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In Film and the Classical Epic Tradition, Joanna Paul explores the relationship between films
set in the ancient world and the classical epic tradition, arguing that there is a meaningful
connection between the literary and cinematic genres. This relationship is particularly apparent
in films which adapt classical epic texts for the screen, such as Ulysses, Troy, O Brother
Where Art Thou, and Jason and the Argonauts. Beginningwith an assessment of the films,
Paul discusses a variety of themes, such as heroism and kleos, the depiction of the gods, and
narrative structure. She then considers a series of case-studies of Hollywood historical epics
which further demonstrate the ways in which cinema engages with the themes of classical
epic. The concludingchapters look at common tropes surrounding epic, especially focusing on
the performance of epic in the ancient and modern worlds, its perceived social role, and the
widespread parody of epic in both literature and cinema. Through this careful consideration of
how epic can manifest itself in different periods and cultures, we learn how cinema makes a
powerful claim to be a modern vehicle for a very ancient tradition.
Whereas in English-speaking countries comics are for children or adults "who should know
better," in France and Belgium the form is recognized as the "ninth art" and follows in the path
of poetry, architecture, painting, and cinema. The bande dessinée [comic strip] has its own
national institutions, regularly obtains front-page coverage, and has received the accolades of
statesmen from De Gaulle onwards. On the way to providing a comprehensive introduction to
the most francophone of cultural phenomena, this book will consider national specificity as
relevant to an anglophone reader, whilst exploring related issues such as text/image
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expression, historical precedents, and sociological implication. To do so it will present and
analyse priceless manuscripts, a Franco-American rodent, Nazi propaganda, a museum-piece
urinal, intellectual gay porn and a prehistoric warrior who's really Zinedine Zidane.
Asterix and the chariot race : Goscinny and Uderzo present an Asterix adventureOrion
Children's Books

Superhero adventure comics have a long history of commenting upon American
public opinion and government policy, and the surge in the popularity of comics
since the events of September 11, 2001, ensures their continued relevance. This
critical text examines the seventy-year history of comic book superheroes on film
and in comic books and their reflections of the politics of their time. Superheroes
addressed include Batman, Wonder Woman, Spider-Man, Superman, the
Fantastic Four and the X-Men, and topics covered include American wars,
conflicts, and public policy. Instructors considering this book for use in a course
may request an examination copy here.
P
Famous for their extensive travels around the Known World, this time Asterix and
Obelix are going to meet the people of the Italian peninsula: the Italics! To
Obelix's delight, the inhabitants of Ancient Italy are not all Romans! Far from it!
The Italics want to keep their independence and take a dim view of Julius Caesar
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and his Legions' plans for total domination. In Asterix and the Chariot Race,
Asterix and Obelix embark upon a great adventure in the extraordinary world of
Ancient Italy!
It's Olympic gamers year. Brutus plans to be a sporting star at the Olympics,
marry lovely Greek Princess Irina and then overthrow Julius Caesar. But the
young Gaul Lovesix is madly in love with Irina too. Asterix and Obelix promise to
help him win at the Games - the question is, how? It would be cheating to use
magic potion. They must think of something else entirely in order to win the day,
and the Princess's heart. Featuring exclusive bonus content and behind-thescenes extras from the making of the 2008 film.
Gladiator was one of the great commercial successes of the early twenty-first
century, a fascinating example of how an old genre can be resuscitated for a new
generation. The film's story is not complex yet the ways in which it is told says
much about mainstream narrative techniques. And beneath its action-packed
scenes and richly detailed sets, Gladiator carries specific values and messages
which deserve close scrutiny. In Studying Gladiator, Sandy Irvine considers: Film
language - how Gladiator overcomes incredulity with compelling use of sound,
costume and mise-en-scène; The industrial context - Gladiator as a product of a
partnership between an infant studio (DreamWorks) and a transnational
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corporation (Universal); Genre and Narrative - what do we mean by an 'epic', and
can we describe Gladiator as such? Audience - how did the makers of Gladiator
'win the crowd' and appeal to today's block-buster audience? Film-makers - what
did Ridley Scott personally bring to Gladiator, and can he be considered an
auteur? Representation and Ideology - can we relate historical representations to
contemporary society?
The next action-packed adventure from Asterix and Obelix! The roads across
Italy are in disrepair. Defending his name, and to prove Rome's greatness,
Senator Lactus Bifidus announces a special one-off chariot race. Julius Caesar
insists a Roman must win, or Bifidus will pay. Open to anyone from the known
world, competitors arrive from far and wide, including Asterix and Obelix. With
Bifidus secretly scheming, who will win this almighty chariot race?
Describes the events and games held in the amphitheaters, cicuses, and
theaters in ancient Rome.
Francophone comic strips have commanded extraordinary respect in their
countries of origin, with both French and Belgian commentators going as far as
calling it the 'ninth art'. This book analyses the works of Herge, Goscinny and
Uderzo, among others, examining their contributions to bandes dessinees."
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