the Age of
Multimedia Expression recognizes the global shift toward
the visual and the virtual in all areas of textuality: the
printed, verbal text is increasingly joined with the visual,
often electronic, text. This shift has opened up new
domains of human achievement in art and culture. The
international roster of 24 contributors to this volume
pursue a broad range of issues under four sets of
questions that allow a larger conversation to emerge,
both inside the volume’s sections and between them.
The four sections cover, 1) Multimedia Productions in
Theoretical and Historical Perspective; 2) Regional and
Intercultural Projects; 3) Forms and Genres; and, 4)
Readers and Rewriters in Multimedia Environments. The
essays included in this volume are examples of the kinds
of projects and inquiries that have become possible at
the interface between literature and other media, new
and old. They emphasize the extent to which
hypertextual, multimedia, and virtual reality technologies
have enhanced the sociality of reading and writing,
enabling more people to interact than ever before. At the
same time, however, they warn that, as long as these
technologies are used to reinforce old habits of reading/
writing, they will deliver modest results. One of the major
tasks pursued by the contributors to this volume is to
integrate literature in the global informational
environment where it can function as an imaginative
partner, teaching its interpretive competencies to other
components of the cultural landscape.
The last three decades in Iraqi history can be
summarized in these words: dictatorship, war and
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occupation. After the fall of Saddam's regime Iraqi
novelists are not only writing about the occupation and
the current disintegration of Iraq but are also revisiting
previous wars that devastated their lives. This book
examines how recent Iraqi fiction about war depicts the
Iraqi subject in its relation to war, coercion, subjugation
and occupation. The theoretical medieval concept of the
homo sacer, the killable, as defined by Giorgio Agamben
is used to explore the lives and the experiences of
different war actors such as the soldier, the war deserter,
the camp detainee and the suicide bomber depicted in
their "e;bare life"e; as men doomed to death in the
necropolitical context. War and Occupation in Iraqi
Fiction is an exploration of fictional works by a new
generation of leading Iraqi authors such as Ali Badr,
Shakir Nuri, Najm Wali, Hdiya Hussein and others. It
brings to light the overarching continuum in the
production of homines sacri in Iraq. Instances of homo
sacer under the dictatorship are complemented by new
instances found in the camp and under the state of
exception of the occupation and the war on terror.
Fobbit \’fä-bit\, noun. Definition: A U.S. soldier stationed
at a Forward Operating Base who avoids combat by
remaining at the base, esp. during Operation Iraqi
Freedom (2003-2011). Pejorative. In the satirical tradition
of Catch-22 and M*A*S*H, Fobbit takes us into the
chaotic world of Baghdad’s Forward Operating Base
Triumph. The Forward Operating base, or FOB, is like
the back-office of the battlefield – where people eat and
sleep, and where a lot of soldiers have what looks
suspiciously like a desk job. Male and female soldiers
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are trying to find an empty Porta Potty in which to get
acquainted, grunts are playing Xbox and watching
NASCAR between missions, and a lot of the senior staff
are more concerned about getting to the chow hall in
time for the Friday night all-you-can-eat seafood special
than worrying about little things like military strategy.
Darkly humorous and based on the author's own
experiences in Iraq, Fobbit is a fantastic debut that
shows us a behind-the-scenes portrait of the real Iraq
war.
How to Read a Diary is an expansive and accessible
guidebook that introduces readers to the past, present,
and future of diary writing. Grounded in examples from
around the globe and from across history, this book
explores the provocative questions diaries pose to
readers: Are they private? Are they truthful? Why do
some diarists employ codes? Do more women than men
write diaries? How has the format changed in the digital
age? In answering questions like these, How to Read a
Diary offers a new critical vocabulary for interpreting
diaries. Readers learn how to analyze diary manuscripts,
identify the conventions of diary writing, examine the
impact of technology on the genre, and appreciate the
myriad personal and political motives that drive diary
writing. Henderson also presents the diary’s extensive
influence upon literary history, ranging from
masterpieces of world literature to young adult novels,
graphic novels, and comics. How to Read a Diary invites
readers to discover the rich and compelling stories that
individuals tell about themselves within the pages of their
diaries.
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In September 2002, a young twenty-nine-year-old Iraqi
architect calling himself Salam Pax began posting in
English daily accounts of everyday life in Baghdad onto
the Internet. Salam Pax attracted a huge worldwide
readership for his incisive and sharply funny Web
postings, which provided a unique account of the
anticipation, resentment, amusement, and sheer terror
felt by an ordinary man living through the final days of a
long dictatorship, and the chaos that followed its
destruction. Bringing these writings together for the first
time, Salam Pax: The Clandestine Diary of an Ordinary
Iraqi provides one of the most gripping accounts of the
Iraqi conflict.
In this book, Drucilla Cornell examines the crisis on the
left and asks how we can turn back toward more leftwing ideals. She looks at the meaning of freedom
through various lenses as well as the dissolution of
feminism. She discusses and critiques such major
thinkers as: Amartya Sen, Adorno, Martha Nussbaum,
John Rawls, Richard Falk, and Paul Berman among
others.
This is a most unusual chronicle of the events of one
man during the Great War. A professional soldier at the
outbreak, Edward Roe was one of the first to cross over
to France in 1914 and as such fought in the early battles
of the war and took part in the Retreat from Mons. He
was there for the crossing of the Marne and Aisne, the
dreadful fighting at Ploegsteert and for the extraordinary
events during the first Christmas.Remarkably he
witnessed the debacle at Gallipoli and was part of the
rear-guard of the Army during the re-embarkation and
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evacuation of the Peninsula. Thereafter the scene shifts
to Mesopotania and the Tigris Corps in the attempt to
relieve General Townshend at Kut. Wounded he
returned for the final campaign that captured Baghdad.
An Iraqi painter, ceramist, and sculptor documents her
experiences of the war on Iraq in 1991, the hunger and
privation caused by the embargo through 1996, her life in
exile, and her fears as events built toward the 2003 war.
Set amidst the turbulence of 1950s Cairo, Beer in the
Snooker Club is the story of Ram Bey, an over-educated,
under-ambitious young Egyptian struggling to find out
where he fits in. Ram’s favorite haunt is the fashionable
Cairo Snooker Club, whose members strive to emulate
English gentility; but his best friends are young
intellectuals who devour the works of Sartre and engage
in dangerous revolutionary activities to support Egyptian
independence. By turns biting and comic, Beer in the
Snooker Club — the first and only book by Waguih Ghali
— became a cult classic when it was first published and
remains a timeless portrait of a loveable rogue coming of
age in turbulent times.
I feel that I have been sleeping all my life and I have
woken up and opened my eyes to the world. A beautiful
world! But impossible to live in. These are the words of
fifteen-year-old Hadiya, blogging from the city of Mosul,
Iraq, to let the world know what life is really like as the
military occupation of her country unfolds. In many ways,
her life is familiar. She worries about exams and enjoys
watching Friends during the rare hours that the electricity
in her neighborhood is running. But the horrors of war
surround her everywhere—weeklong curfews, relatives
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killed, and friends whose families are forced to flee their
homes. With black humor and unflinching honesty,
Hadiya shares the painful stories of lives changed
forever. “Let’s go back,” she writes, “to my un-normal
life.” With her intimate reflections on family, friendship,
and community, IraqiGirl also allows us to witness the
determination of one girl not only to survive, but to
create, amidst the devastation of war, a future worth
living for. "Hadiya's authentically teenage voice,
emotional struggles and concerns make her story all the
more resonant." —Publishers Weekly “Despite all the
news coverage about the war in Iraq, very little is
reported about how it affects the daily lives of ordinary
citizens. A highschooler in the city of Mosul fills in the
gap with this compilation of her blog posts about living
under U.S. occupation. She writes in English because
she wants to reach Americans, and in stark specifics,
she records the terrifying dangers of car bombs on her
street and American warplanes overhead, as well as her
everyday struggles to concentrate on homework when
there is no water and electricity at home. Her tone is
balanced: she does not hate Americans, and although
she never supported Saddam Hussein, she wonders why
he was executed... Readers will appreciate the details
about family, friends, school, and reading Harry Potter,
as well as the ever-present big issues for which there are
no simple answers." —Hazel Rochman, Booklist “IraqiGirl
has poured reflections of her daily life into her blog,
reaching all over the cyber-world from her home in
northern Iraq. She writes about the universals of teen
life—school, family, TV, food, Harry Potter—but always
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against the background of sudden explosions, outbursts
of gunfire, carbombs, death.… [A]n important addition to
multicultural literature.” —Elsa Marston, author of Santa
Claus in Baghdad and Other Stories About Teens in the
Arab World “A book as relevant to adults as teenagers
and children. Hadiya’s clear, simple language conveys
the feelings of a teenager, offering a glimpse into the
daily life of a professional middle-class Iraqi family in an
ancient-modern city subjected to a brutal occupation.”
—Haifa Zangana, author of City of Widows: An Iraqi
Woman's Account of War and Resistance
The book presents the international laws on the use of
force whilst demonstrating the unique insight a feminist
analysis offers this central area of international law. The
book highlights key conceptual barriers to the enhanced
application of the law of the use of force, and develops
international feminist method through rigorous
engagement with the key writers in the field The book
looks at the key aspects of the UN Charter relevant to
the use of force – Article 2(4), Article 51 and Chapter VII
powers – as well as engaging with contemporary
debates on the possibility of justified force to meet selfdetermination or humanitarian goals. The text also
discusses the arguments in favour of the use of preemptive force and reflects on the role feminist legal
theories can play in exposing the inconsistencies of
contemporary arguments for justified force under the
banner of the war on terror. Throughout the text state
practice and institutional documentation are analysed,
alongside key instances of the use of force. The book
makes a genuine, urgently needed contribution to a
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central area of international law, demonstrating the
capacity of feminist legal theories to enlarge our
understanding of key international legal dilemmas.
Recounts the life of Iraqi president Saddam Hussein and
places it in the context of contemporary Iraqi history
The third novel in Yasmina Khadra's bestselling trilogy
about Islamic fundamentalism has the most compelling
backdrop of any of his novels: Iraq in the wake of the
American invasion. A young Iraqi student, unable to
attend college because of the war, sees American
soldiers leave a trail of humiliation and grief in his small
village. Bent on revenge, he flees to the chaotic streets
of Baghdad where insurgents soon realize they can
make use of his anger. Eventually he is groomed for a
secret terrorist mission meant to dwarf the attacks of
September 11th, only to find himself struggling with
moral qualms. The Sirens of Baghdad is a powerful look
at the effects of violence on ordinary people, showing
what can turn a decent human being into a weapon, and
how the good in human nature can resist. “Compelling. .
. . Khadra brings us deep into the hearts and minds of
people living in unspeakable mental anguish.” —Los
Angeles Times
Over the last 40 years, autobiography in Arab societies
has moved away from exemplary life narratives and
toward more unorthodox techniques such as erotic
memoir writing, postmodernist self-fragmentation,
cinematographic self-projection and blogging. Valerie
Anishchenkova argues that the Arabic autobiographical
genre has evolved into a mobile, unrestricted category
arming authors with narrative tools to articulate their
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selfhood. Reading works from Arab nations such as
Egypt, Iraq, Morocco, Syria and Lebanon,
Anishchenkova connects the century's rapid political and
ideological developments to increasing autobiographical
experimentation in Arabic works. The immense scope of
her study also forces consideration of film and online
forms of self-representation and offers a novel theoretical
framework to these various modes of autobiographical
cultural production.
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