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A Question Of Upbringing Dance To The Music Time 1 Anthony Powell
Anthony Powell's universally acclaimed epic encompasses a four-volume panorama of twentieth century London. Hailed by Time as "brilliant
literary comedy as well as a brilliant sketch of the times," A Dance to the Music of Time opens just after World War I. Amid the fever of the
1920s and the first chill of the 1930s, Nick Jenkins and his friends confront sex, society, business, and art. In the second volume they move to
London in a whirl of marriage and adulteries, fashions and frivolities, personal triumphs and failures. These books "provide an unsurpassed
picture, at once gay and melancholy, of social and artistic life in Britain between the wars" (Arthur Schlesinger, Jr.). The third volume follows
Nick into army life and evokes London during the blitz. In the climactic final volume, England has won the war and must now count the losses.
Four very different young men on the threshold of manhood dominate this opening volume of A Dance to the Music of Time. The narrator,
Jenkins—a budding writer—shares a room with Templer, already a passionate womanizer, and Stringham, aristocratic and reckless.
Widermerpool, as hopelessly awkward as he is intensely ambitious, lurks on the periphery of their world. Amid the fever of the 1920s and the
first chill of the 1930s, these four gain their initiations into sex, society, business, and art. Considered a masterpiece of modern fiction,
Powell's epic creates a rich panorama of life in England between the wars. Includes these novels: A Question of Upbringing A Buyer's Market
The Acceptance World "Anthony Powell is the best living English novelist by far. His admirers are addicts, let us face it, held in thrall by a
magician."—Chicago Tribune "A book which creates a world and explores it in depth, which ponders changing relationships and values, which
creates brilliantly living and diverse characters and then watches them grow and change in their milieu. . . . Powell's world is as large and as
complex as Proust's."—Elizabeth Janeway, New York Times "One of the most important works of fiction since the Second World War. . . . The
novel looked, as it began, something like a comedy of manners; then, for a while, like a tragedy of manners; now like a vastly entertaining,
deeply melancholy, yet somehow courageous statement about human experience."—Naomi Bliven, New Yorker
Sir Magnus Donners, the well-known business tycoon of unusual tastes, holds a dinner party where Nicholas runs into old friends like Hugh
and Matilda Moreland, Peter Templer and Widmerpool. Widmerpool, turning up to everyone's amusement in military attire, arrives late to the
party and is disturbed to find Sir Magnus photographing his guests, who each pose as one of the Seven Deadly Sins. The choice of sins turns
out to be peculiarly apt.
Anthony Powell’s universally acclaimed epic A Dance to the Music of Time offers a matchless panorama of twentieth-century London . Now,
for the first time in decades, readers in the United States can read the books of Dance as they were originally published—as twelve individual
novels—but with a twenty-first-century twist: they’re available only as e-books. The third volume, The Acceptance World (1955), opens with
Nick Jenkins, in his late twenties, beginning to make his way in the world of letters: working for a publisher, writing on his own, and
establishing connections across the literary landscape. At the same time, he is making his way in love, as a surprise meeting with an old
friend’s sister blossoms into an affair. Meanwhile, friends are diving into marriage and careers, and the patterns of life’s dance are starting to
take shape—even as the future steps remain shadowy. "Anthony Powell is the best living English novelist by far. His admirers are addicts, let
us face it, held in thrall by a magician."--Chicago Tribune "A book which creates a world and explores it in depth, which ponders changing
relationships and values, which creates brilliantly living and diverse characters and then watches them grow and change in their milieu. . . .
Powell's world is as large and as complex as Proust's."--Elizabeth Janeway, New York Times "One of the most important works of fiction
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since the Second World War. . . . The novel looked, as it began, something like a comedy of manners; then, for a while, like a tragedy of
manners; now like a vastly entertaining, deeply melancholy, yet somehow courageous statement about human experience."--Naomi Bliven,
New Yorker “The most brilliant and penetrating novelist we have.”--Kingsley Amis
In this second volume of the series "A Dance to the Music of Time, "we see [Nicholas Jenkins] entering the ballrooms of high society while
also discovering the London demimonde of the late 1920s ... Nearly the entire first half of the novel is dedicated to a single evening, where
Jenkins describes the participants of a dinner, a dance and a seedy part in exhaustive detail. Here we see more clearly than the first novel
Powell's conception of his social circle over the decades as a dance. Stringham and Widmerpool, among other characters from the first novel,
enter Jenkins' life again after a gap of several years, but no sooner do they show up than they are cast away by new fates. With Jenkins'
greater maturity comes a recognition of more important societal concerns in 1920s England. One character's awkwardly closeted
homosexuality creates complications for Jenkins' circle, as does the need for a young female character to procure an abortion when it was
seriously illegal. By the end of the novel, Jenkins has even entered among political radicals ... --Amazon.com.
Anthony Powell’s universally acclaimed epic A Dance to the Music of Time offers a matchless panorama of twentieth-century London. Now,
for the first time in decades, readers in the United States can read the books of Dance as they were originally published—as twelve individual
novels—but with a twenty-first-century twist: they’re available only as e-books. The second volume, A Buyer’s Market (1952),finds young Nick
Jenkins struggling to establish himself in London. Amid the fever of the 1920s, he attends formal dinners and wild parties; makes his first
tentative forays into the worlds of art, culture, and bohemian life; and suffers his first disappointments in love. Old friends come and go, but
the paths they once shared are rapidly diverging: Stringham is settling into a life of debauchery and drink, Templer is plunging into the world
of business, and Widmerpool, though still a figure of out-of-place grotesquerie, remains unbowed, confident in his own importance and
eventual success. A Buyer’s Market is a striking portrait of the pleasures and anxieties of early adulthood, set against a backdrop of London
life and culture at one of its most effervescent moments. "Anthony Powell is the best living English novelist by far. His admirers are addicts,
let us face it, held in thrall by a magician."--Chicago Tribune "A book which creates a world and explores it in depth, which ponders changing
relationships and values, which creates brilliantly living and diverse characters and then watches them grow and change in their milieu. . . .
Powell's world is as large and as complex as Proust's."--Elizabeth Janeway, New York Times "One of the most important works of fiction
since the Second World War. . . . The novel looked, as it began, something like a comedy of manners; then, for a while, like a tragedy of
manners; now like a vastly entertaining, deeply melancholy, yet somehow courageous statement about human experience."--Naomi Bliven,
New Yorker “The most brilliant and penetrating novelist we have.”--Kingsley Amis
Anthony Powell’s universally acclaimed epic A Dance to the Music of Time offers a matchless panorama of twentieth-century London. Now,
for the first time in decades, readers in the United States can read the books of Dance as they were originally published—as twelve individual
novels—but with a twenty-first-century twist: they’re available only as e-books. The ninth volume, The Military Philosophers (1968), takes the
series through the end of the war. Nick has found a place, reasonably tolerable by army standards, as an assistant liaison with foreign
governments in exile. But like the rest of his countrymen, he is weary of life in uniform and looking ahead to peacetime. Until then, however,
the fortunes of war continue to be unpredictable: more names are cruelly added to the bill of mortality, while other old friends and foes
prosper. Widmerpool becomes dangerously entranced by the beautiful, fascinating, and vicious Pamela Flitton; and Nick’s old flame Jean
Duport makes a surprising reappearance. Elegiac and moving, but never without wit and perception, this volume wraps up Powell’s
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unsurpassed treatment of England’s finest yet most costly hour. "Anthony Powell is the best living English novelist by far. His admirers are
addicts, let us face it, held in thrall by a magician."--Chicago Tribune "A book which creates a world and explores it in depth, which ponders
changing relationships and values, which creates brilliantly living and diverse characters and then watches them grow and change in their
milieu. . . . Powell's world is as large and as complex as Proust's."--Elizabeth Janeway, New York Times "One of the most important works of
fiction since the Second World War. . . . The novel looked, as it began, something like a comedy of manners; then, for a while, like a tragedy
of manners; now like a vastly entertaining, deeply melancholy, yet somehow courageous statement about human experience."--Naomi Bliven,
New Yorker “The most brilliant and penetrating novelist we have.”--Kingsley Amis

A QUESTION OF UPBRINGING. A BUYER'S MARKET. THE ACCEPTANCE WORLD. Anthony Powell's brilliant twelve-novel
sequence chronicles the lives of over three hundred characters, and is a unique evocation of life in twentieth-century England. It is
unrivalled for its scope, its humour and the enormous pleasure it has given to generations. These first three novels in the
sequence follow Nicholas Jenkins, Kenneth Widmerpool and others, as they negotiate the intellectual, cultural and social hurdles
which stand between them and the 'Acceptance World'.
'He is, as Proust was before him, the great literary chronicler of his culture in his time.' GUARDIAN 'A Dance to the Music of Time'
is universally acknowledged as one of the great works of English literature. Reissued now in this definitive edition, it stands ready
to delight and entrance a new generation of readers. In this first volume, Nick Jenkins is introduced to the ebbs and flows of life at
boarding school in the 1920s, spent in the company of his friends: Peter Templer, Charles Stringham, and Kenneth Widmerpool.
Though their days are filled with visits from relatives and boyish pranks, usually at the expense of their housemaster Le Bas, a
disastrous trip in Templer’s car threatens their new friendship. As the school year comes to a close, the young men are faced with
the prospects of adulthood, and with finding their place in the world.
A Dance to the Music of Time – his brilliant 12-novel sequence, which chronicles the lives of over three hundred characters, is a
unique evocation of life in twentieth-century England. The novels follow Nicholas Jenkins, Kenneth Widmerpool and others, as
they negotiate the intellectual, cultural and social hurdles that stand between them and the “Acceptance World.”
Anthony Powell’s universally acclaimed epic A Dance to the Music of Time offers a matchless panorama of twentieth-century
London. Now, for the first time in decades, readers in the United States can read the books of Dance as they were originally
published—as twelve individual novels—but with a twenty-first-century twist: they’re available only as e-books. A Question of
Upbringing (1951) introduces us to the young Nick Jenkins and his housemates at boarding school in the years just after World
War I. Boyhood pranks and visits from relatives bring to life the amusements and longueurs of schooldays even as they reveal
characters and traits that will follow Jenkins and his friends through adolescence and beyond: Peter Templer, a rich, passionate
womanizer; Charles Stringham, aristocratic and louche; and Kenneth Widmerpool, awkward and unhappy, yet strikingly ambitious.
By the end of the novel, Jenkins has finished university and is setting out on a life in London; old ties are fraying, new ones are
forming, and the first steps of the dance are well underway. "Anthony Powell is the best living English novelist by far. His admirers
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are addicts, let us face it, held in thrall by a magician."—Chicago Tribune "A book which creates a world and explores it in depth,
which ponders changing relationships and values, which creates brilliantly living and diverse characters and then watches them
grow and change in their milieu. . . . Powell's world is as large and as complex as Proust's."—Elizabeth Janeway, New York Times
"One of the most important works of fiction since the Second World War. . . . The novel looked, as it began, something like a
comedy of manners; then, for a while, like a tragedy of manners; now like a vastly entertaining, deeply melancholy, yet somehow
courageous statement about human experience."—Naomi Bliven, New Yorker “The most brilliant and penetrating novelist we
have.”—Kingsley Amis “There is no other work in the annals of European fiction that attempts meticulously to recreate half a
century of history, decade by decade, with anything like the emotional precision or details of Powell’s twelve volumes. Neither
Balzac’s panorama of the Restoration, nor Zola’s chronicles of the Second Empire, nor Proust’s reveries in the Belle Epoque can
match a comparable span of time, an attention to variations within it, or a compositional intricacy capable of uniting them into a
single narrative. . . . The elegance of this artifice was only compatible with comedy.”—Perry Anderson
Anthony Powell’s universally acclaimed epic A Dance to the Music of Time offers a matchless panorama of twentieth-century
London. Now, for the first time in decades, readers in the United States can read the books of Dance as they were originally
published—as twelve individual novels—but with a twenty-first-century twist: they’re available only as e-books. As the fourth book,
At Lady Molly’s (1957), opens, the heady pleasures of the 1920s have begun to give way to the austerity and worries of the
1930s. Even so, the whirl of London life continues: friends commit to causes and to spouses, confess adulteries, and fall victim to
dissipation and disillusion. As Nick moves ever more comfortably in the worlds of art, culture, and society, Powell’s palette
broadens: old friends make appearances, but new ones take places on the stage as well—including Isobel Tolland, whom Nick
knows at first sight he’s destined to marry. "Anthony Powell is the best living English novelist by far. His admirers are addicts, let
us face it, held in thrall by a magician."--Chicago Tribune "A book which creates a world and explores it in depth, which ponders
changing relationships and values, which creates brilliantly living and diverse characters and then watches them grow and change
in their milieu. . . . Powell's world is as large and as complex as Proust's."--Elizabeth Janeway, New York Times "One of the most
important works of fiction since the Second World War. . . . The novel looked, as it began, something like a comedy of manners;
then, for a while, like a tragedy of manners; now like a vastly entertaining, deeply melancholy, yet somehow courageous statement
about human experience."--Naomi Bliven, New Yorker “The most brilliant and penetrating novelist we have.”--Kingsley Amis
Anthony Powell’s universally acclaimed epic A Dance to the Music of Time offers a matchless panorama of twentieth-century
London. Now, for the first time in decades, readers in the United States can read the books of Dance as they were originally
published—as twelve individual novels—but with a twenty-first-century twist: they’re available only as e-books. In this penultimate
volume, Temporary Kings (1973), Nick and his contemporaries are at the height of their various careers in the arts, business, and
politics. X. Trapnel is dead, but his mystery continues to draw ghoulish interest from readers and academics alike—as well as from
his lover, Pamela Widmerpool. Kenneth Widmerpool, meanwhile, is an MP with mysterious connections beyond the newly dropped
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Iron Curtain, but he continues to be tormented by Pamela; a spectacular explosion, Nick can’t help but realize, is imminent.
"Anthony Powell is the best living English novelist by far. His admirers are addicts, let us face it, held in thrall by a
magician."--Chicago Tribune "A book which creates a world and explores it in depth, which ponders changing relationships and
values, which creates brilliantly living and diverse characters and then watches them grow and change in their milieu. . . . Powell's
world is as large and as complex as Proust's."--Elizabeth Janeway, New York Times "One of the most important works of fiction
since the Second World War. . . . The novel looked, as it began, something like a comedy of manners; then, for a while, like a
tragedy of manners; now like a vastly entertaining, deeply melancholy, yet somehow courageous statement about human
experience."--Naomi Bliven, New Yorker “The most brilliant and penetrating novelist we have.”--Kingsley Amis

'I think it is now becoming clear that A DANCE TO THE MUSIC OF TIME is going to become the greatest modern novel
since ULYSSES. ' Clive James Anthony Powell's famous sequence of books deftly choreographs the lkives of more than
three hundred characters over a period of seventy years and chronicles the whole century. Now, Mandarin are delighted
to be specially re-issuing the four omnibus volumes to tie in to the forthcoming Channel Four production.
"Powell believed that creative writing was, like alchemy, a mysterious, indefinable process by which experience became
art. Michael Barber focuses on the experience that provided Powell with his raw material. He pays particular attention to
the "entre-deux-guerres", that sharply divided cultural interlude when the artists and good-timers with whom Powell
identified in the twenties were followed, in the thirties, by the politicians and the prigs."--BOOK JACKET.
Powell's first novel (1931), a satire of London lads getting into romantic trouble, drinking too much and living up to their
reputation as a ?lost generation”. Imagine Bright Lights, Big City set in London in 1930. Reviewers have compared it to
Waugh and Firbank. The conversations are brilliant and disturbing, deftly rendered, revealing many of the young men as
sexist, anti-Semitic, and lacking in talent. Names like Undershaft, Atwater, Pringle, Wauchop, and Brisket add to the
humor. As Nicholas Birms writes, ?The characters?have aspirations, both idealistic and self-serving, as well as the
mechanisms to cope, through irony and understatement, with the disappointment of these aspirations”.
Anthony Powell’s universally acclaimed epic A Dance to the Music of Time offers a matchless panorama of twentiethcentury London. Now, for the first time in decades, readers in the United States can read the books of Dance as they
were originally published—as twelve individual novels—but with a twenty-first-century twist: they’re available only as ebooks. The tenth volume, Books Do Furnish a Room (1971), finds Nick Jenkins and his circle beginning to re-establish
their lives and careers in the wake of the war. Nick dives into work on a study of Robert Burton; Widmerpool grapples
with the increasingly difficult and cruel Pamela Flitton—now his wife; and we are introduced to the series’ next great
character, the dissolute Bohemian novelist X. Trapnel, a man who exudes in equal measure mystery, talent, and an air of
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self-destruction. "Anthony Powell is the best living English novelist by far. His admirers are addicts, let us face it, held in
thrall by a magician."--Chicago Tribune "A book which creates a world and explores it in depth, which ponders changing
relationships and values, which creates brilliantly living and diverse characters and then watches them grow and change
in their milieu. . . . Powell's world is as large and as complex as Proust's."--Elizabeth Janeway, New York Times "One of
the most important works of fiction since the Second World War. . . . The novel looked, as it began, something like a
comedy of manners; then, for a while, like a tragedy of manners; now like a vastly entertaining, deeply melancholy, yet
somehow courageous statement about human experience."--Naomi Bliven, New Yorker “The most brilliant and
penetrating novelist we have.”--Kingsley Amis
Follows the intertwining lives of Nick Jenkins and his acquaintances through young adulthood, marriage, work, and old
age in England from 1914 to 1971.
Taking place in the years 1958 to 1959, the opening scenes are at a cultural conference in Venice, which Nicholas
Jenkins has been persuaded to attend by his old acquaintance, Mark Members. The intrigues of Widmerpool, now a Life
Peer, come to something of a climax, as do the perverse loves of Pamela (nee Flitton), his good-looking but destructive
wife.
Anthony Powell’s universally acclaimed epic A Dance to the Music of Time offers a matchless panorama of twentieth-century
London. Now, for the first time in decades, readers in the United States can read the books of Dance as they were originally
published—as twelve individual novels—but with a twenty-first-century twist: they’re available only as e-books. World War II has
finally broken out, and The Valley of Bones (1964) finds Nick Jenkins learning the military arts. A stint at a training academy in
Wales introduces him to the many unusual characters the army has thrown together, from the ambitious bank clerk-turnedmartinet, Gwatkin, to the hopelessly slovenly yet endearing washout, Bithel. Even during wartime, however, domestic life
proceeds, as a pregnant Isobel nears her term and her siblings’ romantic lives take unexpected turns—their affairs of the heart lent
additional urgency by the ever-darkening shadow of war. "Anthony Powell is the best living English novelist by far. His admirers
are addicts, let us face it, held in thrall by a magician."--Chicago Tribune "A book which creates a world and explores it in depth,
which ponders changing relationships and values, which creates brilliantly living and diverse characters and then watches them
grow and change in their milieu. . . . Powell's world is as large and as complex as Proust's."--Elizabeth Janeway, New York Times
"One of the most important works of fiction since the Second World War. . . . The novel looked, as it began, something like a
comedy of manners; then, for a while, like a tragedy of manners; now like a vastly entertaining, deeply melancholy, yet somehow
courageous statement about human experience."--Naomi Bliven, New Yorker “The most brilliant and penetrating novelist we
have.”--Kingsley Amis
Anthony Powell’s universally acclaimed epic A Dance to the Music of Time offers a matchless panorama of twentieth-century
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London. Now, for the first time in decades, readers in the United States can read the books of Dance as they were originally
published—as twelve individual novels—but with a twenty-first-century twist: they’re available only as e-books. In the final volume,
Hearing Secret Harmonies, Nick and his contemporaries have begun to settle into the quieter stages of later life—even as the rise
of the counterculture signals that a new generation is pushing its way to the front. The darkly fascinating young Scorpio Murtlock
unexpectedly draws Widmerpool into his orbit, calling to mind occult and cultish doings from earlier decades; close friends leave
the stage, never to be replaced in this life; and, drawing all the long, tangled strands together, Anthony Powell sounds an
unforgettable requiem for an age. "Anthony Powell is the best living English novelist by far. His admirers are addicts, let us face it,
held in thrall by a magician."--Chicago Tribune "A book which creates a world and explores it in depth, which ponders changing
relationships and values, which creates brilliantly living and diverse characters and then watches them grow and change in their
milieu. . . . Powell's world is as large and as complex as Proust's."--Elizabeth Janeway, New York Times "One of the most
important works of fiction since the Second World War. . . . The novel looked, as it began, something like a comedy of manners;
then, for a while, like a tragedy of manners; now like a vastly entertaining, deeply melancholy, yet somehow courageous statement
about human experience."--Naomi Bliven, New Yorker “The most brilliant and penetrating novelist we have.”--Kingsley Amis
Anthony Powell’s universally acclaimed epic A Dance to the Music of Time offers a matchless panorama of twentieth-century
London. Now, for the first time in decades, readers in the United States can read the books of Dance as they were originally
published—as twelve individual novels—but with a twenty-first-century twist: they’re available only as e-books. The eighth volume,
The Soldier’s Art (1966), finds Nick in the thankless position of assistant to a rapidly rising Major Widmerpool. The disruptions of
war throw up other familiar faces as well: Charles Stringham, heroically emerging from alcoholism but a mere shadow of his former
self; Hugh Moreland, his marriage broken, himself nearly so. As the Blitz intensifies, the war’s toll mounts; the fates are claiming
their own, and many friends will not be seen again. "Anthony Powell is the best living English novelist by far. His admirers are
addicts, let us face it, held in thrall by a magician."--Chicago Tribune "A book which creates a world and explores it in depth, which
ponders changing relationships and values, which creates brilliantly living and diverse characters and then watches them grow and
change in their milieu. . . . Powell's world is as large and as complex as Proust's."--Elizabeth Janeway, New York Times "One of
the most important works of fiction since the Second World War. . . . The novel looked, as it began, something like a comedy of
manners; then, for a while, like a tragedy of manners; now like a vastly entertaining, deeply melancholy, yet somehow courageous
statement about human experience."--Naomi Bliven, New Yorker “The most brilliant and penetrating novelist we have.”--Kingsley
Amis
The ninth in a sequence of novels collectively titled A Dance to the Music of Time. More than 300 characters are choreographed
over a period of 70 years, starting with A Question of Upbringing.
Anthony Powell’s universally acclaimed epic A Dance to the Music of Time offers a matchless panorama of twentieth-century
London. Now, for the first time in decades, readers in the United States can read the books of Dance as they were originally
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published—as twelve individual novels—but with a twenty-first-century twist: they’re available only as e-books. Casanova’s Chinese
Restaurant (1960), the fifth book, finds Nick marrying Isobel Tolland and launching happily into family life—including his new role as
brother-in-law to Isobel’s many idiosyncratic siblings. But even as Nick’s life is settling down, those of his friends are full of drama
and heartache: his best friend, Hugh Moreland, is risking his marriage on a hopeless affair, while Charles Stringham has nearly
destroyed himself with drink. Full of Powell’s typically sharp observations about life and love, Casanova’s Chinese Restaurant
offers all the rewards and frustrations, pleasures and regrets of one’s thirties. "Anthony Powell is the best living English novelist by
far. His admirers are addicts, let us face it, held in thrall by a magician."—Chicago Tribune "A book which creates a world and
explores it in depth, which ponders changing relationships and values, which creates brilliantly living and diverse characters and
then watches them grow and change in their milieu. . . . Powell's world is as large and as complex as Proust's."—Elizabeth
Janeway, New York Times "One of the most important works of fiction since the Second World War. . . . The novel looked, as it
began, something like a comedy of manners; then, for a while, like a tragedy of manners; now like a vastly entertaining, deeply
melancholy, yet somehow courageous statement about human experience."—Naomi Bliven, New Yorker “The most brilliant and
penetrating novelist we have.”—Kingsley Amis
In 1939 London and Munich, an extraordinary cast of characters--including Nic Jenkins and Widmerpool, in the guise of the Happy
Warrior--prepares for war, a novel that begins with a flashback to 1914 and Jenkins's childhood during peaceful summerbefore
World War I.

Venusberg is a city in an unnamed Baltic state, to which Powell's young hero, named Lushington, travels by ship in 1930
and falls in love with his own foreign Venus. This is a social comedy, and it's packed with Nazis, countesses,
misunderstandings, fatal accidents, and assassins.
Anthony Powell's brilliant twelve novel sequence chronicles the lives of over three hundred characters, and is a unique
evocation of life in twentieth-century England. It is unrivalled for its scope, its humour and the enormous pleasure it has
given to generations. Volume 1 contains the first three novels in the sequence: A Question of Upbringing; A Buyer's
Market' The Acceptance World
The first of a series of novel trilogies in which Nicholas Jenkins reminisces about his life in 20th century England. A
Question of Upbringing covers its narrator's years at school and at the university (Eton and Oxford) in the early 1920's.
The action shifts to the social life of London in the late 1920's in A Buyer's Market, and The Acceptance World concludes
the movement with a school reunion in the early 1930's.
Anthony Powell’s universally acclaimed epic A Dance to the Music of Time offers a matchless panorama of twentiethcentury London. Now, for the first time in decades, readers in the United States can read the books of Dance as they
were originally published—as twelve individual novels—but with a twenty-first-century twist: they’re available only as ePage 8/9
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books. As volume six, The Kindly Ones (1962), opens, rumblings from Germany recall memories of Nick Jenkins’s
boyhood and his father’s service in World War I; it seems clear that all too soon, uniforms will be back in fashion. The
looming threat throws the ordinary doings of life into stark relief, as Nick and his friends continue to negotiate the pitfalls
of adult life. Moreland’s marriage founders, Peter Templer’s wife—his second—is clearly going mad, and Widmerpool is,
disturbingly, gaining prominence in the business world even as he angles for power in the coming conflict. War, with all
its deaths and disruptions, is on the way. "Anthony Powell is the best living English novelist by far. His admirers are
addicts, let us face it, held in thrall by a magician."--Chicago Tribune "A book which creates a world and explores it in
depth, which ponders changing relationships and values, which creates brilliantly living and diverse characters and then
watches them grow and change in their milieu. . . . Powell's world is as large and as complex as Proust's."--Elizabeth
Janeway, New York Times "One of the most important works of fiction since the Second World War. . . . The novel
looked, as it began, something like a comedy of manners; then, for a while, like a tragedy of manners; now like a vastly
entertaining, deeply melancholy, yet somehow courageous statement about human experience."--Naomi Bliven, New
Yorker “The most brilliant and penetrating novelist we have.”--Kingsley Amis
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