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The fall of empires and the rise of nation-states was a defining political transition in the making
of the modern world. Here, ten prominent specialists discuss the empire-to-nation transition in
comparative perspective. Chapters on Latin America, the Middle East, Eastern Europe,
Russia, and China illustrate both the common features and the diversity of the transition. While
previous studies have focused on the rise and fall of empires or on nationalism and the
process of nation-building, this intriguing volume concentrates on the empire-to-nation
transition itself.
Taking a fresh look at the political culture of the Spanish monarchy, this work investigates the
politics of imperial rule & viceregal power in 17th century Mexico as well as the construction of
the colonial state. It challenges long held perspectives on colonial Spanish America.
In Constitutive Visions, Christa Olson presents the rhetorical history of republican Ecuador as
punctuated by repeated arguments over national identity. Those arguments—as they advanced
theories of citizenship, popular sovereignty, and republican modernity—struggled to reconcile
the presence of Ecuador’s large indigenous population with the dominance of a white-mestizo
minority. Even as indigenous people were excluded from civic life, images of them proliferated
in speeches, periodicals, and artworks during Ecuador’s long process of nation formation.
Tracing how that contradiction illuminates the textures of national-identity formation,
Constitutive Visions places petitions from indigenous laborers alongside oil paintings, overlays
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woodblock illustrations with legislative debates, and analyzes Ecuador’s nineteen constitutions
in light of landscape painting. Taken together, these juxtapositions make sense of the
contradictions that sustained and unsettled the postcolonial nation-state.
Postcolonial Borges is the first systematic account of geo-political and postcolonial themes in a
range of writings by Borges, from the poetry and essays of the 1920s, through the prose and
poetry of the middle years (the 40s, 50s, and 60s), to the stories of El informe de Brodie and
the poems of La cifra and other later collections. Robin Fiddian analyses the development of a
postcolonial sensibility in works such as 'Mythical Founding of Buenos Aires', 'Tlön, Uqbar,
Orbis Tertius', 'Theme of the Traitor and the Hero', and 'Brodie's Report'. He examines
Borges's treatment of national and regional identity, and of East-West relations, in several
essays and poems, contained, for example, in Other Inquisitions and Seven Nights. The
theoretical concepts of 'coloniality' and 'Occidentalism' shed new light on several works by
Borges, who acquires a sharper political profile than previously acknowledged. Fiddian pays
special attention to Oriental subjects in Borges's works of the 70s and 80s, where their
treatment is bound up with a critique of Occidental values and assumptions. Classified by
some commentators over the years as a precursor of post-colonialism, Borges in fact emerges
as a prototype of the postcolonial intellectual exemplified by James Joyce, Aimé Césaire (for
example), and Edward Said. From a regional perspective, his repertoire of geopolitical and
historical concerns resonates with those of Leopoldo Zea, Enrique Dussel, Eduardo Galeano,
and Joaquín Torres García , who illustrate different strands and kinds of Latin American postcolonialism(s) of the twentieth century. At the same time, manifest differences in respect of
political and artistic temperament mark Borges out as a postcolonial intellectual and creative
Page 2/25

Bookmark File PDF After Spanish Rule Postcolonial Predicaments Of The
Americas Paperback
writer who is sui generis.
In 1803 in the colonial South American city of La Plata, Doña Martina Vilvado y Balverde
presented herself to church and crown officials to denounce her husband of more than four
years, Don Antonio Yta, as a “woman in disguise.” Forced to submit to a medical inspection
that revealed a woman’s body, Don Antonio confessed to having been María Yta, but
continued to assert his maleness and claimed to have a functional “member” that appeared,
he said, when necessary. Passing to América is at once a historical biography and an in-depth
examination of the sex/gender complex in an era before “gender” had been divorced from
“sex.” The book presents readers with the original court docket, including Don Antonio’s
extended confession, in which he tells his life story, and the equally extraordinary biographical
sketch offered by Felipa Ybañez of her “son María,” both in English translation and the original
Spanish. Thomas A. Abercrombie’s analysis not only grapples with how to understand the
sex/gender system within the Spanish Atlantic empire at the turn of the nineteenth century but
also explores what Antonio/María and contemporaries can teach us about the complexities of
the relationship between sex and gender today. Passing to América brings to light a previously
obscure case of gender transgression and puts Don Antonio’s life into its social and historical
context in order to explore the meaning of “trans” identity in Spain and its American colonies.
This accessible and intriguing study provides new insight into historical and contemporary
gender construction that will interest students and scholars of gender studies and colonial
Spanish literature and history.
Interwoven focuses on the lives of native Andean families in Pelileo, a town dominated by one
of Quito's largest and longest-lasting textile mills. Rachel Corr reveals the strategies used by
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indigenous people to maintain their families and reconstitute their communities in the face of
colonial disruptions.
Navigating the Spanish Lake examines Spain’s long presence in the Pacific Ocean
(1521–1898) in the context of its global empire. Building on a growing body of literature on the
Atlantic world and indigenous peoples in the Pacific, this pioneering book investigates the
historiographical “Spanish Lake” as an artifact that unites the Pacific Rim (the Americas and
Asia) and Basin (Oceania) with the Iberian Atlantic. Incorporating an impressive array of
unpublished archival materials on Spain’s two most important island possessions (Guam and
the Philippines) and foreign policy in the South Sea, the book brings the Pacific into the
prevailing Atlanticentric scholarship, challenging many standard interpretations. By examining
Castile’s cultural heritage in the Pacific through the lens of archipelagic Hispanization, the
authors bring a new comparative methodology to an important field of research. The book
opens with a macrohistorical perspective of the conceptual and literal Spanish Lake. The
chapters that follow explore both the Iberian vision of the Pacific and indigenous
counternarratives; chart the history of a Chinese mestizo regiment that emerged after Britain’s
occupation of Manila in 1762-1764; and examine how Chamorros responded to waves of
newcomers making their way to Guam from Europe, the Americas, and Asia. An epilogue
analyzes the decline of Spanish influence against a backdrop of European and American
imperial ambitions and reflects on the legacies of archipelagic Hispanization into the twentyfirst century. Specialists and students of Pacific studies, world history, the Spanish colonial era,
maritime history, early modern Europe, and Asian studies will welcome Navigating the Spanish
Lake as a persuasive reorientation of the Pacific in both Iberian and world history.
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From the moment news reached Peru in 1910 that Jorge Chávez Dartnell, a pilot of Peruvian
parentage, had become the first man to fly across the Alps, aviation fired the imagination of the
masses in his home country. His and other Peruvian pilots' achievements generated great
optimism that this technology could lift Peru out of its self-perceived backwardness and
transform it into a modern nation. Though poor infrastructure, economic woes, a dearth of
technical expertise, and frequent pilot deaths slowed Peru's domestic aviation project, diverse
groups saw in airplanes their own visions for Peruvian renewal. In this book, Willie Hiatt shows
how politicians, businessmen, and military officials promoted the project as critical to the
nation. At the same time, indigenous communities and provincial residents willingly gave up
land for airfields, raised money to purchase aircraft for the military, named airplanes after
sponsoring civic groups, towns, and regions, and breached police cordons at flying exhibitions
to get close-up looks at planes and pilots. By 1928, three commercial lines were transporting
passengers and goods from far-flung regions of the Amazon, highlands, and coast to Lima and
beyond. Tracing the development of Peruvian aviation from heroic individual feats to essential
infrastructure, The Rarified Air of the Modern shows how Peruvians mobilized airplanes to
reflect their technological progress, their modern identity, and their nation's intertwining with the
history of the West.

Frontiers of Citizenship is an engagingly-written, innovative history of Brazil's black and
indigenous people that redefines our understanding of slavery, citizenship, and the
origins of Brazil's 'racial democracy'. Through groundbreaking archival research that
brings the stories of slaves, Indians, and settlers to life, Yuko Miki challenges the
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widespread idea that Brazilian Indians 'disappeared' during the colonial era, paving the
way for the birth of Latin America's largest black nation. Focusing on the postcolonial
settlement of the Atlantic frontier and Rio de Janeiro, Miki argues that the exclusion and
inequality of indigenous and African-descended people became embedded in the very
construction of Brazil's remarkably inclusive nationhood. She demonstrates that to
understand the full scope of central themes in Latin American history - race and
national identity, unequal citizenship, popular politics, and slavery and abolition - one
must engage the histories of both the African diaspora and the indigenous Americas.
This book examines the study of natural history in the Spanish empire in the years
1750-1850. During this period, Spain made strenuous efforts to survey, inventory and
exploit the natural productions of her overseas possessions, orchestrating a serries of
scientific expeditions and cultivating and displaying American fauna and flora in
metropolitan gardens and museums. This book assesses the cultural significance of
natural history, emphasising the figurative and utilitarian value with which eighteenthcentury Spaniards invested natural objects, from globetrotting elephants to three-legged
chickens. It considers how the creation, legitimisation and dissemination of scientific
knowledge reflected broader questions of imperial power and national identity. This
book will be of particular interest to scholars and students of Spanish and Latin
American History, the History of Science and Imperial Culture
This volume focuses on intersections of race, class, gender, and nation in the formation
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of the fin-de-siècle Spanish and Spanish colonial subject. Despite the wealth of
research produced on gender, social class, race, and national identity few studies have
focused on how these categories interacted, frequently operating simultaneously to
reveal contexts in which dominated groups were dominating and vice versa. Such
revelations call into question metanarratives about the exploitation of one group by
another and bring to light interlocking systems of identity formation, and consequently
oppression, that are difficult to disentangle. The authors included here study this
dynamic in a variety of genres and venues, namely the essay, the novel, the short
story, theater, and zarzuelas. These essays cover canonical authors such as Benito
Pérez Galdós and Emilia Pardo Bazán, and understudied female authors such as
Rosario de Acuña and Belén Sárraga. The authors included here study this dynamic in
a variety of genres and venues, namely the essay, the novel, the short story, theater,
and zarzuelas. The volume builds on recent scholarship on race, class, gender, and
nation by focusing specifically on the intersections of these categories, and by studying
this dynamic in popular culture, visual culture, and in the works of both canonical and
lesser-known authors.
This is a history of the Enlightenment--the rights-oriented, formalist, secularizing,
freedom-inspired eighteenth-century movement that defined modern Western law. But
rather than members of a cosmopolitan Republic of Letters, its principal protagonists
are non-literate, poor, and enslaved litigants who sued their superiors in the royal courts
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of Spain's American colonies. Despite growing evidence of the Hispanic world's
contributions to Enlightenment science, the writing of history, and statecraft, the region
is conventionally believed to have taken an alternate route to modernity. This book
grapples with the contradiction between this legacy and eighteenth-century Spanish
Americans' active production of concepts fundamental to modern law. The
Enlightenment on Trial offers readers new insight into how Spanish imperial subjects
created legal documents, fresh interpretations of the intellectual transformations and
legal reform policies of the period, and comparative analysis of the volume of civil suits
from six regions in Mexico, Peru and Spain. Ordinary litigants in the colonies--far more
often than peninsular Spaniards--sued superiors at an accelerating pace in the second
half of the eighteenth century. Three types of cases increased even faster than a
stunning general rise of civil suits in the colonies: those that slaves, native peasants
and women initiated against masters, native leaders and husbands. As they entered
court, these litigants advanced a new law-centered culture distinct from the casuistic,
justice-oriented legal culture of the early modern period. And they did so at precisely
the same time that a few bright minds of Europe enshrined new ideas in print. The
conclusion considers why, if this is so, the Spanish empire has remained marginal to
the story of the advent of the modern West.
To rule their vast new American territories, the Spanish monarchs appointed viceroys in
an attempt to reproduce the monarchical system of government prevailing at the time in
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Europe. But despite the political significance of the figure of the viceroy, little is known
about the mechanisms of viceregal power and its relation to ideas of kingship.
Examining this figure, The King's Living Image challenges long-held perspectives on
the political nature of Spanish colonialism, recovering, at the same time, the complexity
of the political discourses and practices of Spanish rule. It does so by studying the
viceregal political culture that developed in New Spain in the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries and the mechanisms, both formal and informal, of viceregal rule. In so doing,
The King's Living Image questions the very existence of a "colonial state" and contends
that imperial power was constituted in ritual ceremonies. It also emphasizes the
viceroys' significance in carrying out the civilizing mission of the Spanish monarchy with
regard to the indigenous population. The King's Living Image will redefine the ways in
which scholars have traditionally looked at the viceregal administration in colonial
Mexico.
The Routledge Companion to Postcolonial Studies offers a unique and up-to-date
mapping of the postcolonial world, and is composed of essays as well as shorter entries
for ease of reference. Introducing students to the history of the great European empires
and the cultural legacies created in their wake, this book brings together an
international range of contributors on such topics as: the colonial histories of Britain,
France, Spain and Portugal the diverse postcolonial and diasporic cultural endeavours
from Africa, the Americas, Australasia, Europe, and South and East Asia the major
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theoretical formulations: poststructuralist, materialist, culturalist, psychological. With a
comprehensive A to Z of forty key writers and thinkers central to contemporary
postcolonial studies and featuring historical maps, this is both a concise introduction
and an essential resource for any student of postcolonial culture, whatever their field.
Exploring how restrictions on citizenship helped create conditions for political violence
in Peru, this book recounts the hidden history of how local processes of citizen
formation in an Andean town were persistently overruled, thereby perpetuating
antagonism toward the state and political centralism in Peru.
Fields of Revolution examines the second largest case of peasant land redistribution in
Latin America and agrarian reform—arguably the most important policy to arise out of
Bolivia’s 1952 revolution. Competing understandings of agrarian reform shaped ideas
of property, productivity, welfare, and justice. Peasants embraced the nationalist slogan
of “land for those who work it” and rehabilitated national union structures. Indigenous
communities proclaimed instead “land to its original owners” and sought to link the
ruling party discourse on nationalism with their own long-standing demands for
restitution. Landowners, for their part, embraced the principle of “land for those who
improve it” to protect at least portions of their former properties from expropriation.
Carmen Soliz combines analysis of governmental policies and national discourse with
everyday local actors’ struggles and interactions with the state to draw out the deep
connections between land and people as a material reality and as the object of political
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contention in the period surrounding the revolution.
This study examines certain key elements of the "making" or "inventing" of Lima as Peru's
viceregal capital. Through analysis of seventeenth-century ceremonies of state and local
religious rituals, this book asserts that colonial Lima was culturally diverse and its rich
population more integrated than historiography would suggest.
After Spanish RulePostcolonial Predicaments of the AmericasDuke University Press
Asking readers to imagine a history of Mexico narrated through the experiences of Africans
and their descendants, this book offers a radical reconfiguration of Latin American history.
Using ecclesiastical and inquisitorial records, Herman L. Bennett frames the history of Mexico
around the private lives and liberty that Catholicism engendered among enslaved Africans and
free blacks, who became majority populations soon after the Spanish conquest. The resulting
history of 17th-century Mexico brings forth tantalizing personal and family dramas, body
politics, and stories of lost virtue and sullen honor. By focusing on these phenomena among
peoples of African descent, rather than the conventional history of Mexico with the narrative of
slavery to freedom figured in, Colonial Blackness presents the colonial drama in all its untidy
detail.
In this original cultural history, Ernesto Capello analyzes the formation of memory, myth, and
modernity through the eyes of Quito's diverse populations. By employing Mikhail Bakhtin's
concept of chronotopes, Capello views the configuration of time and space in narratives that
defined Quito's identity and its place in the world. To Capello, these tropes began to crystallize
at the end of the nineteenth century, serving as a tool for distinct groups who laid claim to
history for economic or political gain during the upheavals of modernism.
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Roberto E. Barrios presents an ethnographic study of the aftermaths of four natural disasters:
southern Honduras after Hurricane Mitch; New Orleans following Hurricane Katrina; Chiapas,
Mexico, after the Grijalva River landslide; and southern Illinois following the Mississippi River
flood. Focusing on the role of affect, Barrios examines the ways in which people who live
through disasters use emotions as a means of assessing the relevance of governmentally
sanctioned recovery plans, judging the effectiveness of such programs, and reflecting on the
risk of living in areas that have been deemed prone to disaster. Emotions such as terror,
disgust, or sentimental attachment to place all shape the meanings we assign to disasters as
well as our political responses to them. The ethnographic cases in Governing Affect highlight
how reconstruction programs, government agencies, and recovery experts often view
postdisaster contexts as opportune moments to transform disaster-affected communities
through principles and practices of modernist and neoliberal development. Governing Affect
brings policy and politics into dialogue with human emotion to provide researchers and
practitioners with an analytical toolkit for apprehending and addressing issues of difference,
voice, and inequity in the aftermath of catastrophes.
In May of 1976, documentary filmmaker and proclaimed socialist Raymundo Gleyzer
mysteriously disappeared in Buenos Aires. Like many political activists, Gleyzer was the target
of a brutalizing military junta that had recently assumed power. Amazingly, within a few
decades, leftist filmmakers would be celebrated as intellectual vanguards in this same city. In
Transition Cinema, Jessica Stites Mor documents the critical role filmmakers, the film industry,
and state regulators played in Argentina’s volatile transition to democracy. She shows how,
during different regimes, the state moved to either inhibit or facilitate film production and its
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content, distribution, and exhibition. She also reveals the strategies the film industry employed
to comply with, or circumvent these regulations. Stites Mor divides the transition period into
three distinct generations, each defined by a major political event and the reactions to these
events in film. The first generation began with the failed civil uprising in Córdoba in 1969, and
ended with the 1976 military takeover. During military rule, repressive censorship spurred
underground exhibitions, and allied filmmakers with the Peronist left and radical activists. The
second generation arose after the return of civilian rule in 1983. Buenos Aires became the
center for state-level cultural programs that included filmmakers in debates over human rights
and collective memory campaigns. In 1989, a third generation of filmmaking emerged, with
new genres such as cine piquetero (picketer cinema) that portrayed a variety of social
movements and brought them into the public eye. By the new millennium, Argentine
filmmakers had gained the attention and financial support of international humanitarian and film
industry organizations. In this captivating study, Stites Mor examines how populist movements,
political actors, filmmakers, government, and industry institutions all became deeply enmeshed
in the project of Argentina’s transition cinema. She demonstrates how film emerged as the
chronicler of political struggles in a dialogue with the past, present, and future, whose message
transcended both cultural and national borders.
A social history of the earthquake-tsunami that struck Lima in October 1746, looking at how
people in and beyond Lima understood and reacted to the natural disaster.
The global phenomenon of decolonization was born in the Americas in the late eighteenth and
early nineteenth centuries. The First Wave of Decolonization is the first volume in any
language to describe and analyze the scope and meanings of decolonization during this
Page 13/25

Bookmark File PDF After Spanish Rule Postcolonial Predicaments Of The
Americas Paperback
formative period. It demonstrates that the pioneers of decolonization were not twentiethcentury Frenchmen or Algerians but nineteenth-century Peruvians and Colombians. In doing
so, it vastly expands the horizons of decolonization, conventionally understood to be a postwar development emanating from Europe. The result is a provocative, new understanding of
the global history of decolonization.

This provocative analysis of American historiography argues that when scholars
use modern racial language to articulate past histories of race and society, they
collapse different historical signs of skin color into a transhistorical and
essentialist notion of race that implicates their work in the very racial categories
they seek to transcend.
Interpreting Spanish Colonialismoffers a compelling examination of how
historians in Spain and the Americas have come to understand and write about
the Spanish colonial past and its meanings for national presents. Working from a
transnational perspective, the book brings together scholars of Spain, Latin
America, the Caribbean, and the United States. The eight essays situate
historians' writings within the context of their day, suggesting how "history"
has--perhaps more often than not--responded to present-day needs, agendas,
and expectations. This collection retraces the link between historiography and
nation-building in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. It also explores how
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and why Spain and its colonies came to be depicted as "backward" and
"marginal" to other European and U.S. "modern" regimes. Finally, it questions the
contours of contemporary discussions of colonial and postcolonial histories that
have remained largely silent about the legacies of centuries of Spanish rule.
Insisting on the critical value of Latin American histories for recasting theories of
postcolonialism, After Spanish Rule is the first collection of essays by Latin
Americanist historians and anthropologists to engage postcolonial debates from
the perspective of the Americas. These essays extend and revise the insights of
postcolonial studies in diverse Latin American contexts, ranging from the
narratives of eighteenth-century travelers and clerics in the region to the status of
indigenous intellectuals in present-day Colombia. The editors argue that the
construction of an array of singular histories at the intersection of particular
colonialisms and nationalisms must become the critical project of postcolonial
history-writing. Challenging the universalizing tendencies of postcolonial theory
as it has developed in the Anglophone academy, the contributors are attentive to
the crucial ways in which the histories of Latin American countries—with their
creole elites, hybrid middle classes, subordinated ethnic groups, and complicated
historical relationships with Spain and the United States—differ from those of other
former colonies in the southern hemisphere. Yet, while acknowledging such
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differences, the volume suggests a host of provocative, critical connections to
colonial and postcolonial histories around the world. Contributors Thomas
Abercrombie Shahid Amin Jorge Cañizares-Esguerra Peter Guardino Andrés
Guerrero Marixa Lasso Javier Morillo-Alicea Joanne Rappaport Mauricio TenorioTrillo Mark Thurner
When Hiram Bingham, a historian from Yale University, first saw Machu Picchu in
1911, it was a ruin obscured by overgrowth whose terraces were farmed a by few
families. A century later, Machu Picchu is a UNESCO world heritage site visited
by more than a million tourists annually. This remarkable transformation began
with the photographs that accompanied Bingham's article published in National
Geographic magazine, which depicted Machu Picchu as a lost city discovered.
Focusing on the practices, technologies, and materializations of Bingham's three
expeditions to Peru (1911, 1912, 1914–1915), this book makes a convincing case
that visualization, particularly through the camera, played a decisive role in
positioning Machu Picchu as both a scientific discovery and a Peruvian heritage
site. Amy Cox Hall argues that while Bingham's expeditions relied on the labor,
knowledge, and support of Peruvian elites, intellectuals, and peasants, the
practice of scientific witnessing, and photography specifically, converted Machu
Picchu into a cultural artifact fashioned from a distinct way of seeing. Drawing on
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science and technology studies, she situates letter writing, artifact collecting, and
photography as important expeditionary practices that helped shape the way we
understand Machu Picchu today. Cox Hall also demonstrates that the
photographic evidence was unstable, and, as images circulated worldwide, the
"lost city" took on different meanings, especially in Peru, which came to view the
site as one of national patrimony in need of protection from expeditions such as
Bingham's.
This book explores the life and times of Ecuador's most controversial politician
within the broader context of the new political history, addressing five major
themes of nineteenth-century Latin American history: the creation of political
networks, the divisiveness of regionalism, the bitterness of the liberalconservative ideological divide, the complicating problem of caudillismo, and the
quest for progress and modernization. Two myths traditionally associated with
García Moreno's rule are debunked. The first is that he created a theocracy in
Ecuador. Instead, the book argues that he negotiated a concordat with the
Papacy giving the national government control over the church's secular
responsibilities, and subordinated the clergy, many of whom were highly critical
of García Moreno, to the conservative state. A second, frequently repeated
generalization is that he created a conservative dictatorship out of touch with the
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liberal age in which he lived. Instead, the book argues that moderates held sway
during the first nine years of García Moreno's period of influence, and only during
his final term did he achieve the type of conservative state he thought necessary
to advance his progressive nation-building agenda. In sum, this book enriches
our understanding of many of the notions of state formation by suggesting that
conservatives like García Moreno envisioned a program of material progress and
promoting national unity under a very different formula from that of nineteenthcentury liberals.
After Mexico’s revolution of 1910–1920, intellectuals sought to forge a unified
cultural nation out of the country’s diverse populace. Their efforts resulted in an
“ethnicized” interpretation of Mexicanness that intentionally incorporated
elements of folk and indigenous culture. In this rich history, Rick A. López
explains how thinkers and artists, including the anthropologist Manuel Gamio, the
composer Carlos Chávez, the educator Moisés Sáenz, the painter Diego Rivera,
and many less-known figures, formulated and promoted a notion of nationhood in
which previously denigrated vernacular arts—dance, music, and handicrafts such
as textiles, basketry, ceramics, wooden toys, and ritual masks—came to be seen
as symbolic of Mexico’s modernity and national distinctiveness. López examines
how the nationalist project intersected with transnational intellectual and artistic
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currents, as well as how it was adapted in rural communities. He provides an indepth account of artisanal practices in the village of Olinalá, located in the
mountainous southern state of Guerrero. Since the 1920s, Olinalá has been
renowned for its lacquered boxes and gourds, which have been considered to be
among the “most Mexican” of the nation’s arts. Crafting Mexico illuminates the
role of cultural politics and visual production in Mexico’s transformation from a
regionally and culturally fragmented country into a modern nation-state with an
inclusive and compelling national identity.
Is there life after postmodernism? Many claim that it sounded the death knell for
history, art, ideology, science, possibly all of Western philosophy, and certainly
for the concept of reality itself. Responding to essential questions regarding
whether the humanities can remain politically and academically relevant amid this
twenty-first-century uncertainty, Why the Humanities Matter offers a guided tour
of the modern condition, calling upon thinkers in a variety of disciplines to affirm
essential concepts such as truth, goodness, and beauty. Offering a lens of "new
humanism," Frederick Aldama also provides a liberating examination of the
current cultural repercussions of assertions by such revolutionary theorists as
Said, Foucault, Lacan, and Derrida, as well as Latin Americanists such as
Sommer and Mignolo. Emphasizing pedagogy and popular culture with equal
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verve, and writing in colloquial yet multifaceted prose, Aldama presents an
enlightening way to explore what "culture" actually does—who generates it and
how it shapes our identities—and the role of academia in sustaining it.
This handbook presents a thorough examination of the intricate interplay of race,
ethnicity, and culture in mental health – historical origins, subsequent
transformations, and the discourses generated from past and present mental
health and wellness practices. The text demonstrates how socio-cultural
identities including race, gender, class, sexual orientation, disability, religion, and
age intersect with clinical work in a range of settings. Case vignettes and
recommendations for best practice help ground each in a clinical focus, guiding
practitioners and educators to actively increase their understanding of nonWestern and indigenous healing techniques, as well as their awareness of
contemporary mental health theories as a product of Western culture with a
particular historical and cultural perspective. The international contributors also
discuss ways in which global mental health practices transcend racial, cultural,
ethnic, linguistic, and political boundaries. The Routledge International Handbook
of Race, Culture and Mental Health is an essential resource for students,
researchers, and professionals alike as it addresses the complexity of mental
health issues from a critical, global perspective.
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"This edited volume examines the history of modern Mexico through poetry and music. It seeks
to examine the cultural venues where ordinary people articulated their understandings of the
social, political, and economic change they witnessed taking place during moments of
tremendous upheaval, such as the U.S.-Mexican War, the Porfiriato, the Mexican Revolution,
among others"--Provided by publisher.
The nineteenth century was an era of breathtakingly ambitious geographic expeditions across
the Americas. The seminal Chorographic Commission of Colombia, which began in 1850 and
lasted about a decade, was one of Latin America's most extensive. The commission's mandate
was to define and map the young republic and its resources with an eye toward modernization.
In this history of the commission, Nancy P. Appelbaum focuses on the geographers' fieldwork
practices and visual production as the men traversed the mountains, savannahs, and forests of
more than thirty provinces in order to delineate the country's territorial and racial composition.
Their assumptions and methods, Appelbaum argues, contributed to a long-lasting national
imaginary. What jumps out of the commission's array of reports, maps, sketches, and paintings
is a portentous tension between the marked differences that appeared before the eyes of the
geographers in the field and the visions of sameness to which they aspired. The
commissioners and their patrons believed that a prosperous republic required a unified and
racially homogeneous population, but the commission's maps and images paradoxically
emphasized diversity and helped create a "country of regions." By privileging the whiter
inhabitants of the cool Andean highlands over those of the boiling tropical lowlands, the
commission left a lasting but problematic legacy for today's Colombians.
This is the first book to explore the relationship between the people and the environment of
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Mexico. Featuring a dozen essays by leading scholars, it heralds the arrival of environmental
history as a major area of study in the field of Mexican history and introduces a new book
series: “Latin American Landscapes.”
The Practice of Politics in Postcolonial Brazil traces the history of high and low politics in
nineteenth-century Brazil from the vantage point of the provincial capital of Porto Alegre. In the
immediate postcolonial period, new ideas about citizenship and freedom were developing, and
elites struggled for control of the state as the lower classes sought inclusion in political life. In a
shift from the Liberal Party to Positivist or Conservative rule during the bloody Federalist Revolt
of 1893–1895, new leaders sought to bring about a more balanced structure of government
where the capitalist was sympathetic to the worker, and the worker more passive toward the
elite. This represented a complete change of opinions—a new regime of ideas. Termed a
“scientific” approach by its proponents, the movement was based on historical process and
would be brought about through civic education. Against the backdrop of the abolition of
slavery and subsequent assimilation, the rise of European immigration, and industrialization,
Kittleson investigates how “the people” shaped changing political ideologies and practices,
and how through local struggles and changes in elite ideology, the lower classes in Porto
Alegre won limited political inclusion that was denied elsewhere.
While the Age of Revolution has long been associated with the French and American
Revolutions, increasing attention is being paid to the Haitian Revolution as the third great event
in the making of the modern world. A product of the only successful slave revolution in history,
Haiti’s Declaration of Independence in 1804 stands at a major turning point in the trajectory of
social, economic, and political relations in the modern world. This declaration created the
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second independent country in the Americas and certified a new genre of political writing.
Despite Haiti’s global significance, however, scholars are only now beginning to understand
the context, content, and implications of the Haitian Declaration of Independence. This
collection represents the first in-depth, interdisciplinary, and integrated analysis by American,
British, and Haitian scholars of the creation and dissemination of the document, its content and
reception, and its legacy. Throughout, the contributors use newly discovered archival materials
and innovative research methods to reframe the importance of Haiti within the Age of
Revolution and to reinterpret the declaration as a founding document of the nineteenth-century
Atlantic World. The authors offer new research about the key figures involved in the writing and
styling of the document, its publication and dissemination, the significance of the declaration in
the creation of a new nation-state, and its implications for neighboring islands. The contributors
also use diverse sources to understand the lasting impact of the declaration on the country
more broadly, its annual celebration and importance in the formation of a national identity, and
its memory and celebration in Haitian Vodou song and ceremony. Taken together, these
essays offer a clearer and more thorough understanding of the intricacies and complexities of
the world’s second declaration of independence to create a lasting nation-state.
This work examines the relationship between medievalism and colonialism in the 19th-century
Hispanic American context through the striking case of the Creole Andrés Bello (1781-1865), a
Venezuelan grammarian and politician, and his lifelong philological work on the medieval
heroic narrative 'The Poem of the Cid'.
In the sixteenth century, in what is now modern-day Peru and Bolivia, Andean communities
were forcibly removed from their traditional villages by Spanish colonizers and resettled in
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planned, self-governed towns modeled after those in Spain. But rather than merely conforming
to Spanish cultural and political norms, indigenous Andeans adopted and gradually
refashioned the religious practices dedicated to Christian saints and political institutions
imposed on them, laying claim to their own rights and the sovereignty of the collective. The
People Are King shows how common Andean people produced a new kind of civil society over
three centuries of colonialism, merging their traditional understanding of collective life with the
Spanish notion of the común to demand participatory democracy. S. Elizabeth Penry explores
how this hybrid concept of self-rule spurred the indigenous rebellions that erupted across Latin
America in the eighteenth century, not only against Spanish rulers, but against native
hereditary nobility, for acting against the will of the comuneros. Through the letters and
documents of the Andean people themselves, The People Are King gives voice to a vision of
community-based democracy that played a central role in the Age of Atlantic Revolutions and
continues to galvanize indigenous movements in Bolivia today.
Postcolonial theory has enjoyed wide influence in the humanities but for social science, and in
particular sociology, its implications remain elusive. This special volume brings together
leading sociologists to explore the concept of "postcolonial sociology," with brand new
postcolonial readings of canonical thinkers like Karl Marx, Max Weber, Emile Durkheim and
Robert Park. Chapters consider whether or not postcolonial theory is compatible with
sociology; explore the relationship between knowledge and colonial power; and offer critical
perspectives on the sociology of race and the implications of postcolonial theory for global
sociology. They also unravel the complex entanglements of sociology, area studies, and
postcolonial studies; give creative deployments of postcolonial concepts such as hybridity; and
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critical excavations of sociological thought in India and Mexico. In so doing this volume is
among the first to craft newsociologies informed by postcolonial criticism.
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